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T5  Y  Vertue  of  an  Order  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  I  do  appoint  Jacob  Ton/on, 
Timothy  Goodwin,  Bernard  Linton,  and  William 
Taylor  to  Print  this  Report,  with  the  Appendix', 
And  that  no  other  Perfon  prefume  to  Print  the 
fame. 


Sp^  Co mp ton,  Speaker. 


REPORT 

FROM     THE 

Committee   ^Secrecy, 

Appointed  by  Order  of  the 

Houfe  of  Commons 

TO     EXAMINE 

Several  Books  and   Papers   laid   before  the 

Houfe,  relating  to  the  late  Negotiations 

of  Peace  and  Commerce,  &c. 

Reported  on  the  Ninth  of  June,  1715. 

By   the  Right    Honourable 

RO  B  ERT    W ALP  OLE,   Efq; 
Chairman  of 'the  faid  Committee. 

Together  with  an  A  P  P  E  N  D  I X,  containing  Memorials,  Letters, 
and  other  Papers  referred  to  in  the  laid  Report. 


Publifh'd  by  Order  of  the  House  ^/Commons. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  Jacob  Ton/on,  Timothy  Goodwin,  Bernard  Lintott,  and 

William  Taylor.     1715. 

"        m  '  "  i«^i.. ..:  ...     ....»■  ( 

'"■'      1* '    '  *  'I'  ■  _ ^* 


[  I  ] 


THE 


REPORT 


FROM    THE 

Committee  of  Secrecy, 

The  Ninth  of  June,  1717. 

THE  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  Examine  the  feveral  Books 
and  Papers  to  them  referr'd,   and  to  Report  to  the  Houfe  what  they 
fhould  find  Material  in  them,  having  examin'd  and  confider'd  the  fame 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  Report,  to  be  made  to  the  Houfe' 
containing  fuch  Facts  and  Papers  as  appcar'd  to  them  to  be  moft  Material,  and 
of  the  higheft  Importance,  together  with  the  Reafons  that  indue'd  the  Commit- 
tee to  Jay  them  before  the  Houfe  for  their  further  Confideration. 

The  feveral  Books  and  Papers  referr'd  to  the  Committee  chiefly  relate  to  the 
late  Negotiations  of  Peace  and  Commerce}  To  the  intended  Demolition  of 
Dunkirk;  To  the  obtaining  and  difpofing  of  the  Jlfliento  Contract}  To  fome 
Negotiations  concerning  the  Catalans  j  and  Secret  Tranfactions  relating  to  the 
Pretender. 

The  Committee  was  in  hopes,  in  fo  Voluminous  an  Inquiry,  to  have  been  able 
to  Trace  out  all  the  Steps,  and  the  whole  Progrefs  of  thefe  Negotiations  •,  but  to 
their  Surprize  they  find  a  want  of  feveral  Books,  Letters  and  Papers,  mention'd 
anti  referr'd  to  in  thofe  that  have  been  deliver'd  to  them,  and  frequent  and  long 
Interruptions  of  fome  very  material  Correfpondences  that  were  carry'd  on :  But 
being  inform'd,  that  thefe  Accounts  are  all,  which  have  any  way  come  to  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  have  the  Honour  to  ferve  his  prefent  Majefty,  the  Com- 
mittee proceeded  t©  draw  up  the  following  Report,  warranted  and  founded  up- 
on fuch  Authorities,  as  the  Perfons  concern'd  vouchfafed  not  to  fupprefs. 

The  firft  material  Paper  is  Entituled,  the  firft  Propofitions  of  France,  fign'd 
by  Monfieur  de  tony,  jlpil  zi,  ijn.  N.  S.  and  is  here  annex'd,  No.  (i  *.)  To 
whom  thefe  Propofitions  were  directed,  what  previous  Steps  had  been  made  on 
the  part  of  France,  or  what  Encouragement  had  been  given  on  the  part  of  En- 
gland, does  not  appear}  but  it  is  evident  that  they  are  conceiv'd  invcryloofe  and 
general  Terms }  that  from  the  beginning  theDefign  of  France  was  to  fceure  Spain 
and  the  Weft-Indies  to  King  Philip ;  to  create  Jealoufics  among  the  Allies }  and 
that  France  offer'd  to  Treat  with  England  and  Holland  either  by  themfelvcs,  or 
jointly  with  the  Reft  of  the  Allies,  which  is  left  to  the  Choice  of  England. 

On  ther7th  of  Jpril,  lju.  O.  S.  f  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  tranfmits  thefe  Pro- 
pofitions to  Lord  Raby,  the  Queen's  AmbafTador  at  the  Hague,  with  Orders  to 
Communicate  them  to  the  Penfionary,  «  to  afiiirc  that  Minifter  the  Queen  was 
4  refolv'd  in  making  Peace,  as  in  making  War,  to  Aft  in  perfect  Concert  with 
*  the  States,  and  defires  the  Secret  may  be  kept  among  as  few  as  poffible  } 
4  he  confefles  that  the  Terms  of  the  feveral  Propofitions  arc  very  general,  that 
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there  is  an  Air  of  Complaifance  fhown  to  England,  and  the  contrary  to  Holland, 
which  might  be  of  ill  Confequence,  but  can  be  of  none,  as  long  as  the  Queen 
and  States  take  care  to  underftand  each  other,  and  to  act  with  as  little  Re- 
ferve  as  becomes  two  Powers  fo  nearly  ally'd  in  Intereft ;  and  defires  the  Pen- 
fionary  to  be  aflur'd,  that  this  Rule  fhall  on  our  Part  be  inviolably  obferv'd. 
Lord  Raby  by  his  Letters  of  May  the  zfth  and  z<5th,  171 1.  N.  S.  to  Mr.  St. 
John,  in  anfwer  to  thefe  Orders  and  Aflurances,  acquaints  him,  *  '  That  the  Pen- 
fionary  had,  with  thofe  of  that  State  who  had  been  formerly  employ'd  in  the 
Negotiations  of  Peace,  confider'd  Monfieur  deforefs  Propofitions,  and  the  ob- 
liging Manner  in  which  her  Majefty  was  pleas'd  to  Communicate  them;  that 
they  thank'd  her  Majefty  for  her  Confidence  in  them,  and  allure  her,  that 
theirs  is  reciprocal ;  and  that  as  her  Majefty  had  promis'd,  ihe  will  make  no  ftep 
towards  a  Peace  but  in  concert  with  them,  they  defire  lhe  may  be  aflur'd  of 
the  fame  on  their  Part,  and  that  they  will  make  no  ftep  in  that,  or  any  other 
kind  of  Negotiation,  which  regards  the  mutual  Interefts  of  both  Nations,  but 
in  Communication  and  Concert  with  her  Majefty  j  they  urge  the  Neceflity 
of  an  entire  Confidence  one  with  the  other,  at  this  Critical  juncture ;  they  de- 
clare themfelves  weary  of  the  War,  which  they  endeavour  to  conceal  from 
the  Enemy,  leaft  he  inould  make  his  Advantage  by  itj  and  that  they  are  rea- 
dy to  join  in  any  Meafures,  which  her  Majefty  fhall  think  proper,  to  obtain  si 
good  Peace.  But  they  look  upon  thefe  Propofitions  as  yet,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Secretary  does,  to  be  very  dark  and  general,  and  defign'd  to  create  Jea- 
loufies  between  her  Majefty,  that  Republick,  and  the  Allies;  but  they  depend 
upon  her  Majefty's  Juftice  and  Prudence,  to  prevent  any  fuch  ill  Effect,  and 
hope  flie  will  make  the  French  explain,  more  particularly,  the  feveral  Points 
contain'd  in  them. 

After  thefe  mutual  Aflurances  had  pafled  betwixt  England  and  Holland,  the 
Committee  is  furpriz'd  to  find  not  the  leaft  Communication  to  the  States  of  the 
Negotiations  that  were  carrying  on,  for  above  five  Months  together,  betwixt 
England  and  France,  'till  after  the  fpecial  Preliminaries  were  fign'd,  and  the  {even 
general  Preliminaries  were  concluded  and  fent  to  them. 

In  the  mean  time  Lord  Raby,  not  being  as  yet  let  into  the  Secret,  freely  de- 
clares, f  «  He  thought  it  advifcable,  and  neceflary,  to  go  open  with  the  States  in 

*  this  Matter  of  the  Propofitions ;  %  acquaints  the  Secretary  that  all  the  Letters 

*  from  France  agreed,  that  all  the  Hopes  the  French  had.  was  to  fow  Jealoufies 

*  among  the  Allies.    And  ||  repeats  his  Advice,  *  That  wc   muft  aft  cautioufly 

*  with  them  (the  States)  that  they  may  have  no  reafon  to  accufe  u»,  for  taking 
'  the  leaft  Meafures  without  them. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  prepared  his  Excellency  to 
have  other  Sentiments  of  the  manner  of  carrying  on  this  Negotiation,  and  in 
his  Letter  of  the  2pth  of  May  §  acquaints  him  with  the  agreeable  News,  l  That 
it  was  her  Majefty's  Pleafure,  that  his  Excellency  fhould  make  all  poflible  hafte 
to  come  over,  fince  her  Service  may  better  difpenfc  with  his  Abfence  at  this 
Point  of  time,  than  it  will  perhaps  do  at  another,  and  fince  we  muft  now  ex- 
ped  to  have  very  foon  upon  the  Tapis,  many  Intrigues,  concerning  which 
the  Queen  thinks  it  expedient  that  he  inould  confer  with  the  Minifters  here; 
acquaints  him,  that  her  Majefty  defign'd,  upon  his  arrival,  to  give  him  the  Pro- 
motion in  the  Peerage,  which  he  had  defired.  And  then,  that  his  Excellency 
might  begin  to  have  fome  Notions  agreeable  to  the  Senfe  of  our  Minifters, 
Mr.  St.  John  in  anfwer  to  fome  very  long  Letters  of  his  Lordfliip's,  full  of  his 
own  Reafonings,  and  the  repeated  Aflurances  of  the  Minifters  of  the  States 


prove  no  eaiie  Task  to  difen 
-  tangle  our  Affairs  without  Tearing  or  Rending. 

But  this  work  of  Tearing  and  Rending  did  not  at  all  difcourage  his  Excellency, 
who  waiting  then  for  feveral  Pofts  from  England,  ftop'd  by  contrary  Winds,  and 
beginning  to  fufpeft  that  the  courfe  of  the  Negotiation  was  turn'd  into  another 
Channel,  that  the  Miniftry  here  might  be  fatisfy'd  that  his  Lordihip  could  with- 
out much  difficulty  depart  from  his  own  Opinion,  f  he  declares  in  his  Letter  of 
June  the  16th,  171 1,  N.S.  to  Mr.  St.  John;  '  You  may  be  aflured,I  will  venture 
^  any  thing  and  undertake  any  thing  to  ferve  the  Queen,  you  may  venture  bold- 
ly to  trult  me  with  the  real  Intentions,  and  be  aflur'd,  I  will  not  make  further 

<  ufe 
*  Vol.  1.  fil  jq  and  33.     f  Jntu  1.  1711.  Vol.  1.  fil.  6f.     i  ?«„,  I2.  Vol   1    fit  80. 
>J™<  20.  Vol.  1.  fil.  89.    $  Vol.  1.  fil.  ,3.    fl  ro/.u  fil  .77.    J  J       J 
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«  ufc  of  them,  than  according  to  my  Inflruftions.  He  cells  him,  if  the  tiling  is 
«  actually  gone  no  further  than  it  appears,  and  France  has  not  yet  explain'd,  and 
«  he  has  a  mind,  that  he  fhould  come  over  for  the  Queen's  Service,  he  is  ready 
4  to  come  in  a  Yatcht,  Frigat,  Packet-Boat,  or  any  wayj  and  concludes  in  fhorr, 
4  Difpofe  of  me  how  vou  plcafe,  for  all  my  defire  is  to  fcrvc  her  Majefty  to  her 
«  Satisfaction,  and  I  fhall  never  grudge  any  Danger  and  Pains. 

This  voluntary  and  frank  Declaration  his  Excellency  defircs  in  a  particular 
manner,  may  with  his  humble  Compliments  be  communicated  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Mr.  Ilarley. 

It  has  been  already  obferv'd,  that  all  Corrcfpondence  betwixt  England  and  Hol- 
land, concerning  the  prefent  Treaty,  ended  with  the  Communication  of  the  firft 
Propofitions  of  France;  if  the  Dutch  had  made  any  Attempt  to  wrcft  the  Nego- 
tiation out  of  the  Hands  of  theQiieen,  if  they  had  enter'd  into  any  feparateMea- 
fures,  or  taken  any  Steps  that  might  give  juft  Occafion  of  Offence  or  Sufpicion 
to  England,  'tis  very  probable  the  Accounts  of  any  fuch  Proceedings  would 
have  been  left  by  the  Miniftry, ,  for  their  own  Juftification  ;  but  the  Committee 
do  not  find  the  leaft  intimation  of  this  kind,  and  are  at  a  lofs  to  know  upon  what 
Pretence  fuch  folemn  Aflurances  were  difpens'd  with  as  foon  as  made,  and  the 
Honour  and  Name  of  the  Queen  facrificed  to  the  private  views  of  herMinifters. 
All  Tranfa&ions  betwixt  England  and  France  during  this  time,  except  two  or 
three  Papers,  arc  entirely  fupprefs'd,  which  in  Lord  Strafford's  Inftru&ions  of  O- 
Rober  the  ill,  171 1,  *  are  faid  to  have  been  carry'd  on  by  Papers  fent  backward 
and  forward,  and  much  time  fpent  therein  5  the  firft  Paper,  that  is  found,  is 
call'd,  -f"  Private  Propofitions  fent  by  Mr.  Prior  from  England,  dated  July  1.  No.(z.) 
The  next  is  a  Paper  call'd,  JMr.  Prior's  Authority ;  this  is  fign'd,  Anne  R.  at 
the  top,  and  A.  R.  at  the  bottom,  not  countcrfign'd,  and  is  without  a  Date,  and 
the  Contents  are,  Mr.  Prior  is  fully  Inflrucled  and  Authorized  to  communicate  to 
France  our  Preliminary  Demands,  and  to  bring  us  back  the  Anfioer. 

Thefe  two  Papers  together  muft  be  underftood  to  be  Mr.  Prior's  Powers  and 
Inftru&ions,  or  are  at  leaft  all  that  are  found  in  the  Office,  or  given  in  by  him  j 
but  by  an  Entry  in  Lord  Strafford's  Book  fubjoin'd  to  thefe  private  Propofitions 
carry'd  over  by  Mr.  Prior,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Prior  had  Orders  to  fee  if  France 
had  full  Powers  from  Spain. 

Thefe  Propofitions,  which  were  form'd  here,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  the 
little  Concern  the  Miniftry  had  to  make  good  the  repeated  AJTurances,  that  had 
been  given  to  the  Allies,  in  the  Queen's  Name,  to  make  the  French  more  plain 
and  particular,  fince  in  all  things  that  concern  the  Allies  the  Englifb  Propofals 
are  as  dark  and  general,  as  thofe  that  came  from  France,  and  if  this  ftill  could  be 
any  Queftion,  it  is  fufficiently  clear'd  up  in  a  third  Paper,  entituled,  §  Draught  of 
Anfwers  upon  the  Conference  with  Monfteur  Mefnager,  wherein  the  Briti/h  Miniftry 
is  much  furpriz'd  to  find  '  That  Monfieur  Mefnager  had  Orders  to  infill  that  the 
'  Queen  fhould  enter  into  particular  Engagements  upon  divers  Articles  which 
4  depend  not  upon  her,  and  which  regard  the  Intereft  of  the  Allies  j  they  appeal 

*  to  all  the  Papers  which  had  been  fent  backward  and  forward  during  this  Ne- 

*  gotiation,  and  to  that  which  was  carry'd  by  Mr.  Prior,  that  the  Principle  up- 

*  on  which  they  had  treated  all  along  was,  That  France  fhould  confent  to  adjuft 

*  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain  in  the  firft  Place.  This  is  a  Principle  from  which 
4  the  Queen  can  never  depart,  and  that  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  remit  the 

*  Difcuffion  of  the  particular  Intereft  of  the  Allies  to  general  Conferences. 

By  this  it  appears,  that  the  Minifter  of  France  was  inftru&ed  to  treat  of  the 
Interefts  of  the  Allies,  which  the  Englifi  Miniftry  would  by  no  means  con- 
fent to.  » 

By  Monfieur  Tory's  Propofals,  France  offer'd  to  Treat  with  England  2nd  Holland, 
either  by  themfelves,  or  jointly  with  the  reft  of  the  Allies,  not  conceiving  that 
Holland  could  poffibly  be  excluded  from  the  Negotiation ;  but  it  is  dctermin'd  by 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  "to  carry  on  a  feparate  Negotiation  with  France,  exclufive  of 
all  the  Allies,  and  in  their  private  Propofitions,  an  Exprefs  Article  is  inferted, 
4  That  the  Secret  fhould  be  inviolably  kept,  'till  allow'd  to  be  divulg'd  by  the 
4  Confent  of  both  Parties}  and  thereby  England  put' the  Negotiation  into  a  Me- 
thod more  Advantagious  for  France,  than  France  had  propoled  or  could  hope 
for. 

The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  infet  hereof  the  firft  Part  of  the  Eighth  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Grand  Alliance,  wherein  it  is  ftipulated,  Neutri  partium  fas  Jit,  Bello 

femel 

*  Fol.  1.  fol.  113.  t  Vol  1.  fiX  93.  %  Ftl  1.  fit.  97.  %  'Fit.  i.  fit.  16.  r.  p,tt  j. 
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few!  fufcepto,  de  Pace  cum  Hoflc  traclare,  tuft  conjitnelim,  &  communicatis  Confiliis 
cum  altaa  Parte.  What  will  be  thought  of  ib  manifeft  a  Violation,  as  this  whole 
Proceeding  appears  to  be,  of  the  Grand  Alliance,  the  Committee  will  not  take 
upon  tlvm  to  determine;  but  this  Step  being  once  taken,  and  Secret  Prelimi- 
naries iign'd  upon  this  Foot  between  England  and  France,  before  any  thing  had 
been  finally  Treated  and  Concluded  for  the  Security  of  Great  Britain,  what  fa- 
tal Confcquences  did  happen  to  her  Majeity's  Kingdoms,  and  what  Advantages 
accrued  to  the  common  Enemy,  feems  to  deferve  the  moft  mature  Confidera- 
■iion. 

Before  we  leave  thefe  Propofitions  it  muft  be  obferv'd,  that  here,  in  the  very 
Infancy  of  the  Negotiation,  the  Trade  of  the  World,  and  the  entire  Spanifh  Mo- 
narchy, which  had  coll:  fo  many  Millions,  and  the  Effufion  of  fo  much  Blood, 
without  being  once  infilled  upon,  contrary  to  the  repeated  Addrefles  of  feveral 
Parliaments,  and  the  declar'd  Senfe  of  the  Queen,  are  given  up  by  the  Englijb 
Miniftry  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  for  Verbal  Affurances  that  the  Crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  {hall  never  be  United  ;  and  that  this  was  done  fo  early,  will  be 
NecefTary  to  be  remember'd  in  the  further  Progrefs  of  thefe  Tranfa&ions. 

There  is  no  Account  given  of  any  Correfpondence  with  Mr.  Prior  during 
this  his  Stay  in  france,  nor  does  the  certain  time  of  his  Continuance  there  appear. 
Upon  his  Arrival  in  France,  Monf.  de  "tony  in  his  Letter  of  the  3d  of  Auguft,  * 
1 7 1 1 ,  N.  S.  tells  Mr.  St.  John, « he  faw  with  great  Pleafure  Mr.  Prior  return  after  an 

*  interval  of  fo  many  Years;  that  he  could  have  wifti'd,he  had  had  greater  Liberty 
1  to  employ  thofe  Talents  which  he  was  perfuaded  he  would  have  made  a  good  Ufe 

*  of,  but  he  hopes  Monf.  Mefnager  will  lupply  what  he  could  not  do.  Upon  his 
Return  he  was  attended  by  Monf.  Mefnager,  a  Minifter  of  France,  Vefted  witk 
full  Powers  in  due  Form,  and  f  dated  Auguft  3, 171 1.  to  Treat,  Negotiate,  Con- 
clude, and  Sign  with  fuch  Minifters,  as  fhould  be  authoriz'd  in  due  form,  not  by 
Britain  only,  but  any  of  the  Princes  or  Eftates  then  in  actual  War  with  France. 

That  Monf.  Mefnager,  upon  his  Arrival  here,  frequently  conferr'd  with  the 
Queen's  Minifters,  appears  by  many  Inftances;  but  the  fubjecr.  Matter  of  thefe 
Conferences,  the  Times,  Places,  and  particular  Perfons  with  whom  he  Treated, 
or  by  what  Authority,  the  Committee  find  no  Account  of,  till  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 171 1. 

By  a  Letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  then  at  London,  of  that  date  to  the 
Queen  at  Windfor,  No.  \  (3.)  it  appears,  that  the  Lord  Ireafurer,  Lord  Chamber- 
lain,  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  John  met  Monf.  Mefnager  that  Evening  at 
Mr.  Prior's  Houfe  >  which  Meeting,  as  Mr.  St.  John  fays,  was  by  Older  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  but  feems  unknown  to  the  Queen,  until  the 
Secretary  acquainted  her  with  it  by  this  Letter. 

At  this  Meeting  Monf.  Mefnager  deliver'd  to  the  Britijh  Minifters  the  Anfwer, 
fign'd  by  the  King  of  France,  to  the  Demands  laft  fent  over  by  England;  which 
Demands  and  Anfwers  were  made  the  Secret  Preliminary  Articles  betwixt  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  were  iign'd  as  fuch,  September  27,  171 1.  by  Monf.  Mef- 
nager on  the  Part  of  France,  and  the  Acceptation  of  them  by  Lord  Dart  mouthy 
and  Mr.  St.  John,  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain.  No.  ^  (4.) 

Mr.  St.  John,  in  this  Letter,  reprefents  it  to  the  Queen,  as  the  Unanimous 
Opinion  of  her  Servants,  then  prefent,  that  a  Warrant  and  full  Powers  fhould 
be  prcpar'd  that  Night,  and  tranfmitted  to  her  Majcfty  to  be  fign'd,  in  Order 
to  pafs  the  Great  Seal  the  next  Day,  whereby  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham/hire,  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol,  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  Earl  Poulett,  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  Henry  St.  John,  and  Matthew  Prior,  Efqrs;  were  to  be  Conftituted 
Plenipotentiaries,  to  meet  and  treat  with  Monfieur  Mefnager ;  which  Warrant, 
and  a  Tranflation  of  the  full  Powers,  were  fent  to  the  Queen.  No.  (y.)  § 

This  Warrant  under  the  Signet  appears  fign'd  by  the  Queen,  directing  the 
Lord  Keeper  tc  affix  the  Great  Seal  to  an  Inftrument  thereunto  annex'd,  con- 
taining her  Commiffion  to  himfelf,  and  others,  therein  nam'd,  to  meet  and  treat 
with  the  Sieur  Mefnager;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  fuch  Inftrument  did 
pafs  the  Great  Seal,  the  Warrant  remains  not  counterfign'd,  and  is  endors'd  Not 
u/ed. 

This  Warrant  is  dated  the  17th  of  September,  although  'tis  manifeft,  by  Mr. 
St.  John's  Letter,  it  was  not  prepar'd,  nor  thought  of,  'till  the  20th. 

This  antedating  feems  defign'd,  to  juftifie  the  Minifters,  in  their  meeting  and 
conferring  with  the  Queen's  Enemies,  previous  to  the  Warrant  j  which  never 

palling 
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Joadlng  into  a  legal  Authority,  it  appears  that  th  betwixt 

France  and  the  Queen's  Minillers  here,  were  begun   and   carry'id  on  from  the 
nth   of  April  to  the  zjth  ol"  September,    171 1,    when    the    Warrant 
Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  John  was  fign'd,  witl  '■-■  or  written   \u 

rity  from  the  Queen  j  and  it  is  very  obfervable  that  the  Queen  was  brought  in- 
'to' thefe  Mcafures,  by  its  being  reprefentcd  -to  her  by  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
the  unanimous  Opinion  of  all  her  Minillers,  to  which  alone  the  Affent  of  tha 
Queen  is  to  be  afcrib'd. 

But  what  is  more  ftrange,  is,  that  after  Mr.  St.  John  had  reprefentcd  it  to  the 
Queen,  as  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  her  Minillers,  that  full  Powers  mufl  im- 
mediately pafs  the  Great  Seal  to  Authorize  them  to  meet  and  treat  with  the 
laid  Monf.  Mefnager,  thefe  Powers  fhould  be  laid  afide:  And  the  Acceptation  of 
the  Preliminaries  lign'd  by  Lord  Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St.  John,  by  Vcrtuc  of  a 
*  Warrant  directed  to  them  two  only,  fign'd  by  the  Queen  at  top  and  bottom^ 
and  countcriign'd  by  no  Body.     No.  (6) 

Where  the  Obltruction  arofc  to  the  palling  thefe  Powers,  docs  not  appear 
to  the  Committee  j  but  thole  Minillers  feem  Confcious  to  themfelves  of  what 
was  doing,  who  fo  readily  concurr'd  in  privately  meeting,  conferring  and  treat- 
ing with  the  Minillers  of  France,  till  this  feparate  Negotiation  was  brought  to 
Maturity ;  but  avoided  to  become  Parties  when  the  Treaty  was  to  be  fign'd  and 
executed. 

This  great  Care  and  Caution  for  their  own  Perfons,  and  little  Regard  for  the 
Honour  and  Interelt  of  their  Queen  and  Country,  appears  through  this  whole 
feparate  Negotiation :  It  being  very  remarkable  that  there  is  not  one  Paper  of 
Powers  or  Instructions  throughout  the  whole  Affair  counr.<*rfign'd  by  any  one 
Miniller,  but  the  Queen's  Name  cxpos'd  to  cover  all}  which  looks  as  if  they 
flatter'd  themfelves,  that  this  Omiffion  of  their  Duty  would  be  fufficient  to 
skreen  them  from  the  Juftice  of  the  Nation,  if  thefe  Matters  lhould  ever  come 
to  be  enquir'd  into. 

After  fuch  a  Sacrifice  made  of  the  general  Intereft  of  Europe,  fuch  adire£l  Vi- 
olation of  the  Grand  Alliance,  and  fuch  unwarrantable  and  illegal  Steps  taken  in 
tranfacling  and  concluding  thefe  Special  Preliminaries  between  England  and  France^ 
>t  had  been  but  reafonable  to  expect  in  them  fome  very  particular  Advantages 
and  Conceffions  made  to  Great  Britain,  to  attone  for  fuch  unprecedented  Tranf- 
a&ions;  but  it  is  ailonifhing  to  find  how  infignificant  all  the  Demands  are,  that 
were  made  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain  j  and,  inconfiderable  as  they  were,  how 
ineffectual  they  have  fince  been  rendred. 

Nothing  poflibly  could  be  faid  lefs  with  Regard  to  the  Succeflion,  than  what 
is  here  demanded  in  the  firll  Article.  The  Queen  not  yet  acknowledged  by 
France,  nor  defign'd  to  be  lb,  'till  the*  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  as  France  after- 
wards explain'd  this  Article  at  the  Geneml  Congrcls-,  not  a  word  of  removing 
the  Pretender,  nor  any  Engagement  not  to  fupport  him  in  any  Attempt  he  might 
make  upon  the  Nation. 

The  fecond  Article  offers  a  Treaty  of  Commerce,  in  fuch  doubtful  Words,  as 
France  only  could  make  Advantage  of. 

In  the  Article  of  Dunkirk,  the  Equivalent  is  cxprefs'd  in  fo  flrong  a  manner, 
and  the  Demolition  fo  very  loofely ;  as  could  not  but  bring  certain  and  great  Pre- 
judice to  our  Allies,  with  very  little  Profpect  of  Advantage  to  our  fclves ;  and 
fatal  Experience  has  convine'd  us,  what  Security  is  procur'd  for  our  Navigation 
by  this  third  Article.  But  the  Hiftory  of  this  will  be  further  explain'd  in  its 
proper  Place. 

The  fifth  and  feventh  Articles  chiefly  regard  the  JJftento  Contract;  what  a 
National  Advantage  that  is  like  to  be,  is  now  too  well  underftood  to  want 
much  Explanation:  But  with  what  Views  the  Minillers  were  fo  fond  of  this,  as 
to  make  it  their  chief  Care  and  Concern,  will  no  longer  be  a  doubt  when  it  {hall 
appear  that  this  part  of  the  Treaty  was  calculated  only  for  private  Advantage. 

What  the  Miniflry  themfelves  thought  moft  valuable  in  thefe  Articles,  was 
that  Part  of  the  Seventh  which  grants  us  an  Advantage  0$  if  per  Cent,  upon  our 
Manufactures  fent  to  Spain. 'But  this  great  Advantage  foon  vanifh'd  into  nothing  j 
and  was  given  up  by  our  Miniflry  here.  The  Bifhop  of  BriJlol_  fays  indeed  of  it, 
in  his  Letter  of  the  17th  ofAuguft,  171Z,  "f  Thatit  was  granted  byihcFrench  with 
«  Defign  either  to  inflame  things  between  us  and  the  Dutch,  or  to  give  the  French 
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a  pretence  to  ftipulate  for  themfelves  fuch  particular  Advantages  in  the  Spmijb 
Trade  as  may  be  the  Ruin  of  ours. 

But  what  is  rooft  Remarkable  in  the  Seventh  Article  is  the  Introduction  to 
it,  in  which  the  Miniftry  confefs  themfelves  to  have  been  impos'd  upon  by  France  > 
for  they  declare  that  from  the  firft  Propofals  of  Monf.  deTorcy  to  that  time,  they 
always  undcrftood  that  by  the  real  Securities  promis'd  in  thofe  Propofals,  were 
meant  Places*  which  now  was  abfolutely  refus'dj  and, they  confent  to  take  for 
real  Securities  what  they  confefs  is  none,  but  what  a  Love  of  Peace  may  induce 
them  to  accept  as  an  Equivalent.    ,   *  . 

What  was  really  of  moil  Importance  to  England  was  the  Eighth  Article,  which 
relates  to  Hudforfs-Bay  and  Newfoundland  %  but.  the  Miniftry  fuffer'd  themfelves 
to  be  fo  grofly  impos'd  upon  in  this  Article,  that  they  directly  give  to  France  all 
they  wanted,  which  was  a  Liberty  of  taking  and  drying  their  Filhj  whilft  France 
gives  nothing  at  all  to  us,  but  refers  our  moft  valuable  Interefts  to  the  general 
Conferences :  Which  was  but  another  manner  of  denying  them,  as  the  Event  has 
fufficiently  mown. 

We  demand  in  the  Sixth  Article,  that  we  (hall  have  all  the  Privileges  that 
have  been  or  {hall  be  granted  by  Spain  to  the  Subjects  of  France,  or  any  other 
Nation.  Whereas  the  Minifters  ought  to  have  infilled  that  France  fhould  not 
upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever  be  permitted  to  Trade  to  the  Spanijh  Weft- Indies, 
which  they  would  not  have  omitted, if  they  had  had  the  leaft  regard  to  theTrade 
of  Great  Britain,  or  had  not  entirely  forgot  the  eighth  Article  of  the  Grand  Al- 
liance j  wherein  it  is  exprefly  ftipulated,  as  a  Condition  without  which  no  Peace 
fhall  be  made,  neque  ipfis  ibidem  (that  is  the  French  in  the  Spanifto  Weft-Indies) 
Navigatio  Mefcatura  exercend<e  causa  fub  quocunque  pratextu,  direcle  <vel  indireile  per- 
mittatur.  One  thing  further  is  to  be  obferv'd  of  thefe  Articles,  that  fuch  of  them 
as  any  way  relate  to  Spain  are  exprefly  granted  in  the  Name  and  by  Vcrtue  of 
Powers  given  by  King  Philip,  and  yet  after  this,  all  Intentions  of  leaving  any  part 
of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  to  King  Philip  ispublickly  difavow'dj  as  will  afterwards 
appear. 

This  fhort  view  of  thefe  Special  Preliminaries  fufficiently  demonftrates  that  the 
Intereft  of  Britain  was  not  the  Inducement  to  our  Minifters  to  proceed  in  this 
extraordinary  manner.  Yet  trivial  as  thefe  Advantages  are5  France  is  prefs'd  that 
they  may  be  firft  adjufted  j  to  what  ufe  and  purpofe  is  fully  explain'd  in  the 
Draught  of  Anpwcrs  upon  the  Conferences  -with    Monfieur  Mefnager,   *  That  our 

*  Minifters  may  be  enabled  to  engage  the  Queen  to  make  the  Conclufion  of  the 

*  general  Peace  eafie  to  France. 

It  is  declared,  That  to  fettle  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain  in  the  firft  place  is 
a  Principle  from  which  the  Queen  can  never  depart  j  this  Plea  was  made  ufe  of,  to 
defer  the  Interefts  of  all  the  Allies  to  be  difcufs'd  at  general  Conferences  j  but 
the  Turn  given  to  it  here  was  to  amufe  the  People,  by  perfuading  them  that  the 
Englijh  Miniftry  was  contending  for  great  and  particular  Advantages  and  Concef- 
fions  to  be  made  to  Great  Britain,  that  might  make  us  fome  Amends  for  that 
great  and  unequal  Burthen  which  we  had  lain  under  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  War. 

But  the  Englijh  Miniftry  having  thought  fit  every  where  to  extol  and  magni- 
fie  the  vaft  Advantages  that  were  granted  to  Great  Britain,  France  refolved  to 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  declar'd  thefe  Articles  were  an  eventual  or  conditi- 
onal Treaty  only*  and  that  the  King  of  France  would  not  be  oblig'd  to  make' 
them  good,  but  in  cafe  of  the  figning  of  a  general  Peace  j  in  this  Senfe  Monfieur 
Mefnager  fign'd  them,  and  with  this  Condition  they  are  accepted  on  our  Part. 
Hard  Terms !  That  fuch  Conceffions  as  thefe  were  not  to  be  purchas'd  at  a  left 
Price  than  forcing  upon  our  Allies  fuch  Conditions  of  Peace  as  France  fhould  be 
pleas'd  to  impofe  upon  them ;  and  this  the  Miniftry  were  fully  appriz'd  of  fome 
time  before  they  were  accepted,  for  in  prcfling  to  fettle  and  adjuft  fingly  and 
feparately  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain,they  enforce  it  by  faying  6  France  can  run 
4  no  Risk  in  fuch  Engagements,  fince  the  Special  Preliminaries  will  have  no  Effect 
'  till  a  general  Peace  fhall  be  fign'd. 

By  thefe  means  the  Committee  obferve  to  how  fatal  a  Dilemma  the  Queen 
was  brought  by  her  Miniftry  5  fhe  muft  either  now  go  on  through  all  Adven- 
tures in  the  Meafures  of  Fra nee,  or  they  had  it  in  their  Power,  by  divulging  the  Se- 
cret and  expofing  fuch  a  notorious  Breach  of  National  Faith,  to  make  what  Ad- 
vantage they  thought  fit  of  it  among  the  Allies,  who  muft  from  this  time  think 

them- 
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tihcmfelves  difengagcd  from  the  Queen,  if  they  could  find  their  own  Accoan: 
looking  alter  themlclvcs. 

And  that  the  French  were  neither  fo  ignorant,  nor  wanting  reives  as  to 

mifs  fuch  an  Opportunity,  appears  above  three  Months  before  thefe  Articles  were 
fign'd.  When  Lord  Raby  in  his  *  Letter  of  the  20th  of  June,  17 1 1 ,  N.S.  to  Mr.  St. 
John,  acquaints  him, '  That  both  the  Penfionary  and  Monfieur  Vander  Duffen  had  fcen 
'  a  Letter  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  giving  an  Account  that  they  had  begun  a 
f  Negotiation  in  England. 

By  this  Management  the  Englijb  Ministry  had,  under  Colour  of  the  Queen's 
Authority,  and  the  pretence  of  treating  of  a  Peace,  put  it  in  the  Power  of 
France  to  diveSt  the  Queen  of  all  her  Allies,  and  given  them  greater  Advantages 
than  they  could  any  other  ways  have' hoped  for. 

On  the  fame  Day  that  the  Special  Preliminaries  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  fign'd,  which  it  was  a  fundamental  Condition  Should  be  conceal'd  with  the 
utmoft  Secrecy,  another  fett  of  General  Preliminaries  on  the  part  of  France, 
No.  (7.)  f  was  fign'd  by  Monfieur  Mefnager  only  ;  which  Mr.  St.  John,  in  his  Letter 
to  the  Queen,  fays,  were  to  be  fent  into  Holland,  as  the  Foundation  of  a  Ge- 
neral Peace,  in  which  my  Lord  treafurer  had  made  fome  Alterations  to  make 
the  whole  more  palatable  abroad.  And  on  the  fame  Day,  a  feparate  Article  was 
fign'd  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  which  is  here  annex'd.  |  No.(j.) 

From  this  time  a  perfect  Confidence  was  established  between  the  two  Mini- 
ftries  of  England  and  France ;  and  in  the  Letters  written  in  the  Month  of  October, 
a  mutual  Sincerity  is  recommended  and  engag'd  for,  and  that  a  perfect  Unani- 
mity be  maintain'd  for  accomplishing  the  Work  in  hand. 

Lord  Strafford's  Instructions  in  order  to  his  immediate  Return  into  Holland 
were  now  preparing,  and  dated  Oct.  i.  O.  S.  171 1.  And  as  ancarly  proof  of  the 
Confidence  which  Mr.  St.  John  repos'd  in  the  French  Minifter,  he  acquaints  Mon- 
fieur de  Tony  by  his  Letter  of  Oclober  2,  O.  S.  that  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  go- 
ing for  Holland;  and  fays,||  *  Your  Miniver,  (meaning  Monfieur  Mefnager,  who  was 
*  then  going  back  to  Frame  and  carried  this  Letter,)  is  fully  inform 'd  in  what  the 
'  Earl  of  Strafford  is  topWpofe  to  the  States. 

Such  Intelligence  of  the  Queen's  Counfels,  which  Mr.  St.  John  confefTes  he 
had  given  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Queen's  Enemies,  feems  very  extraordinary;  e- 
fpecially  if  it  be  confider'd,  than  Lord  Strafford  was  fent  over  to  prefs  the  open- 
ing the  General,  Conferences,  with  ASTurances  of  the  greateft  Friendship  and  Con- 
cern for  the  Interests  of  the  States,  on  the  part  of  the  Queen,  and  by  her  Au- 
thority to  procure  from  France  jutt  Satisfaction  for  all  her  Allies;  and  in  his  In- 
structions is  likewife  directed  to  propofe  to  the  States  a  new  Scheme  for  carry- 
ing on  the  W  ar,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  fuch  Refolutions  as  the  Queen  had 
taken  concerning  it. 

Lord  Strafford's  Instructions  are  hereunto  annex'd,  No.  (8.)  §  wherein  almoSt  every 
Article  is  a  Specimen  of  the  Sincerity  with  which  our  Mini  Sters  intended  to  treat  the 
Allies.  He  is  Instructed  that  it  mull  be  the  moSl  careful  Endeavour  and  fix'd  Prin- 
ciple of  all  the  Confederates  to  hold  faft  together;  and  this  immediately  after  a 
feparate  Treaty  had  been  fign'd  by  Us;  and  if  the  Ministers  of  Holland  Should  ex- 
press any  Uneafinefs  at  their  Apprehensions  of  any  fuch  private  Agreement,  he  is 
order'd  by  evafive  Anfwers  to  avoid  giving  them  Satisfaction  concerning  it.  But 
his  chief  Bufinefs  was  to  deliver  to  the  States  the  Propositions  fign'd  by  Mon- 
fieur Mefnager,  as  the  Foundation  of  a  general  Peace,  and  as  the  whole  of  what 
had  been  Tranfacted ;  and  to  acquaint  them  that  France  had  propos'd  Utrecht,  Ni- 
meghen,Ais  la  ChapelU,  or  Liege,  to  be  the  Place  for  opening  the  Conferences;  to 
prefs  the  States  to  fix  upon  One  of  thefc  Places,  and  immediately  to  grant  Paf- 
fports  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  come  thither  and  open  the  General  Con- 
ferences. 

Thefc  Propositions,  fo  very  general  and  uncertain,  did  extreamly  alarm  the 
States,  as  not  being  a  fufficicnt  Foundation  upon  which  a  Negotiation  might 
be  hazarded;  they  dreaded  the  fatal  Confequences  of  opening  the  General  Confe- 
rences, before  the  Articles  offer'd  by  France  were  explain'd,  and  made  Specifick, 
and  especially  before  they  knew  at  all  what  they  were  to  truSt  to,  for  their  own 
Barrier,  and  for  their  Commerce. 

Thefe  Confidcrationj  made  them  for  fome  time  decline  granting  the  P.ifsportsj 
and  in  order  to  prevail  with  the  Queen  to  have  fome  regard  to  her  faithful  Allies,' 
and  particularly  in  the  two  great  Articles  of  their  Barrier,  and  Commerce,  they 
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fdnt  over  Monfieur  Buys  to  intercecd  with  her  Majefty  to  alter  her  Rcfolu- 
tionsj  they  make  the  fame  Reprefentations  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  but  all  t®  no 
Purpofc.  For  as  Mr.  St.  John  declar'd  in  his*  Letter  to  my  Lord  Strafford  of  QSlo- 
ber  the  j>th,  *  certain  it  is  that  her  Majefty  has  fo  far  detefmin'd  upon  her  Mea- 

*  furesj  that  thole  will  deceive  themfelves  who  may  imagine  by  delay  or  other  Ar- 

*  tifices  to  break  them.  AndagainAViwfffortheid,  to  LordS  trafford,  f  'The  Queen 
'  will  not  finally  concert  a  Plan  for  the  Profecution  of  the  War  with  the  States,  un- 
'  til  they  join  with  her  in  agreeing  to  open  the  Conferences  of  Peace.  And  Lord 
iSVr^Wacquaints  Mr.  St.  John,  November  the  ifth,  %  'that  he  had  now  told  them 
'  her  Majefty's  Order  to  him  was  to  Declare,  That  fhe  fhould  look  upon  any  delay 
'  as  a  Rcfufal  to  comply  with  her  Propofitions. 

In  thefe  Circlimftances  the  Dutch  at  laft  comply  to  grant  the  Pafsports,  and  a- 
grec  to  open  the  general  Conferences  at  the  time  fix'd  by  the  Queen,  January 
the  i ft,    1711-12., 

The  Refo'lutiort  of  the  States  General  upon  this  Occafion  is  hereunto  annex'd,  (I 
No.  (9)  as  a  Paper  that  muft  have  mov'd  any  fett  of  Men,  not  already  determin'd 
to  hear  no  Realon  but  what  came  from  France;  for  altho'  the  Reprefentations 
made  by  the  States,  on  both  fides  the  Water,  had  made  fome  Impreffions,  as  is 
evident  by  a  §  Memorial  deliver'd  by  Mr.  St.  John  to  the  Abbot  Gaultier,  October 
the  zoth,  171 t,  No.  (10)  and  by  Mr.  St.  John's  $  Letter  to  Monfieur  de  torcyoi 
the  fame  date,  No.  ^ijthataccompany'd  it;  yet 'tis  in  the  Memorial  declar'd  'that 

*  the  Queen  remains  firm  in  her  firft  Refolutionof  caufing  the  Conferences  to  be 
'  opened  upon  the  Articles  fign'd  by  Monf.  Mefnager.  The  fame  Memorial  declares, 

*  it  was  abfolutely  ncceflary  that  the  moft  Chriftian  King  fhould  give  to  her  Ma- 
'  jefty  the  Queen,  fuch  Explications  of  his  Intentions  in  refpecr.  to  the  particular 

*  Interefts  of  the  Allies,  which  he  fhall  think  proper  to  engage  them  to  comemor* 
'  eafily  into  the  general  Negotiation.  So  that  hitherto  'tis  plain,  our  Minifters 
were  entirely  Ignorant  even  of  the  King  of  France's  Intentions  with  regard  to  the 
Allies.  And  again  'tis  faid,  *  If  her  Majefty  wifb.es  the  moft  Chriftian  King  would 

*  give  an  Explication  to  the  aforefaid  Demands,  &c.  \m  moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
1  may  allure  himfelf,  the  Queen  will  make  no  other  ufe  o^the  Trull  the  King  {hall 
'  repofc  in  her,  but  to  advance  the  Negotiation,  in  feekingthe  fhorteft  means,  and 

*  the  moft  effectual,  to  obtain  a  Peace  fo  much  coveted. 

It  is  therein  again  acknowledg'd,  that  the  Dutch  have  nothing  in  view  but  their 
Barrier  and  Commerce}  and  provided  the  Queen  can,  without  fear  of  being  difa- 
vow'd,  Specific  fomewhat  near  the  Barrier  that  France  will  confent  to  yield  to 
them,  and  to  allure  them  of  the  Tariff  of  1664,  there's  no  room  left  to  doubt  that 
the  Spates  General  would  come  without  any  further  Hefitation  into  the  Nego- 
tiation, in  the  fame  manner  as  it  had  been  concerted. 

But  leaft  all  thefe  Arguments  fhould  have  no  effect,  Mr.  St.  John  in  his  Letter 
to  Monfieur  de  T'orcy,  fays,  '  Thefe  Explications  will  diffipate  all  Clouds,  and 
'  you  may  believe  we  will  make  ufe  thereof  with  great  Referve,  when  I  allure 

*  you,  that  if  the  King  would  offer  a  Plan  of  Specifick  Preliminaries,  the  Queen 
'  will  never  Communicate  it  to  her  Allies  j  he  concludes,  If  theSieur  Gaultier  re- 

*  turns  with  thefe  marks  of  Confidence,  you  will  fee  our  Parliament  as  much  in- 
'  clineable  to  Peace  as  ever  it  was  to  War. 

Here  the  Committee  cannot  but  obfervethe  EngUJb  Miniftry  begging  of  France, 
after  they  had  been  feven  Months  treating  with  them,  that  they  may  have  fome 
Intimations  at  leaft  of  what  was  defign'd  for  the  Allies  5  expreffing  their  fear  of  being 
difavow'd  by  France,  after  they  had  gone  thefe  lengths  with  them  ;  declaring  the 
Dutch  would  come  into  the  Queen's  Meafures  if  they  could  but  know  any  thing 
near  the  Barrier  that  was  defign'd  them,  and  have  Security  about  their  Com- 
merce ipcrfifting  ftill,  without  any  fuch  Satisfaction  in  the  Meafures  prefcrib'dby 
France,  rcfolv'd  to  force  the  Allies  into  general  Conferences  upon  loofc  and  un- 
certain Articles,  and  promifing  if  they  could  but  have  fo  much  Credit  -with Franct 
as  to  be  trufted  at  all,  they  would  ufe  it  with  the  greateft  Referve,  and  never 
communicate  it  to  any  of  the  Allies  >  for  whofe  Satisfaction  only  it  is  pretended 
all  this  Submrflion  was  made. 

The  Return  made  by  France  is  to  be  feen  in  a  Paper  call'd,  *-f  Anfiwer  to  the 
Memorial  brought  by  Monfieur  Gaultier,  November  the  18th,  171 1.  No.  (11.)  Thi* 
Memorial  is  accompany'd  with  a  *\  Letter  from  Monfieur  de  'tony  to  Mr.  St.  John, 
of  the  fame  date,  wherein  he  tells  him  *  his  Majefty  wholly  depends  upon  the  Se- 
*■  crecy  and  good  ufe  you  will  make  of  the  entire  Confidence  he  tcftifies  to  the 

'  Queer* 
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c  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  King  or  France  extols  the  Firmncfs  of  the 
'  Queen,  and  feci  with  great  Pleafurc  the  new  Marks  of  Refolution  fhc  fhews. 

The  Committee  think  it  ncedlcfs  to  enter  into  a  particular  Difquifitiun  of  this 
Memorial;  but  obfervc  in  general,  that  nothing  had  at  this  time  been  demand- 
ed of  France  concerning  the  Difpofal  of  the  Netherlands ;  and  that  the  King  of 
France,  not  fatisfy'd  with  having  fecur'd  Spain  and  the  Il'ejl-hidies  to  his  Grand- 
fon,  propofes  to  flrip  the  Emperor  of  all  his  Dominions  in  Italy,  and  to  impofe 
upon  him  much  worfc  Terms  than  lie  afterwards  procured  for  himfelf,  when 
left  to  carry  on  the  War  alone.  The  Dutch  may  have  the  Tariff  of  1664,  with 
ibmc  Exceptions,  if  they  confent  to  this  Scheme;  if  not,  they  arc  to  be  punilhcd 
with  theLofs  of  their  Trade,  and  to  be  reduced  to  the  Tariff  of  irtop. 

But,   extravagant  as  this  Scheme  was,   it  is  rccciv'd  by  th<  -  Miniftcrs, 

without  any  Surprifc  orRcfcntmcnt;  and  Mr.  St.  John,  in  his*Lcttcr  of  the  ifth 
of November,   1711,  'thanks  Monfieur  de  T'orcy  for  the  Communication  of  it;  pro- 

*  mifes  to  make  a  difcrcct  Ufe  of  it,  and  to  keep  the  Contents  with  an  inviolable 
'  Secrecy,  and  that  the  utmoft  Efforts  lhould  be  ufed  by  England  to  fix  the  Pre- 
4  tendons  of  the  Allies;  he  rcprcfents  it  as  neceffary,  that  all  thofe  who  • 

4  Peace  may  mutually  help  one  another,  and  endeavour  to  finiih  the  Treaty  fo 
1  foon,  as  not  to  be  cxpos'd  to  another  Campaign. 

It  is  indeed  no  Wonder,  that  this  Plan  was  never  communicated  to  the  Allies, 
which  muft  at  once  have  broke  off  all  the  Conferences ;  and  detcrmin'd  them  ra- 
ther to  run  all  Hazards,  than  treat  upon  fo  ruinous  a  Foundation;  but  'tis  a 
Wonder  that  the  Englifh  Miniftxy  were  not  ftartled  when  they  law  fuch  a  Scene 
open'd:  But  this  fhews  with  what  Juftice  the  Minifhy  complain'd,  that  the  Al- 
lies would  not  enter  into  the  Queen's  Meafures,  when  they  never  were  inform'd 
what  the  Queen's  Meafures  were. 

Purfuant  to  the  Rcfolution  of  the  States-General  upon  the  prefling  Inftanccs 
of  the  Queen,  Pafsports  for  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  are  fent  to  Monfieur 
Buys,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  St.  John.  Utrecht  is  agreed  upon  here  to  be  the 
Place  for  the  general  Conferences. 

The  Biihop  of  Briflol,  then  Lord  Privy-Seal,  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  are 
appointed  her  Majelty's  Plenipotentiaries. 

December  the  2.3d,  171 1.  her  Majefty's  Instructions  to  her  faid  Plenipotentiaries 
are  fettled  and  Sign'd,  arid  are  hereunto  annexed.  \  No.  (12.) 

The  Committee  think  fit  to  maJke  one  Obfervation  upon  thefe  general  Instru- 
ctions, wherein  the  Plenipotentiaries  are  ordcr'd,  *That  if  it  Shall  be  thought  pro- 

*  per  to  begin  by  the  Difpofition  of  the  Spaniftj  Monarchy,  you  are  to  infift  tliat 
'  the  Security  and  reafonable  Satisfaction  which  the  Allies  expect,  and  which  his 

*  moft  Christian  MajeSty  has  promis'd,  cannot  be  obtain'd,  if  Spain  and  the  IVejl 
c  Indies  be  allotted  to  any  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon;  fo  that  hitherto  the 
Queen  thought  fit  to  declare  in  all  Publick  Acts,  that  Spain  and  the  IVeft-Indies 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  left  in  the  Poffeflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon;  altho' 
in  the  Special  Preliminaries,  fign'd  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St.  John, 
on  the  27th  of  September  preceding,  the  King  of  France  did  exprefly  promife  to 
make  good  the  fixth  Article  for  himfelf,  and  for  the  King  of  Spain,  purfuant  to 
the  Powers  which  were  then  in  his  MajcSty's  Hands. 

On  the  ifth  of  January,  171 1-1*2,  the '  Britifi  Plenipotentiaries  arrive  at  Utrecht; 
who  by  their  general  Instructions  being  order'd  to  concert  Meafures  with  the 
Ministers  of  the  Allies,and  at  the  Beginning  puduing  thefe  Directions;  Monfieur 
de  T'orcy,  on  the  31ft  of  January,  writes  to  Mr.  St.  John,  ^and  tells  him,  '  heper- 

*  ceives  there  was  not  fo  perfect  a  Confidence  eflabliSh'd  between  the  Plenipoten- 
'  tiaries  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  as  was  to  be  defir'd :  He  believes  therefore  he 

*  will  think  it  proper  to  fend  to  the  Biihop  of  Briflol  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford 
'  more  precifc  Instructions,  concerning  the  manner,  in  which  they  were  to  con- 

*  cert  their  Proceedings  with  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries.  And  in  the  Anfwer 
to  the  Memorial  fent  by  Monfieur  Gaultier,  §  March  the  28th,  171 2;  it  is  dela- 
red,  *  the  principal  Order  that  the  King  had  given  to  his  Plenipotentiaries,  when 
'  they  fet  out  for  Utrecht,  was  to  eStablifh  a  Strict  Intimacy  between  them  and 
'  the  Miniflers  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  at  the  Firft  General  Conference,  Lord  Strafford  took 
occafion  to  Declare,  That  the  Queen  had  receiv'd  the  General  Propositions  as 
a  Foundation  for  a  Negotiation  of  Peace :  but  that  they  were  binding  to  France 
only,  and  not  to  the  Allies;  to  which  the  French  Ministers  readily  aflentcd.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferv'd  through  the  whole  Proceeding,  that  this  is  meant  of  the 
Propositions  fign'd  by  Monfieur  Mefnager  only,  the  Congrefs  not  having  theleaft 
Notice  or  Cognizance  of  what  was  fign'd,  both  on  the  Part  of  France  and  Eng- 

D  land 
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land  too ;  which  had  been  hitherto  conccal'd,  and  upon  ail  Occafions  publickly 
difown'd. 

On  the  nth  of  February  iju-MyXhz French  feYLvcx'd.*  afpecifick  Explanation 
of  the  General  Preliminaries,  fign'd  by  Monfieur  Mcfnager.  No.  (13.) 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  King  of  France  here  makes,  as  well  as  in  the 
Special  Preliminaries,  his  firft  Offers,  in  the  Name  and  by  Vertue  of  Powers  from 
his  Grandfon  as  King  of  Spain;  how  the  Britifh  Plenipotentiaries  could  reconcile 
this  to  their  Inftru6tions,  and  how  their  Behaviour  upon  it  is  to  be  juftify'd,is 
not  very  clear. 

This  Explication  was  received  by  all  the  Allies  with  the  greateft  Indignati- 
on, and  deepeft  Concern ;  which  had  fuch  an  Effect,  that  Lord  Strafford  in  his 
t  Letter  of  the  1 6th  of  February,  I7ii-i2,fays, '  the  French  Minifters  are  mortify'd 
'  at  the  general  Difcontent  thefe  Offers  gave ;  and  feem  to  wifh  they  had  put  in 
'  Tournay  for  the  Dutch,  and  St.  Venant  to  be  demolifhed,  to  have  foftned  the 
4  Matter  at  its  firft  coming  out. 

Nor  were  our  Plenipotentiaries  without  their  Uneafineffes :  They  had  done  all 
they  could,  Lord  Strafford  fays,  to  perfwade  the  French  to  be  as  ample  in  the  Ex- 
plication as  they  could,  $'  being  that  is  what  will  have  a  great  Effect,  and  ftrike 
'  the  Minds  of  unthinking  People,  and  make  fome  Work  for  Reflexion  for  th« 
'  Faction.  The  Plenipotentiaries  complain,  they  are  under  great  Difficulties  on 
all  Hands,  for  both  Buys  and  Mefnager  think  they  come  fhort  of  what  had  been 
told  them  in  England;  and  the  Allies  then  forming  their  refpe&ive  Demands  in 
concert  with  each  ether,  they  want  further  Orders :  The  Plenipotentiaries  arc 
at  a  great  Lofs  how  to  behave  about  Spain,  both  in  regard  to  the  particular  Ad- 
vantages that  were  to  be  ask'd  on  the  behalf  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  general 
Difpofition  of  it. 

But  Mr.  St.  John  foon  fends  them  Words  of  Comfort,  t)  that  Mr.  Harley  will 

jet  out  in  a  few  Days,  who  is  fully  inftrufted  in  all  the  Queen's  Views  and  De- 

iires;  '  That  it  were  to  be  wifh'd  this  Gentleman  could  have  been  fooner  fent. 

^  but  the  Hurry  which  we  have  been  for  fome  time  in  is  incxpreffible ;  and  he 

was  too  ufeful  to  be  fpar'd,  'till  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  perfectly  fecur'd 

*  to  the  Queen's  Intereft,   and  to  the  Meafures  of  Peace.     I  think  I  may  fay 

*  they  are  abfolutely  fo  now.  He  confeffeth  the  French  Plan  to  be  too  fcanty. 
<  That  they  muft  let  the  French  Minifters  know,  that  the  whole  turns  u^on  their 
'  Manner  of  Proceeding,  her  Majefty  having  gone  further  than  could  have  been 
'  expected  from  her  in  promoting  the  Peace. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  take  Notice  ofthc  Reflection  that  is  caft  here  up- 
on that  Houfe  of  Commons ;  as  if  they  were  fecur'd  to  the  Queen's  Intereft 
and  the  Meafures  of  Peace,  by  the  Management  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Treafury' 
a  near  Relation  and  a  trurty  Agent  of  the  Lord  High-Treafurer. 

For  whofe  Ufe  and  Service  Mr.  Harley  had  been  fo  well  em  ploy 'd  at  home, 
and  was  now  to  be  fent  Abroad,  cannot  be  a  Doubt,  fince  Mr.  St.  John  thought 
it  neceflary  to  give  Monfieur  de.Torcy  an  immediate  Account  of  his  fuccefsful  En- 
deavours here,  and  the  Bufinefs  he  was  fent  abroad  to  manage. 

In  his  §  Letter  of  March  the  4th,  to  Monfieur  ds  Torcy,  he  tells  him,  <  He  had 
'  deferred  Writing  of  late,  'till  he  might  write  with  certainty;  'till  the  neceffa- 
'  17  Diipofitions  were  made  among  our  People  at  home;  and  'till  the  Queen  had 
'  taken  the  only  Refolution,  which  could  bring  us  in  a  fhort  time  to  a  good  and 
«  fohd  Peace.  I  have  now  the  Satisfaction  to  tell  you  that  this  Refolution  is 
'  taken,  and  that  Mr.  Harley  will  carry  with  him  this  Night,  or  to  Morrow 
«  Morning,  the  final  Inftruaions  of  the  Queen  to  her  Plenipotentiaries.  I  refer 
'  my  felf  to  Monfieur  Gaultier  to  explain  to  you  more  at  large  the  Subject  of  this 

*  Gentleman's  Commiffionj  and  what  the  Queen  hopes  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
'  jefty  will  do  to  cooperate  with  her. 

Thefe  Inftruftions  of  Mr.  Harley  do  not  appear,  but  it  fcems  the  Subject  of 
them  was  not  proper  to  be  committed  to  Writing;  for  which  Reafon,  as  in  al- 
moit  all  Mattes  relating  to  the  Pretender,  it  is  referred  to  Monfieur  Gaultier  to 
explain  them;  but  what  is  meant  by  the  necefTaiy  Difpofitions  made  among  our 
People  here  at  home,  1$  pretty  well  cxplain'd  by  Monfieur  it  Tony,  in  a  f  Memo- 
rial dated  the  z8th  of  March  ijiz,  in  Anfwcr  to  what  was  brought  by  Monfi- 
eur Gaultier,  wherein  he  commends  the  prudent  Conduct  of  the  Court  of  ihi- 
tarn,  in  managing  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  in  particular  their  wife  Conduct 
in  making  known  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  the  Nation  was  abus'd  by  its 
Allies;  and  lays,  <  the  King  of  France  allures  himfelf  that  thofe  who  now  manaee 

with  lo  rnuch  Capacity  the  Affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  know  how  to 

curb  the  Paflion  of  the  turbulent  Party  in  the  other  Houfe. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Allies  having  each  of  them  drawn  up  their  refpc&ivc  De- 
mands at  Utrecht  met  together  on  the  4th  or'  March,  N.  S.  to  communicate  them  to 
each  other,  as  had  been  concerted,  and  like  wile  agreed  that  a  Clauic  ihould  be  infer- 
ted  in  their  refpective  Demands,  for  a  jult  and  realonable  Satisfaction  lor  all  the  reft. 
Count  Zinzcndorff  further  infilled  that  the  Reftitution  of  the  whole  Spantjh  Monar- 
chy mould  be  cxpreily  mention'd.  The  Dutch  declare  they  were  refolv'd  to  make 
good  all  their  Treaties,  made  on  occafion  of  this  War,  as  well  thofc  that  related  to 
Spain  and  the  Indies,   as  thofc  made  with  Portugal, 

What  the  Behaviour  of  the  Britijh  Minifters  was  upon  this  occafion,  will  bell  ap- 
pear by  an  Extract  of  their  own  Letter  of  March  6,  *  wherein  they  give  an  Account 
of  the  whole  Proceeding,  No.  (14.)  They  were  the  only  Minifters  that  did  not  make 
any  mention  at  all  of  Spain  and  the  Indies;  and  were  fallible  of  the  difadvar 
Confcquences  of  being  fo;  they  were  defirous  to  take  off  this  Odium,  by  fecming  to 
fay  lomething,  and  in  reality  to  lay  nothing}  which  they  do  by  a  general  tion 

concerning  the  juft  and  reafonablc  Satisfaction  for  the  Queen's  Allies,  in  Conformity 
to  her  Alliances}  and  humbly  hope  what  was  faid,  will  not  be  found  contrary  to  what 
has  hitherto  been  declar'd. 

On  the  fth  of  M'.rch  the  fpecifick  Demands  of  the  Allies  were  delivered  to  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  in  Writing}  they  promifc  to  explain  themfelves  turt'u 
them  at  the  next  Conference,  which  was  to  be  the  9th,  and  then  delircd  a  further 
time  to  the  30th. 

On  the  30th  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  declare  they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
Negotiation  by  debating  with  the  fcveral  Allies}  but  would  giveno  Anfwcrm  writing. 

This  was  a  great  Surprize  to  all  but  the  Britiff  Minifters,  whom  the  French  had 
beforehand  advis'd  with.  The  Allies  ftill  refolv'd  to  prefs  the  French  to  anfwer  in  wri- 
ting, and  follicitc  the  Britijh  Minifters  to  join  with  them  in  it}  who,  that  no  Mark  of 
Dilagreement  might  appear  (as  their  Lordlhips  exprefs  themfelves  in  their  Difpatch 
of  the  ill  of April,  1712,  f)  did  finally  confent  to  an  Inftance  that  was  to  be  made  the 
next  Day,  to  require  an  Anfwer  in  writing. 

But  Lord  Strafford  had  before  given  Mr.  St.  John  an  account  of  his  Opinion  in  his 
Letter  of  the  z^x\\o£  March  \\  wherein  he  fays,  'I  can't  help  faying  I  believe  the  French 

*  have  taken  the  wifeft  Party  not  to  anfwer  in  Writing,  tho'  moil  of  the  Minifters  of 
c  the  Allies  will  be  furpriz'd,  expefting  they  (hould }  and  fays  further,  I  believe  it  is 
'  beft  they  fhould  firft  begin  in  the  open  Congrefs  to  reafon  upon  fome  of  the  Allies 
'  Demands,  which  will  occafion  fo  much  difficulty  that  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies 
'  will  propofe  debating  fcparately,  which  had  better  come  from  them  than  any  one  elie. 

The  French  Minifters  ftill  perfift  in  their  Rcfufal,  upon  which  the  States  came  to  a 
Refolution  at  the  Hague  not  to  treat  unlefs  an  Anfwer  was  given  in  writing. 

However  the  French  continue  obilinate.  Lord  Strafford  fends  an  Account  that  a  Re- 
folution was  taken  at  the  Hague  to  carry  Things  to  an  Extremity}  upon  which  Oc- 
cafion Mr.  St.  John  expreffes  himfelf  in  this  manner,  April  f,  171 1,  [|  '  That  he  hopes 

*  the  Refolution  taken  at  the  Hague  to  carry  Things  to  an  Extremity, 

*  convulfive  Pang  of  an  expiring  Fraction-,  and  yet  this  Refolution  was  no  mora  than 
to  infift  on  a  Demand,  in  which  all  the  Allies  were  unai.imous,  and  in  which  the 
Britijh  Plenipotentiaries  had  themfelves  concurr'd. 

But  what  made  the  French  thus  perfift  in  the  Refolution  of  giving  no   \\.  ' 
writing,  is  accounted  for  in  Lord  Strafford'?,  Letter  of  the  1  rih  of 
in  he  fays  the  Penfionary  was  extreamly  defirous  the  / rench  would  anfwer  m 
which  ('tis  hisLordihip's  Opinion)  they  will  evade  'till  they  fee  what  Succefs 
has  had  at  London  }  and  in  his  Letter  of  the  30th,  '  The  French  will  avoid  giving  their 
'  Anfwer  in  writing,  'till  they  fee  all  agreed  betwixt  their  Court  and  ours. 

And  to  fhew  that  the  French  were  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  method  their  BufineS 
was  in,  the  Plenipotentiaries  in  their  Letter  of  April  15,  1712,  ^|  fay,  '  They  do  not 

find  the  French  arc  much  convine'd  of  the  necelfity  of  Difpatch,  and  when  any  thing 

is  let  fall  of  breaking  off  the  Conferences,  they  feem  to  take  it  with  a  great  Air  of 

*  Indifference,  well  knowing  their  Bufinefs  was  not  to  be  done  at  Utrecht,  but  by  a 
'  Negotiation  carry'd  on  directly  betwixt  London  and  frcrfailles. 

About  the  beginning  of  April,  Mr.  Harley  and  Monf  Gaultier  arrive  at  Utrecht;  in 
a  very  few  Days  after,  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  communicate  to  the  Lord  Privy- 
Seal  and  Earl  of  Strafford  a  Plan  for  a  general  Peace,  to  which  they  bad  added  by 
way  of  marginal  Notes,  in  a  diftindt  Column,  what  they  are  told  will  be  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  in  order  to  a  general  Peace  :  But  this  is  entruitcd  to  them  under  the 
higheft  Obligation  of  Secrecy,  to  difcover  nothing  of  it  to  the  reft  of  the  Allies. 

Our  Plenipotentiaries  accept  thisPlanas  a  Mark  of  the  great  Confidence  France  had 
in  them  }  and  readily  engage  that  the  Allies  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  know  a  Word 
©fit  j  and  under  the  fame  Caution  fent  it  to  the  Secretary.     But  there  is  no  room  to 

doubt 
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doubt,  but  this  Plan  that  was  tranfmitted  to  England  as  a  great  Difcovery,  was  con- 
certed here,  and  fent  by  Mr.  Harley  to  Utrecht,  and  by  Abbot  Gaultier  to  France. 

Mr.  St.  John  *  much  concern'd  at  the  Behaviour  of  the  Allies,  and  the  Dutch  in  par- 
ticular, thinks  it  proper  to  make  one  Attempt  more,  as  he  calls  it,  to  gain  them }  and 
therefore  orders  the  Plenipotentiaries  to  acquaint  them,  *  that  her  Majefty  will  confent 
'  to  their  having  Dendermond  and  Ghent,  and  at  the  fame  time  depart  from  her  Pretcn- 
«  fions  to  OJlend,  and  is  willing  that  the  Trade  to  Spain  and  the  Spanifl)  Indies  be  fet- 
'  tied  upon  the  fame  Foot  as  it  fubfifted  at  the  Death  of  the  late  King  of  Spain,  in  all 
*  refpe6ts,  except  the  AJJiento ;  and  their  Lordfhips  are  order'd  to  tell  them  in  very  plain 
«  Terms,  that  her  Majefty's  Mcafures  will  be  taken  according  to  the  Return  they 
'  make  to  the  Queen  on  this  Occafion. 

But  at  the  fame  time  no  Communication  at  all  is  made  to  the  States,  of  the  gene- 
ral Plan  of  Peace  lad  deliver'd  by  Monf.  Gaultier,  as  there  never  had  been  of  any  o- 
ther,  altho'  in  this  laft  the  Interefts  of  all  the  Allies  were  fettled  and  determin'd  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France. 

And  to  lhow  how  candidly  we  dealt  with  the  Queen's  GoodFriends  and  Allies,  the 
Dutch,  as  her  Majefty  was  plcas'd  to  ftile  them,  the  if  per  Cent,  upon  all  the  Goods 
and  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  offer'd  at  firft  as  one  of  the  chief 
Bribes  to  Etigland  to  come  into  this  deftructive  Peace,  Monf.  Mefmger  had  now  ex- 
plain'd  away,  and  confin'd  to  fuch  Goods  as  were  carry'd  not  to  Spain,  but  to  the 
Spanijh  fVejl-Indies  only  ;  and  our  Miniftcrs  finding  that  France  would  not  make  this 
Effectual,  Mr.  Harley  is  order'd  to  let  it  drop.  But  fee  the  Ufe  that  is  to  be  made  of 
thislnfincerity  of  the  French;  at  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  St.  John  acquaints  our  Pleni- 
potentiaries with  her  Majefty's  Confent  to  give  this  up,  he  tells  them,  f '  but  you  will 
4  take  care  to  do  this  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  only  to  get  fomething  for  it  another 
'  way,  but  alfo  to  render  this  Conceffion  of  the  Queen  s  a  means  of  bringing  the 
'  Dutch  to  reafon,  and  to  a  Compliance  with  her  Majefty's  Meafures. 

Lord  Privy- Seal,  April  the  zoth,  171 2,  %  acquaints  Mr.  Secretary,  our  Negotiation  is 
at  a  ftand,  till  the  trench  Mini fters  are  ready  to  return  one  Anfweror  other ;  and  May 
the  10th,  1712,  the  Plenipotentiaries  fay,  i  The  French  tell  us  they  can't  think  of  gi- 
'  ving  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  Allies  till  they  hear  from  England  the  fuccefs  of  Monf. 

*  Gaultier,  and  you  may  believe  we  wait  for  it  with  no  lefs  Impatience  than  they  do. 
Mr.  St.  John,    May  the  3d,  ijiz,  ||  acquaints  their  Excellencies,    '  I  hope  in  a 

c  few  Days  my  Difpatches  will  become  more  material,  and  that  we  fhall  be  able  ei- 
1  ther  to  fatisfic  our  Friends  at  Utrecht,  or  not  have  Reafon  to  be  much  concern'd 

*  at  their  Uneafinefs. 

This  ends  in  Lord  Strafford's  being  fent  for  into  England,  and  the  following  Or- 
ders are  fent  to  Lord  Privy-Seal  for  his  further  Conduct  ;  §  «  Vou  are  to  ftop  all  In- 
'  ftances  for  procuring  the  Tariff  of  1664  to  the  Dutch;  you  are  to  decline  abfolute- 
'  ly  to  confer  any  further  with  them  upon  any  matter,  till  you  receive  the  Queen's 
1  Plan  from  hence,  and  that  you  will  not,  I  hope,  be  long  in  Expectation  of  j  and 
4  her  Majefty  finds  fo  ill  a  Return  made  by  the  States  to  her  Condefcention  towards 

*  them,  that  fhe  likewifc  orders  your  Lordfhip  to  take  the  firft  folemn  Opportunity 

<  of  declaring  to  the  Dutch  Minifters,   that  all  her  Offers  for  adjufting  our  Diffe- 

*  rences  were  founded  upon  this  exprefs  Condition,  that  they  came  immediately  into 
c  the  Queen's  Meafures,  and  acted  openly  and  fincerely  with  her;  and  that  fhe  looks 
«  upon  her  felf,  from  their  Conduct,  now  to  be  under  no  Obligation  whatfoever  to 

<  them. 

The  Summary  then  of  this  whole  Proceeding  at  Utrecht  in  one  fhort  View  appears 
to  be  this;  a  Congrefs  for  general  Conferences  was  neceffary  to  be  open'd,  that  the 
Allies  might  in  Appearance,  agreeable  to  the  Grand  Alliance,  have  the  Opportunity 
©f  treating  and  adjufting  their  feveral  Pretentions. 

Our  Minifters  were  t>y  their  Inftruftions  to  act  in  Concert  with  the  Allies;  but 
they  really  acted  in  Concert  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  Allies  giving  in  their  Specif! ck  Demands  was  not  to  be  avoided ;  but  the 
French  were  to  gain  as  much  time  as  they  poffibly  could,  by  unnecefTary  Delays ;  and  at 
laft  infift  upon  fuch  a  Method  of  anfwering  thefe  Demands,  as  they  knew  the  Allies 
could  not  comply  with.  In  the  mean  time  the  Negotiations  were  carrying  on  direct- 
ly between  England  and  France,  or  rather  all  the  Conditions  dictated  and  prefcrib'd  by 
France,  whilft  the  Allies  were  amus'd  with  a  Difpute  about  the  method  of  anfwering 
from  which  France  would  not,  and  they  could  not  poffibly  depart;  in  which  England 
agreed  with  the  reft  of  the  Allies.  All  Particulars  that  concern'd  even  the  Intereft  of 
the  Allies  were  tranfactcd  betwixt  the  Minifters  of  England  and  France,  under  the  high- 
eft  Obligations  of  Secrecy :  The  Dutch  are  prefs'd  to  come  into  the  Queen's  Mea- 
fures, without  being  acquainted  what  the  Queen's  Meafures  were ;  and  becaufe  they 
would  not  confent  to  they  knew  not  what,  as  foon  as  it  was  rcfolv'd  to  fend  Orders 

to 
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to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  not  to  engage  in  either  Siege  or  Battle,  and  the  great  Pro- 
jects were  ready  to  be  executed  on  the  other  fide  of"  the  Water;  the  Queen  declares 
flic  looks  upon  her  fclf  now  from  their  Conduct,  to  be  under  no  Obligation  whatfoc- 
ver  to  the  States  General;  and  thus  the  Alliance  betwixt  Grea  n  and  her  prin- 

cipal Allic  is  declared  to  be  diflolv'dand  cancell'd  ;  before  any  thing  was  finally  agreed 
and  concluded  betwixt  us  and  France;  or  we  had  the  lcaft  Security  for  our  own  Trade 
and  Commerce,  or  any  other  Advantages  that  were  to  acme  to  Great  liritain. 

During  tbcfc  Negotiations  at  Utrecht,  and  the  Difputcs  that  had  been  induftrioully 
rais'd  and  kept  on  foot ;  the  two  great  Points  of  the  Renunciation  of  the  Spanijb 
Monarchy,  and  of  the  Ccfiation  of /\rms,  had  been  upon  the  Anvil. 

The  firft  mention  that  is  made  of  the  Renunciation  in  order  to  be  treated  of,  is 
found  in  a  Memorial  dated  March  the  28th,  1711,  *  entituled  The  Anfnver  to  the  ' 
mortal  brought  by  Mr.  Gaulticr  the  13d  of  March  1711-12;  this  Memorial  which 
was  receiv'd  in  France  the  23d  of  March  is  fupprcfs'd,  but  the  Contents  of  it  may  in 
great  meafure  be  colle&cd  from  the  Anfwer  that  was  given  to  it.  Thus  much  ap- 
pears certain,  that  as  the  general  Propofal  that  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  ihould 
never  be  united  arofe  firft  from  England,  and  was  made  an  Article  in  the  private  Pro- 
pofitions  fent  over  by  Mr.  Prior  ;  lb  from  that  time  to  this,  the  method  or  preventing 
that  Union  does  not  appear  to  have  been  once  mention'd.  The  Senfe  of  France  and 
Spain  upon  that  important  Article  was  not  known,  nor  fo  much  as  ask'd ;  altho'  in 
every  ftep  France  had  given  plain  Indications,  that  the  Crown  of  Spain  was  to  remain 
to  King  Philip;  and  the  Committee  is  furpriz'd  to  find  the  Miniftry  had  gone  fuch 
Lengths  in  promoting  the  Meafbres  of  France,  without  taking  the  leaft  Precaution,  or 
having  any  Satisfaction  concerning  the  Monarchy  of  Spain;  wherein  the  Intercft  of 
Great  Britain  was  by  their  own  Confeftion  more  immediately  concern'd,  than  in  all 
their  other  Articles  of  the  Peace  put  together. 

But  it  is  plain  that  in  this  Memorial  fent  from  England,  the  Scheme  for  prevent- 
ing this  Union  was  firft  propos'd  by  England,  and  that  the  Expedient  was  a  Renun- 
ciation ;  and  as  this  is  a  matter  of  fuch  Importance  as  deferves  the  greateft  Attention ; 
that  it  may  be  feen  in  its  true  Light,  the  Committee  have  annex'd  the  Extract  of  the 
Anfwer  to  the  faid  Memorial,  and  the  feveral  Letters  that  pafs'd  betwixt  Monfieur 
de  TVvv  and  Mr.  St.  John  upon  this  Subject,  No.  (if.)  J 

In  this  Memorial  Monfieur  de  I'orcy  declares  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms,  '  That  the 
4  enunciation  defired  would  be  null  and  invalid  by  the  fundamental  Laws  of  France, 
4  ace.,  ding  to  which  Laws  the  moft  near  Prince  to  theCrownis  of  neceffity  the  Heir 
4  thereto;  'tis  an  Inheritance  that  he  receives  neither  from  the  King  his  Predecefibr, 

*  nor  from  the  People,  but  from  the  Benefit  of  the  Law,  fo  that  when  one  King 
4  dies,  the  other  fucceeds  him  forthwith,  without  asking  the  confent  of  any  Perfon 
4  whatfoever.     He  fucceeds  not  as  Heir,  but  as  rheMafter  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Seig- 

*  nory  whereof  belongs  unto  him,  not  by  Choice,  but  by  Right  of  Birth  only. 

*  He  is  not  beholden  for  his  Crown  either  to  the  Will  of  his  Predecefibr,  or  to 

*  any  Edi£t,  nor  to  any  Decree,  nor  to  the  Liberality  of  any  Perfon,  but  to  the  Law. 
1  This  Law  is  look'd  upon,  as  the  Work  of  him  who  hath  eftablifhed  all  Monarchies, 

*  and  we  are  perfuaded  in  France,  that  God  only  can  aboliih  it.  No  Renunciation 
4  therefore  can  dertroy  it,  and  if  the  King  of  Spain  fhould  renounce  for  the  fake  of 
4  Peace,  and  in  obedience  to  the  King  his  Grandfather,  they  would  deceive  thcmfclves 
4  that  receiv'd  it  as  a  fufficient  Expedient  to  prevent  theMifchief  we  propofe  to  avoid. 

Then  he  gives  an  account  of  the  Difpofition  made  of  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain  by  King  Philip,  and  regifter'd  in  the  Councils  of  Spain;  which  Difpofition 
he  propofes  may  be  confirm'd  by  the  prefent  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  ratified  by  the 
Cortes  or  States' of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain. 

Mr.  St.  John  in  his  $  Anfwer,  March  23,  1 7 1 1- 1 2,  O.  S.  rejects  this  Propofal,  and  not 
at  all  convine'd  by  what  Monfieur  de  Torcy  had  fo  ftrongly  urg'd  concerning  the  nul- 
lity of  the  Renunciation,  infifts  ftill  upon  it>  4  We  are  ready,  fays  he,  to  believe  you 
4  are  perfuaded  in  France,  that  God  alone  can  abolifh  that  Law,  upon  which  your 
4  Right  of  Succcflion  is  founded  ;  but  you  will  give  us  Leave  to  be  perfuaded  inGreat 
4  Britain,  that  a  Prince  may  depart  from  his  Right  by  a  voluntary  Ccflion,  and  that 
c  he  in  Favour  of  whom  that  Renunciation  is  made,  may  be  juftly  fupported  in  his 
4  Pretcnfions  by  the  Powers  that  become  Guarantees  of  the  Treaty.  In  fhort,  Sir, 
4  the  Queen  commands  me  to  tell  you  that  this  Article  is  of  fo  great  Confequence 
4  as  well  for  her  felf  as  for  the  reft  of  Europe,  for  this  prefent  Age  as  for  Pofterity, 
4  that  fhe  will  never  agree  to  continue  the  Negotiations  of  Peace,  unlefs  the  Expedi- 
4  ent  fiie  has  propos'd  be  accepted,  or  fome  other  equally  folid. 

Monfieur  de  -Torcy  in  anfwer  to  this  Letter,  April  the  8th,  N.S.  ,'j  begins  to  think  it 
cannot  be  impofiible  to  find  an  Expedient  to  fettle  this  great  Affair-,  and  he  propo- 
fes that  when  the  King  of  Spain  '(hall  become  either  immediate  Succefior,  or  prefum- 
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p'tivc  Heir  to  the  Crown  of  France,  he  ihall  then  declare  the  Choice  he  intends  to 
make;  either  to  maintain  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  or  keep  that  of  Spain; 
that  King  Philip  lhall  become  Party  to  the  Treaty,  wherein  the  Succellion  to  the 
two  Crowns  iliall  be  likewife  fettled,  and  that  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  lhall  enter  in- 
to an  Engagement  with  France  to  maintain  it. 

Mr.  Si.  John,  April  the  6th,  0.  S.  *  reafons  againft  this  laftPropofal,and  the  feveral 
Protects  contained  in  Monfieur  deTorcy^s  laft Letter-  infills  that  no  Expedient  can  ef- 
fectually feciire  Europe  from  the  Dangers  wherewith  it  is  threaten'd  by  the  Union  of 
the  two  Monarchies,  unlefs  the  Prince,  who  is  at  prefent  in  Poffeffion  of  Spain,  makes 
his  Choice  at  this  very  Inftantj  and  upon  A  Suppofition  that  the  Crown  of  Spain 
would  be  his  Choice,  that  this  Declaration  lhould  be  made  during  the  Congrefs  at 
Utr  cht. 

April  z6.  N.  S.f  Monfieur  deforcy  fceming  always  to  comply  with  what  was  defired, 
agrees  that  the  Catholick  King  muft  calm  the  Uneafinefs  of  Europe,  in  declaring  from 
the  prefent  time  what  Part  he  will  take,  if  ever  the  Succellion  of  France  is  open  in 
his  Favour.  That  the  Tnconveniencies  arifing  from  hence,  muft  fubmit  to  the  Pub- 
lick  Good.  c  Thus,  Sir,  fays  Monfieur  de  forcy  to  Mr.  St.  John,  the  King  appro- 
'  v,ng  your  Pi'opolition,  difpatches  a  Courier  to  Spain,  and  writes  to  the  King  his 
'  Grandfon,  to  let  him  know  the  Neceflity  of  refolving  on  the  Choice  he  lhall  make} 
c  and  to  declare  it,  to  the  end  it  may  be  inferted  in  the  Treaty  of  the  General  Peace, 
'  and  be  made  a  Condition  of  it,  whereof  all  Europe  lhall  be  Guarantee :  And  promi- 
fes  to  ufc  all  poffible  Means,  even  Force,  if  it  were  necellary,  to  make  the  King 
of  Spain  agree  to  it.  He  hopes  this  Propolition  will  in  a  great  Meafure  remove  all 
Difficulties;  and  as  they  muft  expect  new  Obftructions  from  thofe  who  would  wil- 
lingly break  the  Conferences,  he  believes  the  bell  way  to  difippoint  their  Defigns, 
would  be,  for  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  to  propofe  immediately  a  Sufpenfion  of 
Arms;  for  they  ground  their  Hopes  upon  the  Event  of  the  Campaign. 

April  the  29th,  O.  S.  ^  Mr.  St.  John  anfwers  this  Letter,  and  treats  this  Propofal  as 
liable  to  all  the  Objections  of  the  former,  and  argues  thus  upon  it.  fc  Altho'  the 
'  King  of  Spain  lhould  at  this  Inftant  declare  his  Choice;  what  greater  Security  will 
'  Europe  have  if  the  Execution  of  that  Choice  be  defcrr'd  to  another  rime?  In  offcr- 
c  ing  that  he  lhall  be  oblig'd  to  declare  his  Choice  at  this  prefent  time,  you  agree, 
c  that  neither  the  Stipulations  of  a  Treaty,nor  the  Guarantee  of  the  Powers  engag'd 
4  in  the  prefent  War,  would  be  fufficient  to  fecure  that  the  Choice  ihall  be  made; 
'  how  then  can  we  conclude  that  they  will  be  fufficient  to  fecure    that  when  the 

*  Cafe  lhall  happen,  he  lhall  quit  one  Crown  to  accept  of  the  other,  according  to 
c  the  Choice  which  he  lhall  now  make?  He  goes  on,  The  Queen  has  often  declar'd, 

*  that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  her  to  be  content  with  any  Expedient  which  lhall  not 
4  be  very  folid,  upon  an  Article  of  fo  great  an  Importance  as  the  Re-Union  of  the 
1  two  Monarchies.     This  would  be  to  lofe  the  Fruit  of  all  the  Blood  which  the  Al- 

*  lies  had  fpilt  in  the  Courfe  of  this  War*  this  would  be  to  betray  the  common  Caufe 
c  of  Europe;  and  to  expofe  both  the  prefent  .Age  and  Pofterity  to  greater  Dangers 
'  than 'tis  poffible  to  imagine.  In  ihort,  he  infifts  that  they  muft  take  Care  that  the 

*  time  (hall  never  be,   when  the  fame  Prince  ihall  have  the  Crown  of  Spain  upon  his 

*  Head,  and  the  Succellion  to  the  Crown  of  France  open  to  him.  He  at  laft  propo- 
1  fes,  if  the  King  of  Spain  prefers  the  Expectation  of  the  Crown  of  France,  to  the  pre  - 

*  fent  Poffeffion  of  Spain,  in  fuch  Cafe  he  lhall  withdraw  forthwith  with  his  Family 
'  out  of  Spain,  the  Poffcflion  of  which,  and  the  Indies,  lhould  be  given  to  the  Duke  of 

*  Savoy,  that  King  Philip  lhould  have  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily  and  the  Hereditary 
c  Dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  together  with  the  Monferat  and  Mantua,  all  which 
4  Dominions  he  lhould  remain  poffefs'd  of,  tho'  he  became  King  of  France;  except- 

*  ing  Sicily,  which  in  that  Cafe  lhould  return  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 

A  fay  the  1 8th,  N.  S.  §  Monfieur  deforcy  l\i\\  yielding  and  complying  with  the  Vea- 
fures  of  England,  ihows  the  great  Hardihip  the  King  of  Spain  muft  undergo,  in  facri- 
ficing  his  own  and  the  Intcrcftofhis  Family,  for  the  Eftabliihing  a  General  Peace; 
however  the  King  of  France  would  fend  to  him  to  know  his  Mind  upon  the  two  Al- 
ternatives. In  '•he  mean  time  the  King  of  France  promifes  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
fhall  be  made,  upon  the  Foundation  of  one  of  thefe  two  Propositions;  either  that 
the  King  of  Spain  lhall  renounce  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  keep  Spain 
and  the  Indies;  ©r  if  he  prefers  his  Expectation  upon  France,  he  ihall  quit  Spain  and 
the  Indies  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  in  exchange  for  the  prefent  Dominions  of  the  Duk« 
of  Savoy,  &e.  as  propos'd  by  Mr.  St. John.  He  hopes  by  this  Promife  of  the  King  of  France, 
all  Uncertainties  are  remov'd  ;  and  fubmits  to  the  Queen's  Wifdom,  to  conlider  what 
Method  would  be  the  moft  conducive  to  the  General  Good.     '  It  would  be  very  un- 

*  happy  if  any  Event  during  the  Campaign,  lhould  fall  out  to  difturb  the  good  Dif- 

*  pofitions  that  are  fecn  at  prefent  for  Eftablilhing  the  Publick  Repofe. 

This 
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This  Cor refpondence  between  the  two  Secretaries  fin  p  f  the  1  King- 

doms, carry'd  nn  from  about  the  middle  oi  March  to  i  ;  ,.;2    ended  al  bit,  jui't 

as  it  began  ;  and  Kim?  Philip  chofe  to  make  the  Renun  /-rriwi   '.'  Riving  us 

fochearl)  telling  us  fo  very  plainly,  that  what  we  ask'd  was  utterly  Infufficieot.   and 

would  be  fur  ever  deem'd  by  the  unalterable  Laws  of  Frame  uull  an  linkable. 

His  Dexterity  in  managing  that  part  of  the  Negotiation,  in  ieemii:  to  comply,  and  delirous 

to  come  as  neat  as  pi  (lible  to  the  Propofals  nude  from  |jnce  v  c 

would  have  it  fo,  to  the  Renunciation  fo  peremptorily  Infilled  on,  is  i,  ,,ie. 

Bat  it  is  unaccountable  bow  the  Englijb  Miniltry,   when  they  rcfly  told  thofe  would 

deceive  themfelves,  who  fhould  accept  of  a  Renunciation  as  n  diffident  Expedient  to  prevent  the 
Reunion  of  the  two  Monarchies;  When  they  laid  it  down  themfelves  as  a  Principle  never  to  be 
departed  from,  that  the  Union  of  the  two  Monarchies  would  be  the  greateft  Mifchief  that 
could  poflibly  happen  to  all  and  to  Great  Britain  in   particular;   fhould  Hill  pcrfevere  in 

relying  upon  this  Expedient  of  a  Renunciation.  And  it  cannot  be  forgot,  that  no  Care  was  taken 
to  render  effectual  the  two  only  Expedients,  that  were  ever  propos'd  for  adding  any  degree  of  real 
Security  to  the  Renunciation  :  Which  were,  to  have  it  I'olemnly  accepted  by  the  States  ot  France 
and  to  have  it  confirm'd  by  a  General  Guaranty  of  all  the  Powers  of  Emrcpe  etigag'd  in  the  pre- 
fent  War.  The  firlt  w.i^  ask'd  indeed  ;  but  upon  the  Refufal  of  France  was  entirely  ejven  up  by  our 
M'nillry  :  The  fecond,  by  our  Method  of  Negotiating,  and  our  Treatment  of  the  Allies,  was  from 
that  very  time  rendred  Impracticable;  as  the  French  could  not  but  forefee.  It  mull  be  remembred 
that  a  few  Days  after  this  Anfwer  of  Monf.  it  Turcy  was  receiv'd,  Mr.  St.  John  lent  Orders  to  the 
Britijh  Plenipotentiaries  to  declare  to  the  States  General,  I  he  Queen  was  now  under  BO  further 
Obligations  wbatfoevet  to  them,  who  with  the  reft  of  the  Allies  were  to  be  Guarantees  of  this 
Treaty. 

The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  menron  here  a  Pauage  in  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  Plcnipo- 
itiaries  to  Mr.  St. Jehu,  February  the  ;6th,  1711-11,  A'.  5.  *  who  acquaint  him, that  in  fomeDif- 
courl'e  with  the  Marefchal  D'UxeiL-s  upon  occafion  of  the  Death  of  the  Dmuphtm,  they  delir'd  ro 
know  of  him,  what  thole  Mealures  arc  which  France  oilers  to  take  in  Order  to  prevent  the  Uni- 
on of  the  two  Kingdoms;  and  whether  they  were  to  conlill  in  real  or  verbal  Securities ;  the  French 
Minilter  pretended  to  know  no  other  but  of  the  latter  Sort.  And  then  they  fuggell  to  Mr.  St. 
John,  that  an  Obligation  upon  King  Philip  to  Renounce  the  Regency  as  well  as  the  Crown  of 
France,  for  himfelfand  his  Pofterity,  would  amount  to  fome  degree  of  real  Security.  But  no  En- 
deavours were  ufed  to  obtain  this,  nor  any  mention  made  of  ir,  as  far  as  appears. 

Mr.  St.  John,  as  Secretary  of  State,  tranfacted  this  Affair  with  Monf.  de  Torcy  ;  but  as  it  can't 
eafily  be  fuppos'd,  that  he  did  this  without  the  Advice  and  Approbation  of  the  Lord  Treafurcr,  as 
firlt  Minifter;  fo  it  appears,  that  at  the  fame  time  a  Correfpondenee  wr.s  held  betwixt  the  Lord 
Treasurer  and  Moni'.  de  Torcy:  Mr.  6t.  John  fays  in  his  Letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  1712,  \  He 
was  fore'd  to  flop  the  Courier  which  tie  dslign'd  to  difpatch  the  Day  before,  to  wait  for  a 
Letter  which  my  LordTreafurer  writes  to  Monf.  de  Torcy  ;  $  and  April  the  1  tth,  he  was  oblig'd 
to  flop  the  Courier  till  to  Day,  in  hopes  that  L'ird  Treafurer  would  be  in  a  Condition  to  an- 
fwer Monfieur  deTorcy's  Letter,  but  the  Defluxion  in  his  Eyes,  which  has  hinder'd  him  for  five 
Days,  (till  continues.  And  April  the  26th,  \  Monf.  de  Torcy  is  very  much  concern'd  for  the  In- 
difpofuion  of  my  LordTreafurer,  and  ardently  wifhes  he  may  foon  recover.  '  It  is  very  Impor- 
4  tant,  fays  he,  that  thofe  who,  like  you  and  him,  have  had  the  principal  Share  in  the  Work  of 
'  Peace,  fhould  have  the  Glory  of  finifhing  ir. 

Monf.  de  Torcy's  Letter  of  tne  tSih  or  May,  N.  S.  fj  was  receiv'd  by  Mr.  St.  John  the  9th  of 
May,  0.  S.  and  the  Promife  of  the  King  of  France  to  oblige  his  Grandfon  to  accept  the  Alternative 
of  the  two  Kingdoms  had  lb  good  and  fudden  an  Effect,  that  the  Day  following,  without  waiting 
the  Return  of  the  Courier  from  Madrid,  to  know  whether  King  Philip  did  confent  or  not  to  the 
Propofal  ;  [J '  Orders  are  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Ormmd  by  Mr.  St.  John  to  avoid  engaging  iij  any 
'  Siege,  or  hazarding  a  Battel  till  further  Order.  And  he  is  directed  to  difguife  the  Receipt  of  this 
'  Order.  Her  Majelly  thinks  he  cannot  want  Pretences  for  conducting  bimfelf  fo  as  to  anfwer  her 
'  Ends,  without  owning  that,  which  at  prefent  might  have  an  ill  Effect  if  itcwere  publickly  known. 
On  the  fame  Day  that  thefe  *f  Orders  are  fent  to  the  Queen's  General  with  Directions  to  dT- 
guife  them,  which  was  to  conceal  them  from  the  Confederates,  they  are  communicated  to  the 
Queen's  Enemies.  '  Abbot Gaultier  wiilgive  you  an  Account,  fays  Mr.  St.  John  to  Monf.  deTorcy, 
4  of  the  Orders  I  have  jutt  now  difpatch'd  to  the  Duke  of  Ormonde.  What  Mr.  St  John  himfelf 
thought  of  the  Importance  of  this  Order  is  to  be  learn'd  from  his  §*  Letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  Septem- 
ber the  19th,  1712.  '  Th?  moment  1  read  the  Queen  a  Letter  from  Monf.  de  Torcy,  by  which  it 
'  appear'd  that  the  King  of  France  would  oblige  his  Grandfon  to  accept  of  the  Alternative  of  quitting 
'  one  of  the  two  Monarchies,  her  Orders  weredilpatch'd  to  the  Duke  to  engage  in  neither  Siege  or 
'  Battel:  And  Ine  prevented  the  French  from  even  making  the  Demand.  1  will  not  fay  that  this 
'  Order  fav'd  their  Army  from  being  beat,   but  I  think  in  my  Confcience  that  it  did. 

On  the  24th  of  A lay,  1712,  \*  Mr.  St.  John  writes  again  to  Monf.  de  Torcy,  altho'  they  had 
yet  receiv'd  no  anfwer  from  Madrid  concerning  the  Renunciation,  but  being  prefs'd  in  time,  and 
finding  it  necellary  for  the  Queen  to  make  the  Communication  to  Parliament,  that  Ihe  had  pro- 
inis'd,  of  the  Terms  on  which  a  Peace  might  be  made  ;  he  acquaints  him  with  the  Steps  the  Queen 
wasrefolv'd  to  take  :  Provided  the  molt  Chriltian  King  will  render  them  practicable  for  her.  And  in 
a  f*  Memorial  of  the  fame  date,  No.  (22.)  fpecifies  the  Conditions  upon  which  herMajefly  con- 
fents  to  make  fuch  important  Steps,  and  dccilive  Declarations  to  her  Parliament,  as  thefe  which 
follow.  »  Firlt,  That  (lie  had  fettled  with  France  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain.  Secondly,  That 
'  fhe  looks  upon  the  Interefts  of  the  other  Powers  engag'd  with  her  in  the  War,  as  cade  to  be  ad- 
'  julted  ;  (ince  the  King  offers  to  the  greatelt  Part  of  them,  very  near  what  they  have  demanded, 
'  and  to  all  a  jult  and  reafonable  Satisfaction.    Thirdly,  That  Ihe  will  let  about  accommodating 
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'the  Affairs  of  her  Allies;  and  that  to  prevent  nil  the  Obftruclions  which  the  Events  of  the  Cam- 
1  paign  might  occafion  to  the  Negotiations  of  Peace,  (he  had  agreed  with  the  King  to  a  Sufpenfion 
'of  Arms. 

The  Conditions  fpecify'd  in  the  Memorial,  arc  Demands  relating  to  North  America,  to  Com- 
merce, and  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms. 

In  tne  Article  concerning  Commerce,  it  is  faid'Th:t  feveral  Points  relating  to  Trade  requiring  a 
'longer  Ducufiion  than  the  prefent  Crifis  would  admit,  and  the  Queen  being  much  more  intent 
'upon  fecuring  the  General  Peace,  than  any  particular  Advantages;  demands  at  prefent  only  th« 
'two  following  Conditions.  Firft,  That  Commilfaries  fhould  be  nam'd  on  both  Sides  to  meet  at 
«  Lonaon ',  there  to  examine  and  fettle  the  Duties  and  Impolitions  to  be  paid  refpefiively  in  each 
'  Kingdom.  Secondly,  That  no  Privileges  or  Advantages  relating  to  Commerce  with  France,  fhall 
'be  yielded  to  any  1' oreign  Nation,  which  (hall  not  at  the  fame  time  be  granted  to  the  Subjects  of 
'her  Bruannick  Majefty;  as  likewife,  no  Privilege  or  Advantage  in  relation  to  the  Trade  of  Great 
'  Britain  fhall  be  yielded  to  any  Foreign  Nation,  which  fhall  not  afthe  fame  time  be  grained  to  the 
'Subjects  of  France. 

As  to  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  'Her  Majefly  will  confent  it  fhall  be  made  for  two  Months :  Pro- 
'vided,  Firft,  That  within  the  faid  Perm  the  King  of  Spain  fhall  either  make  the  Renunciation 
'demanded,  or  fhall  yield  Spain  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  upon  the  Conditions  mention'd  in  Mr.  St. 
1  John's  Letter  of  the  zo>h  of  April,  0.  S.  Secondly,  That  the  French  Garifon  fhall  evacuate  Dun- 
«  kirk,  and  the  Queen's  Troops  be  admitted,  the  fame  day  that  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  fhall  com- 
'  mence.  Thirdly,  That  in  cafe  the  States  General  (hall  at  the  fame  time  confent  to  the  Sufpen- 
«  (Ion  of  Arms,  it  feems  reafonable  they  fhould  have  the  Liberty  of  putting  a  Garifon  into  Cambray. 

Upon  thefe  Conditions  your  Committee  cannot  but  obferve,  That  auho'  it  was  daily  inftill'd 
into  the  Minds  of  the  People,  that  the  great  Advantages  in  Trade  and  Commerce  fecur'd 
to  Great  Britain,  were  the  chief  Inducements  to  the  Minifhy  to  engage  in  thefe  Meafures  with 
France,  it  is  here  declar'd  they  were  more  intent  upon  the  General  Peace,  than  any  particular  Ad- 
vantages. And  whereas  it  was  laid  down  as  a  Principle  from  which  the  Queen  would  never  de- 
part, that  the  lnterefts  of  Great  Britain  fhould  in  the  firft  Place  be  adjufted;  and  the  gr  at  Advan- 
tages ftipulated  for  thefe  Nations,before  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,weretojuftifiethe  Peace,and  all  the 
Steps  that  were  taken  to  procure  it;  it  is  now  Evident  that  no  mention  was  made  of  our  Trade  in 
Spain;  and  for  our  Commerce  in  General,  the  fettling  of  that  was  poftpon'd,  and  all  Points  in 
Difpute  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  France,  were  to  bereferred  to  Commiffaries ;  which  Propofition 
was  not  demanded,  but  voluntarily  offer'd  by  Mr.  St.  John. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  171 2.  N.  S.  Monf.  de  Torcy  fends  an  Account,  '  *  That  the  King  of  Spain, 
'  of  the  two  Propofitions,  had  chofen  to  keep  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  to  Renounce  for  himlelf 
'  and  his  Defcendants,  the  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France.  This  principal  Obftacle  to  the  Peace 
'  being  remov'd,  the  King  of  France  expedb  that  the  Queen  will  now  clear  on  her  fide  the  reft  of 
'  the  Difficulties,  which  may  obftruct  this  great  Work;  by  making  fuch  Declarations  as  had  been 
'  promis'd  upon  the  return  of  the  Courier  from  Madrid,  and  as  are  neceflary  for  this  end.  The 
'  King  thinks  the  firft  and  mod  urgent  is,  to  fettle  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  either  General,  or  at 

*  leaft  between  the  two  Armies  in  the  Low-Countries,   which  may  continue  till  the  Conclufion  of 

*  the  Peace. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  N.  S.  |  Monf.  de  Torcy  acknowledges  the  Receiptof  Mr.  St.  John's  Let- 
ter of  the  24th  of  May,  0.  S.  together  with  the  Memorial;  and  fends  another^  Memorial  in  Anfwer 
to  it,  containing  the  King  of  Fiance's  Anfwer  to  thefe  laft  Demands  of  the  Queen.    No.  (23.) 

He  takes  Notice,  'That  the  Letters  from  the  Army  mention  aDefign  to  Invert  Ouejhoy,  in  order 
4  to  befiege  it ;  but  the  King  cannot  think  that  the  Queen  approves  of  fuch  an  Undertaking,  much 
'lefs  that  her  Troops  lha:l  be  employ'd  to  render  it  Succefsful :  He  concludes,  tharif  a  Sufpenfion 
'is  not  immediately  made,  we  may  find  our  felves  indifpenfably  drawn  into  fome  great  Event,  which 
<he  hopes  the  Secretary's  Prudence  and  Care  will  prevent.'  And  altho'  in  the  Anfwer  to  the 
Queen's  Demands,  nothing  Material  that  was  ask'd  for  our  Trade  in  North  America  is  granted, 
the  Evacuating  of  Dunkirk,  and  admitting  an  Lnglifh  Garifon  is  not  agreed  to,  and  the  receiving 
a  Dutch  Garrifon  into  Cambray  is  abfolutely  refus'd,  which  were  propos'd  as  Conditions  of  the 
Sufpenfion  of  Arms;  Monf.  dcTorcy  hopes '  That  this  return  to  the  Queen's  Demands  willoccafion 

*  no  new  Trouble,  but  as  the  Deginning  and  whole  Courfe  of  this  Negotiation  was  carried  on  upon 
'  thtBona  Fide,  and  a  mutual  Confidence  of  which  they  had  Ceen  the  good  Effects;  it  is  necelfary  to 
'  banifh  all  Diftruft,  and  the  Queen  to  repofean  entire  Confidence  in  his  Majefty,  without  infilling 
•on  Demands  which  may  ferve  only  to  create  Jealoufies. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  0.  S.  \\  Mr.  5/.  John  owns  the  Receipt  of  Monf.  de  Torcy's  two  Letters  of 
the  Sth  and  10th  of  June,  N.  S.  and  fays,  altho'  the  King  of  France  had  not  anfWer'd  the  Queen's 
Demands  according  to  Expectation,  which  were  the  Conditions  on  which  the  Queen  was  to  make 
fuch  peremptory  and  decifive  Declarations;  yet  the  Queen  would  not  defer  going  that  day  to  Par- 
liament, and  making  all  the  Declarations  that  were  necefTary  to  render  the  Nation  unanimoufly 
inclin'd  to  the  Peace;  that  (he  had  not  indeed  mention'd  to  the  Parliament  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms 
but  had  commanded  him  to  acquaint  Monf.  de  Torcy  with  the  Refolutions  fhe  had  taken  in  Rela- 
tion to  it,  and  inlifting  upon  the  Renunciation  as  the  Capital  Point  of  the  Negotiation;  and  for 
which,  Her  Majelly  would  rather  depart  from  almoft  all  the  Points  that  had  been  agreed  upon 
than  leave  that  to  any  Uncertainty.  Upon  this  Foundation  the  Queen  hopes,  that  the  moft  Chri- 
ftian  King  will  not  find  any  thing  offenfive  in  the  Demands,  which  fhe  found  her  felf  oblig'd 
to  renew,  being  Conditions  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  between  the  two  Armies  in  the  Nether- 
lands; which  if  the  King  confents  to,  fays  Mr.  St.  John  to  Monf.  de  Torcy,  •  you  have  only  to 
1  fign  and  fend  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  at  the  fame  time  that  he  takes  PofTeflion  of  Dun- 
'  kirk,  will  declare  to  the  Allies,  that  he  has  Orders  ro  acf  no  further  againft  France.  He  ac- 
'  quiints  him  that  Lord  Strafford  was  going  back  to  Vtreeht,  that  the  fnftru'eiions  he  was  to  carry 
'  will,  according  to  your  Delire,  put  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  in  3  Condition  to  keep  no 

*  longer 
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*  longer  thofc  Mcafurcs  to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  obliged  to  fub.iiit,  but  frottl 

*  henceforth  they  may  openly  joyn  with  thole  of  France,  and  give  L  ic  who 
4  will  not  fubmit  to  jull  and  reafonable  Conditions  |  and  promiUs  when  Loid &».«/- 
■  ford  goes,  he  will  dupatch  another  Courier  to  inform  him  of  the  Orders  he  carries. 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  toinfert  here  an  L'xtract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  to  Mr.  St.  John,  of  the  joth  of  April,  1712.  *'  Thus  you  flill 

*  fee  the  Temper  here,  and  the  Time  it  will  naturally  take  to  get  the  Dutch  (if 

*  they  will  at  lafl  fettle  a  Plan)  before  it  can  be  don.'.  You  fee  the  Ev.nts  wc 
'  are  cxpofed  to  by  the  Operations  in  the  Field  the  mean  time,  and  you  have  it  by 

*  this  time  in  your  Power  to  terminate  all,  and  even  to  flop  the  Operations  of  the 
'  Army  for  a  Month,  'till  the  Negotiation  is  ended  one  way  or  other:  There  is  no 
'  Pretence  now  it  can  be  a  Prejudice  to  us,  fhould  a  CefTation  be  made ;  for  the  fof- 
1  mer  Pretences  are  out  of  Doors,  of  its  being  impofliblc  for  the  French  to  make 

*  Magazines  for  their  Army  to  take  the  Field  as  loon  as  ours,  and  having  burnt  thefc 

*  Magazines  at  firlt  aflirm'd  impofliblc  to  be  made,  for  us  by  that  means  to  be  Ma- 
'  flers  of  befieging  either  Cumlraj  or  Arras,  and  our  Army's  marching  to  Paris  is 

*  flnpt  at  lcafl  for  this  Summer  in  all  Appearance.     The  French  arc  now  better 

*  polled  than  we  are;   their  Army  is  much  flronger.     We  cannot  march  to  fur- 

*  prize  them  in  other  Parts  of  their  Lines  'till  wc  have  green  Forage,  which 

*  wo'nt  be  up  thefc  Three  Weeks  at  fooneft.    They  have  all  their  Troops  up, 

*  and  wc  want  a  great  Part  of  ours,  especially  the  Impertaltfls,   who,  'tis  faid,  can- 

*  not  joyn  the  Army  m  a  Month  yet  ;  fo  that  now  the  Advantage  of  a  CefTation 

*  of  Arms  is  on  our  Side,  if  they  will  for  the  fake  of  Peace  content  to  it.   If,  upon 

*  thefe  and  other  Conii.lerations,  a  Deflation  is  thought  in  England  neccflan ,  the 

*  Queen  mull  not  propofe  ir,  but  at  the  fame  time  be  refolved  to  put  it  in  Exe- 

*  cution  on  her  Side,  if  agreed  to  by  the  French;  becaufc  fuch  a  Propofi  ion  will 

*  be  fureto  meet  with  Oppolition,  unlcfs  bick'd  with  Rcfolution,    and  may  have 

*  the  Effect  of  making  thofe  who  delight  in  War  undertake  with  fo  much  the 

*  greater  Precipitation  fome  d-fperate  Attempt. '  Upon  what  groundlefs  Allega- 
tions the  Earl  of  Strafford  did  here  advife  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  is  fubmitted  to 
the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

The  x  Articles  for  a  Sufpenfion,  figned  by  Mr.  St.  John, June  6,0.  S.  and  the  An- 
fwer,  figned  by  Monf. de  Torcy,  Jane  22,  1 7 1 2,  N.  g.  are  annex'd.    No.  (24  ) 

The  next  Day,  June  7,  O.  S.  Mr.  St.  John  writes  a  \  private  Letter  to  Monf.  dt 
Torcy,  exprefling  the  utmofl  Confidence  .in  the  good  Faith  of  the  Mod  Chriflian 
King;  thinks  it  ncccflary  to  haften  the  Peace  ;  tells  him,  it  will  frighten  the  Dutch 
to  be  told  the  Queen  will  act  no  longer  againft  France;  and  that  if  they  do  r.oc 
haften  to  make  their  Agreement,  they  will  have  a  burthen  upon  their  Backs  which 
they  are  not  able  to  bear. 

On  the  fame  Day  Mr.  St,  John  fends  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond\\  Copies  of  the  fe  two  la  ft 
Letters,  and  of  the  Memorial  lent  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.  They  have  been,  fays 
hisLordfhip,  prepared  by  the  Queen's  Order  in  Anlwer  to  the  lafl  Exprefs  which 
came  from  France,  and  '  You  will  perceive  by  them,  my  Lord,  that  the  Queen 

*  infifls  on  the  Execution  of  the  Article  relating  to  Spain,  and  on  the  Delivery  of 

*  Dunkirk^  as  Points  without  which  fhc  will  not  declare  for  a  CefTation  of  Arms 

*  in  the  Netherlands ;  but  if  thefe  Conditions  are  accepted,  and  lent  figned  by  the 
'  Marquis  de  Torcy  to  your  Grace,    and  Dunkirk^  put  into  your  Pofleilior,  you  are 

*  publickly  to  own  that  you  can  act  no  longer  againg  the  French.     If  they  are  not 

*  confented  to,    you  are  entirely  free  from  Reflraint,   and  at  Liberty  to  take  all 

*  reafonable  Meafures  that  arc  in  your  Power  for  annoying  the  Enemy.     It  ispro- 

*  bable  the  Marefchai  hilars  may  receive  the  Orders  which  will  be  fent  him  from 

*  Verfaillcs  within  a  Day  after  this  Letter  will  come  to  your  Hands.     Your  Grace 

*  will  therefore  lofe  no  Time  in  acquainting  him,  that  you  are  in  Expectation  of 
«  hearing  from  his  Court  that  which  mull  determine  your  Proceedings ;  and  that, 
c  according  to  the  King'4  Rcfolution,  you  are  cither  to  look  upon  your  felves  on 

*  both  Sides  as  freed  from  any  Refhicliv*  Orders,   and  in  full  Liberty  of  acting  a- 

*  gainft  each  other,  or  that  you  arc  openly  to  declare  for  a  CefTation. 

The  Committee  think  it  necefTury  now  to  go  a  little  back,  and  obferve  what 
Orders  and  Inftru&ions  had  been  given  to  the  Duke  of  Ormotid,  and  what  Ac- 
counts he  had  fent  of  his  Proceedings  during  the  time  the  Correfpondcncc  relating 
to  the  Renunciation  was  carrying  on. 

On  the  1  zth  of  April  \yit,N.S.  his  Inflections  are  fign'd  by  the  Queen  §  {No. 
if.)  He  is  order'd  to  repair  firft  to  the  Hague,  and  to  fee  the  Penfionary,  befoie 
heruts  himfelfat  the  Head  of  the  Troops-,  to  exprcft  to  him  thcQueen's  Rcfolution 
of  prefling  the  War  with  all  poflible  Vigour;  to  aflure  him  he  is  prepar'd  to  live 
in  a  perfect  good  Correfpondence  with  all  the  Generals,  and  particularly  with 

F  ih  >fe 
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thofc  of  the  States}  to  inform  himfel'  what  Plan  has  been  agreed  for  the  Opera- 
tion of  the  Campaign:  And  as  foon  as  he  arrives  at  the  Frontier,  to  meet  with 
Prince-  Eugene,  and  fuch  of  the  Generals  as  {hall  be  in  the  Secret,  and  with  them 
to  concert  the  proper  Meafures  for  entering  upon  Action. 

Your  Committee  conceive  thefe  Instructions  fign'd  by  her  Majefty  mud  be 
the  Rule  of  his  Grace's  Actions  'till  countermanded  or  revok'd  by  equd  Authori- 
ty, there  being  no  general  Direction  in  them  to  follow  fuch  further  Orders  as  he 
fhould  ieceive  from  a  Secretary  of  State. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  N.  S.  the  Duke  of  Ormond  gives  the  Secretary  an  Ac- 
count, '  That,  according  to  his  Inftiuclions,  he  had  given  the  Penfionary  all  the 
'  AfTurances  of  carrying  on  the  War  with  Vigour,  and  acting  in  Confidence  with 
'  all  the  Allies,  and  more  cfpecia'ly  the  Dutch ;    which  were  recciv'd  with   the 

*  greateft  Profeffions  rf  Duty  and  Refpect  to  her  Majefty. 

On  the  30th,  *  the  Duke  of  Ormond  had  betn  in  Conference  with  the  Council  of 
State,  where,  his  Grace  fays,  *  there  were  great  Expreffions  of  Duty  to  her  Majefty. 
'  They  told  him  there  was  no  particular  Relolution  taken  as  to  the  Operation  of  the 

*  Campaign,  butlcfc  it  to  their  Generals,  who  with  their  Deputies  are  toactinCon- 

*  cert  with  the  Generals  of  the  Allies}  and  that  they  had  given  Orders  to  their  Gc- 

*  nerals  to  live  in  agoodCorrefpondence  with  his  Grace. 

On  the  if th  of  April,  0-  S.  "f  which  mull  be  obferv'd  was  before  it  was  known 
France  had  agreed  fo  much  as  to  propofe  to  the  King  of  Spain  the  Alternative  of 
the  two  Monarchies,  which  was  not  till  the  1 8th  of  May,  AT.  S.  Mr.  St.  John.bc- 
gins  to  give  the  Duke  of  Ormond  fome  diftant  Hint  of  the  Scene  that  was  after- 
wards to  be  open'd,   and  tells  him,  '  The  Queen  inclines  to  be  of  Opinion,  that 

*  all  the  Troops,  whether  Subjects  or  Foreigners,  belonging  to  her,  fhould  be  im- 

*  mediately  under  his  Grace's  Command.     There  may  have  been  formerly  Reafons 

*  for  ufinga  different  Method,  but  there  feems  at  prefent  to  be  f«meofa  very  ftron» 

*  Nature  for  taking  this,  and  perhaps  thefe  may  every  Day  grow  ftill  ftronger.    ln- 

*  linuates  there  may  be  Reafons  to  be  jealous  of  Prince  Eugene;  and  on  this  Oc- 
4  cafion  his  Grace  is  directed  to  be  more  cautious  for  fome  time  of  engaging  in  an 
'  Action,  unlefs  in  the  Cafe  of  a  very  apparent  and  confiderable  Advantage,  upon 
«•  Pretence  of  waiting 'till  the  German  Troops  were  all  arriv'd,  that  they  may  have 
1  their  Share,  if  there  is  to  be  any  Action. 

On  the  oth  of  May,  N.  S.  %  the  Duke  of  Ormond  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of 
two  Letters  from  Mr.  St.  John  of  the  i.tfth  and  nd  of  April,  neither  of  which 
appear.     But  his  Grace  lays  in  Anfwer  to  the  Secretary,  *  1  am  of  your  Opinion, 

*  that  a  Battle  won  or  loft  would  at  this  time  make  very  great  Alterations  in  the 

*  Treaties  now  on  foot:  But  you  remember  that,  in  my  Inftructions,  I  am  order'd 

*  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  Allies  in  profecuting  the  War  with  Vigour ;  fo 

*  that,   fhould  there  happen  a  fair  Opportunity  to  attack  the  Enemy,  1  cannot 

*  rcfufe  it,  if  propos'd  by  the  Prince  and  States.    But  I  hope  to  have  the  Met 

*  fenger  before  the  Armies  are  form'd,  which  will  be  in  3  or  4  Days. 

On  the  izth  of  May,  N.S.  ||  the  Duke  of  Ormond expreffes  ftill  the  fameUneafi- 
nefs,  wifhes  to  hear  from  England  that  the  Peace  is  near  concluded,  but  hopes,  if  it 
bedelay'd,  wefhall  have  the  good  Fortune  to  force  the  French  to  comply  with  the 
Queen's  Demands.  • 

But  his  Grace  was  now  foon  put  out  of  his  Pain  by  the  Order  mention'd  before 
of  May  the  ioth,  0.  S.   not  to  engage  in  any  Siege  or  hazard  a  Battle. 

On  the  zfth  ot  May,  N.S.  §  The  Duke  of  Orwond  writes  two  Letters  to  Mr.  St. 
John,  a  private  Letter  and  a  publick  Letter.  In  the  firft,  which  was  his  private 
Letter,  and  all  wrote  in  his  own  Hand,  *  his  Grace  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of 

*  his  Orders,  not  to  engage  in  Siege  or  Battle  ;  to  which  he  promifes  an  exact 

*  Obedience,  and  to  keep  feeret  his  having  receiv'd  any  fuch  Command,  and  will 
'  endeavour  to  hinder  its  being  fufpected.     But  Prince  Eugene  and  the  States  hav- 

*  ing  proposed  to  attack  the  Enemy,  or,  if  that  be  found  too  hazardous,  to  beficge 

*  ^uefnoy,  his  Grace  fears  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  him  todifguifc  the  trueRea- 

*  fon  of  his  oppofing  all  Propofals  that  fhall  be  made  for  undertaking  any  thing, 
«  having  no  Excufe  for  Delays,  all  the  Troops  we  expected,  and  the  heavy  Can- 

*  non,  being  to  be  here  on  Saturday:  And  he  fays  if  he  could  have  found  Forage 
'  here,  he  would  have  made  fome  Pretence  to  delay  the  March,  tho'  the  Difpofi- 

*  tions  of  it  were  made  before  he  received  this  Letter. 

But  on  the  fame  Day  his  Grace  writes  another  ^  publick  Letter  to  Mr.  St.  John, 
after  he  had  receiv'd  the  Letter  of  the  ioth,  as  is  exprefly  faid;  wherein  he  takes 
no  Notice  of  his  Orders  not  to  engage  in  Siege  or  Battle,  but  fpeaks  of  his  hav- 
ing review'd  the  Englijh  Troops,  and  found  them  info  good  a  Condition,  that  muff, 
convince  all  the  Allies  how  groundlefs  the  Complaints  arc  that  have  been  made  of 

our 
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our  BackwarJnefs,  of  which  he  fays,  « 1  believe  you  will  novr  hear  no  more.     He, 
goes  on,  '  If  wc  find  an  Opportunity  to  bring  the  Enemy  to  a  Bailie,  wc  f. 
4  not  decline  it.  0 

On  the  i8.h  of  May,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  *  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  St.  JJj>;. 

*  Yellerday  Prince  Lugenc  and  the  States  Deputies  defir'd  that  I  would  confenc  to 
'  fend  the  Qjuiter- Matters  Lo  view  tlie  French  Campj  which  1  could  not  rcfufc, 

*  without  giving  them  lome  Snfpicion  of  what  I  am  order'd  to  difguifej  but  1 
4  was  fure  th.u  nothing  ol  Action  could  happen,  the  Enemy  being  behind  the 
'  Schelde.  The  Detachment  that  went  with  them  were  Forty  Squadrons,  and  nil 
4  the  Grenadiers  of  my  Army  to  fupport  them  and  make  good  their  Retreat,  Ihould 
4  the  Enemy  have  endcavour'd  for  to  have  attack'd  them.  They  went  as  far  (I 
4  mean  theHorfe}  as  Catelet,  where  the  Right  of  the  Enemy's  Army  lies,  and  are 
<  come  back  wichout  feeing  any  of  the  French  on  our  Si  de  the  SckelJc. 

'  The  Di fiance  between  the  Head  of  the  Somne  and  that  of  the  Scheldt  is  not 

*  above  a  League  and  a  Halt,  which  is  a  Plain,  and  the  Enemy  have  not  yet  of- 
4  fer'd  tonhrow  up  any  Retrenchment :  May  be  to  Morrow  they  will  begin  to 
4  work,  fince  they  have  fecn  our  Troops  reconnoitring  that  Way.  '  Prince  £«• 
gene  and  the  Deputies  being  te  dine  with  his  Grace  the  next  Day,  he  was  under 
Apprchenfions  they  would  prefs  him  to  undertake  fomething  immediately,  which 
it  would  be  very  hard  to  conceal  the  true  Reafon  of  his  rcfufing,  having  no  rca- 
fonablc  Excufc  for  it. 

In  this  f  Letter  his  Grace  gives  an  Account  of  a  Letter  that  he  had  receiv'd  from 
Marefchal  Pillars,  and  the  Attfwer  that  his  Grace  wrote  to  the  Marefchal. 

This  Correlpondence,  which  on  both  Sides  is  infilled  upon  to  be  kept  as  the 
moil  abfolute  Secret,  is  founded  upon  a  Poflfcript  in  Mr.  St.  John's  Letter  of  May  the 
roth  to  the  Dukeof  Ormond;  wherein  he  tells  hisGrace  «  Communication  is  given 
4  of  this  Order  to  the  Court  of  France  ■,  fo  that  if  Marefchal  Hilars  takes  any  pri- 
t  vare  way  Notice  of  it  to  you,  your  Grace  will  anfwer  accordingly. 

May  the  if  th,  N.  S.  Marefchal  VtUars  acquaints  his  Grace,  J   4  That  he  had  the 

*  King's  Orders,  and  the  Queen  of  England's  Confent,  to  write  to  him  as  foon  as  he 

*  receiv'd  the  Courier*,  and  whatever  Glory  istobeacquir'dagainftaGencral  whofe 

*  Valour  is  fo  well  known  among  them,  he  defires  him  to  be  aflur'd  that  he  never 

*  receiv'd  more  agreeable  News  than  that  they  weie  to  be  no  longer  Enemies. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  in  Anfwer  acquaints  him,  That  he  had  receiv'd  Orders 
from  the  Queen  upon  the  fame  Subject,  to  which  he  would  not  fail  to  conform 
himfelf  in  the  mofl  exact  Manner. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  Intimation  given  by  Mr.  St  John,  That  if  Marefchal 
Villars  takes  any  private  way  Notice  of  his  Orders,  his  Grace  was  to  anfwer  ac- 
cordingly. 

But  his  Grace  proceeds  further,  and  fays,  '  The  Motion  which  we  are  going  to 

*  make  is  principally  for  the  Subfitlance  of  our  Troops,  fo  that  you  need  not  be 
4  under  any  Apprehenfion  at  this  March ;  at  leall  1  can  anfwer  for  the  Queen's 
4  Army  which  1  have  the  Honour  to  command. 

Your  Committee  is  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for  this  Transition,  unlefs  his  Grace 
had  Orders  not  only  not  to  ad  againft  France,  but  to  give  the  French  General  In- 
telligence of  all  that  was  defign'd  in  the  Confederate  Army. 

The  Report  being  made  by  the  Quarter  Matters-General,  who  went  with  the 
Detachment  to  view  the  French  Camp,  and  the  Overture  between  the  Sources  of 
the  Somme  and  the  Scbelde,  and  they  all  agreeing  that  the  Ground  was  as  advan- 
tagious  as  could  be,  their  Situation  being  (uch  as  gave  an  Opportunity  of  (tiling 
upon  their  Flank  and  Rear,  it  was  propos'd  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  march  with- 
out the  leafl  Delay  to  the  Enemy,  and  to  attack  them. 

What  hisGrace  did  upon  this  Occafion  is  bed  to  be  learnt  from  his  own  Words 
in  his  Letter  of  May  the  29th  toMr.S/.  John.  || l  You  may  eafily  imagine  the  Dif- 

*  ficulty  that  I  was  under  to  excufc  the  delaying  a  Matter,  which,  according  to  the 

*  Informations  I  had  from  the  Quarter-Mafters-General,  and  fcveral  other  General 
«  Officers  that  went  out  with  the  Detachment,  feem'd  to  be  fo  practicable.  The 
4  bed  Excufc  I  could  make  was  Lord  Strafford's  fudden  Voyage  10  England,  which 

*  gave  me  Reafon  to  believe  there  mult  be  fomething  of  Confequcnce  traveling, 
4  which  a  Delay  of  Four  or  Six  Days  would  bring  to  Lighr,  and  therefore  1  defired 

*  they  would  defer  this  Undertaking,  or  any  other,  until  I  ihould  receive  frelh 
4  Letters  from  England. 

Your  Committee  cannot  better  reprefent  the  favourable  Opportunity  that  was 
here  loft  to  the  common  Caufe,  and  the  Advantage,  or  rather  Deliverance,  that 
was  fecured  to  the  Common  Enemy,  than  in  a  §  Letter  from  the  Deputies  of  the 
States  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  June  the  4th,  N.  S.    No.  (16  ) 

Thefe 
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*  Thefe  Reprefentations  and  the  prcffing  lnftances  made  by  Prince  Eugene,  are 
entertained  by  Mr.  St.  John  as  affected  Alarms  and  Clamours  raifed  with  much 
Induflry,  but  fuch  as  gave  Her  Majefty  no  Uneafinefs  whatfoever. 

■f  But  they  began  to  mate  fomc  Impreffions  upon  the  Duke  oi  Ormond ;  he  grew 
fenfiblc  of  the  ill  Blood  and  Diffatisfaction  caufed  among  the  Allies  by  the  Mea- 
sures he  was  obliged  to  take,  who  did  not  flick  to  fay  we  were  betraying  them. 
He  fends  an  Account,  that  Prince  Eugene  and  the  States  Deputies  had  rcfolved  to 
befiege  Quefnoy,  which  Place  was  that  Day,  June  8.  N.  5.  17 12.  inverted}  and 
though  he  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  Operation,  he  could  not  rcfufe  furnifli- 
ing  fome  Troops  in  the  States  Pay,  but  had  avoided  giving  any  in  the  Queen's 
whole  Pay. 

We  are  now  come  again  to  the  7th  of  June,  O.  S.  when  Mr.  St.  John  fent  to 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  his  Letters  of  the  6th  and  7th  to  Monf.  deTorcy,  and  the  laft 
Articles  propofed  by  Great  Britain  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  j  and  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved, that  hitherto  it  was  an  entire  Secret  between  the  Englijb  and  French  Courts 
and  their  Two  Generals,  that  neither  Siege  or  Battle  was  to  be  engaged  in  by  the 
Duke  of  Ormond.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  whole  Confederacy  were  as  yet  amufed 
with  Hopes  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  might  be  permitted  in  fome  Degree  to  com- 
ply with  his  Indruftions,  and  the  folemn  and  repeated  Affurances  that  had  been 
given,  to  aft  in  Conjunction  with  the  reft  of  the  Allies:  But  the  Time  was  now 
come,  when  the  Secretary's  Care  and  Prudence  was  to  deliver  the  French  King 
from  the  Apprehenfions  under  which  Monf.  de  Torcy  had  fo  often  declared  him  tot 
be  for  the  Events  of  this  Campaign:  And  altho*  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  was 
prefs'd  and  infilled  upon  by  France,  and  was  to  be  granted  purely  for  the  fake  and 
Prefervation  of  the  French  Army,  which  in  all  reafon  mould  have  brought  them 
to  a  Compliance  with  the  Demands  fent  from  England;  yet  fo  very  tractable  did 
our  Miniftry  prove,  that  France's  refufing  the  Conditions  at  firft  propofed  for 
granting  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  had  no  other  Effect  but  to  make  us  lower  the 
Terms  upon  which  they  were  to  accept  what  could  be  no  Advantage  t j  England, 
but  was  of  the  higheft  Importance  to  France. 

When  thefe  laft  Conditions  were  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  Or- 
ders that  attended  them,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  St.  John  declared  the  Queen 
infilled  on  the  Execution  of  the  Article  relating  to  Spain,  and  on  the  Delivery  of 
Dunkirk,  as  Points  without  which  fhe  would  not  declare  for  a  Ceflation  of  Arms: 
So  that  if  thefe  Conditions  were  not  abfolutely  confented  to,  if  the  Anfwer  from 
France,  which  was  to  determine  the  Duke  of  Ormotid's  Meafurcs,  was  not  figned 
by  Monf.  de  Torcy,  and  Dunkirk  was  not  put  into  the  Poffeflion  of  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  his  Grace  was  at  entire  Liberty  to  aft  againft  France  ;  but  upon  thefe 
Conditions  the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  ordered  immediately  to  declare  a  Ceflation 
of  Arms. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  think  this  Order  in  itfelf  of  a  very  extraordinary 
Nature,  akho'  conditional ;  and  the  Miniftry  feem  in  very  great  Hafte  to  give  all 
up  into  the  Hands  of  France,  when  the  Queen's  General,  at  the  Head  of  a  Con- 
federate Army  in  the  Field,  at  that  Time  covering  a  Siege,  which  the  Allies  were 
engaged  in,  ihould  be  ordered  to  govern  himfelf  according  to  fuch  Significations 
as  fhould  come  from  the  Court  of  France,  and  thofe  tranfmitted  him  by  the  Ge- 
neral commanding  the  Enemy's  Army,  whofe  Duty  it  was  by  Force  or  Stratagem 
to  raife  the  Siege,  or  gain  any  Advantage  he  could  over  the  Allies. 

On  the  2  id  of  June,  IV.  S.  Jan  Anfwer  to  thePropofals  laft  fent  over  was  tranf- 
mitted to  Mr.  St  John,  figned  by  Monf.  de  Torcy,  with  Two  Alterations,  one  no 
lefs  material,  than  whereas  it  was  demanded  that  the  Renunciation  fhould  be  rati- 
fied in  the  mod  folemn  Manner  by  the  States  of  France,  which  had  been  mention- 
ed before  as  one  of  the  chief  Securities  to  make  it  as  effectual  as  anything  could,  it 
is  here  fubflituted,  that  it  fhall  be  regifter'd  in  the  feveral  Parliaments :  And  to 
the  Article  of  Dunkirk  is  added,  That  all  the  King's  Officers,  both  Land  and  Sea 
Officers,  (hall  have  Liberty  to  flay  at  Dunkirk,  and  to  execute  their  feveral  Offices. 
And  on  the  fame  Day  Monf.  de  Torcy  writes  ||  Two  Letters  to  Mr.  St.  John,  the  one 
a  publick  Letter,  explaining  at  large  the  Alterations  j  the  other  a  private  Letter  to 
prevail  with  him  to  confent  to  thefe  Alterations.  And  it  may  be  here  obferved, 
that  there  are  feveral  lnftances  of  fuch  a  private  Correfpondence  carry'd  on  between 
the  Two  Secretaries. 

At  the  fame  time,  a  Copy  of  the  Memorial  and  the  Anfwer  was  fent  to  the  Ma' 
refchal  (hilars,  who  with  his§  Letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  N  S.  fends  the  Copies  to 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  tells  him  the  Originals  were  ferrc  ro  England;  and  doubts 
not  but  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  would  immediately  take  Effect." 

Bnt 
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But  ic  appears  by  the  Duke  of  Omtonds  *  Lettef  to  Marcfchal  hilars  oF  the 
2fth  of  June,  That  thefc  were  only  Copies  and  not  fign'd,  for  his  Grace 
fays,  It  were  to  be  wifh'd  that  the  Marquis  de  Torcy  had  given  himfelf'tha 
trouble  to  fign  them,  as  being  more  agreeable  to  his  Grace's  Inftructions,but 
that  he  may  not  ftop  fo  good  a  Work  by  Difficulties  and  Scruples,  he  will  not 
infift  upon  Formality  :  He  promifes  to  go  immediately  to  Pnnce  Eugene,  and 
the  Staces  Deputies,  to  perfwade  them  to  abandon  the  Enterprise  upon  Qutf- 
noy,  and  to  declare,  That  in  cafe  of  a  Refufal,  he  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  with- 
draw the  Queen's  Army  •  and  as  foon  as  the  Troops  which  he  fhould  detach 
for  that  Puipofe  had  taken  Poifeffion  of  Dunkirk,  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  fhall 
take  place. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  the  D.  of  Ormond  gives  Mr.  St.  John  an  h  Account,  That 
he  had  been  with  Prince  Eugene,  and  the  States  Deputies,  and  had  acquainted 
them,  that  the  French  King  having  agreed  to  feveral  Articles  demanded  by 
the  Queen  as  the  Foundation  of  a  Ceffation  of  Arms,  he  could  no  longer 
cover  the  Siege  of  guefnoy  ;  but  was  oblig'd  by  his  Inftructions  to  march  with 
the  Queen's  Troops,  and  thofe  in  Her  Majefty's  Pay,  and  to  declare  a  Cefla- 
tion of  Arms  as  foon  as  the  Town  of  Dunkirk  was  dcliver'd  up. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  having  had  this  Conference  with  Prince  Eugene,  and 
the  States  Deputies,  according  to  his  Promife,  fends  a  fecond  c  Letter  to  Ma- 
refchal  Fillan  of  the  fame  Date,  and  tells  him,  He  apprehends  that  the  Gene- 
rals of  the  Auxiliaries  paid  by  the  Queen,  will  not  leave  Prince  Eugene's  Army 
without  particular  Orders  from  their  refpectivc  Mafters. 

An  Account  of  this  being  fent  to  the  Court  of  France,  Monfieur  Je  Torcy 
difpatches  an  d  Exprefs  June  the  2~th,  N.  S.  and  declares  if  the  Foreign  Troops 
in  Englijli  Pay  did  not  abandon  Prince  Eugene's  Army,  the  Condition  upon 
which  Dunkirk  was  to  be  delive  'd  being  not  perform'd,  it  would  be  unreason- 
able for  England  to  infift  that  Dunkirk  fhould  be  given  into  their  Hands ;  and 
appeals  to  the  Title  of  the  Memorial,  that  imported  a  Ceffation  of  Arms  be- 
tween the  two  Armies  in  the  Netherlands  :  He  infifts,  that  pofitive  Orders  be 
lent  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  withdraw  all  the  Troops  in  Engliflj  Pay  j  and 
when  thefe  Orders  fhall  have  been  punctually  comply'd  with,  the  King  will 
perform  his  Promife  of  delivering  Dunkirk. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  having  already  declar'd  abfblutely  to  the  Allies,  that 
he  could  no  longer  cover  the  Siege  of  Quefnoy,  remains  in  a  State  of  Inaction, 
though  'tis  plain  by  his  Orders  he  was  now  free  from  all  Reftrainr,  the  An- 
fwer  not  being  fign'd  by  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  as  was  exprefly  requir  d,  fome 
material  Alterations  being  made  in  the  Conditions  relating  to  Spain,  which  his 
Grace  had  then  no  Notice  that  the  Queen  had  confented  to,  and  Marefchal  Vil- 
lars  refufing  to  give  htm  the  Poifeffion  of  Dunkirk,  which  were  declar'd  Points 
without  which  the  Queen  would  not  confent  to  a  Ceffation  of  Arms. 

And  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  himfelf  of  this  Opinion,  is  evident  from 
his  own  e  Letter  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  June  the  29th;  wherein  he  excufes  his  de- 
ferring feparating  the  Troops,  and  marching  towards  Dunkirk  until  he  had 
fufficient  Alfurance  that  Place  would  be  furrender'd  to  him ;  and  then  his  Grace 
fays  the  contrary  appears  now  fo  evidently,  that  I  fhould  look  upon  my  felf  im- 
mediately at  Liberty  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  Allies ;  but  I  do  not  take 
upon  me  to  make  a  Step  of  fuch  confequence  without  the  Queen's  particular 
Orders,  which  I  fhall  expect  with  the  greateft  Impatience. 

Thefe  unexpected  Resolutions  of  the  Foreigners  in  the  Queen's  Pay  not  to 
abandon  their  Allies,  and  leave  them  at  the  Mercy  of  the  French  Army,  very 
much  difconcerted  our  Meafures  here  for  a  fhort  time ;  but  on  June  20,  O.  5. 
N°  (27)  Mr.  St.  John  writes  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  f  That  the  Accounts  from 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  were  conformable  to  what  he  had  fent,  which  gave  the 
Queen  a  fenfible  Difpleafure  ;  but  as  Her  Majefty  had  taken  a  firm  and  unal- 
terable Refolution  not  to  yield  to  any  Difficulties,  he  doubts  not  to  fucceed, 
and  believes  Monfieur  de  Torcy  will  be  convine'd  of  this  Truth  when  he  has 
read  over  this  Letter :  That  he  had  juft  thew  told  the  Minifters  of  thofe  Prin- 
ces who  have  Troops  in  the  Queen's  Pay,  that  unlefs  they  obey  the  Duke  of 
Ormond's  Orders,  Her  Majefty  will  take  it  as  a  Declaration  againft  Her,  and 
from  that  Time  they  fhall  not  be  paid  :  That  if  the  French  King  will  deliver 
Dunkirk,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  fhall  retire  with  the  English  Troops,  and  all  thofe 
Foreigners  that  will  obey  him,  and  declare  the  Queen  will  act  no  longer 
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againft  France,  nor  pay  thofe  that  will,  and  will  make  no  Difficulty  to  con- 
clude immediately  a  feparate  Peace  with  France,  leaving  the  Allies  a  Time 
wherein  they  may  have  Liberty  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Conditions  as  fhall  be  agreed 
upon  betwixt  the  Queen  and  the  Moil  Chriftian  King.  See,  Sir,  the  Peace 
in  the  King's  hands ;  if  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  whole  Army  contents  to  the 
Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  our  firft  Project  proceeds ;  if  they  will  not  confent,  the 
Englifr  Troops  will  withdraw,  and  leave  the  Foreigners  to  feek  for  their  Sub- 
licence from  the  States,  who  very  far  from  being  able  to  furnifli  new  Expen- 
ces,  are  not  capable  to  fupport  what  they  have  already  upon  their  hands.  In 
fliort,  Britain  retiring  from  the  Theatre  of  the  War,  and  leaving  it  to  thofe  that 
are  in  no  condition  to  make  head  againft  France,  the  Peace  may  be  concluded 
between  the  two  Crowns  in  a  few  Weeks.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Propofitions 
which  the  Queen  commands  me  to  make,  and  believes  the  King  of  France  will 
find  his  Account  at  lead  as  much  the  laft  Way  as  the  firft.  He  once  more  de- 
fires  him  to  fend  an  Exprefs  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  that  he  may  know  how  to 
regulate  his  Condud ;  and  if  he  fignifies  to  him  that  the  King  has  given  Orders 
to  the  Governor  of  Dunkirk  to  admit  the  Englijh,  his  Grace  will  immediately  do 
all  that  he  has  faid.  He  acquaints  him  further,  That  the  Queen  was  re- 
folv'd  to  fend  the  Earl  of  Strafford  immediately  to  the  Army.  On  the  fame 
Day  Mr.  St.  Jvhn  fends a  a  Copy  of  this  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond;  and  to 
fhew  his  own  Opinion  of  this  extraordinary  Piece  in  a  Poftfcript,  he  fays,  I 
need  not  caution  your  Grace  that  the  inclos'd  for  Monfieur  de  Tcrcy  is  fit  to 
fall  tender  the  Eye  of  no  Perfon  whatfoever  but  your  Grace  :  As  for  his  In- 
ftru&ions  at  this  critical  Conjun&ure,  they  are  fuch  as  Her  Majefty  thought 
deferv'd  fending  the  Earl  of  Strafford  on  purpofe  to  the  Army-  and  his  Grace  is 
order'd  to  give  Marefchal  Villars  an  Account  of  the  Endeavours  the  Queen  had 
us'd  to  fubdue  the  Obftinacy  of  thofe  who  refus'd  to  obey,  and  of  his  Expecta- 
tions to  hear  from  htm  on  an  Exprefs  fent  to  France ;  and  a  fecond  time,  accord- 
ing to  what  was  faid  to  Monfieur  deTorcy,  his  Grace  is  order  d,  if  he  receives 
an  Account  from  the  Court  of  France  that  Her  Majefty's  laft  Propofals  are 
agreed  to,  and  Orders  difpatch'd  for  the  Surrender  of  Dunkirk,  without  any 
more  to  do,  to  declare  the  Sufpenfion  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  to 
keep  the  whole  Body  that  fhall  obey  his  Orders  entire,  and  to  withdraw  in 
the  beft  manner  his  Circumftances  will  allow. 

This  Offer  was  no  fooner  receiv'd  in  France,  but  without  the  Lofs  of  one 
Moment's  time  accepted  and  confented  to,  as  b  Monfieur  de  Tcrcy  acquaints 
Mr.  St.  Jcbn,  July  the  jth,  N.  S.  He  takes  care  to  mention  very  particularly 
all  the  Reafons  and  Engagements  which  had  been  fo  plainly  and  explicitly  pro- 
pos'd ;  and  upon  Condition  that  the  Queen  doe's  immediately  make  a  feparate 
Peace,  keep  no  Meafures  with  Her  Allies,  but  only  leave  them  a  Time  to  iub- 
mit  to  the  Conditions  that  fhall  be  agreed  upon  for  them  between  France  and 
England,  the  King  of  France  hath  determin'd  to  fend  his  Orders  to  permit  the 
EngliJI)  Troops  to  enter  into  Dunkirk ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  Courier  was  dif- 
patch'd to  Marefchal  Villars  to  carry  him  thefe  Orders.  And  as  a  general  Celfa- 
tion  from  all  Hoftilities  both  by  Land  and  Sea  between  the  two  Nations,  had 
been  propos'd  by  England  'till  their  Treaties  could  be  finifh'd,  the  King  of 
France  with  the  fame  Readinefs  confents  to  that. 

This  Account  was  no  fooner  receiv'd  in  England,but  frefh  'Orders are  fent  to 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  hear  that  the  Governor  had  receiv'd 
Orders  to  evacuate  Dunkirk,  and  to  admit  the  Queen's  Troops  into  the  Place, 
without  lofing  a  moment,  if  he  had  not  already  done  it,  to  declare  a  Sufpenfion 
of  Arms ;  and  to  withdraw  all  the.  Englifl)  Troops,  and  fuch  others  as  would 
obey  his  Orders ;  and  leaft  any  Accident  might  ftill  obftruCt  this  Projed,  his 
Grace  by  Mr.  St.  John  is  told,  He  muft  obferve  that  the  Order  is  pofitive,  and 
that  ho  Cafe  can  podibly  happen  io  which  Her  Majefty  will  allow  that  any 
other  Meafure  fhould  be  taken  ;  and  Mr.  St.  John  is  much  concern'd  that  the  ' 
Earl  of  Strafford  will  arrive  at  the  Army  later  than  was  to  be  wifli'd,  from 
whom  his  Grace  was  to  receive  thofe  Lights  and  Informations  for  his  Gui- 
dance in  this  nice  Conjun&ure,  that  he  is  amply  inftru&ed  to  give  him. 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  N.  S.  Lord  Strafford  arrives  in  the  Camp ;  on  the  14th 
dPrince  Eugene  fends  the  D.  of  Ormond  Word  by  an  Aid  de  Camp,  That  he  in- 
tended to  march  the  next  Morning  with  aDefign,  as  was  fuppos'd,  to  attack 
Landrecj.    The  Duke  of  Ormond  is  much  furpriz'd  at  the  Mefiage  ;    refufes  to 
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march  with  him,  or  to  give  him  any  Affiftancc  from  the  Queens  Trc- 
but  lets  the  Prince  know,  that  when  he  march'd,   his  Grace  fhould  be 
lig'd  to  take  the  beft  Care  he  could  for  the  Security  of  the  Queen's  Tw< 
and  to  change  his  Camp  in  Order  to  ic. 

On  the  feme  •  Day  Marefcha!  Pillars  giving  the  Duke  of  Ormond  an  Account, 
that  he  had  fent  by  Colonel  Lloyd  Orders  for  the  Delivery'  of  Dunkirk,  fuys, 
Permit  me  Sir  to  have  the  Honour  to  tell  yon,  tho'  it  be  very  advantage- 
ous not  to  be  obliged  to  engage  the  braved  and  boldcft  of  our  Enemies,  yet 
'tis  very  important  to  know  thofe  that  remain  lb,  and  I  take  the  Liberty  to 
delire  you  will  do  me  the  Honour  to  fend  me  Word  what  Troops  and 
what  Generals  will  obey  your  Orders,  becaufc  the  fir  ft  Attempt  the  Enemy 
makes,  I  will  not  lofe  one  Moment  to  meet  them  :  The  King  gives  me  a 
Liberty  to  fight,  which  Nothing  but  the  Negotiations  has  hitherto  prevent- 
ed, and  which  the  Army  under  my  Command  has  a  great  Defire  to  make 
ufe  of.  I  think  the  Work  is  finifh'd  if  the  Army  which  is  under  your  Or- 
ders obeys  them.  This  then,  Sir,  is  no  indifcreet  Curiofity,  that  I  prefume 
to  defire  you  to  give  me  fome  Lights  upon  the  Doubts  which  I  am  in. 

I  (hall  be  very  much  oblig'd  to  you  Sir,  if  by  the  Return  of  this  Trum- 
pet you'll  honour  me  with  one  Word  of  Anfwer;  upon  the  Lights  which  I 
have  dclired  of  you. 

You'll  give  me  Leave  to  join  to  this  Pacquet  a  Letter  for  my  Lord 
Strafford. 

On  the  i  jth  of  July,  the  b  Duke  of  Ormond  in  Anfwer  to  this  Letter  fays, 
1  fhould  be  glad  I  weie  at  prefent  in  a  Capacity  to  give  you  all  the  In- 
fight  you  defire,  but  it  is  yet  impoffiblc  for  mc.  Notwithftanding  I  was 
unwilling  to  deiay  fending  back  the  Trumpet,  to  let  you  know  I  am  well 
affured,  I  fhall  be  capable  of  telling  you  to  morrow,  particularly  what 
Troops  will  remain  under  my  Command. 

As  to  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  you  already  know,    Sir,   that  according  to 
my  Orders  I  cannot  declare  it  in  Form,  'till  I  am  affured  the  Governour  of 
Dunkirk  fhall  have  executed  all  the  King's  Orders  for  the  Evacuation  of  the  . 
Place.     His  Grace  adds,   In  the  mean  Time  you  will  agree  with  me  Sir,  * 
that  the  faid  Sufpenfion  has  already  its  Effect  on  my  Side,    fince  I  have 
juft  now  inform'd  Prince  Eugene  and  the  States  Deputies,    that  in  Cafe  they 
fhould  undertake  any  new  Operation,  I  could  not  give  them  any  Affiflance  , 
with  the  Queen's  Army. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  e  Duke  of  Ormond  writes  again  to  Marefchal  ViUars,  and 
fays,  Your  Trumpet  juft  now  put  into  my  Hands  the  honour  of  your  Let- 
ter of  the  ifth,  and  I  am  now  to  acquit  my  felf  of  the  Promife  I  made 
you  yefterday.  Prince  Eugene  is  march'd  this  Morning,  and  all  the  foreign 
Troops  have  quitted  us  except  one  Battalion  and  four  Squadrons  of 
Holftein,  and  two  Squadrons  of  Walef.  He  adds,  Things  having  paffed  as  I 
have  the  Honour  to  tell  you,  I  thought  my  felf  oblig'd  to  acquaint  you 
of  it  as  fbon  as  poffible,  and  as  I  obferved  to  you  yefterday,  the  Sufpenfion 
of  Arms  has  already  its  Effect,  on  my  part  by  the  Separation  I  have  made 
of  the  Queen's  Troops,  and  all  her  Artillery,  from  thofe  of  Prince  Eugene* 
and  by  my  declaring  to  him  ,  I  could  give  him  no  Affiftance ,  and 
that  the  Payment  of  the  foreign  Troops  is  ftopp'd,  and  that  by  Confequence 
there  is  fallen  upon  the  Emperour  and  Holland  a  Burthen  they  will  not 
be  long  able  to  fupport  ;  I  truft,  Sir,  to  your  good  Faith,  and  fhall  to  mor- 
row make  a  Movement  to  put  my  felf  into  another  Situation,  and  I  hope 
I  fhall  have  News  from  Dunkirk,  that  will  authorize  me  to  declare  the  SuC-  • 
penfion  of  Arms. 

On  the  fame  Day  d  Marefchal  Vtllars  acquaints  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  that 
the  Governour  of  Dunkirk  was  making  the  neceffary  Preparations  to  eva- 
cuate that  Place  :  He  tells  his  Grace,  For  my  part,  Sir,  as  I  already  reckon 
you  for  our  Ally,  I  am  not  at  all  in  hafte  to  have  you  further  off,  you  are 
at  your  own  Liberty  to  come  near  us,  and  encamp  on  the  King's  Terri- 
tories, where-ever  you  fhall  think  proper.  Upon  this  the  Duke  of  Ormoni 
the  Day  after  order'd  a  Ceflation  of  Artns  to  be  proclaim'd  by  Sound  of 
Trumpet. 

Had 
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Had  Ac  firft  Defign  taken  Effect,  which  was  depended  upon  by  Fnwce, 
and  fo  far  prefutn'd  by  England  as  to  be  undertaken  for,  that  all  the 
Foreigners  in  the  Queen's  Pay,  that  compos'd  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  Army, 
ihould  feparate  and  withdraw  from  the  reft  of  the  Allies,  it  is  notorious, 
that  from  that  Inftant  Prince  Eugene's  whole  Army,  unlefs  they  fubmitted 
to  the  fame  Meafures,  had  been  left  at  the  Mercy  of  the  French  Army  to 
be  cut  in  Pieces,  or  made  Prifoners  at  the  Will  of  Marefchal  Villars,  which 
had  left  the  Queen's  Troops  in  no  better  a  Condition  than  to  have  the 
Privilege  of  being  laft  deftroy'd  ;  yet  all  the  Allies,  whofe  Honour  and 
Confcience  would  not  permit  them  to  abandon  their  Confederates,  and 
leave  them  as  a  Sacrifice  to  France,  were  punifh'd  by  England  with  the  Lots 
of  their  Pay  and  Subfidies,  which  was  all  that  was  in  the  Power  of  the 
Miniftry  to  do,  to  fliew  their  Refentment  at  this  great  Difaf  poirument  to  the 
Meafures  of  France. 

*  This  March  of  Prince  Eugene  Lord  Strafford  thought  might  be  turn'd  up- 
on  them,  and  he  prevail'd  with  the  Duke  or  Ormond  in  a  Meffage  to  Prince 
Eugene  to  fay  his  Marching  without  Concert  with  us,  and  all  the  Queen's 
Auxiliaries  marching  from  us,  expos'd  us  fo,  that  we  have  been  oblig'd  to 
fend  to  the  French  to  declare  with  us  a  Ceffation  of  Arms  ;  nothing  lefs 
could  put  the  Queen's  Troops  in  Safety  ;  for  though  Matters  fell  out  fo 
pat,  without  this  we  muft  have  declar'd  for  the  Ceffation,  yet  why 
fhould  we  not  turn  all  this  Matter  upon  them  ? 

The  Committee  had  not  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  take  Notice  of 
fuch  an  idle  Attempt  to  impofe  upon  the  Senfes  of  Mankind,   if  they  had 
not  been  indue'd  by  another  Paffage  in  the  fame  Letter  to  think  it  deferv'd 
fbme  Obfervation  ;    where  Lord  Strafford  giving  an  Account  of  what  pafs'd 
Upon  the  Separation  fays,  All  the  Engliffi  feem  rejoye'd  to  march  off,   being 
weary  of  the  Situation  they  were  in,  and  the  Reproaches  they  met  with  in 
the  great  Army  ;  There  are  two  or  three  Faces  very  four,   they  figh  and 
wifh  the  Hanoverians  had  not  feparated  from  us,  but  I  fhall  tell  them  per- 
haps it  may  be  better.    He  may  fee  by  this  Time  the  wrong  Advice  he  has 
follow'd,  fince  all  muft  lay  the  Blame  of  the  Separation  upon  him.     But 
this  is  not  the  only  Inftance  of  the  Scorn  and  Contempt  which  his  Lordfhip 
was  ready  to  exprefs  upon  the  like  Occafions  ;    for  July  the  16th,  ijn, 
h  giv,ng  an  Account  of  a  Converfation  with  Monfieur  Bulow,  the  Elector 
of  Hanowr's  General,  wherein  his  Lordfhip  declar'd,  that  the  Queen  had 
yet  neither  made  Peace  nor  Truce,  which  Declaration  was  made  near  a 
Month  after   the  Articles  for   a   Sufpenfion  of  Arms    were    fign'd,    and 
his  Lordfhip  reprefenting  the  great  Dangers  the   Queen's  Troops   were 
expos'd    to    by  being  left    alone    in    their   Camp   when   Prince  Eugene 
march 'd,    and    Monfieur  Bulow  replying,  in   cafe  of    any   Attack    they 
had  been  fure   of  their  Affiftanee  and   Protection,    his    Lordfhip  fays, 
My  Anfwer  was  in  a  difdainful  way,   it  would  be  a  very  odd  thing, 
when  an  Eledor  of  the  Empire  fhould  be  a  fufficient  Protection  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  December  the  14th,  1712,    Lord  Strafford  in  his  c  Letter  to  Mr. 
5/.  John  fays,  Count  Zinzendorf  own'd,  it  was  impoffible  to  carry  on  the1 
War  alone,   efpecially  fince  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  who  was  the  greateft 
Hero  for  the  War,  has  threatned  the  States  to  recall  his  Troops,  if  they  did 

not  pay  him  the  Queen's  Share  of  the  Subfidies  • In  fhort,  Count  Zinzen- 

dorf  himfelf  could  not  but  laugh  at  the  ridiculous  way  of  proceeding  of 
that  Court. 

The  Armies  being  now  feparated,  and  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  declar'd, 
your  Committee  :hink  it  neceffary  to  recapitulate  in  what  manner,  and  by 
what  Steps,  this  fatal  Ceffation  was  procur'd. 

That  it  was  of  infinite  Advantage  and  abfolutely  Neceffary  to  the  Affairs 
of  France,  and  therefore  infifted  on  by  France  is  very  evident  ;  and  it  is  as 
certain,  that  the  English  Miniftry  gave  early  into  it,  if  they  were  not  the 
firft  Advifers  of  it ;  for  which  no  other  Account  need  be  requir'd,  but  that 
as  all  their  Meafures  tended  to  advance  the  Intereft  of  the  Queen's  Ene- 
mies, they  could  not  fail  to  be  zealous  in  a  point  which  contributed  more 
to  thofe  Views  than  any  one  Occurrence  during  the  whole  Negotiation  ; 
but  as  they  all  along  wanted  Appearances,  and  confulted  them  more  than 
any  real  Advantages  to  the  Kingdom,  they  thought  it  neceffary  to  annex 
4  fbme 
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fomc  Condi  this  Important  Article,  chat  might  j>  ifi  upon  the  deluded 

People  as  a  Juftiticacion  ol  this  unprecedented  Treachery. 

The  Demolition  of  Dunkirk  was  always  fo  popular  a  Point,  that  nothing 
could  ftrikc  the  Imaginations  of  the  People  more,  than  to  he  told  that  this  im- 
portant Place  was  delivered  into  the  Queen's  Pofleffion  :  This  Step  they  thought, 
well  improv'd,  would  recommend  the  Peace  itfelf,  at  leaft  juftifie  the  Ccffat: 
And  as  the  Nation  had  Nothing  more  at  Heart,  than  the  Diipoiition  of  the 
Spanijh  Monarchy,  after  the  Renunciation  had  been  induftrioufly  cry'd  up,  and 
the  Queen  had  dcclar'd  from  the  Throne,  that  France  and  Spain  were  thereby 
more  effectually  divided  than  ever,  Thcfe  Two  Articles  were  made  the  eff 
rial  Conditions  of  granting  a  Ceffation  of  Arms :  For  the  latter,  France  eafily 
confentcd  to  it,  having  declar'd  it  to  be  null  and  void  by  the  fundam  ivvs 

of  France  :  For  the  firlt,  'tis  evident  how  unwillingly  France  was  brought  to  fur 
render  Dunkirk,    but  this  the  Miniftry  were  rclolv'd  to  purchafe  at  any    Rate, 
as  what  would  moft  eafily  amufe,  and  fenlibly  affeft  the  Nation  ;  and  therefore- 
ro  obtain  this,  they  engage  not  only  to  grant  a  Ceffation  of  Arms,  but  to  Co 
elude  a  Separate  Peace. 

The  Profpecr.  of  concluding  a  Separate  Peace,  and  the  obtaining  immediately 
a  Ceffation  of  Arms,  which  anlwer'd  all  the  I'm  poles  of  Fnmet  almoft  a3  h 
as-  a  Separate  Peace,  by  leaving  the  whole  C  onrederacy  in  their  Power,  and 
at  their  Mercy,  were  \o  great  Temptations  to  France,  that  the  Surrender  of 
Dunkirk  is  agreed  to  ;  but  if  we  come  to  conlider  what  Iv.ig /.jwc/gain'd  by  grant- 
ing this  fatal  Ceffation,  we  fhall  rind  the  Demolition  ot  Dunkirk  fiipply'd  by 
a  new  Canal  more  beneficial  to  France,  and  formidable  to  the  Navigation  oi 
Great  Britain,  than  Dunkirk  ever  was  ;  and  for  the  Renunciation,  We  were  told 
by  France,  we  mould  deceive  our  felves  if  we  accepted  it  as  an  Expedient  to 
prevent  the  Union  of  the  two  Monarchies. 

Your  Committee  cannot  clofe  their  Ohfcrvations  upon  this  memorable  Cam- 
paign of  17 1 2,  without  inferring  another  Letter  that  was  wrote  by  the  Duke  of 
Qrmcmd  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke.  The  Dutch  it  feems,  encourag'd  by  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  their  Enterprife  upon  Fort  Knocejue,  had  form'd  a  Delign  for  furpriling 
Newport  or  Fumes,  which  his  Grace  having  Intelligence  of,  thought  proper  to 
write  the  following  a  Letter,  October  the  21ft,  1712,  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

'  1  take  this  Opportunity  of  an  Exprefs  which  brought  me  fome  Letter-; 
c  this  Morning  from  Ofiend,  and  is  returning  thither,  to  acquaint  your  I.ordfhip 
c  with  an  Affair  which  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  a  Perfbn  who  is 
4  very  well  inclin'd  to  her  Majefty 's  Service  ;  your  Lordfrnp  will  beft  judge 
'  of  the  Importance  of  it,  and  the  Ufe  that  is  to  be'  made  of  ir,  when  1  tell 
'  you,  that  the  Succefs  of  the  Enterprife  upon  Knocc\ue  has  encourag'd  the 
'  forming  a  Project  tor  furpriling  Ntwport  or  Fumes,  and  that  the  fortifying 
'  Dixmude  is  made  ule  of  as  a  Pretence  for  drawing  together  a  Body  of  Troops 
c  fufficient  to  put  the  Defign  in  Execution  ;.  if  it  be  thought  more  for  her  Ma- 
'  jefties  Service  to  prevent  it,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion  fome  Means  fhould 
1  be  found  to  give  Advice  of  it  to  Marefchal  Villars ,  who  may  pofiibly 
'  think  we  owe  him  that  good  Office,  in  Requital  cf  fomc  Informations  your 
'  I.ordfhip  knows  he  has  given  me,  with  a  Defign  to  ferve  her  Majefty  and 
'  the  Nation  :  I  am  not  yet  at  Liberty  to  acquaint  your  I.ordfhip  with  the 
'  Name  of  my  Author,  who  defires  the  whole  Matter  may  be  manag'd  with 
c  the  greateft  Secrecy,  which  is  a  Caution  I  know  I  need  only  mention  to  your 
'  Lordfhip. 

The  great  Step  of  the  Ceffation  was  no  fooner  taken,  the  Sufpenfion  de- 
clar'd,  and  Dunkirk  deliver'd  up,  but  b  Monfieur  de  Torcy  calls  Upon  Mr.  St  John 
to  perform  his  Promifc  of  concluding  a  Peace  between  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain in  a  few  Weeks,  which  he  thinks  can  meet  with  no  Difficulties,  all  the 
Conditions  of  Peace  with  England  being  regulated,  and  the  Intentions  of  the 
King  touching  the  General  Peace  known  to,  and  he  thinks  he  may  fay  ap- 
proved by,  her  Britannick  Majefty.  Monfieur  de  Torcy  then  propofes  the  Me- 
thod of  regulating  the  Sufpenfion  by  Sea,  and  infifts,  that  during  the  Sufpen- 
fion, eidier  General  or  Particular,  the  Tranfportarion  of  neither  Troops,  Am- 
munition, nor  Provifions,  fhall  be  allow'd  into  Portugal,  Catalonia,  or  any  other 
Place  where  the  War  continues.  Pacquet-Boats  between  Dover  and  Calais  are 
ro  be  immediately  fettled  for  the  general  Eafe  of  Correfpondence,  and  the 
1  H  Sufpenfion 
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Sirfpenfion  of  Arms  to  be  publifh'd  in  Portugal  and  Catalonia,  without  waiting 
'till  it  mail  be  fettled  at  Utrecht. 

All  thefe  Propofals  from  France  are  very  readily  affented  to,  and  a  Mr.  St.  John 
'  thinks  the  Queen  in  a  Condition  not  to  lofe  a  Moment's  Time  in  concluding 
f  with  the  Minifters  of  France  the  Convention  for  a  general  Sufpenfion  of  Arms, 
'  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  even  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain 
'  and  France- 

Mr.  St.  John  then  opens  to  him  the  Meafures  that  had  been  here  concerted 
for  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  '  Of  all  the  Allies,  fays  he,  there  is  none  whofe  ln- 

*  tereft  the  Queen  has  fo  much  at  Heart  as  the  Duke  of  Savoy 's :  He  hopes 

*  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  will  ad  in  Concert  with  her  Majefty,  and  omit 
'  Nothing  that  may  engage  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  come  into  all  our  Meafures, 
c  and  that  may  proted  him  from  the  Infuits  of  the  Imperialifts  for  fo  doing  ; 
'  and  among  other  Advantages  propos'd  for  him,  he  lays  it  down  as  a  Prin- 
{  ciple,  that  it  is  neither  for  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  nor  France,  that  the 

*  Kingdom  of  Sicily  mould  be  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  therefore 
'  demands  it  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  declares  the  Queen  will  not  defift 
'  from  this  Demand. 

1  his  Concern  of  the  Britifo  Minifters  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  is  re- 
prefented  as  the  Ally,  whofe  Intereft  the  Queen  hath  moft  at  Heart,   your 
Committee  is  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for.    The  French,  as  appears  by  a  b  Letter  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Brifiol  to  Mr.  St.  John,  of  the  26th  of  April,  j-712,  had  adually 
offer'd  Sicily  to  the  Emperor.     The  Duke  of  Savoy  himfelf  did  not  relifh  this 
Propofition,  as  appears  by  Lord  Peterborough's c  Letter  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  the  24th 
of  September,  1712,   in  which  his  Lordfhip  reprefents  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ex- 
preffing,  That  he  was  not  fo  vainly  impatient  of  the  Title  of  King,   as  to 
lofe  or  hazard  any  real  Intereft  for  an  empty  Name,   but  that  he  thought  it 
much  more  extraordinary,  that  a  Prince  beaten  Ten  Years  together  by  his 
Enemies,  mould  remain  at  laft  with  the  Prize  contended  for,   and  which  fo 
often  by  Parliament  had  been  declared  the  juft  and  unavoidable  Motivs  of  the 
War  :  Again  in  Lord  Veterborcugh's  d  Letter  of  November  the  16th,  1712,  to  Mr. 
St.  John,  he  affirm'd,  That  Nothing  can  reprefent  the  Uneafinefs  of  Mind  of 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  after  thefe  Offers  had  been  made  him  :  To  calm  this  Un- 
eafinefs,   and  to  fix  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  the  Meafures  of  the  Miniftry,  it 
was  neceflary  the  Lord  ? eta  borough  fhould  in  a  e  Memorial  given  to  him  repre- 
fent, That  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  refufing  thefe  Offers  muft  fall  out  with  the 
Queen,  and  the  Englifb  Minifters,    whom  his  Lordfhip  endeavours  to  excufe 
from  the  Reproaches  caft  diredly  upon  them,  as  if  they  were  Perfons  devo- 
ted to  France.    That  for  the  Support  of  what  was  propos'd,  a  fufficient  Fleet 
fhould  be  fisrnifhd  either  by  England,   or  France,   or  by  both  Powers  jointly, 
and  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  be  guaranteed  and  proteded  againftany 
Power  that  fhould  oppofe  this  Project,   or  fhould  infiilt  him  for  having  ac- 
cepted thefe  Offers.     The  Arguments  of  the  Englijl)  Minifters  did  at  length 
prevail  with  his  Royal  Highnefs ;    and  if  the  View  of  the  faid  Minifters  was 
effedually  to  difable  the  Emperor  from  fupporting  himfelf  aeainft  France  after 
our  Separation,  by  forcing  into  the  Intereft  of  France  an  Aiiy  fo  confiderable 
as  the  Duke  of  Savoy,   it  muft  be  confefs'd  thefe  Meafures  were  extremely 
well  calculated  for  fuch  an  End,    but  it  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee 
how  England,  came  to  be  fo  far  concern'd  in  this  Matter  as  to  offer  its  Gua- 
rantee for  Sicily,  which  naturally  muft  have  engaged  us  in  a  War  againft  the 
Emperor.     This  Forwardnefs  of  the  Miniftry  in  offering  to  make  England  Gua- 
rantee for  Conditions  advantageous  only  to  France,  feems  the  more  extraordi- 
nary, when  they  obferve,  that,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  Negotiation, 
they  find  no  Endeavours  us'd  to  procure  a  Guarantee  of  our  Confederates  to 
fecure  the  Proteftant  Succeffion,  which  had  been  addrefs'd  for  by  both  Floufes 
of  Parliament ;  nor  do  they  obferve,  that  the  King  of  Sicily,  for  whom  fo  much 
was  done,  was  ever  requefted  to  be  Guarantee  for  the  faid  Succeffion. 

The  dreadful  Confequences  of  the  Separation  of  the  Armies  were  now 
fenfibly  felt  in  the  unfortunate  Adion  at  Denain,  where  Marefchal  Villars  on 
the  24th  of  July,  N.  S.  f  attack'd  Lord  Albemarle's  Camp,  which  he  fore'd,  took 
him  Prifoner,  and  entirely  defeated  all  the  Troops  under  his  Command :  M. 
de  Torcy  immediately  fends  an  e  Account  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  this  agreeable  News, 

and 
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and  fays,  f  The  King  of  France  is  pcrfuaded,  that  the  Advantage,  which  his 
'  Troops  have  obtain'd,  will  give  the  Queen  Co  much  the  more  Pleafure,  as 

*  it  may  be  a  new  Motive  to  overcome  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Enemies  to  Peace. 
Your  Committee  could  not  with  Patience  read  a  Letter  from  a  Minifter  of 

France,  declaring  to  the  .Secretary  of  State  of  England, T\\m  a  Victory  obtain'd  by 
the  Queen's  Enemies  over  Her  good  Allies,  mult  be  a  Pleafure  or  Satisfaction  to 
HerMajefty.  But  at  that  time  the  French  thought  themfelves  fo  fure  of  the  Britijh 
Miniftry,  that  they  depend  upon  their  Afliftance  to  pufli  this  Advantage  again  ft 
the  Confederates  ftill  further;  and  Monf.  dtlorcy  fays, c  he  hopes  the  Queen  will 
1  effectually  bring  them  to  Rcafbn  in  agreeing  immediately  with  the  King, the  laft 
c  Mealiires  that  are  to  be  taken  for  finifhing  this  Work.  She  has  the  Means  in  Her 
(  ownllanco,  if  She  will  nuke  ufe  of  Ghent  nnd  Bruges,  which  Her  Troops  poffefs, 
1  and  efpecially  of  Ghent ;  for  it  depends  upon  whofoever  is  Malter  of  that  Place, 
'  to  make  all  the  Deligns  of  the  Enemies  Generals  mifcany,  and  to  give  Law 

*  to  the  Dutch. 

Neither  was  Monf  Je  Torcy  lingular  in  his  Opinion  about  the  Action  at  Denain; 
Marefehal  VdUrs  would  not  lofe  a  Moment  in  giving  the  Duke  of  Ormond  an  Ac- 
count of  this  News ;  he  alcribes  the  V  ictory  to  the  reparation  of  the  brave  Eng- 
liji),  and  infults  the  Allies  as  common  Enemies,  that  muft  now  be  fenfible  what 
wrong  Meafuresthey  had  taken  :  In  this  Manner,  and  to  this  Effect,  Marefehal 
ViUars  thinks  proper  to  write  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ;  and  at  die  fame  time  the 
Marefehal  delires  his  G'ace  to  tranfmit  this  Account  to  the  Fiend  Plenipotentia- 
ries at  Utrecht,  and  to  make  a  thoufand  Compliments  from  him  to  Ld.  Str,  fiord. 

And  that  there  might  be  no  Part  of  the  World  where  it  was  in  the  Power  of 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  to  allift  their  new  Friends  the  French,  at  the  Expence  of  their 
old  Allies,  Monf  dtTorcy  further  propofes,  That  the  Queen  fhould  put  a  Stop  to 
Count  Startmbtrgs  Projects  in  Catalonia,  by  lending  Orders  to  Her  Troops  in 
Tarragona  not  to  let  the  Germans  into  that  Place  ;  and  not  content  with  being 
aided  and  affifted  all  that  was  poffible  by  Land,  he  further  defires  that  exprels 
Orders  might  be  fent  (and  thorough  France,  as  the  fhorteft  Way)  to  the  Englifn 
Men  of  War  that  were  then  cruiling  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  fuffer  the  Fnncj) 
Ships  that  were  then  returning  from  the  Levant,  to  pafs  unmolefted  ;  which  was 
no  fooner  ask'd  than  comply'd  with. 

But  the  taking  Polfeffion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  was  not  only  the  Defire  of  Monf. 
de  Torcy,  but  was  fupported  by  the  Advice  of  the  E.  of  Strafford ;  who  in  his a  Let- 
ter to  Mr.  St.  John  of  the  17th  of  July  1712.  fays,  f  I  am  for  having  the  D.  of 
'  Ormond  fend  fome  Party  on  purpofe  to  march  through  fome  of  their  Towns,  to 
'  fee  whether  or  no  they  would  refufe  them  Paffage ;  if  they  did,  that  might  au- 
f  thorize  us  the  more  to  do  a  Thing  very  agreeable  to  the  Queen's  Troops,  and 
f  what  I  believe  you  would  approve  of. '  His  Lordfhip  adds,  c  He  (meaning 
c  the  D.  of  Ormond)  is  very  hearty  in  every  thing,  but  really  is  under  Difficulties 

*  with  thofe  about  him  ;  thofe  that  are  able,  are  not  yet  entirely  to  be  rely'd  up- 

*  on,  and  thofe  that  might  be  trufted,  are  not  capable  of  giving  Advice. 

And  that  there  might  be  no  Doubt  of  his  Lordfhip's  Meaning  in  what  he  had 
before  advis'd,  July  the  21  ft,  he  tells  Mr.  St.  John,  b  c  The  Meafures  I  mention'd 
{  would  not  be  difagreeable  to  you,  was  that  of  marching  to  Ghent,  which  we 
'  have  now  fo  well  executed  that  we  are  within  two  Days  March  of  it,  and  the 
c  Englijli  are  entire  Matters  of  the  Citadel,  as  likewife  of  all  the  Gates  of  the 

*  Town,  and  have  Orders  to  be  upon  their  Guard  ;  not  to  let  themfelves  be 
f  furpriz'd  by  two  Battalions,  one  of  Dutch  and  one  of  Walloons  in  the  Town, 
'  nor  any  Troops  fent  from  any  other  Place.  This  is  a  Coup  de  Parti  for  the 
(  States  who  did  not  expect  it,  elfe  they  would  not  have  behaved  themfelves 
1  with  the  Hauteur  they  lately  did ;  the  Thing  was  fo  well  and  fecretly  ma- 
'  nag'd,  that  all  Preparations  were  made  to  march  about  to  Wamtton  between 
c  Li/le  and  Ipres,  to  have  liv'd  upon  the  French  Country,  and  'till  we  had 
s  march'd  a  Day's  March  on  this  Side  the  Scarp,  the  Dutch  and  their  Friends 
'  did  not  perceive  our  Defign,  which  as  foon  as  they  did,  their  Surprife  and 

*  Uneafinefs  were  equally  great. 

c  The  D.  of  Ormond  having  given  an  Account  of  his  Marching  his.  Army  to- 
wards Ghent  and  Bruges,  d  L.  Bolingbroke  commends  his  Conduct,  and  tells  him, 
<  the  Methods  he  hadpurfued  were  fb  well  adapted  to  the  prefent  Conjuncture  of 
c  Affairs,  that  they  anfwer  in  every  Point  what  they  would  have  wifh'd :  That  the 
'  News  of  Dunkirk  could  not  have  been  follow'd  by  any  more  agreeable  than  that 
'  of  his  Grace's  having  directed  his  March  towards  Ghent.  And 
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And  on  the  22d  of  July,  0. 5.  his  Lordfhip  tells  his  Grace,  a  That  taking  Pof- 
feffion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  had  improv'd  Her  Majefty's  Views,  which  he  is  or- 
''er'd  to  fecure  in  the  belt  manner  he  was  able,  and  doubts  not  but  it  will  have 
a  good  Effect  upon  the  Conduct  of  the  Allies. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  O.  S.  in  a  b  Letter  to  Monf  de  Tony,  Lord  Bolingbroke  reca- 
pitulates what  he  laid  before  concerning  the  D.  of  Savoy  •  and  as  a  farther  Mo- 
tive to  induce  France  to  comply  with  his  Demands,  he  reprefents  that  it  will  be 
very  important  to  have  his  Concurrence  both  in  the  Sufpenflon  of  Arms,  and  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  which  in  all  probability  will  be  made  between  Britain,  France 
and  Spain,  without  the  Intervention  of  the  other  Allies ;  and  that  Savoy's  decla- 
ring for  us  will  be  a  decifive  Stroke,  and  the  more  necelfary,  becaufe  the  King  of 
Prufia's  Conduct  has  not  anfwer'd  the  Queen's  Expe&ations. 

Before  this  Letter  was  difpatch'd,  the  Lord  Bolingbroke  receives  Monf.  deTorcy\ 
of  the  26th,  N.S.  In  anfwer  to  which,  July  the  18th,  O.  S.  he  infifts  further  in 
behalf  of  the  D.  of  Savoy,  tells  him  with  great  Satisfaction,  c  That  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  was  poffefs'd  of  Ghent  and  Bruges,  and  had  Orders  to  be  upon  his  Guard, 
and  fecure  thofe  Pofts  •  and  as  the  Queen  emhrae'd  with  a  great  deal  of  Satif- 
faetion  every  Opportunity  that  ofFer'd  to  do  the  King  a  Pleafure,  pofitive  Orders 
are  fent  to  Admiral  Jennings  to  fuffer  the  French  Ships  coming  from  the  Levant,  to 
pafs  freely. 

It  is  almoft  incredible  that  the  Englifl)  Miniftry,  however  determin'd  they  were 
to  give  up  the  Honour  of  the  Queen,  and  Intereft  of  their  Country,  in  following 
the  Dilates  of  France,  fhould  venture  to  do  it  in  this  open  Manner.  All  that  had 
been  hitherto  declar'd,  was  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  in  Flanders,  and  that  our  Troops 
were  to  ad  no  longer  againft  France :  But  here  by  the  Advice  of  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford, at  the  De  fire  of  Monf  de  forcy,  they  are  to  keep  Poffeflion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges 
in  order  to  difappoint  the  Defigns  of  the  Enemies  of  France,  and  the  Allies  of  the 
Queen  ;  and  altho'  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  extended  as  yet  no  further  than  to  the 
two  Armies  in  Flanders,  and  the  general  Sufpenfion  by  Sea  and  Land  was  not 
fign'd  till  the  19th  of  Jugufi,  N.  S.  the  Lord  Bolingbroke  on  the  18th  of  July,  O.S. 
declares  he  had  then  fent  very  pofitive  Orders  to  the  Queen's  Admiral  not  to  in- 
tercept the  French  Fleet  coming  from  the  Levant. 

Thefe  conftant  Compliances  in  the  Englijh  Miniftry  encourag'd  Monf  de  Torcy 
to  believe  they  would  now  flick  at  nothing  that  could  be  propos'd.  dHe  preflss 
again  the  concluding  the  Separate  Peace  between  England  and  France,  as  what 
they  both  agreed  in  to  be  the  moil  effectual  Way  to  make  the  reff  of  the  Allies 
comply.  He  defires  that  the  Troops  in  Flanders  under  the  Command  of  the  D.  of 
Ormond,  may  be  left  there  to  make  a  good  Ufe  of  the  Towns  which  he  was  in  Pof- 
feffton  of;  but  as  the  King  of  France  could  not  confent  to  the  D.  of  Savoy's  ha- 
ving Sicily  except  the  Elector  of  B.:varia  has  alfo  the  Netherlands  befides  his  Electo- 
rate, he  thinks  the  Queen's  having  a  good  Army  in  Flanders  under  the  Command 
of  the  D.  of  Ormond,  may  render  this  very  practicable  ;  and  as  the  Queen  has  done 
a  great  deal  for  her  own  ungrateful  Allies,  it  will  be  for  Her  Glory  now  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Good  of  a  Prince  of  fo  much  Merit  as  the  E'ector  of  Bavaria, 
whofe  Acknowledgments  will  be  equal  to  the  Benefits  he  fliall  receive. 

But  this  would  not  pafs  even  upon  the  e  Miniftry  of  Great  Britain  :  The  giving 
Flanders  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  was  not  only  contrary  to  all  the  Propofitions  of 
Peace  that  had  been  made  and  pafs'd  between  England  and  France,  but  was  what 
would  abfolutely  engage  us  in  a  new  War,  to  oblige  the  Impcrialifts  and  Dutch  to 
agree  to  it  •  and  they  could  not  think  it  for  the  Honour  or  Intereft  of  the  Queen 
to  make  War  upon  Her  Allies,  as  ungrateful  as  they  had  been,  in  Favour  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria;  and  efpecially  confidering,  that  altho'  we  could  fecure  Ghent 
and  Bruges  for  him,  the  Allies  had  yet  an  Army  inFlanders  fo  confiderable  both  for 
the  Number  and  Goodnefs  of  their  Troops,  that  they  were  able  to  defend  the 
Conquefts  they  had  made.    And  to  give  him  Sicily,  which  was  likewife  demanded, 
L.  Bolingbroke  hopes  it  will  not  be  infifted  on,  '  Becaufe  it  might  be  the  occafion  of 
'  continual  Jealoufies;  it  might  in  particular  be  the  Source  of  Difputes  and  Quar- 
'  rels  betwixt  England  and  France,  whofe  ftrict  Union  and  indiffoluble  Friendfliip 
'  were  the  Points  in  view  to  which  all  our  Meafures  had  been  directed  for  fo  long 
*  a  time.'     The  Queen's  Minifters  think  when  the  King  of  France  has  made  ail 
reafonable  Efforts  for  His  Allies,   he  muft  do  fomething  for  the  Love  of  Peace, 
and  that  a  particular  Intereft  fhould  yield  to  the  general.    c  You  cannot,  fays  my 
c  L.  Bolingbroke,  but  feel  the  Force  of  this  Argument,  becaufe  you  are  not  at  all 
(  ignorant  that  this  Negotiation  was  begun  and  carried  on  upon  a  Suppofition, 
'that 
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'  that  the  Queen  mud  defift  from  many  Conditions,  which  in  rigour  She  was  oblig'd 
1  to  procure  for  Her  Allies.  '  He  very  ftrongly  urges  the  Ncctffity  of  concluding 
immediately  the  Peace  between  England,  France  and  Spain  ;  but  abioJutely  inliits  upon 
Sicily  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

But  altho'  this  Negotiation  was  carry'd  on  upon  a  Suppofition,That  the  Queen  was 
to  depart  from  feveral  Things,  which  in  Juftice  ought  to  have  been  procur'd  for  Her 
Allies,  •  the  King  of  France  thought  himfelf  under  no  fuch  Obligation  ;  His  Honour  to 
an  Ally,  whofe  Fidelity  was  without  Reproach,  was  not  to  be  difpens'd  with  ;  and 
therefore  to  fatisfy  his  Engagements  to  fo  good  an  Ally,  was  a  Point  from  which  the 
K.  of  France  would  never  depart.  But  to  (hew  the  King's  good  Difpofitions  to  tho 
Peace,  he  at  laft  contents  to  the  D.  of  Saw)'*  having  Sicily  upon  certain  Conditions  • 
wherein  very  ample  Provision  is  made  for  Satisfaction  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  ;  and 
one  exprefs  Condition  is,  That  a  Peace  be  concluded  between  England,  France,  Spain 
and  Savoy. 

In^anfwer  to  this  Letter,  b  Lord  Bolivgbroke  acquaints  Monf.  dt  Torcy,  That  he  had 
rcceiv'd  the  Queen's  Orders  to  go  immediately  to  France,  and  he  hop'd  under  the 
Aufpices  of  the  Abbot  Gattltier  in  a  Week's  time  to  falute  him  nr  Fontainbleau. 

Whilft  theft  great  Points  were  tranfa<5ting,  and  carrying  on  directly  betwixt  France 
and  England,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppos'd,  that  any  Thing  very  material  pafs'd  at  Utrecht ; 
fome  few  Parages  only  concerning  fuch  Communications  as  were  thought  ncceffary  to 
be  made  to  keep  up  the  Form  of  a  Negotiation,  may  not  be  improperly  taken  notice  of. 

The  Advice  of  the  D.  of  Ormond'i  Orders  to  engage  in  neither  Siege  or  Battel,  gave 
great  Alarm  ;  the  States  defirc  the  British  Minifters  to  give  them  fome  Satisfaction  con- 
cerning a  Matter  wherein  they  thought  Religion,  Liberty,  and  all  that  is  valuable, 
was  fo  nearly  concern'd  :  To  which  they  could  obtain  nothing  but  very  general  An- 
fwers.  Upon  which  they  expreffing  their  Dilcontent  to  be  kept  entirely  in  the  Dark, 
without  the  leaft  Knowledge  of  what  was  done  or  intended  to  be  done,  the  c  Bifhop 
took  that  Opportunity  to  put  an  End  to  their  Curiofity  by  executing  the  Orders  be- 
fore-mentioned, That  the  Queen  thought  Herfelf  now  under  no  Obligation  whatfo- 
ever  to  the  Stares. 

This  Declaration  is  grounded  upon  the  Behaviour  of  the  States ;  but  it  muff,  be  rei- 
membred,  that  this  Order  is  dated  very  few  Days  after  the  Orders  to  the  D.  of  O- 
mond  not  to  engage  in  Siege  or  Battel.  And  in  the  fame  Letter  the  B  of  Briftol,  giving 
an  Account  of  a  Conference  between  his  Lordfhip  and  Mr.  Consbruck,  the  Emperor's 
Minifter,  the  Bifhop  fays/  He  was  very  defirous  to  know,  and  I  was  as  unable  to  inform 
'  him  of  the  Particulars  wherein  the  Care  of  the  Emperor's  Intereft  did  confift. 

The  Dutch  did  likewife  fend  an  Exprefs  to  their  Minifter  at  London,  with  a  long  and 
moft  moving  Letter  to  the  Queen,  to  remonftrare  againft  this  Proceeding,  N"(%6.) 
but  he  could  obtain  no  Anfwer  at  all  ;  d  '  Mr.  St.  John  thought  the  Queen  intending 
'  that  Week  to  lay  before  the  Parliament  the  Plan  of  the  Peace,  the  Proceedings  of  ths 
c  Two  Houfes  on  that  Occalion,  would  be  a  more  fcafonable  as  well  as  a  more  decifive 
f  Anfwer  to  the  States  than  any  he  could  return. 

The  Queen  having  communicated  to  the  Parliament  how  far  the  French  are  already 
come,  in  their  Propofals  for  fettling  a  General  Peace,  the  e  B.  of  Briftol  is  directed  to 
difcourfe  with  the  Minifters  of  the  feveral  Allies  as  foon  as  poffible,  agreeable  to  the 
Plan  contain'd  in  Her  Majefty's  Speech  ;  but  before  his  Lordfhip  makes  this  Step, 
Mr.  St.  John  tells  him,  It  will  be  proper  that  he  fpeaks  firft  with  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries upon  this  Subject,  and  enquire  of  them  whether  they  will  be  willing,  and 
in  what  Manner  they  will  be  willing  to  give  this  Communication  to  the  Allies:  Bur 
the  f  B  of  Briftol  gives  an  Account  on  the  28th  of  June,  N.  S.  *  That  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries declar'd  they  had  no  fuch  Orders,  and  without  them  they  could  not  do  ic  : 
And  the  Bifhop  finding  it  might  be  of  fome  Service,  and  that  it  was  look'd  upon  at 
the  Hague  as  a  Step  that  might. facilitate  the  Sufpenfion  of  Hoftllities,  his  Lordfhip  did 
again  prefs  the  French  Minifters  to- know,  whether  they  were  willing  to  declare  in  a 
foiemn  Conference,  that  the  Particulars  declar'd  in  the  Queen's  Speech  are  the  King 
their  Mailer's  Offers  to  the  Allies,  and  that  he  will  make  them  good  in  the  Negotia- 
tion. The  French  again  refus'd  to  make  any  fuch  Declaration ;  and  in  this  Opinion 
they  periifted  even  after  the  Dutch  Minifters  confented  to  accept  the  Contents  of  h  Her 
Majefty's  Speech  pre  materia  tratlandi,  if  the  French  would  at  the  fame  time  acknow- 
ledge them- to  be  their  Matter's  Offers,  and  negotiate  upon  them  in  order  to  make 
them  good.  But  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  were  fo  far  from  agreeing  to  this,  that 
they  demanded  of  our  Minifters  to  know  the  Queen's  Mind  upon  the  feveral  farts  of 
the  laft  genera!  Plan  brought  over  by  Monf.  Gattltier,  and  which  are  not  explain'd  in 
Her  Majefty's  Speech «  faying,  Their  King  expected  it,  and  they  do  not  know  how  to 
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proceed  till  thofe  Points  be  ftated ;  and  the  utmoft  they  were  to  be  brought  to,  was, 
that  it  was  not  to  be  underftood  to  exclude  their  Matter  from  making  fome  Demands 
for  the  E.  of  Bavaria,  and  thatZ.(/7t  was  to  be  reftor'd  over  and  above  the  two  or  three 
Places  excepted  in  the  Queen's  Speech.  Tnefe  Paffages  are  here  mention'd  as  fal- 
ling in,  in  point  of  Time,  but  will  be  more  properly  confider'd  afterwards. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  St.  John  communicated  the  Queen's  Speech  to  the  B.  of 
Briftol,  he  orders  him  to  let  the  D«ta&Minifters  know,  That  the  Queen  thinks  a  Sufpen- 
fion  of  Arms,  at  leaft  in  the  Netherlands,  to  be  absolutely  neceffary.  And  here  your 
Committee  muft  obferve,  that  thefe  Orders  to  propofe  to  the  States  a  Sufpenfion,  are 
dated  June  1 1  th,  O.  S.  which  was  the  very  Day  the  Articles  for  a  Sufpenfion  were  fign'd 
by  M.  de  Torcy,  and  had  been  fign'd  by  L.  Bolingbroke  five  Days  before. 

In  feveral  Letters  that  follow'd  from  the  B.  of  Brifiol,  c  *He  gives  an  Account  of  the 
c  general  DhTatisfadion  of  all  the  Allies,  and  the  inexpreflible  Confternation  they  were 
e  all  in  ;  that  they  reprefented  our  Proceedings  as  the  unavoidable  Ruin  of  Europe  • 
'  Religion,  Liberty,  the  Faith  of  Treaties,  are  urg'd  to  fhow  the  Enormity  of  9ur  U- 

*  fage  :  His  Lordfhip  does  not  know  what  he  may  exped  from  the  unmeafurable  Rage 
1  of  fhe  People,  nor  where  it  will  end  ;  b  that  the  Dutch  feem  to  be  uneafy  on  no  ac- 
'  count  fo  much,  as  that  they  cannot  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  what  is  to  be  their 
'  Lot :  Their  Concern  is  chiefly,  that  they  cannot  know  the  Particulars  of  what  is  de- 

*  fign'd  for  them,  efpecially  c  what  Species  are  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  Tariff  of  1664. 

*  and  what  Towns  out  of  the  Barrier.  On  which  Occafion  the  B  of  Briftol  did,  as  with 

*  the  greateft  Truth,  allure  them,  That  he  knew  nothing  either  of  the  one,  or  the  other. 

But  the  Reception  that  thefe  Reprefentations  met,  feems  to  your  Committee  as 
unaccountable  as  any  Thing  that  happened  :  d  Mr.  St.  John,  June  the  20th,  O.S.  fays, 
'  They  are  not  furpriz'd  at  the  Clamours  and  Rage  of  the  Dutch,  which  they  forefaw 
'  and  were  prepar'd  for  :  It  is  certain  we  run  great  Hazards,  but  it  is  as  certain  their 
'  unaccountable  Folly  is  the  Occafion  of  it :  He  cannot  imagine  theBifhop  fhould  be 
f  in  any  Danger,  his  Character  is  facred  in  a  double  Manner ;  and  befides,  I  have  rea- 
c  fon  to  think  that  tho'  they  kick  and  flounce  like  wild  Beafts  caught  in  a  Toil,  yet  the 
'  Cords  are  too  ftrong  for  them  to  break  ;  they  will  foon  tire  with  ftruggling,  and 

*  when  they  are  tir'd  grow  tame. 

This  is  the  Treatment  and  Language  which  the  Queen's  Secretary  thinks  fit  to  be- 
llow upon  Her  Allies :  Their  defiring  to  have  fome  Satisfadion  in  what  moft  nearly 
concern'd  them,  is  call'd  unaccountable  Folly,  that  had  drawn  all  thefe  Mifchiefs  up- 
on them;  and  if  any  Refentment  is  fhown,  they  are  wild  Beafts ;  but  the  Cords  of 
the  Toils  which  England  and  France  had  caught  them  in,  were  too  ftrong  for  them  to 
break.  But  L.  Strafford  is  not  content  with  hard  Words  onJy,  '  e  He  is  glad  that 
'  Orders  were  given  to  flop  the  Pay  of  the  Foreigners,  of  which  they  complain  hor- 

*  ribly,  but  it  will  make  them  humble  and  (harp  ;   handling  does  better  with  thefe 
'  People,  than  the  beft  Words. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  O.  S.  f  Mr.  St.  John  writes  a  long  Letter  to  the  Lord  Privy-Seal, 
and  inftruds  him  to  lay  the  entire  Blame  of  all  that  has  happen'd,  upon  the  Dutch; 
and  that  the  Want  of  Concert,  is  only  to  be  imputed  to  thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of 
Affairs  in  Holland;  however,  that  Her  Majefty  is  ftill  ready  for  their  Sakes,  and  for  the 
Sake  of  the  Common  Intereft  of  Europe,  to  forget  all  that  is  paft,  and  to  join  with  them 
in  the  ftrideft  Terms  of  Amity  and  Confidence.  This  Farce  was  ftill  to  be  carry'd 
on  in  Holland,  and  thefe  Profcffions  made  in  the  Name  of  the  Queen,  when  it  is  no- 
torious that  four  Days  before,  on  June  the  zoth,  O.S.  Mr. St  John  had  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  Terms  promis'd  in  the  Queen's  Name  to  Monf.  de  Torcy,  to  conclude  a  Separate 
Peace  with  France  on  Condition  Dunkirk  was  deliver'd  to  the  Englijh ;  and  that  this 
Offer  of  a  Separate  Peace  made  by  England,  arofe  from  the  French's  refufing  to  deliver 
Dunkirk  upon  the  Conditions  firft  agreed  upon,  although  at  the  fame  time  the  Queen's 
Plenipotentiaries  are  direded  in  a  moft  publick  Manner  to  lay  the  Blame  of  all  our 
Meafures  at  the  door  of  the  States  General. 

But  whatever  Meafures  were  carrying  on  elfewhere,  and  altho'  in  all  the  Letters 
that  pafs'd  upon  that  Subjed  between  L.  Bolingbroke  and  Monf.  de  Torcy,  the  conclu- 
ding a  Separate  Peace  is  treated  as  a  Thing  fettled  on  both  Sides  ;  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries at  Utrecht  are  order'd  to  proceed  upon  another  foot ;  and  in  a  s  Letter  from 
L.  Bolingbroke  of  July  the  16th,  O.  S.  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  jointly,  upon  a  Suppo- 
fition,  that  L.  Strafford  was  then  got  back  again  to  Utrecht,  they  are  ordered  to  lofe 
no  Time  in  fettling  the  Conventions  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  and  when  that  is  brought  to  Perfedion,  to  caH 
upon  the  Allies  to  enter  again  upon  the  Negotiations  on  the  Foundation  of  the  Plan 
laid  down  in  the  Queen's  Speech  ;  and  it  is  defired  their  Lordfhips  will  appear  fblici- 

tous 
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toub  111  this  Mattel-,  and  aflfeft  to  be  the  Aeercflbrs    mH  m  n„  r  n     a  i« 
Categorical  Anlwers.     By  this  means  rhc^goS.io^ >  were  lc c  it  v'f  ,°  *7  " 
again  ;    and  whether  the  Allies  did  or  did  not  comu 2  M      I     g  V   C   °n/°01 
make  their  ufe  of  it  either  way  •  if  they did comn  I?  tux  \,Y  if' 7  c""™  read7  t0 
^'•voide^if^ 

The  Treaty  being  left  upon  this  Foot  at  Utrecht,  with  a  ^ffibi  ?tv  rfh  -  ^ 
ned  on  or  dropt,  as  fhould  he  found  convenient,  and  the  KiWo?  2       S     g  C'1r" 
was  before  oblerv'd  by  M.  Je  Tarcy's  Letter  of  AuZi  the  1th NT  1      Tl  *  Tg'  L" 
Demands  made  by  WW  on  Behalf  of  the  Duke  of  5       '  u        COn(ertted  t0  ^ 
on  thefe  two  exprefs  Conditions    T  irVWn,n,  * a1""'  blK  amonS  othcrs  UP" 

Ptu   cl^and  In?ruA!ons  are  hereunto  annexed,  <  No  («  ) 

iPfiiiiisiiiiii 

;  concerning,  explained  in  the  moft  advMSgiAnne?  Tffi  «&^  aS' 
beft  to  ddcover  upon  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  General  P  an  of  Pe  ce    vhi  ?h     ^ 

ffffir^r  nry  be ;  a;id  when  the  iw  betw;:r£,  /  Snd  f  fh:s 

oe  ngn  J,  that  it  may  be  expedient  to  fiv  rii«  a  n;^  „  -r-         *  .  rTan"  man 

the  6ueen  wii!  ufe  hi  gooToffiees  °bu  ^1^^  under  «  aBSLTSSf" 
pofe  upon  the  Allies  the  Scheme  offer'd  by  Fr«2  or  to  deba/th.m  ?  n  L°  J1" 
ing  better  Terms  for  themfelves  '  r  them  from  obtam- 

a  S&™£vc™*™eIi*1T?'  tHa  cL°rd  ^^  W3S  5mP°^r'd  <°  conclude 

which  in  thefe  very  I„So„7 fa  expre^y  p^Wed  for*  faSS*^  TfeatyJ 
his  Lordfhip  is  ordered  to  do  his  beft  to  dJfcover  rh?  r? £•  *  °I  ^^  J  and 

hitherto  it  ieems  the  Miniftry  wer ^  ignorant  nfh^  Ultimatum  of  ft«    which 

SSfiFs  m*  strafes  &  sS  5 

all  the  moft  fo  emn  Engagements  and  publick  Declarations  to  procure  all  S  snrf 
reafonable  Satisfaction,  according  to  their  feveral  AllianS  pPnr,0Curc  .al,J  *n? 
ficient  that  we  did  not  debar  them  from  L  T  Alll?nCtj-  But .now  "  kerns  fur- 
better  Terms  for  themfelves  Llbert)'  °f  endeav™""g  «>  obtain  ftill 

19th,  N.  S  V (19)  '  ¥'  7  '  S  hlS  LordflllP  %«,  but  dated  Anguft  the 
.,  ,  Ai  In  cne  Aira,r  ot  Tottmay  :  But  beine  now  com?  hack  to  Tfrr„l,.  u 
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that  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  French  to  keep  the  Negotiations  in  Sufpence  as  long  as 
it  ferv'd  their  purpofe,  and  in  this  England  concurr'd,  as  will  appear  afterwards. 

On  the  30th  of  Attguft  a  the  Britifo  Plenipotentiaries  acquaint  Lord Bolingbroke,  that 
in  fome  Difcourfe  with  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies  they  had  carried  Matters  fo  far 
as  to  tell  them,  that  tho'  her  Majefty  will  endeavour  to  promote  their  Intereft  in  a 
Peace,  and  obtain  for  them  the  beft  Terms  that  (hall  be  poffible,  yet  if  thole  En- 
deavours fhould  not  procure  more  than  the  Contents  of  her  Majefty's  Speech,  or 
even  in  fome  Degree  fall  fhort  of  that  Plan,  the  Fault  will  be  entirely  theirs,  who 
have  render'd  Things  difficult  and  uncertain,  which  otherwife  would  have  been 
eafie  and  practicable :  And  having  thus  far  complied  with  their  late  Orders  to  lay 
all  the  Blame  upon  the  Allies,  they  further  inform  his  Lordfhip,  that  they  had  how- 
ever obtain'd  the  Confent  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies  to  come  to  a  Conference 
with  thofe  of  France  in  order  to  renew  the  Negotiations  j  the  time  to  be  fix'd  be- 
tween the  Britijh  and  French  Plenipotentiaries ;  who  meeting  to  have  fome  Difcourfe 
previous  to  the  General  Conferences,  parted  without  coming  to  any  Conclufion. 

The  Occafion  of  their  Difference,  that  prevented  renewing  the  Conferences,  a- 
rofe  upon  Propofals  made  by  the  Bntijh  Minifters  in  relation  to  Tcumay.  Their 
Lordfhips  in  their  b  Letter  of  the  2d  of  September,  N.  S.  to  Lord  Bol'tngbrcke  ftate  the 
Cafe  in  this  Manner. 

c  In  her  Majefties  Speech  it  is  exprefs'd,That  the  Dutch  are  to  have  the  entire  Bar- 
e  rier  as  demanded  in  1709,  except  two  or  three  Places  at  moft. 

*  The  French  Minifters  infift,  that  they  muft  have  Lifle  as  an  Equivalent  for  Dunkirk^ 
'  and  that  the  fame  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  one  of  the  three  Places  mentioned  in 
c  the  Speech,  and  confequently  that  they  muft,  in  all,  have  four  of  the  Places  menti- 
'  on'd  in  the  Demands  of  1  709. 

(  This  to  us  appears  to  be  altogether  inconfiftent  with  what  her  Majefty  has  declar'd, 
'  and  we  accordingly  think  it  contrary  to  our  Duty  to  bring  on  a  Conference  in 
'  which  fuch  an  Explication  is  to  be  made. 

'  The  French  Minifters  on  the  other  Hand  have  fhew'd  us  their  Orders,  which  po- 

*  fitively  require  them  to  infift  upon  the  Reftitution  of  Tournay  as  well  as  Lijle ;  and 
'  that  they  can  by  no  means  confent  to  the  Ceffion  of  Maubeuge  or  Condi. 

*  The  Britifl}  Minifters  then  prefs'd  the  French  to  fpeak  at  firft  in  Terms  as  general, 
f  as  their  Propofal  was  conceiv'd  in  ;  but  the  French  thought  it  neceffary  to  be  par- 
'  ticular  and  exprefs  in  that  Point  above  all  others,  becaufe  they  fhall  otherwife  have 
'  tied  themfelves  up,  and  given  the  Dutch  an  Advantage. 

c  The  Refult  of  this  Debate  was  not  to  proceed  to  a  Conference  'till  this  Point 
'  be  determin'd;  the  French  infilling,  that  their  Orders  were  fo  plain  as  neither  to  need 
c  or  admit  any  Explication,  and  the  BritiJIi  Minifters  thinking  the  Matter  as  plain  on 

*  their  Side 

'  They  hope  their  Zeal  for  her  Majefty's  Honour  will  be  gracioufly  approved,  and 
'  defire  to  be  directed  what  further  they  are  to  do  in  this  Matter,  which  they  appre- 
'  hend  to  be  of  a  deciiive  Confequence,  becaufe  they  find  even  thofe  among  the 
'  Dutch,  who  appear  to  be  moft  cordially  difpos'd  to  fuch  a  Peace  as  may  re-eftablifft 
t  a  good  Harmony  between  her  Majefty  and  the  States,  as  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
'  their  mutual  Preiervation,  fully  refolv'd,  either  to  retain  Tournay  and  have  Ccnde  yield- 
'  ed  to  them,  or  to  take  one  of  thefe  two  Courfes,  either  to  come  into  any  Terms 
c  that  France  offers,  or  to  continue  the  War  at  all  Hazards. 

In  the  fame  Letter  our  Plenipotentiaries  give  an  Account,  that  the  French  Minifters 
by  an  Order  from  their  Mafter  did  infift,  that  the  States-General  fhould  in  a  publick 
manner  difavow  C.  Rechteren  for  the  Affront  done  to  M.  Manager,  and  then  remove 
him  from  the  Congrefs,  and  this  Satisfaction  to  precede  any  further  Negotiation. 

e  The  Language  which  our  Plenipotentiaries  had  us'd  to  the  Allies  is  very  much  ap- 
prov'd  by  L.  Bolingbrcke,  who  fays  they  had  fpoke  the   Sentiments  of  the  Queen's 
Heart  in  what  they  declar'd  the  30th  of  Auguft,  N.  S.  and  that  if  the  Allies  did  fall 
fhort  of  the  Plan  laid  dqwn  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  the  Fault  was  entirely  their  own. 
His  Lordfhip  fays,  c  fure  it  is,  that  this  Plan  was  nothing  more  than  the  Ultimatum 
of  what  France  would  offer,  but  he  wifh'd  that  the  Imperial  and  Dutch  Policy  had 
not  render'd  it  the  Ultimatum  of  what  France  will  grant.     The  fame  general  Re- 
flection may  be  applied  to  the  particular  Cafe  mentioned  in  yo-ur  Lord/hip's  laft 
4  Letter.    France  would  have  yielded  Tournay,  tho'  much  againft  the  Grain.    If  France 

*  has  now  any  Advantage,  and  refufes  flatly  to  yield  what  fhe  only  begg'd  to  have 
'  reftor'd,  the  Fault  is  entirely  theirs. 

But  the  Difpatch  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  2d  of  September,  relating  to  Tour- 
nay, having  not  yet  been  confider'd  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  his  Lordfhip  could 
• ,  not 
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not  give  any  pofitive  Inftructions  about  it  'till  the  next  Opportunity,  but  in  the 
mean  time  recommends  to  them  two  Confederations ;  that  the  keeping  of  the  Dutch 
in  hopes  of  Her  Majefty's  good  Offices,  will  prevent  them  from  taking  any  defperate 
Refolution  ;  and  the  French  inlifting  to  have  Count  Rechteren  difavow'd  before  any  fur- 
therTreaty,  will  put  ofF  for  fome  time  the  Decilion  of  that  great  Point. 

Lord  Strafford  in  the  mean  time,  by  his*  Letters  of  the  iith  and  1 6th  of  Septem- 
ber, N.  S.  '  reprcfented  the  States  as  mightily  funk  with  their  Misfortunes,  and  not 
'  knowing  well  whatMeafures  to  take,  but  that  they  infifted  uponTWw^asfocffen- 
'  tial  to  their  Barrier,  that  they  actually  had  none  without  it ;  and  his  Lordfhipis  fo 
'  much  of  that  Opinion,  that  he  wifhes  they  might  have  Tournty,  though  they  were 
fore'd  to  truck  Ipra  for  it j  that  if  he  could  pofitively  alTurc  them  they  fhould  have 
'  Tournay,  he  believed  they  would  fubmit  to  the  Plan  of  the  Queen's  Speech. 

This  Opinion  of  his  Lordfhip  is  not  very  eafily  to  be  reconcil'd  to  what  he  af- 
terwards wrote  to  Mr  Trier  upon  this  Subject,  October  the  4th,  1712.  b  '  If  we  had 
'  a  Mind  to  have  Nick.  Frog  fign  with  us,  we  might,  for  he  is  ready  to  do  it  for  Tour - 
f  nay  ;  which,  if  we  fign  together,  we  can't  well  refufe  him,  but  1  expect  you  will 
c  cut  that  Matter  fhort,  and  I  long  to  hear  from  you. 

But  this  Affair  of  Toumny  was  not  fo  foon  fettled  here,  altho'  the  Difficulty  does 
not  feem  to  be,  whether  the  French  or  Dutch  were  to  have  it,  but  in  what  manner 
it  was  to  be  procur'd  for  France^  without  a  manifeft  Contradiction  to  what  was 
laid  by  the  Queen  in  her  Speech  concerning  the  Barrier. 

L.  Bolingbroke,  September  the  10th,  O.  S.  writes  Three  Letters  upon  this  Subject  to 
Monf  de  Torcy,  to  Mr.  Prior,  and  to  the  Plenipotentiaries,  which  being  upon  an  Af- 
fair of  this  Nicety  are  all  annex'd,  c  Ny  (55,  32,  31.) 

In  the  *  Letter  to  Monf  de  Torcy,  *  L.  Bolingbroke  defires  him  to  remember  the  Pro- 
pofition  which  was  often  laid  down  by  him  when  in  France,  and  infifted  upon  as 
'  a  Fundamental  in  all  their  future  Proceedings  upon  the  General  Peace  •    that  the 
€  Conduct  of  the  Queen  in  regard  to  the  Interefts  of  her  Allies  was  in  a  great  mea- 
'  fure  determined  by  their  Behaviour ;  that  the  violent  Meafures  which  they  had 
'  taken  to  obftruct  the  Peace  had  put  the  Queen  in  a  Condition  to  make  her  Peace 
without  waiting  for  their  Concurrence,  in  which  Cafe  the  Queen  would  declare 
that  fhe  had  fign'd  the  Treaty  with  France  and  Spain,  and  would  propofe  the  Plan 
brought  over  by  Abbot  Gaultier,  and  deliver'd  the  29th  of  April,  1712,  for  the  Al- 
lies to  treat  upon,  and  could  do  no  more  than  by  her  good  Offices,  as  a  common 
Friend  to  both  Parties.     But  in  Cafe  the  Dutch  in  particular,  or  the  other  Allies, 
fhould  before  the  Conclufion  of  her  Peace  with  France  enter  into  Concert  with 
herMajefty,  we  fhould  have  more  Meafures  to  keep  with  them,  the  Compaffion 
of  our  People  would  be  mov'd  in  their  Behalf,  and  the  Queen's  Miniffers  be  ob- 
lig'd  to  make  fome  Steps,    which  otherwife  they  would  abfolutely  refufe  to  do. 
Upon  this  Foundation,  fays  L.  Bolingbroke  the  King's  Miniffers  feem  to  exact  fbme- 
thing  more,  when  they  infift  the  Queen's  Miniffers  fhould  propofe  the  holding  a 
Conference,  in  which  the  firft  Propofition  ftarted  would  appear  in  fome  meafure 
contrary  to  what  the  Queen  fi'id  in  her  Speech,  touching  the  Barrier  of  theStates. 
The  Point  in  Difpute  between  your  Plenipotentiaries  and  ours  is  not  to  know, 
whether  Tournay  fhall  be  reftor'd  to  the  King,  or  not  ?  For  to  obtain  that  Place, 
it  is  not  neceffary  that  you  fhould  begin  by  making  this  Specifick  Declaration, 
but  the  Queftion  is,  whether  the  Queen  ought  formally,  and  at  prcfent,  to  declare 
that  Toumay  fhall  be  reftor'd  to  France  ?  Which  would  be  to  confent  to  the  Expla- 
nation which  your  Miniffers  give  to  this  Article  of  the  Queen's  Speech.     He  then 
fays,  not  to  fwell  my  Letter  too  much,  which  may  already  feem  tedious,  I  refer 
my  felf  to  what  Mr.  Trior  fhall  have  the  Honour  to  explain  to  you  upon  this  Point, 
and  I  fhall  content  my  felf  with  faying,  that  as  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  a  Tempe- 
rament, I  hope  we  fhall  avoid  all  Things  that  may  occafion  a  Difpute  between 
the  Miniffers  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

{  This  Temperament  is  to  be  found  in  his  Lordfhip's  Letter  to  Mr.  Trior  of  the 
fame  "Day,  which  his  Lordfhip  fays  is  to  be  look'd  upon  only  as  a  Letter  from 
*  Harry  to  Mat.  and  not  the  Secretary  to  the  Minifter.  He  fends  him  enclos'd  an 
■  Extract  of  his  Letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  which,  he  fays,  relates  to  a  Matter  that 
'  has  given  Lord  Treasurer  and  himfelf  no  fmall  trouble  in  Cabinet  5  he  likewife 
'  fends  him  a  Copy  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  Difpatch  of  the  2d  of  September  upon  the 
'  fame  Subject ;  wherein,  as  he  will  obferve,  their  Lordfhips  are  very  warm  about 
'  the  Difpute.   He  can  affure  him,  we  have  thofe  here,  who  arc  not  a  jot  cooler.    His 
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'  Lordfhip  goes  on ;  the  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  mud  come  from  you,  which  i» 
'  a  matter  of  Management  and  Appearance,  more  than  of  Subftance. 

c  The  Method  of  doing  it  is  by  making  Monf  de  Torcy  fenfible  of  the  Propofition 
c  fettled  between  them  in  France,  That  the  Queen  can  never  do  any  Thing  which 
'  fhall  look  like  a  dired  Reftraint  on  Her  Allies  from  demanding  what  they  judge  necef- 
c  fary  ;  but  as  long  as  they  ad:  the  Part  which  they  now  do,  She  can  very  juftly  be  pafc 
'  five  and  neUter,  as  to  their  Interefts.  This  his  Lordfhip  thinks  is  Advantage  enough 
'  for  France,  and  fuch  a  one,  fairly  fpeaking,  as  a  Year  ago  they  would  have  given  more 
'  than  Toumay  to  be  fure  of.  They  muft  not  therefore  prefs  us  to  go  further  than  this, 
'  nor  to  do  any  Thing  which  may  feem  contradidory  to  what  the  Queen  delivered 
'  from  the  Throne. 

f  In  a  word,  The  Ufe  which  the  French  will  make  of  the  unaccountable  Obftinacy 
'  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  other  Allies,  may  in  Feveral  Refpeds,  and  particularly,  for  ought 
'  I  know,  in  the  Inftance  of  Toumay,  give  them  an  Opportunity  of  favirig  and  gaining 
'  more  than  they  could  have  hop'd  for ;  and  the  Queen  may  in  the  prefent  Circum- 
f  ftances  contribute  pafftvely  to  this  End,  but  actively  She  never  can  in  any  Circurri- 

*  ftances. 

His  Lordfhip  then  very  plainly  gives  his  Advice  how  this  Matter  is  to  be  manag'd  in 
thefe  Words ;  '  I  think  in  my  own  Opinion,  and  I  believe  I  fpeak  the  Queen's  upon  this 
'  Occafion,  it  were  better  the  French  fhould  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Treaty  declare,  that 
'  whatever  they  intended  to  have  given  the  Dutch  when  the  Queen  fpoke  from  the 

*  Throne,  their  Condud  has  been  fuch,   and  the  Situation  of  Affairs  is  fo  alter'd, 

*  that  the  King  is  refolv'd  to  have  Toumay  reftor'd  to  him :  I  fay,  I  believe  this  were 
c  better  than  to  expect  that  we  fhould  affent  to  an  Expofition  of  the  Queen's  Words, 
'  by  which  Her  Majefty  would  yield  the  Town  up ;  let  the  Conferences  begin  as 
f  foon  as  they  will,  I  dare  fay  Bufinefs  will  not  very  fpeedily  be  difpatch'd  in  them  : 

*  We  fhall  go  on  to  ripen  every  Thing  for  a  Conclufion  between  us  and  Savoy,  and 

*  France  and  Spain  ;  and  this  is  the  true  Point  of  View  which  the  French  ought  to  have 
4  before  their  Eyes. 

This  Scheme  being  concerted  here,  and  tranfmitted  to  France,  L.  Bolinghoke  on  the 
fame  Day  writes  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  in  anfwer  to  theirs  of  the  2d  of  September,  N.S. 
upon  which  he  had  before  told  them,  He  could  give  no  Inftrudions  till  their  Letter 
was  confider'd  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council ;  neither  does  hisLordfliip  now  fend  them 
any  Diredions,  but  enlarges  upon  the  fame  general  Topicks  of  imputing  all  the  Mif- 
chiefs  that  had  happen'd,  and  in  particular  this  Affair  of  Toumay,  to  the  Obftinacy  of 
the  Allies.    His  Lordfhip  obferves,  *  That  in  the  Plan  brought  over  by  Abbot  Gaul- 

*  tier,  the  K.  of  France  begg'd  for  Toumay  rather  than  infilled  upon  ir,  but  was  now  en- 

*  courag'd  to  refufe  what  he  only  endeavour'd  to  fave  •  and  in  fhort,  that  France  had 

*  now  gather'd  Strength  by  our  Divifions,  and  was  grown  fanguine  enough  to  make 

*  that  Plan  the  Ultimatum  of  her  Conceffions,  which  was  at  firft  nothing  more  than  the 

*  Ultimatum  of  her  Offers ;  but  that  the  Dutch  had  no  Body  to  blame  for  all  this  but 

*  themfelves. '    His  Lordfhip  adds,  '  Her  Majefty  is  very  fenfible  of  the  Concern  you 

*  exprefs  for  Her  Honour,  and  will  not,  you  may  be  fure,  fuffer  Herfelf  to  be  a  Party 
f  to  any  Thing  which  mav  appear  contradidory  to  what  She  has  once  advane'd  ;  and 

*  altho'  perhaps  the  yielding  of  Toumay  might  be  reconcil'd  to  the  Terms  of  Her 

*  Speech,  yet  fhould  the  Queen  confent  to  this  Expofition  of  ir,  fuch  Confent  would 

*  be  almoft  a  formal  Reftoration  of  this  Place  to  France ;  and  this,  my  Lords,  is  what  Her 
c  Majefty  will  avoid:  But,  I  hope,  the  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  will  come  from  France; 

*  and  that  when  they  have  fo  many  other  Quarrels  to  decide,  that  Court  will  go  back 
'  from  a  Meafure  which  muft  involve  them  in  a  Difpute  with  the  Queen. 

The  Committee  finds  a  Paper  which  is  faid  to  be  deliver'd  among  Mr.  Prior's  loofc 
Papers,  and  feems  to  be  the  Draught  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Trior  to  Monf  de  Tcrcy,  pur- 
fuant  to  what  L.  Bollingbroke  had  written  to  him  upon  the  Subjed  of  Toumay ;  which  is  in 
Subftance  the  fame,  and  almoft  in  the  very  Words  of  L.  BoMngbrcke's  Letter  to  Mr.  Trior 
of  the  10th  of  September,  With  this  Addition,  that  it  begins  thus :  '  There  is  more 
'  Appearance  than  Subftance  in  this  Affair  that  is  now  under  Agitation  at  Utrec%t,  and 

*  my  LordTrtafurer  does  not  at  all  doubt  but  the  Court  of  France  will  find  a  Remedy. 

And  his  Lordfhip  was  not  miftaken  in  his  Expedations,  for  Monf  de  Torcy  very  rea- 
dily follow'd  the  Advice  that  was  given  by  the  Englijh  Miniftry  ;  and  on  the  27th  of 
September,  N.  S.  fends  to  my  L.  Bolingbroke  a  a  Declaration  to  be  made  by  the  French  Ple- 
nipotentiaries at  Utrecht,  wherein  the  King's  Minifters  are  order'd  to  declare  to  thofe 
of  Great  Britain,  That  the  King  did  confent  to  treat  of  the  Peace  upon  the  Plan  laid 
\  down  in  the  Queen's  Speech  to  Her  Parliament ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  were 
c  to  fay,  That  the  Dutch  having  refus'd  to  conform  to  the  Sentiments,  of  that  Princefs, 

having 
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'  paign.    Upon  this  Foundation  his  Majefty  order-,  hit  Plenipotentiaries  nor  to  lign 
'  a    cace  bur  upon  Condition,  That  Tvurnay  fhould  be  reftor'd  to  him  betide*  the  other 


Places  which  he  bis  demanded,  and  which  he  had  rcalbn  to  believe  the  Queen  of 
f  Great  Britain  (lid  delign  to  comprehend  in  Her  Speech. 

The  Original  of  this  Declaration  that  came  from  France)  is  in  the  Secretary's  Office, 
and  was  lent  by  Monf.  de  lorcy  to  L  Bolingbroke,  who  tranfmittcd  a  Copy  of  it  to  th<} 
Rritijh  Plenipotentiaries ;  but  the  Letter  of  Monf!  de  Tony,  in  which  it  was  incios'd, 
does  not  appear. 

ThisTranfaction  in  relation  toTournay,  Teems  of  Co  extraordinary  a  nature,  as:to 
deferve  to  be  let  forth  in  one  fhort  View  :  The  Difpute  concerning  it  arofe  from  the 
French  Miniftcrs  inlifting  to  be  very  particular  and  expreis  in  demanding  the  Kcftiru- 
tution  of  this  Place ;  which  the  Rritijh  Plenipotentiaries  conceiving  to  be  inconliftont 
with  what  the  Queen  had  declar'd,  refufe  to  open  the  Conferences  until  they  rud  fur- 
ther Orders.  When  this  came  to  be  confidcrM  in  England,  L.  Boltngbroke  (ays,  It  oc- 
calion'd  great  Warmth  in  the  Cabinet-Council;  but  his  Lordfhip  inftead  of  taking 
Meafures  for  prelerving  the  Town  as  Part  of  the  Barrier  of  the  States  Genera!,  which, 
as  he  confeifes,  was  fo  intended  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  propofes  Expedients  whereby 
the  Town  might  be  reftor'd  to  France  without  the  Queen's  becoming  a  Party  to  a 
Thing  which  was  contradictory  to  what  She  had  once  advane'd  :  And  gives  his  Ad- 
vice to  Monf.  de  Tvrcy,  by  what  Management  Toarnaj  might  be  fecur'd  to  the  King  of 
France,  contrary  to  the  avow'd  Senfe  of  what  the  Queen  had  declar'd  in  Parliament  ■ 
and  altho'  France  had  confented  in  a  Memorial  deliver'd  by  Abbot  Gmiltier  Co  early  as 
the  1 8th  of  November  1711.  not  to  inlift  upon  Tournay  ;  and  this  he  does  in  his  private 
Capacity,  and  not  as  Secretary  of  Stare  :  But  that  his  lordfhip  was  not  fingle  in  his 
Endeavours  to  affift  France  upon  this  Occalion,  appears  by  the  great  Trouble  rh  <r  he 
lays  this  Matter  had  given  both  him  and  my  Lord  Triafttrcr  in  the  Cabinet ;  and  if 
any  Regard  is  to  be  given  ro  a  Mr.  Prim's  Paper,  my  Lord  Treasurer  muft  certainly  have 
written  to  Mr.  Prior  upon  this  Subject,  who  could  othervvife  have  had  no  ground  to 
lay,  My  Lord  Treafurer  does  not  at  all  doubt  but  the  Court  of  France  will  rind  a  Re- 
medy :  Which  is  agreeable  to  what  L.  Bolingbroke  laid  in  other  Words  when  this  Ad- 
vice was  fent.    The  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  muft  come  from  France. 

What  happen'd  afterwards  in  relation  to  Tournay,  upon  what  great  Conceffioqs 
lade  to  France,  together  with  the  advantageous  Terms  procur'd  for  the  Elector  ot 
Havana,  the  Meafures  and  Councils  relating  to  this  Affair  were  afterwards  alter'd., 
s  not  material  enough  to  require  a  long  Detail ;  but  nothing  lefs  than  an  abfolute 
Concurrence,  without  any  new  Objections  or  further  Demands,  was  to  fa  Trie  for 
the  Ceffion  of  Tournay,  and  that  it  was  at  laft  obtain'd  is  owing  folely  to  the  1  i  mnefi 
and  Refolution  of  the  States. 

The  Difpute  between  Count  Recbteren  and  Monfieur  Mefnager  was  ftill  kept  on 
Foot  ;  and  tho'  it  was  at  laft  left  to  Her  Majefty  to  decide  upon  this  Differer 
There  being  fome  Points  relating  to  Commerce,  and  North- America,  which  are  of 
very  great  Confequence  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Queen's  Subjects,  and  the  Honour 
of  this  Treary  ftill  to  fettle  ;  b  Lord  Bolingbroke  thinks  it  neceffary,  tho'  the  D-. 
may  be  unealy  that  the  Affair  of  the  Four  Species  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  Tariff 
of  1 664,  fhould  ftill  be  kept  in  Uncertainty  ;  and  the  Briti(l>  Plenipotentiaries  ac- 
cordingly, to  gain  Time  'till  they  could  know  her  Majefty 's  Pleafure,  reviv'd  the 
Difference  between  Count  Recbteren  and  Monf  Mefnager  ■  and  hope  'tis  for  her  Ma- 
jefties  Service  in  this  manner  to  ftave  off  the  Conferences. 

The  Correfpondence  carried  on  between  London  andUtrecbt  about  this  time,relatiqg 
to  the  Differences  that  arofe  concerning  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  in  particular 
about  Our  Commerce,  is  contain'd  chiefly  in  the  Fourth  Volume ;  but  as  it  ap- 
pears that  all  the  Matters  in  Queftion,  being  redue'd  to  as  narrow  a  Compafs  as 
was  paffible,  were  finally  to  be  determined  at  Paris  by  the  Duke  of  Sbre-wsbwy  and 
Mr.  Trior,  the  Committee  think  it  needlefs  to  enter  into  all  the  Orders  and  Inducti- 
ons, Objections  and  Anfwers,  that  went  and  came  to  and  from  Utrecht,  where  there 
was  indeed  but  little  more  than  the  Form  of  a  Negotiation  ;  and  conceive  that  an 
Account  of  what  pafs'd  between  London  and  France  will  let  this  whole  Matter  in  a 
clear  Light. 

Your  Committee  think  it  not  improper  to  take  Notice  here  of  a  remarkable  pa'f- 
fagc  or  two,    that  are  found    in    Lord  iBolingbroke's  c  Letters  to  Mr.  Prior  on  the 
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ipth  of  September,  O.  S.  L.  Bolingbroh  fends  Mr.  Prior  an  Account  of  fome  Advices  they  had 
receiv'd  of  the  Invafion  of  the  Leeward- J flands  by  the  French. 

*  This,  Dear  Mat.  fays  his  Lordfhip,  proves  a  very  untoward  Contretemps;  it  gives  a  Theme 
'  to  the  Whigs,   and  ferves  to  awaken  Paflions  that  were  almoft  lull'd  afleep.    We  expected 

*  that  Cart's  Squadron  might  be  gone  to  the  Coaft  oiBrafil,  or  to  Surinam,  but  we  never  iina- 

*  gind  our  Colonies  would  have  been  attack'd  by  him,  at  the  lime  when  we  were  knit- 
'  ting  the  Bands  of  Friendfhip  between  the  two  Nations  with  all  poflible  Induftry.    Could 

*  this  ill  Opinion  of  our  new  Friends  have  enter'd  into  our  Heads,  I  do  allure  you  he  Ihould 

*  have  been  accompanied  by  a  Fleet  of  the  Queen's,  which  would  have  kept  him  in  Refpect : 

*  Compare  this  Conduct  with  that  of  the  Queen's,  &c.  And  here  follows  that  Paffage  which 
has  been  already  mention'd,  wherein  his  Lordfhip  declar'd  concerning  the  Order  fent  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond.  '  I  will  not  fay  this  Order  fav'd  their  Army  from  being  beat,  but  I  think 
'  in  my  Confcience  that  it  did. 

His  Lordfhip  goes  on.  '  In  a  Word  we  depended  fo  much  upon  the  good  Underftanding, 
c  which  we  thought  ettablifh'd,  and  were  fo  earneft  to  prevent  any  thing  which  might  break 
'  hi  upon  it,   that  we  not  only  avoided  to  fortifie  our  Squadron  as  we  might  have  don», 

*  but  we  alfo  neglected  to  put  in  Execution  fome  Defigns,  which  would  have  annoyed  both 
'  French  and  Spaniard,  perhaps  more  than  any  that  have  been  effected  in  the  Courfe  of  this  War. 

_  Another  Inftance  of  his  Lordfhip's  good  Difpofition  to  the  French  Nation  is  to  be  found  in 
his  •  Letter  to  Mr.  Prior  of  the  29  th  of  September,  wherein  he  fays,   '  I  have  got  at  laft  the 

*  Affair  of  the  Griffin  compounded,  not  without  very  great  Difficulty  -}  and  tho'  the  Sum 
'  paid  to  the  Captors  was  fo  large  as  35000,  /.  the  Ship  was  plainly  Prize,   and  the  Pafs  fent 

*  over  hither  might  have  been  prov'd  to  have  been  numerically  one  of  thofc  I  deliver'd  at 
'  Fontain-bleau,  tour  Days  after  the  Griffin  was  in  Sir  Thomas  Hardy's  Power  ;  tho'  Gaulticr 
'  was  ready  to  fwear  that  he  receiv'd  tt  fome  Months  before  ;  which  part  of  the  Abbot  has, 
1  I  confefs  to  you,  done  him  no  Good  in  my  Opinion.  From  whence  it  appears,  tho'  this 
'  Pafs  was  none  of  them,  that  Pafies  had  been  granted  fome  Months  before  the  Sufpeufion 
'  was  concluded. 

Whilft  the  Englifh  Miniftry  are  doing  thefe  good  Offices  to  the  Subjects  of  France,  and  ta- 
king all  Opportunities  both  publick  and  private  to  efpoufe  their  Interelts,  your  Committee 
is  furprisd  at  the  ill  Treatment  which  England  receiv'd  from  France  at  this  Time,  and  at  their 
Backwardnefs  in  making  good  the  Promiics  and  Engagements  they  were  under  in  fome  Points 
that  moft  nearly  conceni'd  the  Interelts  of  Great  Britain. 

At  the  latter  End  of  Oclober  Mr.  Prior  was  fent  into  England,  and  by  what  appears  left  his 
Refidence  in  France,  without  the  Leave  or  any  Orders  from  the  Queen  his  Miftrels  ;  but  was 
fent  over  by  the  King  of  France  as  a  proper  Perfon,  whom  he  thought  fit  to  entruft  with  the 
great  Secret  of  prevailing  with  the  Queen  by  her  Credit  to  obtain  what  the  King  demanded 
for  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  He  brings  a  Credential  Letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the 
Queen,  which  feeming  fomething  New  of  the  Kind  is  here  annex'd.  b  N°  (38.) 

About  the  Middle  oiNovemb.  Mr.  Prior  goes  back  into  France  with  new  Inftructions, c  wherein 
the  Propofal  of  a  Neutrality  in  Italy  is  one  of  the  chiefeft  Articles  ;  and  that  he  might  have  a 
perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Quten's  prefent  Resolutions  and  Councils  in  relation  to  the  prefent 
Treaty  of  Peace,  a  Gopy  of  the  laft  Inftructions  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  is  given  him, 
that  as  Occafion  lhall  require  he  might  act  in  all  Things  conformable  to  the  Qyeen's  Intentions 
therein  exprefs'd. 

He  carries  likewife  a  Letter  from  the  Queen  to  the  King  of  France,  wherein,  among  other 
Things,  it  is  faid,  That  Mr.  Prior  continuing  to  behave  himlelf  fo  as  that  his  Conduct  may  be 
entirely  agreeable  to  the  King  of  France,  he  does  but  literally  execute  the  Orders  the  Queen  had 
given  him,  and  is  a  Proof  of  his  Duty  and  Zeal  for  her  Service,  N°  (39.)  After  this  fhort 
Digreffion,  to  return  back  to  what  was  juft  now  mention'd,  it  appears  that  when  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  was  ready  to  be  concluded,  the  Advantages  Great  Britain  was  to  expect  and 
reap  from  the  Endeavours  of  the  Britifb  Miniftry,  to  affift  and  iupport  the  Caule.of  France, 
were  in  a  great  Mcafure  unfettled  and  undetermined.  France  began  to  cavil,  and  as  Lord 
Bolingbroke  laid,  go  back  from  what  the  King  had  promifed  the  Queen.  His  Lordfhip  cannot 
be  perfuaded,  as  he  tells  Mr.  Prior,  ' «  That  the  French  act  either  fairly  or  wilely,  they  prefs  > 

*  us  to  conclude,  that  they  may  have  others  at  their  Mercy ;  and  at  the  lame  time  they  Chicane 

*  with  us  concerning  the  moft  eflential  Article  of  all  our  Treaty,  and  endeavour  to  elude  an 
'Agreement  made,  repeated,  confirmed. 

The  two  great  Points  of  Moment  in  Difpute,  were  concerning  the  Fifhery  at  Newfound- 
land, and  in  what  manner  the  Ceffiou  of  Cape-Breton  was  to  be  made;  the  other  was  about 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce. 

As  to  the  firft,  it  is  to  be  obferv'd,  That  in  the  f  Queen's  Inftructions  to  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, He  is  directed  to  propofc,  as  the  Queen's  laft  Refolution,  that  She  will  Confent  to  give 
and  yield  up  to  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  the  entire  PofTcffion  and  Propriety  of  the  Ifland  of 
Cape  Breton,  but  with  this  exprefs  Condition,  That  his  faid  Majefty  (hall  on  his  Part,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  fame,  relinquifh  to  Her  Majefty  all  manner  of  Right  te  Ftfhing  and  drying 
Fifh  on  the  Coaft  of  Newfoundland,  or  any  Part,  referv'd  to  his  Subjects,  by  the  Articles 
Sigu'd  at  London  the  "t  *£•  171  i. 

1  Several 

•  Vtl.  9  f.  3 19.      b  W.  9.  f.  357.      c  Vtl  9.  f.  38L     d  Vtl.9.  f.  373.     •  Vd.  9.  f.  657.     f  *V-  J. 
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Several  Representations  were  fein  !;:«.ckward  a:id  forward,  (hewing  the  fatal 
Confequcnces  of  wh.3t  was   demanded  by  France  •,  and  although  nij 
lingbroke  in   his  letter  to  (<*)  Mr.  /V/ar  of  the  ip  nuary   1712-13.   infil 

that  the  Queen  had  never  yielded   what  Frame  pretended  to,  which  then 
maincd  an  uufurmountablc  Difficulty;    yet  in   his   Letter   to  the  (b)  Duke 
Shrewsbury  of  the  fame  Date    he  tells  His  Grace,  if  the  French  clofe  with  the 
Overture  he  then  made  them,  with    regard  to  the  Difpntcs  concerning  Com- 
merce,   Her  Majclty   is  willing  to   accept   the  lafl  Expedient    propofed    by 
Monfteur  de  Tony,  tor  ad  jutting  our  Differences  about   North  America,  and   to 
content  that  the  King,  in  the  Ceflion  of  Newfoundland,  do  refervc  to  His  Subjects 
a  Right  of  Fifhing  and  Drying  on  theCoatt  of  Newfoundland,  from  Point  /'. 
North  about,  to  Cape  Bonavijla •    and  here    no  Direction  is   given  concen. 
Cape  Breton,  of  which  the  French  got  the  entire  Poll'eflion  and   Propriety  ;    al- 
though, in  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  's  Inftructions,  it  is  declar'd,  '  That  the  Qjiecn 
4    look'd  upon  Cape  Breton  to  belong  to  Her ',   and  reckon'd  that  Ifl.md  a  Pait 
4  of  the  ancient  Territory  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  is,  by  thisTreaty,  rcftor'd  to 
4  Her.     But  if  his  Grace  could  not   prevail  upon  them  to  agree  with  him  in 
the  Article  of  Commerce,  he  was   to  declare,   That  neither  will   the  Queen 
agree  with  them  in  their  Propofition  concerning  Newfoundland. 

Your  Committee  come  now  to  confider,  upon  what  Confideration  this  gre  it 
and  valuable  Privilege  of  Taking  and  drying  Fifh  upon  the  Coaffc  of  New- 
foundland was  yielded  up  to  France. 

In  this  Letter  from  (V)  Lord  Bolingbrohe  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  is  reprc- 
fented  the  State  ot  the  great  Diipute  about  Commerce,  which  appears  to  be 
this-,  In  Monfieur  de  Torcyh  Anfwer  to  Lord  BoUngbrokeh  Memorial  of  May 
the  i\th  1712.  it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed,  That  Britain  and  France 
mould  grant  to  the  Subjects  of  each  Crown  reciprocally,  the  fame  Privileges 
and  Advantages,  which  they  fhall  either  of  them  grant  to  the  Subjects  of  any 
•ther  Nation  whatfocver;  upon  this  Foundation  was.  eftablifh'd  the  Principle 
of  treating,  and  being  treated,  as  Gens  amiciffima  ;  and  purfuant  to  this  Prin- 
ciple the  Tariff  of  \66^,  which  was  granted  to  Holland,  except  the  Four 
Species,  was  likewife  to  be  granted  to  us ;  and  by  the  %th  and*  10th  Articles 
of  the  Project  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  it  was  fo  fettled.  But  France  pre- 
tending now,  that  this  Tariff  would  be  too  beneficial  to  us,  although  we 
were  eutituled  to  it,  upon  the  Principle  of  being  ufed  as  the  Amiciffima  Gens, 
refufed  to  grant  it  to  us,  until  another  Tariff  fhould  be  made  in  Britain  ex- 
actly conformable  to  that  of  166^,  whereby  our  Duties  fhould  be  redue'd  as 
low  here,  as  theirs  are  in  France  by  that  Tariff! 

4  This,  Lord  Bolingbroke  fays,  is  an  open  Violation  of  Faith  ;  and  by  this 
'•  they  are  removing  a  Corner-ftone,  which  was  laid  early  in  tile  Foundation  of 
4  a  Building  brought  almoft  to  Perfection ;  the  Fall  whereof  muft  prove  at 

*  laft  of  as  fatal  Confequence  to  them  as  to  us. 

He  confefles,  4  He  was  ftrangely  furpriz'd  when  he  faw  the  Precedent  of  the 
4  Ryfwick  Treaty  quoted,  to  perfwade  us  to  refer  oar  Commerce,  as  the  Dutch 
4  then  did  theirs,  to  Commiffioners,  to  be  treated  of  after  Signing  the  Peace. 
He  fays,  *  The  Behaviour  of  the  French  upon  that  Occafion  has  given  us  warn- 
4  ing  •,  and  it  is  from  thence  we  have  learn'd,  that  whatever  is  referr'd,  is 
4  given  up  •,  and  they  muft  have  a  meair  Opinion  of  thofe  whom  they  would 
4  perfwade  to  purfue  the  fame  Method,  to  get  the  Tariff  of  1664,  by  which 
4  the  Dutch  then  loft  it. 

But  furely  his  Lordfhip  had  either  not  learnt  this  Leffon,  or  had  entirely 
forgot  it,  when  on  the  24th  of  May  he  himfelf  had  propos'd,  as  has  been  be- 
fore obferv'd,  that  feveral  Points  relating  to  Commerce,  requiring  a  longer 
Difcuffion  than  that  Crifis  would  admix,  Commifl'uies  fhould  be  appointed  to 
fettle  and  adjuft  the  Differences.  But  then  it  feems  they  were  more  intent 
upon  the  General   Peace,  than  any  particular  Advantages. 

His  Lordfhip  goes  on  to  offer  an  Expedient  which  was  to  folve  all  the  Diffi- 
culties ;  and  tells  his  Grace,  '  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  having 
'  fully  opened  to  the  French  Minifters,  Her  Majefty's  Senfeof  the  King's  En- 

*  gagements  to  Her  upon  this  Head,  you  are  to  propofe  to  them,  to  ftrike 
4  out  of  the  Projeft  ot  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  the  9th  and  10th  Articles,  and 
4  inftead  thereof,  to  infert  one  to  the  Effect  of  that  which  I  have  drawn,  and 
4  which  comes  here  inclofed ;  and  as  the  Acceptance  ©f  this  Amendment  was 

L  to 
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to  put  an  end  to  all  the  Differences,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  fuch  ample  Ad- 
vantages to  France,  the  French  readily  agreed  to  it.     And  did   infert  this  Arti- 
cle verbatim  a*  i]t  was  fent  in  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  which  makes  the  Ninth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  as  it  now  ftands,  and  is  the  fame  that  was  rejefted  by  the 
Parliament  ;  and  this  Article,  which  has  been  lince  fo  umverfally  and  juftly 
condemned,  appears  to  be  the  Work  of  the  Esglfi  Miniltry,  and  the  Price  for 
which  they  fold  to  France  the  Filhery  of  Newfoundland.  ........ 

This  Treatment  of  France  could  not  without  doubt  but  give  the  Miniltry 
the  ereateft  Uneafinefs,  tho'  their  Apprehenfions,  leaft  the  Circumftances 
they  were  in  fhould  be  known,  far  exceeded  their  Concern  at  the  Difap- 
pointment  Great  Britain  was  like  to  meet  with.  They  had  fignd  a  feparate 
Treaty  with  France  in  September  mm.  upon  this  fingle  Principle,  that  the 
Interefts  of  Great  Britain  ■  were  in  the  fir  ft  place  to  be  adjulted  •,  and  as  long 
as  they  had  this  to  fay,  they  were  unconcerned  at  all  other  Events.  They 
had  eone  on  for  Fifteen  Months  together,  and  afted  in  every  thing  as  the 
Inftruments  of  France,  and  are  at  laft  in  danger  of  being  difavowd  by  France 
in  the  moft  efTential  part  of  all  their  Treaty.  .  One  of  the  chief  Inducements, 
and  principal  Conditions,  upon  which  the  fatal  Ceffation  of  Arms  was  granted 
was  That  no  Privileges  or  Advantages  relating  to  Commerce  with  France  hall 
be  yielded  to  any  Foreign  Nation  which  fbalT  not  at  the  fame  time  be  grant- 
ed to  the  Subjects  of  Her  Britannkk  Majefty  i  but  France  had  now  reap'd  the 
full  Benefit  of  the  Sufpenfion,  and  were  at  Liberty  to  difpute  the  Principle  of 

Gens  amlciffima.  ..„".»,•  j  » 

In  thefe  Circumftances  were  the  Englifi)  Miniftryin  January  1712-13-  and  to 
extricate  themfelves,  they  give  up  all  Points  in  Difpute  in  North  America,  and 
the  Filhery  of  Newfoundland ;  upon  the  fingle  Confideration  of  the  Ninth  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  which  the  Parliament  rejeded  with  a  juft 

Indignation.  ,.  . 

However,  to  bring  France  to  a  Compliance,  even  upon  thefe  Conditions, 
his  Grace  in  the  fame  Letter  is  inftructed  to  prevail  with  France  to  come  to 
this  Refolution  without  the  Lofs  of  one  Moment's  tune.  The  Parliament  was 
fuddenly  to  meet,  and  it  would  be  necefl'ary  for  the  Queen  to  communicate 
to  both  Houfes  the  prefenf  State  of  the  Negotiation.  His  Grace  is-then  to 
renrefent  to  Monfieur  deTorcy,  in  the  beft  manner  he  is  able,  '  How  fmoothly 
«  every  thingwould  glide  along,   if  the  Queen  was  able  to  fpeak  of  Her  own 

*  Interefts  as   abfolutely   determined  with   France ;     and  on   the  other  hand, 

*  what  Travels  we  (hall  be  expos'd  to,  and  what  Contufion  may  anfe,  if  our 
<■  Negotiation  appears  to  be  ft  ill  open,  and  if  the  Secret  comes  to  be  dr- 
1  vulged,  that  France  refufes  to  make  good  in  the  Tieaty  the  full  Effect  of 
«  former  Prom ifes  to  the  Queen.  .  . 

}  is  Lordfhip  having  finilhed  what  he  had  to  fay  concerning  Her  Ma]efty  s 
particular  Interefts,  he  proceeds  upon  the  general  Plan  of  Peace,  and  mftrucls 
his  Grace  what  he  was  to  inform  the  French  IsYuyRers  would  be  the  Meafureot 
Her  Majefty's  Conduft,  and  what  they  may  expert  trora  Her.  _ 

«  That  as  the  French  Minifters  delire  that  the  Queen  would  precipitate  the 
«  Conclufion  of  Her  Peace,  and  leave  all  the  Confederacy  at  their  Mercy,  they 
«  rnuft  be  told,  that  when  the  mutual  Interefts  of  France  and  England  are 
«  fettled,  as  they  will  be,  if  the  Propolitions  contained  in  the  firft  part  of 
c  this  Letter  are  accepted,  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  (hall  publick- 
1  ly  declare  in  the  Congrefs  that  they  are  ready  to  Sign  with  thofeof  France, 
'  and  ihall  call   upon    the  Allies  to  quicken  their  Negotiations,  and  conclude 

I  without  Lofs  of  Time.  But  if  they  leek  unnecefi'ary  Delays,  qr  make  unrea- 
c  lonable  Demands,  Her  Majefty,  who  lias  induced  them  to  Treat,  will  by  the 

I I  a  me   Meafures  engage  them  to  conclude,  or  at  leaft  She  will  lign  without 

*  them.  . 

4  And  the  Queen  having  once  declared  Her  Interefts  to  be  fettled,  and  Her 
'Treaty  ready  to  be  fign'd,  the  General  Peace  becomes  from  that  Moment  fure  ; 
'  and  the  Remainder  of  the  Negotiation  ealie  ;  it  is  therefore  wife  for  the  French 
1  to  comply  witli  Her  Majefty. 

The  great  Diftrartion  the  Miniltry  was  in,  appears  fuffictently  from  this  long 
Letter  of  Lord  Btliagbroke's  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  :  But  to  be  more  fully  &- 
tisfied,  what  their  own  Apprehenfions  were,  and  what  thev  themfelves  thought 
would  be  the  Confequence  of  fuch  Proceedings ;  it  is  necelfary  to  have  recourfe 
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to  two  Letters,  written  about  this  Time,  and  upon  this  Subject,  by  Lord  Bolwg- 
broke  to  Mr.  Prior.  One  of  January  the  i  ort,  the  other  of  the  lid,  O.  S.  (d)  1 
firfl:  was  of  the  fame  Date  as  his  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  ;  and  therein 
hisLordfhip  fays  to  Mr.  Prior,  '  I  havecxhaufted  all  my  Stock  of  Arguments  in 
4  the  long  Letter  which,  by  the  Queen's  Order,  I  write  to  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
1  bury  ;  to  you  I  cm  only  add,  We  Hand  indeed  upon  the  Brink  of  a  Precipice, 
4  but  the  French  ftaad  there  to:  Pray  tell  Moniicur  de  Tony  from  me,  that  he 

*  may  get  Robin  and  Harry  hanged  ;  but  Affairs  will  foon  run  back  into  fo  much 
1  Conlulion,  that  he  will  wifli  Us  alive  again-To  fpeak  fcrioufly,  unlefs  the  Queen 
4  can  talk  of  Her  luterefts  as  determined  with  France  ;  and  unlefs  Your  C  .urt 
1  will  keep  Our  Allies  in  the  Wrong,  as  they  arc  fufliciently  at  this  time,  I  fore- 
(  fee  inextricable  Difficulties. 

4  My  Scheme  is  this:  Let  France  fatisfie  the  Qjiecn,  and  let  the  Queen  imme- 
4  diatcly  declare  to  Her  Parliament,  and  in  the  Congrefs,    That  She  is  ready  to 

*  fign  •,  at  the  fame  time  let  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  fhow  a  Difpofition  to 

*  conclude  with  all  the  Allies.  And  then  his  Lordfhip  enumerates  the  feveral 
Offers  which  he  would  have  France  make  to  the  feveral  Allies  :  which,  tho>  very- 
general  and  infufficient,  his  Lordfhip  fiys, «  If  fuch  Overtures  as  thefe  (  made  to 
4  the  Allies;  were  not  inftantly  accepted,  Our  fcparate  Peace  would,  fitting  the 
4  Parliament,  be  a  klrefs'd  for,  made,  and  approved-,  and  the  Caufeot  France  for 
4  oDce  become  popular  in  Britain. 

4  If  they  were  accepted,  lot  Monfieur  de  Torcy  fit  down,  and  confider,  what 
4  a  Bargain  would  be  made  for  Fr.mce  \  let  him  remember  his  Journey  to 
4  the    Hague,    and  compare    the  Plans  of  1709,  and    1712. 

*  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  a  Confidence  in  you  :  Make  ufe  of  it  once  for 
4  all  upon  this  Occaftoa,  and  convince  him  thoroughly,  that  we  mult  give 
<  a  difierent  turn  to  our  Parliament  and  our  People,  according  to  their  Re- 
4  folution  at  this  Ctilis.  •  . 

The  next  Letter  from  his  Lordfhip  to  Mr.  Prior,  is  upon  the  fame 
Subject,  and  of  the  fame  Strain  :  £  We  arc  now,  fays  his  Lordfhip,  at  the 
4  true  Crilis  of  our  Difeafe,  we  Die  at  once,  or  Recover  at  once,  let  France 
4  depart  from  that  lhameful  Expedient  by  which  they  thought  to  bubble  us 
4  out  of  the  Advantages  which  they  had  folemuly  yielded,  aud  all  is  well,  0- 
4  therwife,  by  God,  both  they  and  we  are  undone. 

4  Pray  fend  B.u-ton  back  as  fait  as  polfible  ^  the  Queen  can  neither  delay 
«  the  Meeting  of  Parliament   longer  than    the  3d,  nor   fpeak.  to  the  Houfes, 

*  till  we  hear  from    you.  '    .'  ,       . 

4  My  Compliments  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy:  let  him  know,  that  it  they  do 
4  not  agree  with  the  Qiieen,  I  may  perhaps  be  a  Refugee  ;  if  I  am,  I  pro- 
4  raife  before  hand,  to  behave  my  fclf  better  in  Prance,  than  the  French  Re- 
4  fugees  do  here.  Make  the  French  afham'd  of  their  fneaking  Chicane  ;  by 
4  Heaven,  they  treat  like  Pedlars,  or,  which  is  worfe,  like   Attorneys. 

As  all  thefe  publick  Tranfaftinns  pafs'd  through  the  Hands  of  Lord  Bo- 
linAroke,  who,  although  he  was  Secretary  of  State,  afted  f.vfr^provincially 
in  all  his  Correfpondence  with  France;  fo.it  appears  at  the  lame  Time, 
tkat  his  Lordfhip  was  not  the  ortly  Pcrfon  in  the  Secret  1  but  that  a 
greater  Influence  chiefly  directed  and  governed  all  thefe  Councils.  And  my 
Lord  Treafurer,  as  in  the  great  Affair  of  Tmmay,  was  in  this  Tranfaftion 
the  chief  Conductor,  as  may  very  reafonably  be.  concluded  by  feveral  Let- 
ters that  Mr.  trior  wrote  about  this  Time  to  my  lord  Treafurer,  although 
Mr.  Prior  has  not  thought   fit  to  produce  one  Letter    from    his  Lordfhip    to 

him-  •"'«*>  u-  e 

It  is  to  be  obferv'd,  that  rhefc  Letters  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  were  chief- 
ly wrote  on  the  fame  Days  that  Mr.  Prior  fent  Difpafches  to  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  giving  an  Account  of  his  Proceedings,  and  dehring  the  Queens  Di- 
rections upon  them  ;  but  it'  feems,  he  thought  not.  that  fufficient  without  know- 
ins  my  Utrd ■Treafurer' s  particular    Pleafnrc  upon  them. 

Mr.'  Priors  Difpakh  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  giving  a  full  Account  ot 
the  prefent  State  or  the  Treaty,  together  with  feveral  Papers,  Memorials, 
and  ^ropolitions  relating  to  the  Points  in  Difpute,  and  concerning  Com- 
merce, and  North  America,  is  dated  (r)  December  the  l3rf»,  t?l*- ■*£  &•  The  Day 
after,  f  f)  December  the  19th,  N.  S.  Mr.  Prjor  writes  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,  ana 
tells  him,    I   have   wrote  a  Book    inltead    of  a    Letter,  to   my  Lord    BoUnv- 

brohty 
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brake,  which  I  defire  your  Lordfhip  would  be  pleafed  to  run  over,  that 
knowing  what  I  have  done  here,  you  may  Honour  mc  with  your  Commands  as 
to  what  I  ara  to  do.  He  hopes  his  Propofal  about  Newfoundland,  which  he 
fends  his  Lordfhip  enclos'd,  is  fuch  as  may  terminate  that  Affair  to  our  Ad- 
vantage. If  your  Lordfhip  is  of  the  fame  Opinion,  I  fhall  have  entire  Sa- 
tisfaction. 

January  the  2th,  171 2-1 3.  N.  S.  (p)  Mr.  Prior  having  fcnt  another  full  Account  in 
Form  to  the  Secretary  of  State,"  writes  the  fame  Day  to  (h)  my  Lord  Trea- 
surer, that  he  had  been  in  Conference  with  the  French  Minifters  to  adjuft  the 
Points  undecided  between  Her  Majefty  and  the  King  of  France ;  that  he  had 
fent  Lord  Bolingbroke  the  Refult  of  thofe  Conferences,  as  well  what  was  a- 
greed  to  by  the  French  Minifters,  as  his  own  Remarks  upon  each  particular 
Head  ,  and  fays,  I  hope  your  Lordfhip  will  find  the  whole  adjufted  fo  far  to  your 
Satisfaction,  as  that  our  Plenipotentiaries  may  receive  their  final  Orders.  I 
will  not  doubt  but  the  whole  Affair  of  Newfoundland  is  adjufted  to  your  de- 
fire  •,  there  were  fome  Points  infilled  upon  by  our  Plenipotentiaries  which  the 
Minifters  here  thought  very  unreafonable  •,  and  to  fay  a  Truth  to  my  Lord 
Treafurer  plainly,  which  I  a  little  mitigate  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  I 
think  not  very  reafonable.  He  then  gives  an  Account  that  Monfieur  de  Tony 
was  furpriz'd,  that  the  Dutch  had  but  in  Part  comply'd  with  what  Lord 
Strafford  declar'd  to  them  to  be  Her  Majefty's  Refolutions,  to  which  he  hopes 
the  Queen  will  fend  fuch  an  Anfwer  as  may  cut  off  all  Delays ;  and  upon 
this  Occafion  Mr.  Prior  fays  to  my  Lord  Treafurer  ;  '  This  I  only  write  to  your 
4  Lordfhip,  it  being  a  thing  that  fhould  not  be  canvafs'd  in  Council ;  and  I  have 
1  promis'd  that  the  King  fhould  have  Her  Majefty's  Anfwer  upon  it,  as  he 
'  defires. 

January  the  19th,  171 2-1 3.  N.  S.  (/)  Mr. Prior  writes  again  to  my  Lord  Treafurer; 
acquaints  him,  l  That  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  now  fends  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  the 

*  Subftance  of  their  laft  Conferences  with  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  upon  the  SubjcA 
4  of  Newfoundland  ;  to  which  I  take  Leave  to  add ;  Tti3t  your  Friend  Torcy  is 
L  in  the  laft  Concern  to  find  the  Duke's  Inftruftions  fo  ftrift,  in  a  Point  which 

*  cannot  be  given  up  by  France,  at  a  Time  when  we  well  hop'd  that  Diffe- 

*  rence  was  adjufted.     Pray,   my  Lord,  let  us  have  your  diftinft  and  pofitive 

*  Orders  hereupon  by  the  firft.     I  fend  your  Lordfhip  enclos'd  a  Copy  of  my 

*  Letter  to  my  Lord    Bolingbroke,    and   Duke  of  Shrewsbury  defires,    that  we 

*  may  have  your  Orders  to  finifh.  I  believe  Torcy  writes  himfelf  to  you.  Janu- 
ary the  lid,  17 1 2-13.  N.  S.  (k)  Mr.  Prior  writes  once  more  to  my  Lord  Treafurer, 
and  tells  him,  *  I  have  already  wrote  fo  amply  to  your  Lordfhip,  on  the  two  great 
'  Points  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  Tariff  of   1664,  and  expeft  fo  daily  your 

*  laft  Orders  upon  thofe  two  points,   that  I  will   not  trouble  you  at  prefent 

*  further  than  to  fay,  if  thefe  Two  are  fettled,  the  Peace  may  be  determined 
'  here  to  Morrow,  and  fent  the  next  Day  to  Utrecht  to  be  fign'd.  And  on  the 
2d  of  February  I  70 1 2- 1 5.  (/)  Mr.  Prior  fays  to  my  Lord  Treafurer  ;  '  If  I  defire  you 
1  to  write  to  me,  it  is  becaufe  I  really  think  it  for  the  Queen's  Service  •,  that 

*  in  this  great  Poft  where  you  have  put  me,  I  may  be  able  to  fay,  I  have  the 

*  immediate  Commands  of  my  Lord  Treafurer  ;  and  in  regard  to  that  Friendfhip 
'  with  which  you  have  fo  publickly  honour'd  me,  and  which,  by  the  By,  does 

*  all  the  Bufinefshere.'    And  on  (m)  February  the  ^th,  CI  fhall  dirett  my  felf  as 

*  you  fhall  be  pleas'd  to  inftruft  me  privately. 

If  your  Committee  had  found  among  the  Papers  delivered  by  Mr.  Prior, 
My  Lord  Treafurtrh  Anfwers  to  thefe  Letters,  they  have  Reafon  to  believe  in 
would  have  appear'd  from  them,  how  far  the  giving  up  the  Fifhery  of  Newfound- 
land, and  the  accepting  of  the  9th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  was 
owing  to  his  Lordfhip's  immediate  Orders.  It  feems,  however,  to  be  a  very 
extraordinary  Proceeding,  that  the  Queen's  Minifters  in  France,  acting  by  Her 
Authority,  and  under  Her  Inftm&ions,  fhould  apply  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  for 
his  diftinft  and  pofitive  Orders  to  releafe  them  from  the  Queen's  Inftructions*, 
becaufe  they  are  thought  by  the  French  Minifters  to  be  too  ftridt-  and  if  it 
be  a  Doubt,  by  whofe  Order  or  Advice  it  was  procur'd,  fo  much  is  certain, 
that  thefe  Applications  had  their  defired  Effect;  and  the  Newfoundland  Fifhery 
was  given  up  •,  and  the  Advantages  we  were  to  receive  from  being  treated 
upon  the  Foot  of  Gens  amicijfima,'  were  all  bury'd  in  that  deftru&ive  Article, 
the  9th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce. 

The 
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The  Difficulties  relating  to  North  America  and  Commerce,  being  in  tin 
Manner  determined,    prance  was  wholly  intent  upon  concluding  and  dgning 
with  Great  Britain,    without  taking  in    the   reft  of  the    Allies ;    and  i  . 
they  had   the  good  Fortune  to   have  the  Concurrence  and  Afliftance  of   the 
Urittflt  Mini/try. 

By  good  Management,  theDifpnte  raifed  itVtrecht  had  been  foorder'd,  that 
the  Miniftcrs  of  the  Allies  could  not  obtain  aoy  Conferences  with  thofe  of  France, 
till  the  Points  in  Difference  were  adjuftcd  between  England  and  trance  ;  by  which 
Means  it  was  February  1712-13.  before  the  Dutch  and  French  were  fullered  to  meet: 
And  it  being  now  the  Bulinefs  of  France  to  conclude  with  F.ngUnd  feparatcly,  the 
1  mpei  he  French  Plenipotentiaries  appear'd  in,  made  alfBufinefs  fo  impracti- 
cable, that  the  Britijh  Plenipotentiaries  were  under  a  Ncccflity  of  complaining  of 
it  to  Lord  Bolinfb  okc,  and  to  acquaint  him,  February  the  id,  1 7 1 2- 1  3. l  The  French 
1  (a)  appear  f  >  very  uncomplying  in  every  Point  debated,  and  fo  very  forward 
1  and  politive  in  their  Refufal  of  a  great  many  things,  which  the  Dutch  took  to 
1  be  granted  and  fettled,  as  well  by  Her  Majefty's  Speech,  as  the  Declarations 

*  lately  made  by  Lord  Strafford,  that  the  Difappointmcnt  they  met  with, put  thcrrt 
4  in  the  greateft  Confternation  :  Rcafon  was  alfo  given  us  to  participate  in  thefe 
4  Difcontents,  and  to  regard  fevcral  things  which  appear  contrary  to  wlm  Her 
'  Majefty  has  declar'd,  as  very  unfair;  yet  all  that  could  he  faid  prcvaifd  nor. 

Your  Committee  is  not  furpriz'd,  that  the  lnftanccs  of  their  Excellencies  had  fo 
little  effect  with  the  French  Plenipotentiarics,who  then  expected  that  Orders  mould 
be  fent  to  the  Britijl>  Plenipotentiaries  immediately  to  fign  a  feparate  Peace,\vhich, 
according  to  their  Expectations,  were  fent  (0)  F^.20.1712-1  3.  by  Mv. St. John,  Bro- 
ther to  the  Lord  Boiingbroke,  to  Conclude  and  Sign  with  France  as  foon  as  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury  fhould  fend  them  Advice  that  the  Propolitions  he  was  to  make  at  the 
French  Court  were  accepted  •,  and  on  the  28;^  Lord  Boiingbroke  with  the  utmoft  Joy 
acquaints  their  Excellencies,1  That  he  had  received  from  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  the 
4  expected  Returns;  and  which  he  doubted  not  would  have  reach'd  their  Lordfhips. 
c  He  had  therefore,  without  Haying  to  enter  into  any  other  Detail,  difpatch'd  a  Cou- 

*  rier  to  them,  to  renew  thofe  lnftructions  which  he  hoped  were  clearly  enough  figni- 

*  fy'd  in  thofe  Papers  which  his  Brother  carried.  He  acquaints  them  that  the  Duke  of 

*  Shrewsbury  had  declar'd,  that  their  Lordfhips  had  Orders,  in  Cafe  the  French  com- 

*  ply'd,  as  they  now  actually  have  done,  to  fign  Her  Majefty's  Peace  with  France 
'  without  further  Delay,  and  that  his  Grace  had  alfo  declar'd,  that  in  this  Cafe 

*  Her  Majefty  would  open  the  Parliament,  by  telling  them,  She  had  made  a  Peace 
'  with  France  Thefe  twoConfiderations,  his  Lordfhip  fays,  were  perhaps  the  moft 
4  pre  alcut  Inducements  to  the  French  Court,  to  come  roundly  into  Her  Majefty's 
4  l-vo   ■Midoris  5  and  the  Queen  thinks  Her  felt,  for  this  Reafou,  ft  ill  the  more  ob- 

,'d  punctually   and  rcligioiifly  to  fulfil  thefe  Promifes.     The  latter  She  will 
4  Her  felt"  perform  on  Tuefduy  ;  and  the  former,  it  is  Her  pofitive  Command  that 
your  Lordfhips  make  good  as  faft  as  the  neceffary  Forms  of  preparing  and  exe- 
cuting the  Inftru  merits  will  allow.     And  his  Lordfhip  looking  upon  it  now,  that 
the  chief  Difficulties,  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  were  remov'd ;  as  likewife 

*  in  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  by  the  Article  drawn  by  himfelf,  and  propos'd  by 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  he  gives  their  Excellencies  politive  Orders,  without 

'  any  P  Lv,  to  execute  the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  between  Great  Bri- 
4  tain  uiiU  France. 

C  the  -jth,  and  2cth  of  March,  O.  S-  (/>")  I  ord  Boiingbroke  repeats  thefe  pofitive 
Orders^  and  infills,  that  the  Peace  fhould  be  concluded  with  that  Precipitation 
w'ich  Her  Majefty  would  have  us'd.  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  among  all  the 
Demands  that  were  made,  upon  Account  of  any  Prince  or  Potentate,  none  at  this 
Time  met  with  the  leaft  Regard:  when, at  the  fame  time,  the  Intereftof  the  Prin- 
GC&Vrfw  isefpous'd  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms  :  And  in  the  fame  Letter,  March  3. 
0.5.  (<y)  where  his  Lordfhip,  fpeaking  of  the  Confequence  of  the  Reftoration  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  to  his  Electorate,  fays  ;  4  Her  Majefty  does  not  much  enter  in- 

*  to  the  Notion  of  the  Degradation  of  Ffanover  as  a  Matter  of  any  Importance. 
His  Lordfhip  declares,  4  That  the  Principality  in  fome  Part  of  the  Spanifl)  Nether- 
4  lands,  with  a  Revenue  of  30000  Crowns, demanded  for  tire  Princefs  Vrfini,  mult 

*  be  made  to  the  Emperor,  and  all  Parties  concern'd,  a  Condition,  fine  qua  non,  of 
4  the  General  Peace. 

M  But 
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But  the  Brum  Plenipotentiaries,  who  were  to  Sign,  had  fome  Difficulties  •,  and 
they  acquaint  (!)  Lord  Bolr^broke  ;  <  We  could  fay  a  great  deal  to  juft.fy  our  cau- 

tiousXoceedinrs  with  the  French  ;  and  are  fatisfy'd,  that  your  Lordih.p  would 
«  rof  the  fan«  pinion,  if  you  were  to  fee  their  Way  ^  »te^^Lwo^fp1 

<  the  Allies  •,  And  how  hard  it  is  for  us  to  obtain  here  what  to  your  Lordfhip 
«  feems  impoflible  the  French  fhould  make  any  Difficulty _to  grant 

The  repeated  Orders  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  prevail  d  at  laft  fo  tar  iipor  them, 
as  to  acmiaint  the  Allies,  the  Queen  found  it  necedary  to  conclude  Her  own  Peace 
wiSSSSy  and' St  Time  fhould  be  allow'd  thofe  that :  .«  JJ^g 
they  ftill  avoided  the  aftual  Signing  till  the  reft  of  ^e  A  lie  ,  whofc  Treaties 
were  in  a  Forwardncfs,  were  ready  to  fign  with  them  •,  and,  to  juft  ty  tJiemklves, 
they  acquahitThe  0)  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, <  That,  befides  other  Conizations  their 

<  chief  ot  ectioa  was,  that  though  thej  had  Orders  ^^^^^1^ 
'  their  full  Powers  under  the  Great  Seal,  only  Authonz  d  them  to  negotiate,  agree, 
«  a ^nd  con  Kthe  Conditions  of  a  Good  and  General  Peace,  agreeable  to  the  In- 
<■  Jrrrfts  of  all  and  each  of  the  AUies.    And  what  made  them  more  averfe,  was 

<  ^rSta&15  wkh  whkh  the  French  puhYd  them  to  fign  feparately  We 
'  are  luWd™ the  Eagernefs  of  the  French  Minifters  to  have  us  conclude  with 

<  theni  alone  when  fo  ma§ny  of  the  Allies  are,  in  a  Manner,  ready  to  ,oin  with  us 

<  .or  can  we  enough  apprehend  the  Conferences  at  Home  of  do jng  "done. 

Lord  JMinghokefo  who  fays  he  has  not  Sagacity  enough  to  find  the  Objeft  ions 
that  the  Plenipotentiaries  had  made  to  their  firft  full  Powers,  .for  their  Satista- 
dion  fe,fds  "Km  a  new  Commiffion  and  repeats  to  them ,  pcffitive Ord«  to  figu 
and  conclude  with  France  5  for  which  Purpofe  they  were  to  appoint  a  Day  "de- 
fire  them  to  be  ready  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  prefs  fuch  as  could  not  be  rea- 
dv  by  that  Day,  to  fix  fome  other  on  which  they  will  fign. 
Vthis  new  Commiffion,  his  Lordfhip  tells  them,  they  haveaPowe  -  a  before 
r  ttondi  conveniendicr,  the  Conditions  of  a  Good  and  General  Peace  which  is  no 
m  re  than  you  are  to  do  when  you  are  to  offer  jointly  with  the  Minifters  of  France, 
a  General  Plan  to  the  Allies.  _  r  , 

Tin  fe  Difficulties  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  made  my  X^  Treafurer,  who  ne- 
vei foM ^fexenhTrnfeff  whence  found  it.  absolutely  neceflary  think  it  high 
Time  to  interpofe  his  Authority  ;  and  accordingly  March  3  ifl,  NJ.(u)  wrote  to 
my  Lord  Strafford  in  this  Manner  *  '  I  muft  felicitate -your  Excel  ency  uporfi the 

*  Snccefs  of  all  your  Zeal,  and  the  true  Love  you  have  fhewn  to  yom  Qjieen, 
«  your  Country,  and  Kepofe  of  all  Europe.  v:«*k.««kt«f»h(i 

<  The  remaining  Danger  is,  leaft  we  fhould  fufTer  Ship-wreck  in  the  Sight  of  the 

*  Port  Th  Nation  here  Five  Hundred  to  one  for  Peace.  TheWarnours 
c  Tre  driven  from  their  Out-works,  the  laft  Retrenchment  they  have  is  Delay;  and 
«  I  muft  fay,  this  operates  much  here  :  The  Ferment  begins  to  wo  k  and  it  will 

*  be  impotable  to  a.  fwer  for  the  Turn  theHoufeof  Commons  will  take,»f  thefe 
!  Delay?  provoke  them  further.    They  all  feel  how  many  Hundred  Thoufand 

*  Pounds  this  needlefs  Protraction  cofts  them.    We  now  maintain  Forty  Nine 

<  Thoufand  endive   Men  by  Land    and  Thirty r  Thoufand w ithi  »  a  Tnfle,  by 

<  Sea.    In  the  mean  Time,  the  Merchants  lie  off,  and  will  not  come  into  Port 

■  the  Amufement  of  Stories  invented  by  the  F^n,andthe  Correfpondence  and 
«  Encouragement  that  Party  gives  to  their  Friends  w  hold  ont,  and  to  wait  for 

<  fome  unhappy  Accident  that  may  unravel  all  which  is  done  :  Add  to  this    the 

*  UHumou?  which  will  grow  in  Members,  by  being  kept  fo  long  in  Town  idle; 
y  and  in  one  Word,  all  that  has  been  unfettled  for  many  Day;,  is  not  worth 
«  one  Day^s  Charge  England  is  at  extraordinarily  by  this  Delay.     I  find  this  feems 

<  robe  the  prevailinn  univerfal  Opinion  here  ;  and  that  France  has  acquitted  her 

<  felf,  the  ol  S op"  snow  ItlJcht.'  But  this  Stop  did  not  now  remain  longj 
and  a  his  Lordfhip  never  yet  appeared  in  vain,  all  forth  er  ^a^atV- 
trecht  were  after  this  foon  removed.  April  theifi-iub,  my >  the  Treaties  ot 
Zi  Tnd  Commerce  between  Great  Bri  tL  and  a™"™*}™^^ 
and  three  in  the  Afternoon.  This  Example  was  follow  *hl*'™n\™*la 
lies,  who  came  dropping  in  one  after  anotl ler  :  And  laft  of  all *™*£*g  £ 
vain  to  holdout  any  longer,  the  Dutch  about  Midnight  fignd  then  Treaties  ot 
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Peace  and  Commerce  ;  and  the  Emperor  and  Empire  alone,  cliofc  rather  to  bear 
the  whole  Weight   of  the  War,  thin  fbbmit  to  is  and  d 

honourable  Terms  as  had  been  carv'd  out  tor  them  by  England  a  te. 

The  Peace  being  thus  fettled  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  ycur  Committee 
find,  from  the  Negotiation  which  remain'd  flill  to  becarry'd  on  with  Spain*  that 
the  Qjiccu's  Plenipotentiaries  did  fuller  a  Clank-  to  be  infer  ted  at  the  End  of  the 
lyh  Articleof  the  Peace  with  Spain,  whereby  they  gave  a  Pretence  to  t\\c Spani- 
ards to  claim  a  Right  to  fifh  at  Newfoundland. 

The  Words  of  the  Article  are  thefc :  Whereas  it  is  iufiflcd  on  the  Part  of  Spain, 
that  certain  Rights  of  Fijhing  at  the  Ijland  o/Ncwfuundland, &*/«»£  to  the  Guipufcoans, 
or  other  Subjetls  of  the  Cat holick  King \  Her  liritaniiick  Majefty  confents  and  agrees, 
that  all  fuel)  Privileges  as  the  Guipufcoans,  and  other  People  0/ Spain,  are  able  to  make 
Claim  to  by  Right,  {hall  be  allow  d   and  prefervd  to  them. 

This  Claim  of  the  Spaniards  is  contrary  to  the  nth  and  %th  Articles  of  the  Treaty 
made  with  that  Crown  by  Sir  William  Godolphin,  %th-i8th  July  1670.  whereby  it  is 
agreed,  'That  the  moll  Serene  King  of  Great  Britain,  His  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs, 
4  (hall,  have,  hold,  keep,  and  enjoy  for  ever,  with  plenary  Right  of  Sovereignty 
'  Dominion,  Poflcflion,  and  Property,  all  thole  Lands,  Regions,  IQands,  Colonies, 
4  and  Places  whatfbever,  being  orfeituated  in  the  Wef -Indies,  or  in  any  Part  of  A- 

*  merua  which  the  faid  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Subjects,  do  at  prefent  hold 

*  and  pofl'efs. 

4  And  that  the  Subjects  and  Inhabitants,  Merchants,  Captains,  Mailers  of  Ships,  Ma- 

*  riners  of  the  Kingdoms,  Provinces  and  Dominions  of  each  Confederate  refpective- 

*  ly ,  fhall  abilain  and  foibearto  fail  and  trade  in  the  Ports  and  Havens  which  have 

*  Fortifications,  Caftles,  Magazines,  or  Ware-Houfes.  and  in  all  other  Places  what- 
1  foever,  poflels'd  by  the  other  Party  in  theWtft  Indies-*  to  wit,  the  Subjects  of  the 
4  King  of  Great  Britain  fliall  not  fail  unto,  and  trade-  in  the  Havens  and  Places,  which 

*  theCatholkk  Kin*  holdeth  in  the  faid  Indies  ;  nor,  in  like  Manner,  (hall  the  Sub- 

*  jects  of  the  King  of  Spain  fail  unto,  or  trade  in  thofe  Places  which  are  pofTefs'd 

*  there  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Board  of  Trade  was  confulted  upon  the  Spaniards  claiming  a  Right  to 
fifh  at  Newfoundland,  foon  after  the  late  Peace,  and  returned  the  following  An- 
i'wer  to  Lord  Dartmouth, dated  June  the  i$th,  1712-13. 

4  That  in  Obedience  to  Her  Majefty's  Commands,  figuify'd  to  us  by  your  Lord- 

*  (hip's  of  the  ift  Inltant,  We  have  confidered  the  Extract:  of  a  Memorial  from  the 
'  Marquifs  de  Monteleon,  relating  to  a  Claim  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province 

*  of  Gutpufcoa,  to  fi(h  on  the  Coalt  of  Newfoundland;  and  thereupon  take  Leave  to 
'  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  we  have  difcours'd  with  fuch  Perfons  as  are  able  to  give 

*  us  Information  in  that  Matter;  and  we  find  that  fome  Spaniards  have  come  thither 

*  with  PafTes  from  Her  Majefty,  and  others  may  have  fifffd  there  privately ;  but 

*  never  any,  that  we  can  learn,  did  do  it  as  of  Right  belonging  to  them. 

By  the  Act  to  encourage  the  Trade  to  Newfoundland,  pafs'd  in  the  iorfeand  nth 
Years  of  His  late  Majefty,  when  we  were  in  Amity  and  Alliance  with  Spain,  it  is 
declar'd  and  enacted,  4  That  no  Alien  or  Stranger  whatfoever,  not  redding  within  the 
'  Kingdom  of  England,  Dominion  of  Walts,  or  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  fhall 
'  at  any  time  hereafter  take,  bait,  or  ufe  any  Sort  of  Trade,  or  Fifhing  whatfoever, 

in  Newfoundland,  or  in  any  of  the  Iflands  adjacent:  Purfuant  to  which  Act,  In- 
1  ftructions  have  been  given  every  Year  to  the  Commodores  of  the  Convoys,  to  pre- 

*  vent  Foreigners  coining  thither. 

The  Committee  find  themfelves  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for  the  Reafons  that  prerailM 
with  the  Miniflry  to  admit  the  Infertion  of  this  Article  ;  and  upon  this  Occalion 
they  think  themfelves  oblig'd  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  they  find  very  tew  Foot- 
Iteps  remaining  of  the  whole  Tranlactien,  relating  to  Commerce  with  Spain.  It 
appears,  that  the  Management  ot  it  was  entrufted  with  Mr.  GiRhghkm,  an  Irifl> 
Papift,  who  was  fent  thither  for  that  Purpcfe  •,  for  which  Realbu  Lord  Lexington, 
in  his  Letters  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  frequently  excufes  himfelf  for  not  writing  up- 
on that  Subject,  Mr.  Gillingham  giving  fuch  full  Accounts  of  the  Matter  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  no  one  Letter  from  Mr.  Gillingham  to  the  Secretaries  Office  can  be 
found  ;  and  the  Committee  are  indue'd  to  believe,  that  this  whole  Tranfaction  was 
carry'd  on  by  another  Way.  From  a  Letter  of  Lord  Lexington  to  Lot  J  Dartmouth  of 
January  the  Qf/j  1712.  O)  wherein  his  Lordfhip,  fpeaking  of  the  Bufinels  of  Cc 
merce,  fays,  '  Mr.  Gillingham  gives  an  Account  of  the  Steps  we  have  made,  fo  I 
4  dont  trouble  you  with  Them  again  i  knowing  that  what  goes  to  my  Lord  Treafurer, 
1  is  the  fame  as  to  your  felf.  From 
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From  this  Paflage  it  appears  evident  to  your  Committee,  that  a  Ccrrefpon- 
dence  was  carry'd  on  between  the  Eail  of  Oxford  and  Mr.  Giilingham,  in  relation 
to  our  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Spain.  But  for  want  of  the  Papers  which  pafs'd 
between  them  upon  this  Subject,  your  Committee  is  likewife  at  a  Lofs  to  find 
what  Motives  could  induce  the  Britifli  Miniftry  to  admit  fo  efiential  an  Alteration 
of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  fign'd  by  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries,  as  is  imde 
by  the  Three  Explanatory  Articles,  as  they  are  call'd,  which  are  added  to  the  faid 
Treaty,  and  are,  in  an  unprecedented  Manner,  inferted  in  the  Ratification  of  it  ; 
nothwithftanding  it  doth  not  appear,  they  had  ever  been  confentcd  to,  much  lefs 
fign'd,  by  any  of  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries;  amongft  other  very  material  Dif- 
advantages  to  which  thefe  Articles  fubjedt  our  Merchants,  your  Committee  is  in- 
form'd,  that,  by  Virtue  of  them,  Spain  does  aftaslly  at  this  Time  demand  of  our 
Merchants  Fourteen  per  Cent,  on  Account  of  Cientos,  Millones^  and  jilcavaias, 
over  and  above  Fifteen  per  Cent,  which  they  exact  for  other  Duties,  (No.  44.  J 
which  added  to  them,  amounts  to  no  lefs  than  Twenty  Nine  per  Cent,  whereas, 
'tis  notorious,  that,  during  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  11.  of  Spam,  the  whole  Du- 
ties exacted,,  and  paid  by  our  Merchants  for  all  Goods  imported  to  the  fcveral 
Ports  of  Spain,  computed  by  an  Avarage,  did  never  exceed  Ten  per  Cent,  but  ra- 
ther fell  fhortof  it-  By  what  Management  thefe  Articles  were  ratified,  and  how 
legal  and  warrantable  it  was  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to  Articles  fo  pernicious  in 
their  Contents,  and  fo  irregularly  offer'd,  your  Committee  muft  fubmit  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  gone  through  the  chief  Tranfaftions  relating  to 
the  Negotiations  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  proceed  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  wha: 
they  have  found  material  in  the  Papers  referr'd  to  them  concerning  the  Cata- 
lans. 

After  feveral  unfuccefsful  Attempts  by  the  Way  of  Portugal,  and  the  Defi^n 
upon  Cadiz.,  to  fettle  King  Charles  on  the  Throne  of  Spam ;  and  that  the  Con?'  de 
rate  Fleet  had  appear' d  before  Barcelona  in  1704.  without  the  defir'd  Succefs ;  Her 
Majefty,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  170J.  fent  Mr.  Crowe  asHer  Minifter  ro  Genoa, 
with  private  Inftruftions  which  are  here  annex'd?f x) (No  45-jto  the  following  fffcet: 
1  That  Her  Majefty  being  inform'd,  that  the  People  of  Catalonia  were  enclin'    to  caffc 

*  off  the  Yoke  impos'd  on  them  by  the  Ftenth ;  and  by  withdrawing  themlelves  from 
'  the  Power  of  the  Duke  of  Anjoii,   to  return  to  the  Obedience  of  the  Ho>  fe  of 

*  Jufiria,  was  defirous  to  maintain  and  improve  that  good  Difpofition  in  them  -,  and 

*  to  induce  them  to  put  the  fame  fpeedily  in  Execution,  had  made  Choice  of 
'  him  to  carry  on  fo  great  a  Work  for  the  Advantage  of  Her  Service,  and  the 

*  Good  of  the  Common  Caufe.  He  is  theiefore  order'd  to  repair  to  Genoa, 
4  Leghorn,  or  fuch  other  neutral  Country  or  Place,  as  he  fhould  judge  moft  proper, 
c  for  carrying  on  Her  Majefty's  Service  in  this  particular  ;  and  to  treat  with  the 

*  Catalans,  or  any  other  People  of  Spain,  about  their  coming  into  the  Intereft  of 
'  Charles  the  Third  of  Spain,  and  joining  with  Her  Majefty  and  Her  Allies.  For  that 
'  Purpofe  he  is  to  inform  himfelf,  wh,-.t  Number  of  Forces  they  will  raife,  and 
'  what  they  expert  fhall  be  fent  to  affift  them  :  If  any  of  the  Nobility  inlift  up- 

*  on  a  Sum  of  Money  to  be  advane'd  to  them,  he  muft  affure  them,  he  does  not 
1  doubt  but  he  fhall  be  impower'd  to  remit  to  them  whatfoever  is  neceffary  and 

*  reafonable  for  their  Support,  as  foon  as  they  are  actually  in  the  Field :  That  he 
4  fhall  give  the  Catalans,  or  other  Spaniards,  Aflurances   of  Her  Majefty's  utmoft 

*  Endeavours  to  procure  the  Eftablifhment  of  all  fuch  Rights  and  Immunities  as 
'  they  have  formerly  enjoy'd  under  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria :  That  She  has,  for  their 

*  further  Satisfaction,  fent  to  King  Charles  the  Third,  for  Powers  for  confirming 
'  the  fame  to  them;    and  that  She  is   willing,  if  they  inlift  on  it,  to  give  Her 

*  Guarranty  that  it  fhall  be  done. 

Mr.  Crowe  had  alfo  a  Commiffion  (y)  (No  46. )  of  the  f>.me  Date  with  his  Inftru- 
ctions,  to  treat  with  the  Catalans  upon  the  Terms  beforementioned,  upon  this 
exprefs  Condition  on  their  Side,  that  they  fhould  acknowledge,  and  receive 
King  Charles  as  lawful  King  of  Spain,  and  utterly  renounce  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. 

He  had  with  this,  credential  Letters,  (2.)  'No.  47.)  Sign'd  bv  the  Queen,  di-  crt- 
ed    to  the  Mobility,  Magiftrates,  and  all  Officers  Civil  and  Military,    of    c. 
Ionia,  defiring  them  to  depend  upon   the  Promifes  he  fhould  make  them  in  Her 
Name. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Peterborow,  and  Sir  Cloud '■///  Shovel,  by  their  Inftruclioni,9'-  ""**• 
N°.  (48).  dated  May  r.  1709.  are  likewife  order'd  to  life  their  Endeavours}  "('J** 
tp  induce  the  Catalans  to  join  with  them  in  their  Undertakings,  and  to  animate 
that  People  to  profecute  their  Liberty  with  more  Vigour ;  they  are  empow- 
ered to  allure  them  of  the  Queen's  Support,  and  to  promife  them  in  the  Queen's 
Name,  that  file  will  fecure  them  a  Confirmation  of  their  Rights  and  Privileges 
from  the  King  of  Spain,  that  they  may  be  fettled  on  a  Iafting  Foundation  to 
them  and  their  Pofterities.  But  left  Perfwafions  alone  fhould  not  prevail,  they 
are  ordered,  in  Cafe  the  Catalans  make  no  fuitable  Return  to  thefe  kind  Offers, 
to  annoy  the  Towns  on  the  Coaft  of  Spain,  and  to  reduce  them  by  force. 

In  Conformity  to  thefe  Inftruftions,  a  Declaration  was  drawn  here,  and  dc- 
liver'd  by  Mr.  Secretary  Plarley  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborow,  for  his  Lordfhip  to 
publifh  in  Spain,  full  of  Affurances  in  the  Queen's  Name,  of  Support,  and  of 
their  Liberties  on  the  one  hand,  and  Threats  on  the  other;  which  Declaration 
his  Lordfhip,  on  his  Arrival  in  Spain,  did  accordingly  publifh,  N°  (49). 

The  Succefs  of  that  Expedition  needs  not  be  here  particularly  mentlon'd. 
King  Charles,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Queen,  of  October  22.  1705.  gives  an  Ac- 
count of  them,  and  what  they  were  owing  to,  viz..  "  The  Affurances  of  your 
"  Majefty's  generous  Protection,  upon  which  my  Subjects  in  Catalonia  expofc 
"  their  Lives  and  Fortunes. 

No  Want  of  Fidelity  or  Zeal  for  the  Common  Caufe,  during  a  long  War, 
that  abounded  with  extraordinary  Turns  of  Fortune,  was  ever  objected  to 
thefe  People ;  on  the  contrary,  they  received  to  the  laft  the  Applaufes  of  the 
Allies,  and  Affurances  repeated  to  them  by  every  General  and  Minifter  that 
was  fent  from  Great  Britain  to  chat  Country,that  they  fhould  never  be  abaridon'd. 
When  the  Queen  enter'd  into  feparate  Meafures  of  Peace,  Lord  Lexington 
was  fent  Ambaffador  to  Spain,  at  which  time,  confidering  the  Circumftances 
of  King  Philip\  Affairs,  and  the  Obligations  he  had  then  received  from  the 
Queen,  the  Catalan  Privileges,  if  plainly  demanded  and  infilled  upon,  could 
not  have  been 'refufed,  and  without  it,  could  never  be  expected  to  be  granted 
to  a  People  fo  remarkably  zealous  for  the  Common  Caufe. 

But  his  Lordfhip's  Inftruftions,  N°  (foj,  inftead  of  directing  him  to  infift  £"'•  *°ik* 
upon  this,  as  a  Condition  of  the  Queen's  Coming  into  the  Peace,  order  hirti  x^'*u 
only  to  Reprefent  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  that  it  is  no  lefs  for  the  King's  Intereft, 
than  for  the  Queen's  Honour,  that  a  general  Amnefty  without  Exception  be 
granted  to  all  Spaniards  who  have  adher'd  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  to  the  Catalans,  with  regard  to  their  Perfons,  Eftates,  Digni- 
ties and  Privileges. 

Thefe  Inftru&ions,  tho'  very  defective,  were  not  complied  with  j   for  Lord  £«'•  &><>*> 
Lexington,  in  the  nth  Article  of  his  Paper,  which  is  call'd  Demands,  N°  f  f  i),     '*' s' 
deliver'd  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  upon  his  Arrival  there,  expreffes  himfelf  thus  j 
"  That  the  Queen  prays  his  Catholick  Majefty,  that  a  general  Amnefty  with- 
*'  out  Exception  be  granted  ,•  but  leaves  out  the  Words  in  his  Inftru&ions  with 
regard  to  their  Perfons,  Eftates,  Dignities  and  Privileges. 

The  King's  Anfwer  was,  M  That  the  General  Amnefty  relating  entirely  to  ^;-  7°f-\ 

"  the  General  Peace,  was  not  proper  for  the  prefent  Treaty;  and  therefore  he   "' ' ' 

"  leaves  it  to  be  then  treated  of  ■■,  that  his  Majefty  will  make  Ufe  of  his  great 

w  Clemency,  provided  the  Queen  will  contribute  to  the  Safety,  to  the  Repofe, 

"  and  to  the  Interefts  of  fo  many  faithful  Subjects,  who,  according  to  their 

•*  Duty,  had  followed  his  righteous  Caufe  in  Flanders,  and  in  all  the  Parts  of 

"  Italy  ;  and  that  an  exprefs  Article  be  inferted  in  the  Peace,  wherein  it  fhall 

"  be  declared,  That  all  Subjects  who  have  done  their  Duty,  by  adhering  to 

"  his  Catholick  Majefty,  fhall  be  eftablifh'd  in  their  Eftates  and  Honours,  of 

"  what  Nature  foever  they  be,  which  they  enjoyed  when  they  were  under  his 

"  Obedience  ;  and  that  they  may  mortgage,  exchange  or  fell,  at  their  Plea- 

"  fure ,  and  that  they  fhall  have  full  Liberty  to  continue  in  the  Service  of  their 

*c  King ;  and  that  neither  upon  this  Pretext,  or  any  other  whatfoever,  they 

"  fhall  receive  the  leaft  Prejudice,  or  the  lealt  Harm  in  their  Eftates  and 

"  Honours,  or  any  Moleftation  whatever ;  and  that  any  Municipal  Law  to  the 

*c  contrary  ('if  there  be  any  fuch)  fhall  be  made  void  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Lord  Lexington  tranfmits  this  Anfwer  to  England,  which,  tho*  containing  a 
dire<5t  Refufal  at  prefent  of  what  was  defired,  and  only  General  Affurances  of 
Clemency  from  the  King,  on  Conditions  that  could  not  poffibly  be  expe&td 
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Cat. Book,  to  be  complied  with  }  yet  his  Lordfhip  in  his  Letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  writes 

/.i J.        Word,  That  the  nth  Article  (which  is  this  about  the  Catalans)  was  agreed  to  , 

and  thinks  what  they  defireis  butjuftice  :  And  then  goes  on  ;    "  Thus,  My 

"  Lord,   I  have  finifli'd  my  Negotiation  in  the  beft  Manner  I  could,   and 

"  hope  it  will  be  to  her  Majefties  Satisfa&ion. 

U  Dart-       jvi0  Diffatisfaction  was  fhewn  by  the  Miniitry  in  England,  either  with  this 

mouth**    banner  of  Negotiating,  or  the  Fruirlefnefs  of  it,  but  he  is  ordered  to  proceed 

lTlcx-   hi  the  Bufinefs,  both  as  it  was  an  Act  of  Humanity,  which  every  one  to  the  ut- 

ington.     raoft  of  their  Power  ought  to  promote  ;  and  that  the  Intereft  of  the  King  of 

Cat.  Book,  Spain  was  moft  nearly  concern'd  by  that  Means  to  get  the  Germ.ms  out  of  the 

Lit  x    Country. 

ington'i  Hereupon  another  Memorial  for  an  Amnefiy  is  preiented,  the  Motive  us'd 
Memorial,  to  induce  the  King  to  grant  it,  is  his  own  Intereft,  and  to  remove  the  German*, 
Cat.  Book,  without  any  Notice  taken  of  the  Queen's  Honour  being  concern'd  in  the  Affair. 
£ll*  The  King  anfwer'd,  "  That  the  Catalans  had  deferved  little  from  him  ,•  that 

Do  "f.W"  they  were  now  reduc'd  to  a  fmall  Extent  of  Ground,  by  the  with-drawing 
" "  of  the  Troops  of  'Britain  and  Fortugal ;   that  his  Troops,  and  thofe  of  the 
'•  King  his  Grandfather,  were  entring  into  their  Country  by  three  feveral 
"  Ways  ,•  therefore  more  in  Complaifance  to  the  Queen,  than  for  the  Argii- 
"  ments  that  had  been  offer'd,  he  was  willing  to  grant  his  Pardon  to  thofe ■  Ca- 
"  talans,  who  acknowledging  his  Clemency,  and  repenting  them  of  their  Error, 
IC  fhould  fubmit  to  his  Dominion  and  Vaffalage,  within  a  Time  to  be prenxd. 
Do.  f.  33.      Count  Sinz.endorff,  in  theProje&for  Evacuating  Catalonia,  infilled  upon  the 
preferving  the  People  their  Privileges :  But  the  King  of  Spain  refus'd  it,  and 
would  only  grant  them  an  Amnefty  and  Pardon, 
t  No.($i)     Lord  Dartmouth,  in  his  Letters  both  to  the  Marquis  At  f  Monteleone,  and  Lord 
Do-  f'  37 '«  Lexington,  fays,  "  He  cannot  exprefs  the  Queen's  Surprize  to  hear,  that  the 
"  Privileges  of  the  Catalans  were  not  intended  to  be  preferved  to  them  by  the 
"  Court  of  Spain;    that  thofe  Privileges  were  neceffarily  ipcluded  in  the 
"  Meaning  of  a  General  Amnefty  already  granted ;  and  this  was  an  Affair 
"  wherein  the  Queen's  Honour  was  extremely  concern'd,  and  that  fhe  was 
"  obliged  by  Motives  of  Confcience  not  to  depart  from  it.     Lord  Lexington  is 
hereupon  order'd  to  infift  again  upon  it,  in  the  ftrongeft  Manner  imaginable  ; 
that  when  the  King  of  Spain  isconvinc'd  of  her  Majefty's  Steadinefs,  and  the 
Firmnefs  of  her  Refolution  to  adhere  to  this  Demand,  no  doubt  he  will  yield 
to  what  has  been  fo  folemnly  promis'd,  and  is  in  it  felf  fo  reasonable.     That 
the  Marquis  At  Monteleone,  being  reftrain'd  by  his  Instructions  from  treating  up- 
on this  Point,  the  Negotiating  of  it  muft  entirely  lie  upon  Lord  Lexington. 
Li  Lex-       Accordingly  his  Lordfhip  prefents  another  Memorial  for  a  general  Amnefty, 
D  shrew-  w'cn  tne  Confirmation  of  all  their  Privileges.     The  Amnefty,  he  fays,  was 
fbiiry,    "  granted,  but  the  Privileges  entirely  refufed,   and  in  fuch  a  pofitive  Stile  as  he 
Do.  /.49.  never  met  with,  but  in  demanding  a  Trad  of  Ground  about  Gibraltar. 
Ld  Lex-        In  another  Letter,fpeaking  of  the  many  denials  he  met  with  in  Spain,  he  fays," 
ingtonfo  "  Things  are  not  here  upon  the  fame  Foot  as  they  were  before  the  Sufpehfion, 
mouth""   "  ^or  tne  ^mS  t0^  me  tnek  Words?  We  know  that  the  Peace  is  as  neceffary 
D°Uf.  6t.  "  f°r  You  as  ^or  Us,  and  that  You  will  not  break  it  off  for  a  Trifle. 

It  may  feem  at  firft  fight  unaccountable  how  the  Queen's  Endeavours  could 
fail  of  Succefs,  when  fhe  declar'd  her  Confcience  v/as  concern'd  in  this  Mat- 
Do.  f.  67.  ter,  and  that,   tho'  She   defired  a  Peace,   She  would  not  act  inconfiftently 

with  Honour  and  Juftice  to  obtain  it. 
Ld  Dart-  The  firft  fatal  Step  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Catalans,  was  the  Orders  fent  Lord 
mouth  to  Lexington,  ("contrary  to  his  firft  Interactions,)  upon  his  arrival  at  Madrid  to  ac- 
L<f  Lex-  knowledge  Philip  as  King  of  Spain  in  a  private  Audience,  before  any  one 
£>f  /!*'$•  Article  of  Peace  or  Commerce  was  fettled  with  him,  which  put  him  in  a  Con- 
dition of  refufing  this,  and  whatever  elfe  he  fhould  think  fit. 

The  manner  how  Spain  gain'd  this  important  Point  appears  to  be  as  follows : 
Lord  Dartmouth  had  acquainted  Mr.  Pftor,  that  Lord  EeXingtm  was  not  to  ac- 
knowledge Philip  as  King  of  Spain,  till  he  had  agreed  to  the  Demands  his  Lord- 
fhip was  to  make  in  the  Queen's  Name. 

However  Lord  Dartmouth  thinks  it  convenient  the  Sentiments  of  the  French 
Court  fhould  be  known  upon  this  Matter  as  foon  as  poffible. 

This  Method  of  Proceeding  with  Spain  was  very  much  diflik'd  in  France,  and 
Mr.  Prior  writes  Lord  Dartmouth  a  very  elaborate  Letter,  full  of  Monfieur  Tor- 
y's 
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cy\  Reafons  to  induce  our  Miniftry  to  recede  from  that  Point,  and  concludes 
wich  this  remarkable  one.  "  That  the  whole  Treaty  being  Eventual,  this  Ac- 
"  knowledgment  of  Philip  as  King  of  Spain,  would  fall  as  the  other  Points,  un- 
"  lefs  the  Conditions  were  made  good,  and  the  Peace  agreed  and  ratified. 

Hereupon  Lord  Bolingbroke  determins  this  Matter  in  favour  of  Spain,  by 
imputing  the  former  Directions  to  Lord  Dartmouth's  rniftaking  the  Queen's 
meaning:  And  writes  Mr.  Prior  Word  that  he  was  equally  furpriz'd,  and  vexed 
to  find  by  the  uncouth  way  of  explaining  the  Queen's  Senfe,  that  Mr.  Prior 
had  been  led  to  imagine  it  was  intended  Lord  Lexington  fhould  make  any  diffi- 
culty of  acknowledging  the  King  of  Spain  as  fuch.  "  The  proceeding  this  way, 
"  by  acknowledging  the  King  in  the  firft  Place,  ,'fays  hisLordfhipJ  feemsnatu- 
"  ral,  civil,  and  unexceptionable,  but  any  other  Scheme  is  abfurd  and  incon- 
"  liitent  wich  all  the  reft  of  our  Proceedings,-  arid  then  concludes,  "  For  God's 
<c  ftke,  dear  Matt,  hide  the  Nakednefs  of  thy  Country,  and  give  the  beft  turn 
fc  thy  fertile  Brain  will  furnifh  thee  with,  to  the  Blunders  of  thy  Country- 
"  men,  who  are  not  much  better  Politicians  than  the  French  are  Poets. 

Lord  Dartmouth  it  feems  thought  fit  to  acquiefce,  and  the  fame  Day  that  this 
Letter  was  writ,  difpatch'd  Orders  to  Lord  Lexington,  to  acknowledge  King 
Philip  in  the  firft  Place,  notwithstanding  his  former  Inftrudionsto  the  contrary. 
But  to  return  to  the  Catalans.  Nor  did  the  Minifters  fhew  that  Zaai  for  the 
Queen's  Honour  as  might  be  expected,  but  plainly  gave-  this  Matter  up.  Dx  /.15T. 
1 ,01  d  Boiingbroke  in  his  Letter  to  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht, 
tells  them,  It  is  not  for  the  Intereft  of  England  to  preferve  the  Catalan  Liber- 
*.'  ties,  and  likewife  begs  leave  to  make  an  Obfervation  to  them,  that  the  Catalan 
"  Privileges  are  the  Power  of  the  Purfe  and  Sword  ,•  but  that  the  Gift  Hi  an 
"  Privileges,  which  the  King  of  Spain  will  give  them  (in  exchange  for  their 
"  Catalan)  are  the  Liberty  of  Trading,  and  reforting  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and 
"  a  Capacity  of  holding  thofe  beneficial  Employments  the  King  has  to  beftow 
"  in  America,  which,  fays  his  Lordfhip,  are  of  infinitely  greater  Value  to 
<c  thofe  who  intend  to  live  in  a  due  Subje&ion  to  Authority. 

Lord  Lexington  alfo,    inftead  of  fupporting  the  Catalan  Privileges,  treated.,, 
the  People  as  Rebels,  and  to  induce  Spain  to  make  Peace  with  Portugal,  puts  ingtorwo 
Monfieur  Orry  in  mind  of  the  neceffity  Spain  is  in  of  withdrawing  their  Troops  Mr.Oui. 
from  Andalufia,  in  order  to  end  the  Rebellion  of  the  Catalans.     N°  (7}.)  Do'  f'1  19' 

When  the  Convention  -[  was  fore'd  upon  the  Emperor  for  the  evacuating  Ca-  Tl>t  Con- 
talonia,  the  Imperial  Minifters  at  Utrecht  infifted  upon  the  preferving  by'  that  mention. 
Treaty  the  Privileges  of  Catalonia,   Majorca,  and  Ivies  $  but  France  and  herf^A  ?j 
Confederates  infifting,  that  that  Matter  fhould  be  referred  to  the  Peace,  the 
Imperial  Minifters  at  laft  acquiefe'd,  upon  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain's  decla- 
ring again,   "  That  fhe  would  interpofe  her  good  Offices  in  the  moft  effectual 
"  Manner  to  obtain  the  Privileges  of  Catalonia,  Majorca,  and  Ivica:'"   And 
the  French  King  engag'd  at  the  fame  time  to  join  his  Endeavours  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.     Hereupon  the  Negotiation  in  Spain  was  kept  up  till  our  Treaty  of  Peace  hi  Lex- 
with  that  Crown  was  ripe,  by  which  the  Catalan  Liberties  were  to  be  aban-  ington  to 
don'd.    This  Lord  Lexington  fign'd,  contenting  himfelf  with  protefting  againft  Li  ^"u 
that  Article  at  the  fame  Time  he  fign'd  it ;  as  he  had  writ  Word  before  he  in-  p0.  *  g7. 
ended  to  do,  and  that  therefore  the  Queen  was  entirely  at  liberty  to  reject  it.   &f.  75. 
Notwithftanding  the  King  of  Spain 's  former  refufal,   Lord  Lexington  is  again 
ire&ed  to  infift  upon  the  Catalan  Privileges,   and  is  again  told,   That  the  Do.  f.  6t 
>ueen  thought  her  felf  obliged  by  the  ftrongeft  Ties,  viz,,   thofe  of  Honour  &  ?y- 
nd  Conference,  to  infift  upon  it,  for  a  People  whom  the  Neceflity  of  the  War 
ad  obliged  her  to  draw  into  her  Intereft.     His  Lordfhip  had  fign'd  the  Treaty 
ith  Spam  before  thefe  Orders  to  prefent  another  Memorial  arrived. 
He  thereupon  acquaints  the  Marquis  of  Bedmar,  that  he  was  forry  he  was 
blig'd  to  do  any  thing  which  he  knew  was  againft  the  King's  Sentiments, 
but  having  receiv'd  exprefs  Orders,  he  muft  follow  his  Duty,  and  prefers 
the  following  Memorial. 

THE  under-written  Minifter  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  in  purfuance  ofDo.r  9I. 
the  ftrid  Orders  he  receiv'd  the  laft  Poft,  is  oblig'd  moft  humbly  to  re-  &>  9$. 
new  the  Inftances  he  has  fo  frequently  made  to  Your  Majefty,  in  favour  of  the 
Catalans  ;  The  Queen  orders  him  to  reprefent,  that  fhe  has  nothing  more  ac 
heart,  than  to  obtain  for  thofe  People  the  fame  Privileges  they  formerly  en- 

joy'd, 
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Toy*d  which  fhe  thinks  her  felf  oblig'd  to  do,  by  the  two  ftrongeft  Motive* 
that  are  poffible,  viz,.  Honour  and  Conference,  that  (he  may  not  leave  a  Na- 
tion which  the  Misfortune  of  War  obliged  her  to  draw  into  her  Intereft,  in 
a  worfe  Condition  than  fhe  found  them.  She  hopes,  that  after  all  the  Pains 
fhe  has  taken  for  procuring  a  folid  and  lafting  Peace  to  Europe,  Your  Majefty 
will  not  leave  her  with  the  Grief  of  having  been  the  Occafion  of  the  Lofs  of 
the  Privileges  of  that  People,  but  rather  that  in  regard  to  the  ftridt  Friendfiiip 
which  with  God's  Bleffing  is  fo  near  being  eftablifh'd  between  both  Your  Ma- 
jefties,  as  well  as  the  Union  fo  neceffary  to  the  Interefts  of  both  Nations ; 
Your  Majefty  will  not  make  any  Difficulty  any  longer  to  grant  this  Favour  to 
her  Majefty,  which  fhe  has  fo  much  at  heart. 

Do./,  ioj.     The  Marquis  de  Bedmars  Anfwer  to  this  Memorial  was,  That  this  Point 

about  the  Catalans  having  been  debated  in  the  Treaty  lately  concluded,  and 

fign'd  in  this  Court  by  his  Excellency  and  himfelf,  which  his  Excellency  will 

own,  and  may  be  pleas'd  to  acknowledge,  the  King  does  not  fee  that  any 

thing  further  is  to  be  done  in  the  Matter. 

U  Dart.     This  Treaty  was  fent  to  England,  and  ratified  by  the  Qieen.    Lord  Dart. 

mouth  to  mouth  fays  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  had  the  principal  fhare  in  the  Negotiation, 

Ld  Lex-   and  that  the  Article  of  the  Catalans  was  put  in  as  foft  Terms  as  was  confiftent 

dT °f  io7  witrj  the  Queen's  -Honour  to  allow. 

Do'f'.tti.     The  Terms  of  the  Treaty  are,  That  the  Catalans  (hall  have  the  fame  Privi- 
leges as  the  King's  beft  belov'd  Subjects  the  Caftilians  enjoy. 

When  ths  King  of  Spain  had  received  this  convincing  Proof  of  our  Mini- 
Li  Lex-  ftryVAttachment  to  his  Interefts,  and  that  the  beforemention'd  Ties  of  the 
Ld  D»ru  Queen's  Honour  and  Confcience  were  of  no  Force  with  them  when  oppofed 
mouth. "  to  his  Defires,  he  takes  a  further  Step,  and  directly  propofes  to  Lord  Lexington, 
Do.f.ny.  that  the  Queen  would  affift  him  with  Ships  to  block  up  Barcelona.     N°  (? 6). 
His  Lordfhip's  Anfwer  was,  That  he  was  afFraid  this  Propofal  would  meet 
with  this  Difficulty,  That  her  Majefty  would  be  very  unwilling  to  lend  her 
Ships  to  exterminate  a  People  that  had  taken  up  Arms  in  a  great  meafure  at  the 
Inftigation  of  her  Minifters  ,•  and  that  fhe  would  think  fhe  had  done  enough  to 
gratify  the  King,  in  not  infifting  upon  the  preferving  for  them  their  antient 
Liberties,  without  helping  to  deftroy  them.    But  the  Regard  the  Miniftry  had 
to  this  Requeft  of  the  King,  will  afterwards  appear. 

The  French  Ambaffador  and  the  Princefs  des  Urfins  propofed  to  Ld  Lexington, 
and  the  Night  before  he  left  Madrid,  the  King  fent  for  him,  and  engaged  him 
to  write  a  Letter,  concerted  with,  and  approved  by  the  King,  to  the  Regency 
Vo.f.i$9-  of  "Barcelona,  N°(fj)  advifing  them  to  fubmit  themfelvesto  their  King.  His 
Lordfhip  aflures  them  of  his  conftant  Endeavours  to  do  the  beft  he  could  for 
them  ;  that  God  had  not  permitted  him  to  do  more  than  he  had  done  :  That  if 
they  would  take  their  Refolutions  foon,  before  he  was  out  of  Spain,  he  would 
write  for  them  in  the  manner  they  fhould  defire  j  and  concludes  his  Letter  with 
new  Affurances  of  his  Concern  for  their  Interefts. 

To  make  this  appear  the  more  friendly  to  them,  he  tells  them,  he  had  en- 
trufted  the  Conful  at  Alicant  to  get  this  Letter  conveyed  to  them,  upon  fom© 
Pretence  or  other  ;  tho'  a  Duplicate  of  it  was  alfo  fent  to  the  Count  of  Lecbe- 
raine,  one  of  the  King  of  Spain's  General's  before  the  Town,  with  Direction 
to  have  it  fent  in  as  by  a  Deferter,  without  his  Knowledge.   N°  ( j8.) 

Mr.  Burch,  his  Lordfhip's  Secretary,  amongft  other  Reafons,  gives  this  for 
Mo-fil71'  the  writing  this  Letter  j  That  if  the  Catalans  had  a  mind  to  accommodate,  the 
Queen  would  have  the  Mediation  ;  and  if  they  had  not,  that  then  the  Court  of 
Spain  would  fee,that  her  Majefty  would  be  always  ready  to  ferve  them.  N'(^). 
But  this  Artifice  to  induce  the  Catalans  to  abandon  their  Defence  in  hopes 
of  his  Lordfhip's  good  Offices,  had  no  effect  upon  Men  determined  to  die  for 
the  Liberty  of  their  Country. 

Nothing  but  Force  could  extort  that  from  them ;  and  therefore  Sir  Patrick 
Qo.f.itf.Lawlefs,  in  September,  171;.  prefents  a  Memorial,  N°C6o.)  to  the  fame  effect 
with  what  was  propofed  the  Month  before  to  Lord  Lexington  in  Spain,  fetting 
forth  that  the  Catalans  and  Majorcans  had  not  fubmitted  themfelves  to  trie  King's' 
Obedience,  and  interrupted  all  Commerce  and  Correfpondence  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  fubmits  it  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Queen,  not  only  as 
Guarantee  of  the  Treaty  of  Evacuation,  but  as  it  concerned  the  Interefts  of 
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Great  Britain,  and  therefore  his  Catholick  Majefty  hopes  the  Queen  will  order  a 
Squadron  of  her  Ships  to  reduce  his  Subjeds  to  their  Obedience,  and  thereby  com- 
pleat  the  Tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Mediterranean  Commerce. 

As  foon  as  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  would  permit,  a  Fleet  is  accordingly  fitted  out 
for  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  James  Wtfiart,  whofe  firft  In- 
ftrudions  bea*r  Date  28  Feb.  and  the  Additional  18  March,  171^.  by  which  N°  Ditto  M. 
(61,  &  62.)  he  is  ordered  to  inforce  a  ftrid  Obfervance  of  the  Treaty  of  Evacuati-  "'  & 
on  in  all  its  Parts,  upon  any  Complaints  of  the  Queen's  Subjeds,  of  Interruptions 
of  Commerce,  or  Depredations  by  the  Veffels  of  Catalonia,  Majorca,  Sardinia,  Na- 
ples, and  other  Places,  to  demand  Restitution  ;  and  in  cafe  of  Refufal,  to  makeRe- 
prifals.  To  repair  with  the  Fleet  before  Barcelona,  then  befieged  by  the  Enemy,  and 
demand  immediate  Payment  of  the  Value  of  the  Queen's  Stores  in  the  Town,  or  a 
fufficient  Security  for  Payment  in  fome  reafonable  time.  To  take  care  to  time  his 
Arrival  before  the  Town,  according  to  the  Advices  from  Lord  BingUy,  then  de- 
figned  to  be  fent  to  Spain  ;  By  the  ftrongeft  Reprefentations  to  induce  the  Regency 
of  "Barcelona  to  accepc  of  the  Terms  that  fhall  be  obtained  for  them.  To  take  all  the 
neceffary  Meafures  purfuant  to  the  Queen's  Intentions  to  put  an  end  to  the  Confufi- 
ons  that  now  reign  in  thofe  Parts :  And  all  proper  Methods  of  Perfwafion  to  induce 
the  Inhabitants  of  Majorca  to  fubmit  to  the  Terms  that  fhall  be  offered  them  ;  and 
in  cafe  of  Refufal,  to  employ  his  Squadron  in  countenancing  and  affifting  all  At- 
tempts which  may  be  made  for  reducing  them  to  a  due  Obedience. 
Ic  may  not  be  improper  in  this  Place,  to  take  notice, 

\fi.  That  altho'  the  Queen  had  engaged  her  felf  by  the  Treaty  of  Evacuation,  to 
interpofe  her  good  Offices  in  the  moft  effectual  manner,  to  obtain  the  Catalans  their 
Liberties,  yet  inftead  thereof  the  moft  effectual  Methods  wereufed  to  the  contrary, 
and  Mr.  Trior  acquainted  Monfieur  Torcy,  that  the  Queen  was  affured  the  Catalans 
would  fubmit  upon  the  Terms  before  offered  by  the  King  of  Spain,  without  fo  much  Do.f.iit. 
as  mentioning  their  ancient  Privileges  any  more.    N°(6;.) 

idly.  That  the  French  King  who  had  put  himfelf  under  the  fame  Obligation  as Mr-  p^°r 
the  Queen,  by  the  faid  Treaty,  after  this  Account  from  Mr.  Prior,  of  the  Queen's  j^if"' 
Sentiments,  thought  fitalfonot  to  ask  for  their  Privileges;  Mr.  Torcy  alfo  alledging,  bioke. 
that  the  King  had  little  Intereft  with  the  Court  of  Spain.  Do.  f.in. 

%dly.  That  Britain  was  under  the  fame  Engagements  by  that  Treaty,  to  fupport  Treaty  of 
the  Privileges  of  Majorca,  as  thofe  of  Catalonia,  at  the  time  Sir  James  IVifoart  had  £vac"a"- 
dired  Orders  to  attack  them.  /^j-' 

qthly.  That  when  thefe  rigorous  Meafures  were  forming  againft  the  Catalans,ibeMarq. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  writes  word  to  Mr.  Trior,  '  That  by  what  we  obferve  in  the  Catalan  Dalmaffei 

*  Agent  here,  of  whom  we  have  never  taken  the  leaft  notice  as  a  publick  Man,  it  isDo-f-li9- 

*  pretty  plain  that  a  reafonable  Accommodation  might  be  made,  as  he  expreffes  it, 
'  with  thatTurbulent  People.  N"^.)  What  was  called  Turbulency  in  theCatahm, 
may  appear  by  their  Anfwer  to  the  Duke  otTopoli,  the  King  of  Spain's  General,  who 
fummoned  them  to  furrender.  They  told  him,they  would  die  rather  than  be  Slaves; 
but  if  their  antient  Liberties  were  confirmed  to  them,  they  would  open  their  Gates, 
and  receive  him  with  all  Gladnefs. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  exprefs'd  their  Concern  in  a  publick  Manner  for  the  Mife- 
ries  of  the  Catalans,  and  by  their  Addrefs  to  the  Queen,  April  ;,  1714.  made  it 
their  moft  humble  and  earneft  Requeft  to  her  Majefty,  '  That  She  would  be  gra- 
'  ctoofly  pleas'd  to  continue  her  lnterpofition  in  the  moft  preffing  manner,  that 
'  the  Catalans  may  have  the  full  Enjoyment  of  their  juft  and  ancient  Privileges 
'  continued  to  them. 

Her  Majefty 's  Anfwer  was,  c  That  at  the  time  fhe  concluded  her  Peace  with 
'  Spain, (he  refolved  to  ufe  her  lnterpofition  upon  every  occafion  for  obtaining  thofe 
c  Liberties,  and  to  prevent,  ifpoffible,  the  Misfortunes  to  which  that  People  are 

*  expofed  by  the  Conduct  of  thofe  more  nearly  concerned  to  help  them. 

Hereupon,  for  Form's  fake,  and  to  allay  the  Indignation  conceived  againft  the  D°-fW- 
Miniftry  by  the  People  in  general,  who  compaflSonated  the  Calamities  of  thofe 
who  fought  for  Libercy,  the  Demand  of  the  Catalan  Privileges  is  again  put  down  in 
Ld  Binglcy's  Inftrudions,  who  was  before  ordered  to  go  to  Spain,  but  was  never  fent. 

So  that  the  only  Favour  obtained  from  the  Miniftry  by  this  earneft  Addrefs  of^g^ 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  behalf  of  the  Catalans,  was  an  intimation  fent  by  Lord  Roling-  ijngbroke 
broke  to  the  Admiral,  not  to  appear  before  Barcelona,  nor  to  attack  the  Majorcans,  till  f„  Sir j»m. 
he  fhould  hear  from  Lord  "B'mgley,  and  receive  Diredions  from  England.  And  alfo  Wiihari. 
a  Letter  from  his  Lordfhip  to  Mr.  Grimaldo,  above  two  Months  atter  the  Addrefs,  ™-F-l9*' 
tho'  the  Town  <*  as  inverted  at  the  Time  of  making  it,  wherein  he  makes  a  kind  and  Do  fkil ,. 
frieadly  Complaint,  as  he  terras  it,  that  the  Catalan  Privileges  had  not  been  yet 

O  granted 
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granted  them,  nor  any  reafonable  Terms  offered,  which  they  muft  either  have  ac- 
cepted, or  forfeited  the  Queen's  Compaffion,  and  that  of  the  whole  World. 

The  Admiral  had  alio  his  Scruples,  whether  his  Orders,  couch'd  in  ambiguous 
Terms,  would  juftifie  him  in  attacking  Barcelona.  He  therefore  writes  to  Lord  Boling- 
Dittof.  £,-£,£(;  and  Lord  .B/»£/<7  upon  it,  and  fubmits  it  fbLord  B ingle fs  Confideration,  whe- 
ther  the  Catalans  might  not  refufe  Conditions  that  may  be  moft  advantagious,  if  they 
find  he  is  not  to  ad  by  Force ;  and  delires  that  his  Orders  to  aft  before  Barcelona,  either 
by  Force  or  otherwise,  may  be  very  plain  and  clear,  aflliring  him  that  he  will  moft 
punftually  obey  thofe  already  given  him,  and  fuch  as  he  fhall  hereafter  receive. 

When  Sir  JameslViJhart  arrived  at  Cadiz,,  he  gave  theGovernour  a  Liftof  the  Ships 
under  his  Command  for  the  Mediterranean  Service,  who  fent  it  immediately  to  Ma- 
Eo./.ipp.  drid ;  but  tho'  feveral  Meflages  came  from  Court  to  the  Governour  during  the  Admi- 
ral's ftay  there,  no  one  Compliment  was  made  him,  to  fignifie  his  Arrival  was  wel- 
come, or  any  Queftion  asked,  about  what  Services  he  was  to  perform,  which  a  little 
furprized  him  -,  that  asfoon  as  they  had  an  Account  at  Madrid,  of  his  Arrival  at  Cadiz,, 
Mr.  Orry  was  difpatch'd  toCata'oniaw'ith  full  Power  to  treat  with  the  Catalans  ;i~o  that, 
fays  he,  it  would  appear,  that  tho'  the  King  of  Spain  has  all  the  Advantage  of  the 
Queen  s  Ships,  as  much  as  if  they  were  aftually  before  Barcelona,  by  reprefenting 
to  thofe  People,  which  they  very  well  know,  our  Arrival  in  thele  Parts,  and  how 
far  we  are  on  our  way  to  the  Mediterranean,  yet  the  King  would  not  feem  to  owe 
the  Succefs  of  fuch  Agreement  to  the  Queen  and  her  Ships,  but  to  France  only. 

But  this  Negotiation  of  Mr-  Orry  failing  of  Succefs,  by  the  Catalans  refufing  to 
fubmit  without  having  their  Liberties  granted  them,  obliged  the  Court  of  Spain  to 
take  more  Notice  than  otherwife  they  were  inclined  to  do  of  the  Admiral,  who 
from  Alicant  writes  to  Lord  Bingley,  then  expefted  at  Madrid,  That  he  had  received 
Th.  /.ioj.  a  very  civil  Letter  from  Mr.  Grimaldo,  who  fent  him  the  King's  Order  for  exempt- 
ing the  Provifions  for  the  Fleet  from  paying  any  Duty,  He  tells  him,  that  this  Ex- 
emption was  ufually  granted  to  the  Admiral  himfelf  that  commanded,  but  being  a 
Trifle,  he  fubmits  it  to  his  Lordfhip's  better  Judgment,  whether  the  granting  him 
this,  might  not  be  a  means  to  prevent  any  Thing,  that  might  be  intended  by  the 
Court  at  Madrid  more  to  his  Advantage,  and  leaves  it  to  his  Lordfhip's  Confidera- 
tion what  may  be  moft  for  h\=  Intereft  at  that  Place  ;  and  hop*  by  his  Friendfhip 
to  find  fome  Marks  of  Favour  from  thence,  in  regard  to  his  Expence  in  this  Expe- 
dition, fo  much  intended  for  their  Service,  and  for  which  he  has  no  allowance 
from  home  but  his  Pay,  which  will  not  defray  half  his  Charges.    N°  (6f.) 

In  another  Letter  of  Sir  James  Wifiart  to  Lord  Bingley,  he  acquaints  his  Lordfhip, 
that  tho'  he  had  formerly  defired  him  to  move  the  King  of  Spain,  that  the  Grant 
of  Exemption  of  Duties  for  Provifions  for  the  Fleet  might  be  made  to  himfelf,  yet  upon 
farther  Confideration  of  the  Matter,  which  is  but  of  fmall  Moment,  and  may  ap- 
pear greater  at  the  Court  of  Spain  and  England  than  really  it  is,  he  defires  his  Ex- 
cellency, not  to  take  any  Notice  of  it,  but  let  it  ftand  as  it  does  •,  and  defires  his 
Bo./.ioj.Excellency'j  Countenance  and  Affiftance  upon  any  other  Occafion  that  the  Court 
of  Madrid  might  take  to  exprefs  their  good  Will  to  him.  N°  (66.)  Nor  was  it  long 
before  the  Admiral  gave  the  Court  of  Spain  more  particular  Proofs  that  he  was  not 
unworthy  of  their  expefted  Favours. 

After  Barcelona  had  been  invefted  a  confiderable  Time  by  the  Spaniards,  and  redu- 
ced to  great  Difficulties  for  want  of  Provifions,  the  French  King,  tho'  engaged  with 
the  Queen  by  the  Treaty  of  Evacuation,  to  employ  his  good  Offices  in  the  moft 
effeftual  manner,  in  favour  of  the  Catalan  Liberties,  thought  fit  to  fend  his  Troops 
againft  them,  commanded  by  Marfhal  Berwick,  who  opened  the  Trenches^before 
Barcelona  the  firft  of  July,  O.  S.  1714.  And  on  the  Eighth  of  the  fame  Month, 
Sir  James  fVijhart,  in  the  Queen's  Name,  writ  them  a  threatning  Letter,  N°  (67) 
f- 115-  direfted  to  the  Deputies,  and  others  who  poffefs'd  the  Government  there,  telling 
them,  that  Complaints  had  been  made  of  their  difturbing  the  Commerce  of  the 
Queen's  Subjects,  and  that  they  had  infolently  prefumed  to  take,  carry  up,  and 
plunder  their  Ships,  and  ufed  the  Men  in  a  barbarous  manner ;  he  had  therefore 
thought  fit  to  fend  Captain  Gordon  with  two  Men  of  War,  to  reprefent  to  them  thefe 
unwarrantable  and  prefumptuous  Proceedings,  and  by  the  Queen's  Command  de- 
mands immediate  Satisfaction  for  the  fame,  and  the  Punifhment  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Ships  with  the  utmoft  Severity.  If  this  be  not  punftually  complied  with,  he 
leavesit  to  themfelves  to  judge  what  the  Confequences  may  be. 

The  Deputies  returned  Anfwer,  N°  (68)   that  only  one  of  thofe  VefTels  men- 
*•  ir&  tioned  in  Captain  Gordon's  Memorial,    was  taken  by  them  into  Barcelona,    being  la- 
den with  Salt,  for  which  they  paid  the  Price  immediately  to  the  Captain  of  it  y 
*  that  being  befieged,  they  thought  they  might  do  fo  with  Juftice,  and  by  the 

if 
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Law  of  Nations;  that  they  were  far  from  living  like  Pirates,   as  their  Enemies 
'  fuggefted  in  order  to  diftrefs  them,  by  preventing  any  ones  coming  with  Provi- 
lions  for  their  Relief;  that  what  Etigfifli  VcffLIs  had  cntred  their  Port  with  Provi- 
'  lions,  had  been  well  treated,  and  had  freely  fold  their  Merchandize,    and  at  a 
higher  Price  than  they  Cf«uid  have  got  any  where  elfe  ;  that  they  had  paid  them 
4  with  their  heft  fort  ol  Money,  and  to  all  their  Satisfactions;    that  they  had  that 
:  Day  publifhed  an  Order    forbidding  upon  Pain  of  Death  any  of  their  Ships  to 
moleft  any  En^lifl),  evt  n  tho'  they  were  going  with  Provifion  to  the  Enemy. 
'  They  hope  his  Excellency  will  be  fatisficd  with  their  Conduct,    which  is  con- 
formable to  the  Rights  of  People  that  are  befieged  ;  alluring  him,  that  when  they 
fhall  know  of  any  of  their  Ships,  either  with  Commiffion,  or  without,  thatfhall 
hate  caufed  the  leaft  Damage  to  any  Englifl),  they  will  not  only  immediately  in- 
flict a  rigorous  Punifliment,  but  repair  all  the  Damage,  defiring  to  live  in  the  goo  J 
Correfpondence  they  have  had  with  his  noble  and  generous  Nation,    with  the  ut- 
moft  Deference  for  the  Queen,   and  ready  to  obey  his  Excellencies  Orders  with 
all  Affection  and  Refpedt. 

The  Government  of  Barcelona,  in  their  Extremity  writ  another  Letter  to  the  Ad-  f'  1JJ' 
miral,  dated  July  23,  N°  (69)  fetting  forth,  '  That  his  Excellency  very  well 
knew  that  the  Engagement  Catalonia  entred  into  to  receive  Charles  the  Third  for 
their  King,  w  is  tuunded  on  the  Protection  of  the  High  Allies,  but  moft  particu- 
larly of  England,  without  which  they  were  not  capable  of  undertaking  fo  great  an 
Enterprize.  That  they  had  for  feven  Years  together  endeavoured  to  fcrvc  the 
Englifh  Nation  in  every  Thing  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  do,  by  contributing 
Troops  and  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  without  Intereft.  And  tho'  they  had 
pleafed  themfelves  with  the  Thoughts  of  the  Happinefs  to  be  always  Subjects  of 
Charles  III.  yet  by  the  ordinary  Change  to  which  Human  Affairs  are  liable,  they 
now  fee  the  Troops  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou  aided  by  the  French,  Mailers  of  all  the 
Principalis  except  Barcelona  and  Cardona,  committing  through  the  whole  the  moft 
execrable  Hoftilities,  Burnings  and  Plunderings,  without  (paring  the  Effufion  of 
innocent  Blood,  and  without  Diftinction  of  Age  or  Sex. 
*  That  for  a  Year  together  the  Enemies  Army  had  oppreffed  Barcelona  by  Sea  and 
Land,  making  them  continually  fuffer  the  Calamity  offo  long  a  Blocade  \  during 
which  Time  the  Enemies  have  thrown  Fourteen  Thoufand  Bombs  into  the  Town, 
which  have  ruined  the  greateft  part  of  the  Houies  j  that  now  they  expect  to  be  at- 
tacked in  Form,  and  that  in  Twenty  four  Hours  the  Town  will  be  batter'd  in 
Breach.  They  cannot  exprefs  their  Affliction,  to  fee  the  Danger  of  the  Inhabitants 
expofed  to  be  the  Victims  of  that  Cruelty  with  which  the  Enemy  threatens  to  treat 
them.  Having  no  Comfort  left,  they  fly  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  befeech- 
ing  Her  Protection  by  the  inclofed  Letter  to  Don  Dalmafes,  their  Envoy  at  Lon- 
don ;  and  in  the  mean  Time,  till  an  Anfwer  can  come,  they  befeech  his  Excellency 
from  their  Souls  to  mediate  with  the  French  Troops  who  oppreft  them,  for  a  Suf- 
penfion  of  Arms,  fiace  theCongrefs  at  Badm  now  fitting  to  conclude  of  a  General 
Peace,  may  ftill  determine  this  Affair  j  they  doubt  not  that  his  Mediation  will  be 
able  to  procure  them  this  Relief,  fince  his  Squadron  is  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Ene- 
my .  They  fee  no  other  Remedy  in  Nature  for  their  Misfortunes,  and  therefore 
hope  his  Excellency  will  not  refufe  them,  that  if  Catatonia,  has  merited  any  Thing 
by  its  Services,  and  by  its  Conjunction  with  the  Englijh  Nation,  this  is  the  Time 
to  receive  the  Fruits  of  it ;  that  it  is  worthy  of  his  Excellency  to  comfort  the 
Afflicted,  and  not  to  deny  them  this  Favour  in  their  great  Neceffity. 
How  the  Admiral  was  affected  with  this  Letter  may  appear  by  one  of  his  to  Lord 
Bingley, dated  Aug.  7.  N°  (70),  wherein  he  acquaints  him0  '  That  Mc.Grimaldo  had  r  Zl  ^ 
fignified  to  him  from  the  King  of  Sp.iin,  that  all  the  King's  Ships  of  War  beiog 
employ'd  before  Barcelona,  hii  Majefty  could  not  fend  any  of  them  to  meet  his 
Flota  then  coming  home  ;  and  therefore  defired  the  Admiral  to  fend  three  of  his 
upon  that  Service",  which  was  accordingly  complied  with.  Of  this  he  had  acquain- 
ed  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  hoped  to  meet  with  herMajelty's  Approbation. 

The  C<j<vj/.»«  thus  abandon'd,  and  given  up  to  their  Enemies,  contrary  to  Faith  and 
Honour,  were  not  however  wanting  to  their  own  Defence,  but  appealing  to  Heaven, 
and  hanging  up  at  the  High  Altar  the  Queen's  folemn  Declaration  to  protect  them, 
underwent  the  utmoft  Miferies  of  a  Siege,  during  which,  what  Multitudes  perifhed 
by  Famine  and  the  Sword  ?  how  many  have  fince  been  executed  ?  and  how  many  Per- 
fons  of  Figure  are  ftill  difperfed  about  the  Spani-jii  Dominions  in  Dungeons,  is  too 
well  known  to  needajsy  Relation. 

It  is  hoped  however,  that  the  Calamities  of  the  Catalans,    will  not  be  imputed  to 
Gnat  Britain  in  general,  abufed  by  the  Miniftry,   with  repeated  Affurances,  that, 
every  thing  was  doingfor  the  Prclcrvaticn  of  that  unfortunate  People.  1  he 
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The  Committee  find  frequent  Notices  and  Mention  made  of  the  Abbot  Gaultier,  who, 
altho'  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  publick  Chara&er,  refided  in  England  during  the 
greateft  part  of  this  Negotiation,  and  upon  extraordinary  Occafions,  was  very  often  fent 
backward  and  forward. 

But  the  Share  that  he  had  in  the  more  publick  Tranfaclions,  was  not  his  only  Bufinefs. 
It  is  evident,  that  fome  Negotiations,  which  required  more  than  ordinary  Privacy,  were 
verbally  tranfa&ed,  and  upon  all  (uch  Occafions,  Abbot  Gaultier  was  the  Perfon  to  whom 
the  French  and  Englifij  Minifters  mutually  referr'd  each  other. 

And  as  of  Neceffity  nothing  could  be  a  greater  Secret  than  all  Matters  relating  to  the 
Pretender,  this  Province  was  particularly  allotted  to  Abbot  Gaultier,  that  thro'  his  Hands, 
and  under  his  Conveyance,  by  French  Couriers  going  continually  betwixt  France  and  Eng- 
land, fuch  Practices  might  be  carried  on  with  great  Safety,  which  in  any  other  manner 
had  been  too  dangerous  an  Undertaking. 

The  firft  Time  that  any  fecret  Negotiation  is  exprefly  referr'd  to  Abbot  Gaultier,  is 
found  in  a  Letter  already  taken  Notice  of,  where  Mr.  St.  John,  March  4.  i7f|.  tells  Mr. 
Torcy,  '  He  had  deferr'd  writing  to  him  of  late,  till  he  might  write  with  Certainty,  till 

*  the  necefTary  Difpofitions  were  made  among  our  People  at  home,  and  till  the  Queen 
4  had  taken  the  only  Refolution  which  could  bring  us  in  a  fliort  time  to  a  good  and  folid 
'  Peace.     I  have  now  the  Satisfaction  to  tell  you,  that  this  Refolution  is  taken,  and  that 

*  Mr.  Harley  will  carry  with  him  this  Night,  or  to  Morrow- Morning,  the  final  Inftru- 
k  ftions  of  the  Queen  to  her  Plenipotentiaries.    I  refer  my  felf  to  Mr.  Gaultier,  to  explain 

*  to  you  more  at  large  the  Subjeft  of  this  Gentleman's  Commifiion,  and  what  the  Queen 

*  hopes  his  molt  Chriftian  Majefty  will  do  to  co-operate  with  her. 

This  Committee  having  obferved,  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Report,  that  feveral  Letters 
and  Papers  are  wanting,  which  by  the  Orcumftances  of  Time  and  Matters  then  depend- 
ing, appear  to  be  of  Moment  and  Conrequence  :  It  is  not  to  be  expetted,  that  thofe  who 
have  been  fo  careful  to  fupprefs  Matters  of  lefs  Importance,  would  leave  behind  them  any 
Tranfa&ions  that  might  tend  openly  and  direttly  to  favour  and  fupport  the  Caufe  of  the 
Pretender.  , 

But  as  the  Committee  has  obferv'd  feveral  Pafiages  which  are  a  plain  Indication  of  the 
Tendernefs  and  Regard  with  which  the  Caufe  and  Perfon  of  the  Pretender  were  treated, 
as  often  as  mention'd  ;  They  have  thought  fit  to  bring  them  together,  and  lay  them  be- 
fore the  Houfe  in  one  View. 
Vol.  8.  There  is  a  Paper  that  was  left  in  Lord  Bolingbrokc's  Clofet,  dated  at  Ver) 'ailles,  the  i^th 
fol.  24.  of  September,  171  i.endors'd,  as  other  Office-Papers  ufually  are.  It  gives  an  Account, 
that  the  Pope's  Nuntio  had  in  hislaft  Audience  of  the  King  made  the  following  Declaration. 

*  The  Court  of  Rome  being  fully  inform'd,  that  France  was  endeavouring  ro  procure  a 

*  Peace  upon  the  moftadvantagious  Terms  that  was  pollible,  and  being  perlwaded,  that  if 
c  the  Peace  fhould  be  made,  England  would  not  fuffer  that  the  King  of  France  fhould  per- 

*  mit  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  continue  in  his  Realms ;  the  Cwurt  of  Rome  offers  to  the 
4  King  of  France  to  give  this  Prince  an  Asylum  at  Romey  or  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Eccle- 
'  fuftick  Dominions. 

Vol.  3 .  To  which  the  King  of  France  return'd  in  anfwer,  *  That  an  Azjylum  far  the  Prince  of 
'  Wales  would  be  no  Obftacle  to  the  Peace.  That  if  the  Allies  did  truly  defign  to  make 
4  a  Peace,  he  would  accept  of  any  reafonable  Propofitions  they  fhould  make  j  and  in  this 

*  Cafe  an  Article  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  be  inferted  in  the  Treaty. 

'June  7.  1 712.  The  Bifhop  of  Brifiol  giving  an  Account  to  Lord  Bolingbrokc  of  fome  Dif- 
courfe  he  had  with  fome  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies,  fays,  '  Mon fieu r  Contbruck,  one  of 

*  the  Emperor's  Plenipotentiaries,  kept  alfo  within  the  Terms  of  Decency,  fave  only  that 
'  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  one  great  End  of  all  this  Management  on  our  parr,  was  to 
'  bring  in  the  Pretender ;  which  Apprehenfion  one  of  the  Minifters  of  the  States  lately 
4  own'd  in  private  Difcourfe,to  have  been  the  fundamental  Reafon  of  all  their  Conduft  of  late. 

Itcannot  be  forgot  what  great  Strefs  and  Weight  was  laid  upon  the  Removal  of  the  Pre- 
tender out  of  the  Dominions  of  France.  This  was  what  all  the  Nation  with  great  Juftice 
expe&ed,  and  what  the  Queen  declared  was  taken  Care  of,  as  an  additional  Security  to  the 
Proteftant  Succeflion. 

But  his  removing  out  of  France,  and  being  permitted  to  refide  in  Lorrain,  was  not  only 
a  great  Surprize  to  all  the  Nation,  but  was  received  with  fuch  juft  Indignation,  that  the 
Parliament  addrefs'd  the  Qjeen  upon  this  Occafion,  *  That  fhe  would  infift  upon  his  Re- 
4  moval  from  Lorrain,  that  Refidence  being  equally  or  more  dangerous  to  Great  Britain^ 

*  than  his  Abode  in  France'.  Her  Majefty  *s  Anfwer,  That  fix  would  repeat  her  Inftances, 
occafion 'd  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a  becoming  Refentment,  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  fhould 
prefume  to  receive  and  entertain  the  Pretender  to  her  Majefty 's  Crown,  in  Defiance  to  her 
Majefty  s  Application  to  the  contrary.  But  it  will  now  appear  in  what  Manner  the  Re- 
moval of  the  Pretender  out  of  France  was  tranfacfed  and  fettled,  and  that  his  refiding  in 
Lorrain  was  not  only  with  the  Approbation,  but  even  by  the  Direction  and  Appointment 
of  the  Englijb  Miniftry.  Mr.  St.  John,  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  de  Torcy,  of  the  z\th  of  May, 
1712.  0.  S.  when  he  fent  him  over  the  Conditions  upon  which  her  Majefty  would  make 
thofe  Important  and  Decifive  Declarations  to  Parliament,  concludes  that  Letter  with  fay- 
ing, '  He  hopes,  that,  with  the  general  Repofe  we  fhall  fee  reviv'd  in  a  few  Weeks,  a  good 
'  Underftanding  between  two  Nations,  which  may  become  to  each  other  the  moft 
4  uleful  Friends,  for  the  fame  Reafons  they  have  been  the  moft  formidable  Enemies.  The 
4  Queen  commands  me  to  tell  you,  tint  fhe  hopes  when  you  fend  an  Anfwer  to  this  Letter, 

*  we  fhall  have  an  Account  that  the  Chevalier  had  begun  his  Journey.  In 
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In  Anfwer  to  this,Monfier  de  tony  fays  to  my  Lord  BoUnglrolc,(*y  You  may  af- 

'  fure  the  ( >ucen  that  the  Chevalier  is  ready  to  depart  at  a  Moment*  Warning,  if 

'  he  did  ht     ;now  where  he  was  ro  go,  and  in  what  Place  he  might  be  in  Safety. 

'  T  own  n    >  oui  that  I  know  no  Prince  who  is  willing  to  receive  him,  for  Fear  of 

aiing  the  Queen,  or  other  Powers ;  it  will  be  abfolutcly  ncceffary,  that 

Id  be  fome  Explanation  upon  this  Subject,  which  I  defire  you  to  make 

*  to  me  by  the  Abbot  Gualtitr,  if  you  do  not  judge  it  proper  to  do  it   your  fclf. 

Mr.  $t.  John  on  the  6th  of  June,  1712.  O.  5.  writes  a  publick  Letter  (a)  in  an- 
fw:-r  to  the  fcveral  Points  contain'd  in  Monlieur  de  torcj's  laft  Letter  ;  but  in  that- 
Letter  takes  no  Notice  at  all  of  the  Chevalier. 

But  rhe  Day  after,  June  the  7th,  171 2.  fie  writes  a  private  Letter,  as  he  calls 
it  him  (elf,  to  Monfieur  tie  Tory,  and  concludes  it  with  faying,  'The  Abbot  Gual- 
1  tier  will  write  to  you  upon  the  Subject  of  the  Chevalier(£). 

The  Committee  oblerve,  there  are  two  Copies  of  this  private  Letter,  One  de- 
r'd  by  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  the  Other  cntred  in  Lord  Strafford's  Book  :  And 
he  Copy  of  this  Letter  given  in  by  Lord  Bolingbroke,  this  Paffage,  That 
Ab  ot  Gualthr  fhall  write  about  the  Chevalier,  is  omitted  by  his  Lordfhip. 

On  the  22tl  of  June,  1712.  N.  S.  Monf  dc  liny  writes  Two  Letters  (Oto  my 
Lord  Bolingbroke.  In  the  Publick  Letter  nothing  is  Laid  of  the  Pretender  ;  the  Pri- 
vate Letter  concludes  with  faying,  '  I  have  the  Honour  to  fend  you  a  Letter  un- 
'  der  the  King's  Hand,  for  Her  Britannick  Majefty  ;  and  I  refer  you  to  what  the 
'  Abbot  Gualticr  fhall  fay  to  you,  about  the  Departure  of  the  Chevalier. 

On  the  21ft  of  Augutt,  1712.  Lord  Bolingbroke  being  then  in  France  to  give  the 
fiiiifhing  Stroke  to  all  Matters  of  Confequence  that  were  undetermin'd,  («')  in  his 
Difpatch  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  giving  an  Account  of  his  Proceedings  at  the 
Court  of  France,  fays,  The  Chevalier  has  nxd  his  Departure  for  the  Firlt  of  next 
Month,  N.  S.  They  propofe  that  he  fhall  retire  to  Bar,  and  they  intend  to 
write  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain  to  ask  of  the  Emperor,  and  other  Princes,  a  Security 
for  his  Perfon,  during  his  Refidence  in  that  Place. 

But  on  the  28th  of  December,  1712.  N.  S.  it  appears,  («)  that  the  Chevalier  was 
Hill  in  France,  upon  which  Account  Mr.  Trior  writes  thus  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

*  Another  Point  upon  which  this  Court  is  very  folicitous,  is,  That  the  Chevalier- 
'remaining in  any  Town  of  France obftructs  the  Signing  the  Peace  ;  vet  he  can- 
'  not  go  to  Lorain  till  the  Emperor's  Palfports  will  fecure  him  there.  Your  Lord- 
'  (hip,  by  the  Perufal  of  the  Papers,  will  fee  the  State  of  that  Cafe  ;  and  1  have 
'  only  to  add  upon  this  Subject,  that  the  Court  of  France  ex preffes  an  Impoffibili- 
'  ty  on  their  Side,  to  do  more  than  they  have  done,  and  hopes  we  fhould  have 
1  Intereft  enough  with  the  Emperor,  to  obtain  fuch  Paffports  from  Him,  as  may 
'  fecure,  as  well  the  Perfon  who  is  to  go  into  Lorain,  as  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  who 
'  is  to  receive  him. 

Mr.  Prior  on  the  29th,  writes  to  the  fame  Effect  (/)  to  my  Lar&Treafurer,  and 
fiys,  '  The  Monarch  is  a  good  deal  troubled  upon  this  Head  ,  left  the  Y'oung 
'  Man  fhould  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Huffj.rs  or  Barbarians.  And  Monf.  D'Au- 
'  ment  has,  I  prefume,  Orders  to  fpeak  to  our  Miniftry  upon  it. 

'As  to  the  Dowry,  I  fhall  not  only  be  dunn'd  to  Death,  bur  hang'd  ;  for  the 
'  Dowager  fends  Meffengers  to  me,  which  you  in  England  do  not  think  it  ex- 
c  tremely  lawful  to  receive  :  But  if  it  is  to  be  paid,  pray  let  it  be  done  in  an 
'  handfome  Manner,  that  may  fhew  the  Charity  of  the  Queen,  and  tiie  Genero- 
'  flty  of  Her  Lord-treafunr. 

The  Papers  referr'd  to  in  Mr.  Priors  Letter,  contain  an  Account  of  what  the 
Duke  of  Lorain  had  done  at  the  Defire  of  the  King  of  France,  to  obtain  from  the 
Allies  the  neceffary  Safeguards  for  the  Chevalier.  He  fays,  (g)  that  understanding 
that  the  Queen  of  Great- Britain  had  already  granted  Her  Safeguard  or  Protection 
to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George ,  He  believ'd  they  had  no  more  to  do,  but  to  apply 
to  the  Emperor,  and  to  the  States-General. 

By  this  Account  it  is  evident,  that  Abbot  Gualticr  was  the  Perfon  cntrufted  to 
Manage  the  Affairs  of  the  Pretender,  with  whom  fuch  Practices  were  Verbally 
to  be  tranfacted  as  our  Miniftry  did  not  think  proper  ro  commit  ro  Writing.  Ic 
appears,  that  the  Place  to  which  he  was  to  go,  becanfc  no  body  would  receive 
him  at  the  hazard  of  the  Queen's  Difpleafure,  and  where  he  might  remain  in 
Safety,  was  to  be  prefcrib'd  from  England..  Thar  rhi;  was  nor  fix'd  and  dercrmmM 
ti'.l  Lord  Bolingbrooke  went  into  France.  And  if  his  Lordfhip's  Instructions  are 
confider'd,  it  will  be  hard  to  find  in  them  any  thing  ot  that  Importance  and 

"(*■)  June  i".    (a)  Vol.  8.  I.370.    (b)  Ditto  £374.    (c)  Vol  8.  f'434.    (d)  Vol  8.  £  48-.    (f)Vol.  9. 
£445.        (J)  Vol.  9-  f-  493-        U)  Vo!-  9-  t.  485-  P  cr^  ' 
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crecy,  as  to  require  his  going  in  Perfon  to  fettle  it.  His  Lordfhip  gives  an  Ac- 
Count  from  thence,  that  the  Pretender  was  to  go  to  Bar,  and  this  is  acquiefc'd  ire 
here  without  the  leaft  Objedion  made.  The  Miniftry  are  told  by  Mr.  Trior, 
that  the  Court  of  Frame  hopes  by  our  Intereft  fuch  Pafsports  would  be  pro- 
cur'd  as  might  fecure  his  Perfon  :  And  in  the  Paper  fent  to  France  from  the  Duke 
of  Lorra'm,  it  isafferted,  that  the  Queen  of  Great- Britain  had  already  granted  Her 
Protedion  to  the  Pretender. 

But  Nov.  the  6th,  171;.  Lord  Bolingbroke  writes  to  Mr.  Trior,  and1  fays,  (<*)'  Her 
c  Majefty  having  repeated  to  the  Duke  of  Lorra'm  the  Inftances  which  you  know 

*  have  been  fb  often  made  to  the  Molt  Chriftian  King,  for  removing  of  the  Pre- 
tender to  Her  Crown  out  of  his  Dominions,  lam  direded  to  acquaint  You 

*  therewith,  that  You  may  fpeak  to  the  Minifterof  Lorra'm^  and  to  any  other 
'  Minifter  whom  you  fhalT  think  proper,  and  let  them  know  it  is  abfolutely  in- 
'  confiftent  with  the  Amity  and  good'  Correfpondence  that  is  between  the  Queen 

*  and  their  Matters,  ro  receive  into  their  Dominions,  or  to  proted  a  Perfon,  who 
'  difputes  Her  Majefty's  moft  undoubted  Title,  and  thereby  endeavours  to  difturb 
'"  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  Her  Kingdoms.  That  you  may  be  able  to  (hew  them 
'  that  this  is  the  Colledive  Senfe  of  the  whole  Nation,  as  well  as  the  Queen's- 
'  Command  to  yon,  I  herewith  fend  you  the  Addreffes  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
'  liament. 

This  can  be  underftood  as  no  more  than  a  bare  Compliance  with  the  Ad- 
dreffes of  Parliament.  And  to  fhew  how  little  Refentment  and  Indignation  was 
conceiv'd  againft  the  Duke  of  Lorra'm  for  this  Indignity  ofFer'd  t©  Her  Majefty, 
the  Committee  have  thought  fit  to  Tranfcribe  a  Letter  that  was  wrote  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke  to  Mr.  Trior  within  Four  Days  after  hislaft  mention'd  Letter  uponther 
Subjed  of  the  Pretender. 

'  This  Letter,fays  LordBolingbroke  to  Mr.Pwr,(^will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the 
f  Baron  de  For/fmr,who  has  been  twice  at  our  Court  with  the  Character  of  Envoy 

*  from  the  Duke  of  Lorra'm,  and  who  is  extremely  well  with  your  Friends  on  this 

*  fide  of  the  Water,that  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  be  a  welcome  Acquain- 
'  tance  to  you.  I  rnuft  at  theifame  time  recommend  the  Intereft  of  the  Duke  of 
e  Lorra'm  his  Mafter  to  your  Care.    You  know,  Sir,  how  little  that  Prince  has  yet 

*  felt  the  good  Effeds  of  what  was  ftipulated  for  him  at  Ryfwick.  You  know,  Sir, 

*  how  juftly  he  pretends  to  an  Equivalent  from  this  Emperor  for  the  Montferrat, 
'  which  was  given  away  from  him  to  the  King  of  Sicily.  In  a  word,  you  are 
1  enough  apfriza  of  bis  Wants,  of  his  Expectations,  and  of  Her  Majefifs  earnejt  Defirey 
'  if  by   uny  means  jhe  can,  to  contribute  to  the  Eafe,  and  to  the  Advantage  of  a  Trincet 

*  who  deferves  much  better  Ufage  than  he  has  on  many  Occafions  met  with. 

There  are  feveral  other  Letters  that  were  wrote  after  the  Addrefs  of  Parlia- 
ment to  prefs  the  removing  of  the  Pretender  from  Lorra'm ;  but  after  what  has 
been  faid,  'tis  needlefs  to  obferve  what  little  Effed  was  to  be  expeded  from  fuch 
Reprefentations  made  in  the  feveral  Courts  of  Europe,  which  were  known  to  be 
Contrary  to  the  Senfe  and  Intention  of  the  Court  of  Great- Brit am.  And  if  any 
further  demonftration  was  wanting  to  fhew  their  true  Spirit  and  Inclination, 
it  may  be  obferv'd  that  the  Addrelfes  in  Parliament  were  made  in  July,  171;. 
And  the  firit  Letter  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  wrote  in  purfuance  of  thofe  Addreffes 
was  the  6th  of  November,  which  was  Four  Months  after  the  Addrelfes  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  Queen. 

The  Committee  think  it  not  improper  to  infert  here  an  Extrad  of  a  Memo- 
rial touching  the  Demolition  of  the  Sluices  of  Dunkirk,  deliver'd  by  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  at  Taris,   in  August  1712. 

'  It  is  not  our  Bufinefs  now  to  examine  whether  the  Queen  of  England,  and 
'  the  Englipi  Nation,  were  in  the  right  to  demand  the  Demolition  of  the  Fortifi- 

*  cations,  aftd  the  filling  up  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk.    That  is  a  Thing  refolv'd 

*  and  agreed  upon.  It  may  perhaps  come  to  pafs  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Affair, 
'  for  Reafons  eafily  to  be  forefeen,  That  England  (hall  repent  having  demanded 
'  the  Demolition  of  a  Place,  and  the  Deftrudion  of  an  Harbour,  which  might 
'  be  of  great  Ufe  in  Conjundures  which  perhaps  are  not  very  remote. 

Your  Committee  do  not  take  upon  them  ro  explain  what  Conjundure  France 
had  in  View,  and  which  they  thogght  not  very  remote,  when  Dunkirk  might  be 
of  particular  Service  ;  but  think  it  proper  to  conclude  this  part  of  the  Report  with 
obferving,  That  the  Pretender  did  immediately  upon  the  Demife  of  the  late 

(a)  Vol.  11.  (b)  Nov.  10.  ^7*5.  Vol,  11. 
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Queen  publifh  a  Declaration,  which  the  Duke  of  Jjtra'm  has  acknowledge!  in  his 
Letter  of  the  6th  of  December,  1714.  that  he  receiv'd  from  the  Pretender  himfelf, 
wherein  is  this  remarkable  Paffage,  '  Yet  contrary  to  Our  Expectations  upon  die 

*  Death    of  the  Princefs  Our   Sifter    (  of  whofe  good    Intentions  towards   Us  We 

*  could  not  for  fame  Time  pift    well    doubt  ;    and    this   was   the    Reafon    we  then  fat 

*  flill  ,     expelling    the    good    Ejf'etls    thereof  ,     which     were    unfortunately     prevented 

*  by  Her  Deplorable  Death  )  We  found  that  Our  People  ,  inftead  of  raking  this  fa- 
'  vourable  Opportunity  of  retrieving  the  Honour  and  true  Intcreft  of  rheir  C.oun- 

*  try,  by  doing  Us  and  Themfelves  Juflicc,  had  immediately  Proclaim'd  for  their 
'  King  a  Foreign  Prince,  to  Our  Prejudice,  contrary  to  the  Fundamental  and  In- 
f  conteftable  Laws  of  Hereditary  Right,  which  their  pretended  Acts  of  Scttle- 
'  ment  can  never  Abrogate. 

The  Committee  obferving  in  the  Eleventh  Volume  referr'd  to  them,  a  Letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  then  Lord  High-Treafurer  of  Great-  Britain^ 
ro  the  Queen,  dated  June  the  9th,  1714  ;  together  wirh  an  Account  of  Puhlick 
Affairs  from  Auguft  the  8th,  1710,  to  June  the  8th,  1714,  all  written  with  his 
own  Hand,  and  fent  to  the  Queen  with  the  Letter ;  and  finding  therein  many 
Paffages,  in  their  Opinion,  highly  defcrving  the  Confideration  of  this  Houfe, 
have  thought  it  neceffary  to  infert  the  fame  here  at  large,  and  are  as  fol- 
low. 

Lord  Oxford's  Letter  to  the  Queen,  June  the  9th,  1714. 

Miy  it  pleafe  Tour  Majeftj/, 

IPrefume,  in  Obedience  to  Your  Royal  Commands,  to  lay  before  Your  Ma- 
jefty a  State  of  Your  Affairs.  Though  I  have  very  much  contracted  it  from  the 
Draught  I  made,  and  the  Vouchers  from  whence  it  is  taken  ;  yet  I  find  it  fwell 
under  my  Pen  in  Tranfcribing,  being  willing  to  put  every  Thing  before  Your 
Majefty  in  the  Cleareft  Light  my  poor  Underftanding  can  attain  to.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary to  lay  it  before  Your  Majefty  in  the  Series  of  Time,  from  the  beginning 
to  this  pr«fent  Time ;  and  when  that  is  compleatly  laid  before  You,  it  remains 
only  for  Me  to  beg  God  to  direct  Your  Majefty. 

'  And  as  to  my  felf,  do  with  me  what  You  pleafe,  place  me  either  as  a  Figure 
or  a  Cypher,  difplace  me  or  replace  me,  as  that  beft  ferves  Your  Majefty's  Oc- 
cafions,  You  fhall  ever  find  me,  with  the  utmoft  Devotion,  and  without  any 
Referve,  MADAM, 

Your  moft  Dutiful,  moft  Faithful,  mod  Humble, 

mod  Obedient  Subject,  and  Unworthy  Servant, 

OXFORD. 

A  Brief  Account  of  Publick  Affairs  fmce  Auguft  the  8th,  171c.  to  this 
prefent  8th  of  June,  1714-  To  which  is  added,  The  State  of  Affairs 
Abroad,  as  they  relate  to  this  Kingdom  j  with  fome  humble  Propofals 
for  fecuring  the  future  Tranquility  of  Her  Majeflfs  Reign,  and  the 
Safety  of  Her  Kingdoms. 

^  TTER  Majefty  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  i7io,was  pleas'd  to  alter  Her  Treafury,and 
Xlx  '  two  Days  after,in  a  New  Commifiion,Re^rf  H<jr/<^,byHerMajefty's  great 

*  Favour  was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

'  The  State  of  Affairs  at  Home  and  Abroad  are  frefh  in  every  ones  Memory. 
'  The  Condition  of  the  Treafury  at  that  Time  was  laid  before  Her  Majefty  in  a 

*  large  Reprefentation. 

'  I  beg  leave  to  touch  fome  few  Heads.  The  Army  was  in  the  Field  ;  no  Money 
c  in  the  Treafury;  none  of  the  Remitters  would  Contract  again;  the  Bank  had  re- 
'  fus'd  to  lend  a  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  to  Lord  Godolpbin  on  very  good  Seen- 
'  rity ;  the  Navy,  and  other  Branches  of  Service,  Eleven  Millions  in  Debt,  which 

*  enhane'd  the  Price  of  every  Thing  proportionably ;  the  Civil  Lift  in  Debt  a- 
'  bout  Six  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds,  and  the  Yearly  Income  too  little  for  the 
'  Currant  certain  Expence,  by  the  loweft  Computation,  One  Hundred  Twenty 

*  Four  Thoufand,  Four  Hundred  Ninety  Five  Pounds,  Two  Shillings  and  Four 

*  PCHCfc 
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'  In  a  few  days  this  new  Commiffion  made  Provillon  for  paying  the  Army  by 
'  thegreareft  Remittance  that  had  ever  been  known  :  Though  the  Oppofition  from 
'every  Office,  which  was  full  of  Perfons  who  were  Enemies  to  the  Change  made 
'by  the  Queen,  was  very  ftrong,  and  very  troublefome  and  vexatious;  and  fuch 
'was  the  Situation  of  Affairs,  that  nothing  but  great  Patience  could  ever  havs 
'overcome  thefe  Difficulties  j  it  being  impoffible  as  well  as  unavoidable  to  make 
'Removes,  but  by  degrees. 

*  As  loon  as  it  was  poffible,  (and  notwithstanding  the  Clamours  then  rais'd',  it 
'was  the  only  proper  Time)  a  new  Parliament  is  call'd. 

'  Its  fir  ft  meeting  was  November  the  27th,  171a.  Robert  Harhy  had  prepar'd  the 

'Funds  ready  (before  the  Parliament  met,  as  he  has  done  every  Seffion  to  this 

'Day)  not  only  for  the  Current  Service  of  the  Year,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  but 

'alfo  for  eafing  the  Nation  of  above  Nine  Millions  of  Debt.    This  was  thought  fo 

Chimerical  when  Robert  Harhy  did  begin  to  open  it,  that  it  was  treated  with  Ri- 

'dicule,  until  he  fhow'd  how  pra&icable  it  was.    It  is  true,  this  gave  great  Reputa- 

'tion  Abroad,  and  enabled  to  treat  advantageoufly  of  a  Peace:  It  rais'd  finking 

Credit  at  home,  but  at  the  fame  time  as  it  drew  Envy  upon  Harhy  from  fome, 

'and  the  Rage  of  others,  fo  it  gave  Offence  to  fome  of  his  Fellow  Servants,  who 

'told  him  plainly  that  he  ought  to  have  told  his  Secret,  and  if  he  would  not  gee 

'Money  himfelf,  he  ought  to   have  let  his  Friends  fhare  a  Hundred  Thoufand 

'  Pounds,  which  would  not  have  been  felt  or  found  out  in  fo  vaft  a  Sum  as  Nine 

or  Ten  Millions. 

'  To  this  Principle  was  owing  the  fetting  on  Foot  at  this  time  the  unhappy 

Voyage  to  Canada  :  To  all  which  Meetings  H.-.rhy  avoided  coming,  and  gave  Lord 

Rochefter  his  Reafons,  and  after  he  defir'd  his  Lordfhip.  to   be  a   Means   to  the 

'Queen  to  hinder  that  Expedition;   but  it  happen'd  to  be  roo  late.     But  Lady 

Majhim  knows  how  much  Harley  was  concern'd  at  it,  tho'  he  did  not  know-the 

'true  Spring  of  that  Voyage,  which  will  appear  after  in  this  Paper. 

'  The  beginning  of  February  1710-1 1, there  began  to  be  a  Divilion  amongft  thofe 
call'd  Tories  in  the  Houfe,  and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  thought  it  convenient  to 
'be  Lifting  a  feparate  Party  for  himfelf. 

'  To  prevent  this,  Lord  Rochefter  and  Harhy  defir'd  to  have  a  Meeting,  and  to 
'cool  fuch  Rafh  Attempts ;  and  it  was  contriv'd  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  mould  in- 
vite Us  to  Dinner,  (which  was  the  laft  time  he  ever  invited  Robert  Harhy,  being 
now  above  Three  Years)  where  was  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,   Earl  Vouht,   Lord  Ro- 
'  chcjler,  and  others ;  and  Lord  Rochefter  took  the  pains  to  calm  the  Spirit  of  Divifi- 
'  on  and  Ambition. 

'  Harhy  was  at  this  time  feiz'd  by  a  violent  Fever,and  on  his  firft  comingAbroad, 
'  Manh  8.  met  with  a  Misfortune  which  confin'd  him  many  Weeks.  TheTranfacri- 
'  ons  during  that  Time  are  too  publick,  as  well  as  too  black,  for  Harhy  to  remem- 
ber or  to  mention. 

*  In  the  end  of  May  171 1.  the  Queen,  cut  of  her  abounded  GoodneG,  was 
oleas'd  to  confer  undeferv'd  Honours  on  Robert  Harhy;  and  on  the  29th  of  the 

'fame  Month,  was  pleas'd  to  put  the  Treafurer's  Staff  into  his  Hands :    A  Poft  fo 

much  above  Harhy's  Abilities  to  ftruggle  with,  that  he  had  nothing  but  Integrity 
'and  Duty  to  recommend  him  to  Her  Majefty's  Choice  ;  fo  he  mnft  have  recourfe 
'to  Her^Majefty's  Tranfcendent  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  to  Pardon  all  his  Faults  and 

Failings,  both  of  Omiffion  and  Commiffion,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  his 

Service. 

'  But  to  return  and  refume  the  Thread  of  this  Difeourfe.     (?)  The  4th  of  June 

171 1.  Three  Days  after  the  Treafurer  was  Sworn,  he  was  furpriz'd  with  a  Demand 
t  of  Twenty  Eight  Thoufand  Thirty  Six  Pounds  and  Five  Shillings,  for  Arms  and 

Merchandize,  faid   to  be  fent  to  Canada.     When  the  Treafurer  fcrupled  this, 

Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  and  Mr.  Moor  came  to  him  with  much  Paffion  upon  this 
'Affair ;  and  about  a  Fortnight  after,  the  Secretary  of  State  fignified  the  Qr.een's 
'pofitive  Pleafure  to  have  that  Money  paid  ;  and  accordingly  Her  Majefty  fign'd  a 

Warrant  June  21.  and  the  Treafurer  not  being  able  then,  with  all  his  Precauti- 
on, to  difcover  further  Light,  the  Money  was  paid  July  the  4th  171  r. 

*  Since  the  Return  from  that  Expedition,  the  Secret  is  difcovered,  and  the 
'Treafurer's  Sufpicion  juftified  ;  For  the  Publick  was  cheated  of  above  Twenty 
'Thoufand  Pounds. 

*  There  is  Reafon  to  be  more  particular  upon  this  Head,  beeaufe  it  is  one  of 
'the  Things  never  to  be  forgiven  che  Treafurer  ;   and   Lord  Chancellor  told 

2  '  him 
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(  a  )  See  the  Paper  of  this  Affair  at  large. 
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him  more  to  that  Purpofc;  rfint  they  told  him  no  Government  was  worth  fer- 
ving,  that  would  let  them  make  thofe  Advantages,  and  get  fuch  Jobbs. 

*  One  thing  more  is  crav'd  leave  to  be  added  ,  That  the  Trcafurcr  was  fore'd 
'to  ufe  all  his  Skill  and  Credic  to  keep  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  examining 
« this  Affair  laft  Parliament 

'  Juve  the  1 2th.  17 1 2.    The  firft  Seffion  cf  laft  Parliament  ended. 

'  From  this  time,  to  the  beginning  of  the  next  Seffion,  tbt  Treafurer' s  Hands  -were 
'  full  of  Negotiating  the  Veare  in  oil  Courts  abroad  ;  and  befulcs  the  ordinary  and  ne- 
'ccifary  Duty  of  his  Office  at  home,  he  had  frequent  Occafron  of  Calming  the 
'  Quarrels  and  Grudges  Mr.  Secretary  had  fomctime<;  againft  Lord  Dartmouth,  fomo- 
'  times  againft  lady  Mafliam,  and  fomecimes  againft  the  Treaftirer  himfelf. 

'  The  Second  Seffion  of  the  laft  Parliament  began  December  the  7th,  1711. 

4  This  was  attended  with  great  Difficulties  and  Dangers,  as  well  from  the  Pra&i- 
'ccs  of  the  Difcontented  here,  as  the  Defigns  carry'd  on  by  Mr.  Buys,  Prince  E«- 
fgtne  and  Bothmar  ;  in  which  Defigns  concurr'd  the  Emperor,  and  other  States  and 
'Princes  who  gain'd  by  the  War. 

'  This  put  Her  Majefty  under  a  fort  of  Neceffity  to  preferve  the  Whole,  and  to 
'take  a  Method  which  had  been  us'd  before  to  Create  feme  New  Peers. 

*  So  many  having  been  brought  formerly  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  thofe 
'who  us'd  to  manage  Publick  Affairs ,  it  was  propos'd  to  Mr.  Secretary,  That  if  he 
'would  be  Contented  to  ftay  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  Seffions,  Her  Majefty 

<  would  have  the  Goodnefs  to  Create  him  a  Peer,  and  that  he  fhould  not  lofe  his 
'Rank. 

'The  Second  Seffion  ended  the  21ft  of  June,  1712  ;  and  notwithftanding  Both- 
'math  Memorial,  and  all  other  Attacks  both  from  Abroad  and  at  Home,  Supplies 
'were  provided,  and  every  Thin?  relating  to  the  Publick  put  upon  a  good  Foot, 
'and  the  Malecontenrs  began  to  defpair,  as  appear'd  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
'retiring  Abroad,  and  other  Particulars. 

1  After  the  Seffion  was  ended,  the  Queen,  as  She  had  promis'd,  Order'd  a  War- 
'rant  for  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  to  be  a  Vifcount ;  this  happen'd  to  put  him  in  the 
'utmoft  Rage  againft  the  Treafurer,  Lady  Mafliam ,  and  wichout  fparing  the 
'Greateft. 

*  (a)  It  did  avail  very  little  to  tell  him  how  much  he  had  got  in  Place  ;  for  had  he 
'been  Created  with  the  other  Lords,  it  would  have  fallen  to  his  fhare  to  have  come 
'  next  after  Lord  Trevor  •  but  the  Treafurer  with  great  Patience  bore  all  the  Storm, 
'of  which  Lord  Mafliam  was  often  a  Witnsfs  of  the  Outragious  Speeches;  and 
'Mr.  Moor  very  lately  told  the  Treafurer,  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  faid  very  lately  to 
'him,  that  he  ow'd  him  a  Revenge  upon  that  Head. 

*  ThisDifcontent  continued,  until  there  happen'd  an  Opportunity  of  fending  him 
<to  France ;  of  which  there  was  not  much  Occafion  ;  but  it  was  hop'd,  that  this 
'would  have  put  him  in  good  Humour  ;  which  it  did,  until  in  Ottober  1712,  there 

<  were  Knights  of  the  Garter  made.  This  created  a  new  Difturbance,  which  is 
«too  well  remembred,  and  breaks  out  now  very  often  in  Outrageous  Expreffions 
tpublickly  againft  all  then  made. 

'  In  November, on  the  Death  of  Duke  Hamilton,he  was  much  againft  Duke  Shre&f- 
tbury's  going,  for  Reafons  very  plain,  which  then  were  in  Negotiation ;  for  before 
«the  laft  Seffion  of  that  Parliament  began,  a  new  Model  was  fram'd,  or  a  Scheme 
*of  Miniftry ;  which  how  they  afterwards  came  to  fall  out,  will  appear  in  its  due 

<  Place. 

'  The  Third  and  Laft  Seffion  began  April  the  9th,  171;  ;  which  was  as^ionas 

•  the  Peace  was  Concluded,  and  could  be  Proclaim'd. 

'  It  is  not  decent  to  take  Notice,  That  during  this  whole  Negotiation,  the  Treafurer 
t  was  obliged  by  his  own  Hand,  end  his  own  Charge,  to  Correfpond  in  all  the  Courts  con- 

*  cernd  in  the  Negotiation  ;  and  very  often  he  had  the  good  Luck  to  fct  Right  ftveral  Mi- 

<  flakes,  and  to  obtain  fome  Things  very  little  expecled  ;  but  the  only  Merit  of  this  belongs  te 

<  Her  Majefly,  the  Credit  ofwhoje  Favour  brought  it  about,  and  gave  Tower  to  the  Treafurer 
t  to  acl  with  Sttccefs. 

*  During  this  Seffion,  the  Lords  of  the  Cabinet,  and  Others,  met  every  Satur- 
(day  at  the  Treafurer's,  in  Order  to  carry  on  the  Queen's  Bufinefs,  as  they  had  done 
«the  Year  before  on  Tburfdays.   (b)  Many  Offers  were  made,  and  repeated  by  the 

<  Treafurer,  in  order  to  attack  former  Offenders,  and  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  Gen- 
ttlemen,  and  of  the  Church  Party  ;  and  the  only  Reafon  for  this  Failing,  was,  ba- 

(«)  See  the  Letters  of  Monfieur  Tony.         (b)  See  the  Letter  July  25. 
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'caiife  of  the  Project  laid  for  their  New- Scheme,  and  putting  themfelve=>  at  the 
'He*,  as  they  call'd  it,  of  the  Church- Party. 

•/,  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  and  fome  Gentlemen  fearing  their 

and  fome  for  other  Reafons,  dropt  the  Bill  of  Commerce. 

reafurer  law  this  Opportunity,  and  immediately  took  it,  and  prevail'd 

'with  Sir  Thomas  llanmer,  and  Others,  to  come  into  the  Payment  of  the  Civil  Lift 

,  incurr'd  before  the  Changs  of  the  Treafury,  tho'  the  prefent  Treafurer 

'  was  raii'd  at,   and  malign'd  5  which  he  chofe  to  bear  patiently,  rather  than  own 

'the  true  Reafon,  that  there  was  no  Money  to  do  it  with,  which  would  have  ruin'd 

'all  at  once. 

'This  Step  of  paying  the  Debts,  put  the  Malecontented  into  the  utmoft-Rage, 
(  which  they  did  very  publickly  exprefs  in  both  Houfes. 
c    '  This  laft  Seffion  of  that  Parliament,  and  the  Third  fince  the  Change  of  the 

Miniftry,  ended  July  the  16th,  171 5. 
c    •  The  Peace  with  France  being  over,  and  it  growing  neceffary  to  put  Her  Maje- 
t  fty's  Affairs  into  a  further  and  more  fettled  Regulation,  and  to  eafe  the  Treafurer 
t  of  the  Burthen,  as  well  as  Envy,  of  fuch  a  Bulk  of  Bufinefs ;    Her  Majefty  was 
<pleas'd  to  approve  of  the  Scheme  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  ftaying  here  to  attend 
( the  Army  Affairs,  which  was  neceffary  at  the  time  of  Disbanding  ;  Duke  Shrewf- 
t  bury  to  go  to  Ireland,  upon  his  Return  from  France  ;  Lord  Findlater  to  be  Chancel- 
lor of  Scotland;    feord  Mar  Third  Secretary;   Lord  Dartmouth  Privy. Seal,  and 
Mr.  Bromley  Secretary  of  State,  and  Sir  William  Wyndham  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.     I  am  fure  the  Queen  very  well  remembers  the  Rage  thiscaus'd,  as  per- 
fectly Defeating  their  Scheme,   and  (hewing  that  Her  Majefty  would  put  her 
'Affairs  upon  a  folid  Foot;   the  Lord  Chancellor  faid  it  wasagainft  Law,  and  to 
this  Day  will  not  treat  Lord  Findlater  with  Decency  ;  and  Lord  Mar  has  met  with 
'many  ill  Treatments  as  well  as  Mr. Secretary  Bromley. 

' But  that  the  Treafurer  might  leave  them  without  Excufe,  and  make  Her  Maje- 
fty's  Affairs,  if  poffible,  eafy  with  and  to  thofe  in  Her  Service  ;  as  foon  as  he  was 
'  recover'd  enough  to  write,  he  wrote  a  large  Letter  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  con- 
'caining  his  Scheme  of  the  Queen's  Affairs,  and  what  was  neceffary  for  Lord 
'  Bolingbroke  to  do,  as  belonging  only  to  his  Province.  This  Letter  was  dated  July 
'the  29th,  171:5,  and  was  Anfwer'd  July  the  27th,  by  Lord  Bolingbroke ;  the  Copy 
'was  (hown  to  Lady  Mafliam,  who  came  to  Vifit  the  Treafurer  then  Confin'd  to  his 
'Chamber  ;  arid  fhe  then  thought  it  was  a  very  good  One,  and  what  was  proper 
'for  the  Occafion.  I  believe  the  Whole  would  be  of  Ufe  to  give  Light  to  Her  Ma- 
'•jfifty  into  the  Ground  and  Foundation  of  the  Follies  and  Madnefs  which  have 
'fiace  appear'd  ;  the  Whole  is  ready  for  Her  Majcfty's  Perufal  wheji  She  pleafe>. 

•  In  this  Letter  the  Treafurer  gives  an  Account  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  of  the  Occafi- 
'■ons,  or  rather  the  Pretences  for  giving  Difturbance  to  the  Queen's  Servants.  He 
'wopofes  the  Remedy,  and  what  was  requiiice  to  be  done  by  him  as  Secretary  in 
'his  own  Province,  and  alio  Affurance  of  the  Treafurer's  Affiftance  to  the  utmoft, 
'and  of  his  Defire  to  confulc  with  him  (Lord  Bolingbroke)  how  to  Unite  the  reft  of 
'our  Friends. 

'  Being  then  Sick,  the  Treafurer  took  the  Liberty  to  put  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  mini 
cof  the  feveral  Particulars  which  then  requir'd  Difpatch,  and  were  foiely  belong- 
ing to  his  Province,  without  any  other  Interpofuion  than  that  of  taking  Your  Ma- 
•  '  jefty's  Direction. 

'  Amongft  others,  that  of  a  Circular  Letter  upon  the  Addreffes  of  both  Houfes 
'relating  to  the  Pretender. 
'  This  was  not  done  in  Three  Months.     Plis  Lordfhip  wrote  Word  it  was  done 
9  '  July  the  27. 

'In  the  fame  Letter  the  Treafurer  propos'd,  that  (according  to  the  Treaty  of 
'Peace)  Care  mould  be  taken  of  the  following  Particulars,  viz,.  Newfoundland, 
' ''■Hudfoni-Bay,  Acadia,  St.  Christophers,  sljjlen'.o,  and  other  Things  contain'd  in  the 
'Treaties  of  Commerce. 

'Thefe  Particulars  the  Treafurer  thought  to  have  been  executed,  until  within  % 
'few  Weeks  he  heard  the  contrary  by  Accident,  and  that  the  Time  in  the  feveral 
'Treaties  was  elaps'd.  Upon  this,  the  Treafurer  on  Wednefday,  June  the  2d,  told 
'Mr.  Moor  of  this,  and  that  every  Body  would  be  liable  to  blame  who  are  ;a  ch5 
'Queen's  Service.  Thurfday,  June  the  ;d,  1714.  Lord  Bolingbroke  writes  to  the 
'  Treafurer  a  Letter  which  begins  thus. 

'  Mr.  Moor  has  been  this  Morning  with  me,  and  has  put  into  my  Hands  a  Pa- 
'per,  which  he  calls,  1  think  not  improperly,  a  Charge  upon  me. 

This 
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'  This  Paper  contains  thi  NegleA  above  mem ion'd  in  the  Tread.  ^tter  of 

'July  the  29th,  1712,  Eleven  Months  before,   and  yoc  thefe  Faulcs  arc 'how 
*  charg'd  upon  the  Trcafurcr. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  obfervc,  that  his  Lordfhip  has  here  taken  to  him- 
felf  the  Credit  of  correfponding  by  his  own  Hand,  and  his  own  Charge,  in  all 
the  Courts  concern 'd  in  the  prefent  Negotiations,  and  that  very  often  he  has  had 
the  good  Luck  to  fat  right  feveral  Miftakcs,  and  to  obtain  fomc  things  very  little 
ted.     That  he  boafted  of  his  laying  hold  of  a  feafonable  Opportunity  in 
Parliament  upon  rejecting  the  Bill  of  Commerce,  to  prevail  with  Members  of 
that  Houfe  of  Commons  to  come  into  the  Payment  of  the  Civil  Lift  Debts  ;  and 
ilfo  charg'd  feveral  Perfons,  then  in  High  Stations  in  Her  Majefty's  Service, 
with  Corruption  and  Imbcz/.Icmcnt  of  the  Publick  Money;  and  prcfum'd  to  re- 
nend  himfeif  to  Her  Majefty,  by  having  us'd  all  his  Skill  and  Credit  to  keep 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  examining  into  the  fame.  And  your  Committee  ha- 
ving receiv'd  Information,  that  large  Sums  of  Money  had  been  directed  for  fa- 
cial Services  relating   to  the  War,  by  Signs  Manual,  and  Warrants  upon  the  fame, 
Cdutlterfigned  by  his  Lordfhip,  which  Sums  were  afterwards  paid  to  his  Lord- 
fhip's  Order  ;    Your  Committee  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  lay  before 
the  Houfe  Copies  of  the  faid  Signs  Manual,  and  Warrants,  and  Orders  thereupon, 
her  with  Extracts  from  the  Regifter  of  the  Exchequer;   whereby  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  thele  lai;  ,  iffiied   for  the  Service  of  the  War,  were  received 
and  apply'd  to  his  Lordjhip's  Private  Ufe. 

Your  Committee  in  drawing  up  and  forming  this  Report,  having  obferv'd  fe- 
veral Tranfa&ions,  Orders,  and  Directions  given  by  the  Minifters  in  the  Queen's 
■.:,  which  are  in  no  manner  agreeable  to  Her  Majefty's  Sentiments  and  In- 
tentions, as  cxprelfed  in  Her  feveral  Meftagcs  to  Parliament,  and  Speeches  from 
the  Throne,  concerning  the  Terms  of  Peace  which  She  was  pleafed  to  com- 
municate to  borh  Houles  ;  thought  it  their  Duty  to  enter  into  a  particular  Exa- 
mination of  this  matter,  and  to  compare  Her  Majefty's  Declarations  with  the 
Meafores  that  Her  Minifters  prcfum'd  to  take  in  carrying  on  thefe  important  Ne- 
gotiations. 

The  firft  time  that  the  Queen  made  any  mention  of  the  Peace  to  the  Parlia-oa*  *?'■ 
ment,  was  en  December  n.  1711.  at  which  time  nothing  had  been  concluded17"' 
between  England  and  France,  but  the  fpecial  Preliminaries  that  were  Sign'd  by  the 
i  I  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  T^w,  oji  the  part  of  England,  and  Monfieur  Mef. 
nager  on  the  part  of  France,  Sept.  27.  1711.  and  the  general  Preliminaries  Sign'd 
by  Monfieur  Mefnager  only,  which  were  fent  over  by  the  Earl  of  Strafford  as  the 
Foundation  of  a  General  Peace.  After  thefe  Preliminaries  were  Sign'd,  Mr.  St. 
John  had  prefs'd  Monfieur  de  Tony,  that  the  King  of  France  would  explain  him- 
felf  with  regard  to  the  Allies;  begs  that  the  Queen  may  have  fome Explication 
of  his  Intentions  in  refpecT:  to  the  particular  Intereft  of  the  Allies,  and  concludes 
with  faying,  If  the  Sieur  Gualtier  returns  with  thefe  Marks  of  Confidence,  you 
will  fee  our  Parliament  as  much  inclin'd  to  Peace  as  ever  it  was  to  War. 

Such  Explications  as  the  King  of  France  thought  fit  to  make,  are  contain'd  in 
the  Anfwcr  to  the  Memorial  brought  by  Monfieur  Gualtier,  November  18.  1711. 
inferted  in  the  Appendix.  Upon  which  Her  Majefty,  at  the  opening  of  that: 
Seffion,  in  laying  before  the  Parliament  the  State  of  the  Treaty  then  on  Foot, 
according  to  the  Advice  and  Representation  made  eo  Her  by  Her  Miniftert,  faid, 
the  Arts  of  thoje  who  Delight  in  War  3  both  Tlace  and  Tims 
are  ajfointcd  for  opening  the  Treaty  of  a  General  Feace.  Our  Allies,  efpeci- 
allj  the  Statcs-Gmcral ,  wbofe  Intirefi  I  look  upon  as  infeparable  from  my  own, 
have  ,  by  their  ready  Concurrence  ,  exprejs'd  their  Confidence  in  me.  The 
Queen  thought  the  States  had  readily  concurr'd  with  Her,  but  it  muft  be  remem- 
brefl,  that  the  States  had  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  Reprefented  againft  the  Propo- 
rtions Signed  by  Mr.4Mcfr.agtr,  as  too  General  and  Uncertain,  not  being  a  fuffi- 
cicnt  Foundation  upon  which  a  Negotiation  might  be  hazarded;  they  dreaded 
the  fatal  Confequences  of  opening  the  General  Conferences,  before  the  Arti- 
cles offer' d  by  Frame  were  mace  Specinck,  and  before  they  knew  what  they  were 
to  truft  to  for  their  own  Barrier  and  their  Commerce.  Thefe  Reprefentations 
were  made  in  Holland  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford  ^  and  Mr.  Buys  was  fent  over  into 
England  to  snforcc  them  here. 
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But  inftead  of  acquainting  the  Queen  with  ihefe  Reprefefitationi,  or  airing 
according  to  her    Majefty's   Sentiments  ,    Mr.  St.  John ,  October  9.    detlares^, 

*  Certain  it  is,  that  Her  Majefty  is  fo  far  determin'd  in  her  Meafures,  that 
'-rnofe  will  deceive  themfelves  who  may  imagine  by  delay  to  break  them.  And 
Oftober  the  29th,  '  The  Queen  remains  firm  in  Her  firft  Refolucion,  of  Caufing  the 
'  Conferences  to  be  open'd  upon  the  Articles  Sign'd  by  Monfieur  Mefnagtr.  And 
November  the  2d,  '  The  Queen  will  not  finally  concert  a  Plan  for  the  Profecution 

*  of  the  War  with  the  States,  until  they  join  with  her  in  agreeing  to  open  the  Con- 
c  ferences  of  Peace.  And  November  if.  Lord  Strafford  fays,  *  He  had  now  told  thorn 
'  her  Majefty's  Order  to  him  was  to  Declare,  that  fhe  fhould  look  upon  any  delay 
'  as  a  Refufal  to  comply  with  Her  Propofuions.  By  thefe  Threats  and  extraordi- 
nary Meafures,  the  States  are  compell'd  by  the  Queen's  Minifters,  to  confentto 
open  the  Conferences  ;  when  at  the  fame  time  Her  Majefty  was  perfwaded,  that 
they  readily  concurr'd  in  what  had  been  propos'd  to  them.  Her  Majefty  De- 
clares, '  She  looks  upon  the  Intereft  of  the  States- General  to  be  infeperable  from 

May  «p.    * ner  own.     Mr.  St.  John  declares,  '  That  Britain  had  gone  fo  much  too  far  in 
1711.       *  weaving  her  Intereft  into  that  of  the  Continent,  thac  ic  would  prove  no  eafy  Task 
'  to  difentangle  them  without  Tearing  and  Rending. 

The  Queen  fays  further,  The  Princes  and  States  -which  have  been  engag'd  with  Us 
in  this  War,  being  by  Treaties  entitled  to  have  their  feveral  Inter ejls  fecur  d  at  a  Peace,  I 
will  not  only  do  my  utmofl  to  procure  every  one  of  them  all  reasonable  Satufaklkn,  but  I 
(hall  alfo  unite  with  them  in  the  ftricleft  Engagements  for  continuing  the  Alliance,  in  order 
to  render  the  General  Peace  fecure  and  lafiing.  And  in  Her  Meffage  of  the  17th  of 
January  following,  Her  Majefty  again  exprefTes  the  Care  She  intended  to  take  of  all 
Her  Allies,  and  the  ftrill  Union  in  which  She  propos'd  to  join  with  them. 

By  thefe  Declarations  it  appears,  Her  Majefty's  own  Refolution  was  to  unite 
with  the  Allies  in  the  ftrifteft  Engagements.  But  Her  Minifters  had  taken  upon 
them,  in  the  private  Propofuions  Tent  over  by  WcPrior,  to  infert  an  Article,  'Thac 

*  the  Secret  fhould  be  inviolably  kept  between  England  and  France,  tillallow'd  to  be 
'  divulg'd  by  the  Confent  of  fiorh  Parties.  And  although  France  in  the  firft  Propo- 
rtions fent  over  by  Monf.  de  Tony,  had  offer'd  to  treat  with  England  and  Holland, 
either  feparately,  or  jointly,  with  the  reft  of  the  AlKes,  at  the  Choice  of  Englandt 
the  Queen's  Minifters  excluded  the  Allies,  and  in  the  Conference  held  with  Mon- 
fieur Mefnager,  *  they  are  much  furpriz'd  to  find  that  he  had  Orders  to  infift,  that 
'  the  Queen  fhould  enter  into  particular  Engagements,  upon  divers  Articles,  which 

*  depend  not  upon  Her,  and  which  regard  the  Intereft  of  the  Allies  :  And  they 
'  inlifted  that  k  was  abfolurely  neceffary  to  remit  the  Difcuffion  of  the  particular 
'  Interefts  of  the  Allies  to  General  Conferences.    And  when  Mr.  St.  John  waspref- 

?'  fing  Monfieur  de  Torcy  to  give  them  fome  Explications  of  what  was  defign'd  for 
7U*  the  Allies,  he  affurcs  him,  'If  the  King  would  offer  a  Plan  of  Specifick  Prelimina- 
ries, the  Queen  will  never  communicate  it  to  Her  Allies.'  And  upon  another 
Occafion,  he  declares  c  this  Negociation  was  begun  and  carried  on  upon  a  Suppo- 
1  fition,  that  the  Queen  muft  defift  from  many  Conditions,  which  in  Rigor  She 
'  was  oblig'd  to  procure  for  Her  Allies. 

In  the  Meffage  of  the  17th  of  January  the  Queen  declares,  Her  PLnipo- 
Untiaries  had  begun ,  in  Pursuance  of  their  Inftruclions ,  to  concert  the  mofl  proper 
Ways  of  procuring  a  jufl  Satisfaction  to  all  in  Alliance  with  Her ,  according  to 
their  Treaties ,  and  particularly  with  Relation  to  Spain  and  the  Indies.  And  Her 
Majefty  had  faid  before,  in  Anfwer  to  an  Addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
prefented  the  Ilth  of  December,  171 1,  I  fhould  be  forry  any  one  could  think  I 
•would  not  do  my  utmofi  to  recover  Spain  and  the  Indies  from  the  Hcuje  of 
Bourbon. 

Your  Committee  cannot  make  the  leaft  doubt  but  Her  Majefty  was  determin'd 
to  recover  Spain  from  the  Lloufe  of  Bourbon.  But  that  Her  Minifters  had  no  luch 
Thoughts,  and  did  not  in  the  leaft  endeavour  it,  appears  in  every  part  of  the  Ne- 
gotiation. In  the  firft  Propofitions  fent  over  by  Mr.  Prior,  Demands  are  made  of 
the  King  of  France,  to  be  perform'd  by  the  King  of  Spain,  which  the  King  of 
France  was  to  engage  for.  And  as  appears  by  an  Entry  in  Lord  Straffcrd's  Book, 
Mr.  Prior  had  Orders  to  fee  if  tfocy  had  full  Powers  from  Spain.  In  the  fpecial  Pre- 
liminaries ,  an  Acceptation  whereof  was  Sign'd  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and 
Mr.  St.  John,  September  the  27th  171  r.  it  is  (aid  cxprefly,  The  King  promifes  in 
the  Name  of  the  King  of  Spain  his  Grandfon,  and  according  to  the  Powers 

which 
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which  His  Majefty  has  receiv'd  from  that  Prince,  That  Port  Mabon  and  Gibral- 
tar fhall  remain  t«  the  Englijh.  Thefc  Steps  had  been  taken  by  rhc  Queen's  Mini- 
fters, even  before  Her  Majefty  had  made  thefc  Declarations;  which  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  therefore  hut  conclude  Her  Majefty  was  not  inform'd  of.  And  al-  • 
jhp'  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  were  oblig'd  by  their  Inftructions  to  infill, 
That  Spain  and  the  Weft- Indies  fhould  not  be  allotted  to  any  Branch  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon;  when  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Frame,  on  the  nth  of  February, 
171  t  \z,  gave  in  their  Specifick  Explanation  of  the  General  Preliminaries, Sign'd 
by  Mr.  Manager  j  the  King  of  France  made  his  firft  Offers  in  the  Name  ,  and 
by  Virtue  of  Powers  from  his  Grandfon  King  Philip,  as  King  of  Spain,  On  the 
4th  of  M-irch,  run,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Minilters  of  the  Allies  ■**■  Utrecht, 
where  they  were  to  Communicate  to  each  other  their  refpeetive  Demands; 
Count  Sinzendorff  infifted,  That  the  Reftitution  of  the  whole  Spanifl)  Monarchy 
fhould  be  exprefly  mention'd  ;  upon  which  Occasion  it  appears,  by  a  Letter  from 
the  Englijl  Minifters  of  the  6th  of  March,  That  they  were  the  only  Minifters 
that  did  not  make  any  mention  at  all  of  Spain,  and  that  they  were  fenfible  of  the 
difadvantageous  Conlequences  of  being  Co  ;  but  being  defirous  to  take  off  this 
Odium,  they  make  a  General  Declaration  concerning  the  juft  and  reafonable  Sa- 
tisfa#ion  for  the  Queen's  Allies,  in  Conformity  to  their  Alliances ;  and  humbly 
hope  what  was  laid  will  not  be  found  contrary  to  what  has  been  hitherto  de- 
clar'd. 

All  the  Attempt  that  the  Queen's  Minifters  ever  made  towards  obtaining  this 
great  Point  ,  which  Her  Majefty  declares,  She  fhould  be  forry  any  one  could 
think  She  did  not  do  Her  utmoft  to  procure,  was  to  demand  A'Turances  that  the 
Cfowns  of  France  and  Spain  fhould  never  be  united.  The  Mechod  of  preventing 
this  Union  was  never  mentioned  by  the  Queen's  Minifters  in  order  to  be  treated 
of,  nor  the  Senfe  of  France  and  Spain  ever  ask'd  upon  it  till  the  latter  End  of 
March,  17x2. 

Tn  this  Meffage  her  Majefty  further  adds,  Tin  World  will  now  fee  how  grouvdieft 
thofe  Reports  are  which  have  been  fpread  abroad  by  Men  of  evil  Jnitntions  t  ■  ferve  the  w;<  (i 
Dcftgns,  as  if  a  Separate  Peace  had  been  treated,  for  which  t%re  has  not  1 
lour  given. 

In  this  Declaration,  Her  Majefty  is  advis'd  by  Her.Mfni Iters,  in  order  to  c 
them  from  the  juft  Sufpicions  which  alJ  the  World  had  concciv'd  of  the  feparate 
Meafures  they  were  cngag'd  in,    not  only  to  declare  there  had   a  1  the 

lealt  Colour  given  for  fuch  Jealoufies,  but  to  Brand  all  that  entertain  l'uch  Appre- 
henfions,  with  the  Character  of  Men  of  evil  Intentions,  that  had  rhc  woi  ft  De- 
figns  to  ferve.  But  that  moft  juft  Caufe  had  been  given  for  thefe  Reports,  is  fuffi- 
cienrly  Evident  from  what  was  iuft  now  obferv'd.  The  Miniftry  had  inli 
the  Secret  fhould  be  inviolably  kept  between  England  and  France,  exclufivc  of  al! 
the  Allies.     A  Separate  Negotiation  between  England  and  France  had  been  carry 'd 
on  by  Papers  fenr  backward  and  forward,  and   much  Time  fpent  therein,  a?  is0ft0b 
faid  in  lord  Stafford's  Inftructions.    Mr.  Prior  had  been  lent  into    France,  and,7U#* 
Mr.  Mefr.jgcr  had  been  in  England,  and  not  the  leaft  Communication  was  given 
5r  Five  Months  together  to  any  of  the  Allies  of  thefe  T  ran  factions,  which  v, 
epending  from  April  1711,  to  September  following,  from   the  Time  that  the  firft 
.'ropofals' Sign'd  by  Monfieur  de  Torcj  were  fent  to  the  States,  till  the  Seven  Ge- 
neral Preliminaries  Sign'd  by  Mr.  Mefnager,  were  communicated  to  them.     When 
thefe  General  Preliminaries  were  Sign'd,  which  were  fent  over  as  a  Foundation 
to  open  the  General  Conferences,  a  Set  of  Special  Preliminaries  between  Eng- 
land and  France  was  Sign'd  on  both  Parts  ,  which  were  conceal'd  ,  publickly  dif- 
own'd,  and  never  appear'd  till  this  Enquiry  ;  and  all  thefe  Tranfaclions  had  pafs'd, 
however  difguis'd  to  Her  Majefty,  before  the  Time  that  Her  Minifters  advh'd  the 
Queen  to  impofe  fo  grofly  upon  the  Nation,as  to  declare  in  Parliament,there  ha^ 
not  been  the  leaft  Colour  given  for  thefc  Surmifes. 

Her  Majefty  is  advis'd  here  to  declare,  That  to  report  that  a  Separate  Peace 
had  been  treated,  proceeds  from  evil  Intentions,  and  to  ferve  the  wcrff  Defigns. 
But  Your  Committee  obferve,  That  after  this  Declaration  of  the  Queen,  Her 
Minifters  propofe  to  France,  agreed  with  France,  and  fent  pofitivc  and  repeated 
Orders  to  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries,  not  only  to  treat,  but  to  conclude  a  Se- 
parate Peace  with    France.     On  the  20th  of  June,  1712,  Mr.  St.  John  acquaints 
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Monfieur  dcTorcy,  The  Queen  will  make  no  difficulty  to  conclude  immediately  a 
Separate  Peace  with  France,  leaving  the  Allies  a  Time  wherein  they  may  have 
Liberty  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Conditions  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Queen 
July  5.  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King.  In  Anfwer  to  this  Monfieur  de  Torcy  tells  Mr.  St. 
1712-  John ,  Upon  Condition  the  Queen  does  immediately  make  a  Separate  Peace,  and 
keep  no  Meafures  with  Her  Allies,  the  King  has  determin'd  to  fend  his  Orders 
ro  permit  the  Fnglifli  Troops  to  enter  into  Dunkirk.  On  the  12th  of  July,  1712, 
Mr.  St.  John  thinks  the  Queen  in  a  Condition  not  to  lofe  a  Moment's  Time  in 
concluding  with  the  Minifters  of  France  the  Convention  for  a  General  Sufpenfi- 
on  cf  Arms  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  even  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Bri- 
tain and  France.  And  on  the  4th  of  Augufi,  \-jiz,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  acquaints 
Mr.  St.  John,  That  the  King  confented  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  having  Sicily  upon 
certain  Conditions;  wherein  one  exprefs  Condition  is,  That  a  Peace  be  conclu- 
ded between  F.ngland,  and  France,  Spain,  and  Savoy.  And  at  laft,  when  the  Treaty 
drew  near  to  a  Conclufion,  and  almoft  all  the  Allies  were  ready  to  Sign,  on  the 
zoth  of  February,  1712-1;,  pofitive  Orders  are  fent  to  the  Britijh  Plenipotentia- 
ries to  conclude  and  Sign  with  France  •  and  on  the  28th  Lord  Bolingbrcke  repeats 
his  Orders  to  the  Britijh  Plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  and  Sign  with  France  :  And 
acquaints  them,  '  The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  had  declar'd,That  their  Lordfhips  hnd 
'  Orders,  in  cafe  the  French  comply'd,  as  they  now  have  actually  done,  to  Sign  Her 
1  Majefty's  Peace  with  France  without  further  delay  ;  and  that  His  Grace  had  alfo 
c  declar'd,  That  in  this  Cafe  Her  Majefty  would  open  the  Parliament  by  telling 
c  them  that  She  had  made  a  Peace  with  France ;  Thefe  two  Confiderations,  his 
r  Lorclfhip  fays,  were  perhaps  the  moft  prevalent  Inducements  to  the  French  Court 
'  to  come  roundly  into  Her  Majefty's  Propofitions. 

Your  Committee  think  they  cannot  clofe  this  Head  better  than  with  repeat- 
ing a  Paffage  from  one  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,s  Letters  to  Mr.  Prior,  wherein  he 
fays,  c  If  fuch  Overtures  as  thefe  were  not  inftantly  accepted,  our  Separate 
.'  Peace  would,  fitting  this  Parliament,  be  addrefs'd  for,  made,  approv'd,  and  the 
'  Caufe  of  France  for  once  become  Popular  in  Great- Britain. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1,7.12,  the  Queen  fays  ,  lam  now  come  to  let  You  know  up~ 
on  what  Terms  a  General  Peace  may  be  made. 

On  the  fame  Day,  Lord  Bolirrgbroke  acquaints  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  fThat  tho'  the 

*  King  of  France  had  not  anfwer'd  the  Queen's  Demands,according  to  expectation, 
'  the  Queen  would  not  defer  going  that  Day  to  Parliament,  and  making  all  the 
c  Declarations  that  were  neceflary  to  render  the  Nation  unanimoufiy  inclined  to 
'  the  Per.ce. 

The  Queen  fays ,  The  Difficulties  had  been  increas'd  by  other  ObfiruBions, 
artfully  contyivd  to  hinder  this  great  and  good  Work.  Whereas  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  Minifters  had  receiv'd  but  the  Day  before,  the  Account  that  King  Philip 
had  confented  to  make  the  Renunciation,  upon  which  Account  only  the  Queen's 
fpeaking  to  the  Parliament  had  been  deferr'd. 

The  Queen  fays,  I  have  not  omitted  any  Thing  which  might  procure  to  all  our  Allies 
what  is  due  to  them  by  Treaties,  and  what  is  neceffary  for  their  Security. 

Lord  Bolingbrole,  on  the  very  fame  Day,  in  his  Letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  lays, 
*L©rd  Strajfordh  going  back  to  Utrecbt^ni  the  Inftru&ions  he  is  to  carry  will  put 
c  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  in  aCondition  to  keep  no  longer  thofeMeafures  to 

*  which  they  have  hitherto  been  oblig'd  to  fubmit ;  but  from  henceforth  they  may 
s  openly  joyn  with  thofe  of  France,  and  give  Law  to  them  who  will  not  fubmit  to 
'  juft  and  reasonable  Conditions. 

The  Queen  fays,  Nothing  has  mov'd  me  from  fteadily  purfuing  in  the  firji  Place  the 
true  Jnterefi  of  my  own  Kingdoms. 

'  Lord  Bolingbrcke  juft  before,  on  the  24th  of  May,  had  propos'd  to  Monfieur 
de  Torcy,  'That  the  Queen  being  much  more  Intent  upon  the  General  Peace,than 
**any  particular  Advantages,  GommhTaries  fliould  be  appointed  to  fettle  after  the 
c  Peace,  fuch  Points  relating  to  Trade ,  as  requir'd  a  longer  Difcuffion  than  the 
r  prefsnt  Crifis  would  admit. 

The 


The  Queen  fays,  That  to  prevent  the  Union  of  the  Two  Crowns,  (lit  would 
not  be  content  with  what  was  Speculative ,  but  infifled  upon  fometbing  Solid  :  Al  - 
tho'Monfieur  de  Tony  had  before  declar'd  to  the  Queen's  Minifters,  'That  to  ac- 

*  ccpt  of  this  Expedient  which  they  propos'd  would  be  to  build  upon  a  Sandy 
'  Foundation. 

The  Queen  fays,  The  Nature  of  the  Propofal  for  a  Renunciation  is  fucb ,  that 
it  executes  ft  felf:  and  that  France  and  Spain  are  thereby  more  effctlually  divided 
than  ever.    '  But  Monfieur  deTorcy  had  before  affur'd  the  Queen's  Minifters,  That 

*  this  Renunciation  would  be  null  and  void,  by  the  fundamental  Laws  of  France,  ; 
'  and  they  would  deceive  themfelves  who  accepted  of  it  as  an  Expedient  to  pre- 
f  vent  the  Union  of  the  Two  Crowns. 

The  Queen  fays ,  Provifion  is  made,  that  the  fame  Privileges  and  advantages 
as  fhall  be  granted  to  any  other  Nation  by  France,  jhall  be  granted  in  like  Man- 
ner to  Us.  But  it  appears,  by  a  Fetter  of  Lord  Bolingbrcke's  in  January  following 
to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  That  France  refus'd  to  let  our  Trade  ftand  upon  the 
Foot  of  Gens  amicijfima  •  declar'd  the  Tariff  of  1664,  which  was  granted  to  the 
Dutch,  except  the  Four  Species,  was  too  Beneficial  for  Us ;  and  refus'd  to  grant 
it  until  another  Tariff  fhould  be  made  in  Great-Britain  exactly  conformable  to  that 
of  1664.  whereby  our  Duties  would  be  reduced  as  theirs  are  in  France  by  that  Ta- 
riff. 

As  to  our  Commerce  with  France,  the  Queen  fays  here,  June  the  6th  1712. 
It  was  in  a  Method  of  being  fettled.  And  Mr.  Prior  fays  of  it  jn  May  following , 
nea  a  Twelvemonth  after,  'We  had  like  to  have  made  an  Athanaftan  Bufinefs  of 
'  it  at  Utrecht,  by  that  Explanation  of  our  own  Way  of  understanding  our  own 

*  Con  nercc.  Their  Letters  to  you,  full  of  Surmifes  and  Doubts,  that  all  was  un- 
'hing-d  ;  and  their  Letters  to  Us  again,That  Explanations,  however  made,  were 
'  only  to  lave  Appearances,  and  fignified  nothing  :  This  Melange,  I  fay,  and  my 
'endeavouring  to  underfiand  it,  had  like  to  make  me  run  mad,  if  the  Duke  of 
'  Shrewsbury's  extreme  good  Senfe,  and  Monf.  de  Torcy\  not  only  Honeft  but  Right 
'  Understanding,  had  not  redrefs'd  Us. 

The  Queen  fays,  The  French  confented  to  deliver  up  Newfoundland  and  Placen- 
tia.  But  it  muff,  be  remembred,  That  in  the  Preliminaries  fign'd  in  September  pre- 
ceding, the  French  had  referv'd  to  themfelves  a  liberty  of  taking  and  drying  Fifh 
in  Newfoundland. 

The  Queen  fays,  An  abfolutt  Ceffion  was  to  be  made  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Aca- 
dia. But  Cape  Breton,  which  was  always  understood  to  be,  and  is  fo  declar'd  by 
the  Queen's  Instructions  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  to  be  Part  of  Nova  Scotia,  is 
exprefly  given  up  to  France. 

The  Queen  fays,  The  Trade  to  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies  may  in  general  be 
fettled,  as  it  was  in  the  Time  of  the  late  King  of  Spain,  Charles  the  Second.  But 
when  the  Project  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  came  from  Madrid,  Lord  Boling- 
hroke  fays  of  it,  '  They  had  fent  a  Blind,  Lame,  Mifhapen,  Indigefted  Mon- 

*  fter,  instead  of  that  fair  Offspring  which  we  had  reafon  to  expect  from  our 
'Candour. 

If  all  the  other  Parts  of  this  Speech  be  ftri<5tTy  examin'd,  it  will  be  found  thac 
the  Ministry  did  fo  grofly  deceive  the  Queen,  in  order  to  impofe  upon  the  Par- 
liament by  her  Authority,  that  there  is  fcarce  a  Paragraph  that  does  not  contain 
fome  unfair,  or  at  least  equivocal  Reprefentation  of  the  State  of  the  Negotiati- 
ons. And  when  the  Queen  was  advis'd  by  her  Minifters  to  make  this  Commu- 
nication to  Parliament,  as  the  Terms  upon  which  a  General  Peace  might  be 
made,  it  is  very  evident,  they  had  no  Affurances  that  France  would  make  good 
what  they  prevail'd  upon  the  Queen  to  declare  in  fo  fol.emn  and  publick  a  Man- 
ner. For  on  June  the  nth,  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol  is  directed  by  Mr.  St.  John  to 
Difcourfe  with  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies  agreeably  to  the  Plan  contain'd  in  Her 
Majefty's  Speech  :  But  before  his  Lordfhip makes  this  Step,  Mr.  St.  Jobntelh  him, 
'  It  will  be  proper  that  he  fpeaks  firft  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  upon  this 

*  Subject ;  whether  they  will  be  willing,  and  in  what  manner  they  will  be  willing, 
'  to  give  this  Communication  to  the  Allies.  In  anfwer  to  which,  the  Bifhop  of 
Briftol  writes  word,  June  the  28th,  that  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  declar'd 
they  had  no  fuch  Orders,  and  without  them  they  could  not  do  it ;  And  in  this 
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Refufal  of  owning  the  Queen's  Speech,  as  containing  their  Matters  Offers,  and  in 
abfolutely  denying  to  Treat  upon  it,  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  perfever'd,  even 
after  the  Dutch  had  confented  to  Treat  upon  th£t  Plan,  and  to  accept  the  Queen's 
Speech  pro  Materia  traciandi. 

T"he  Committee  having  proceeded  thus  far  in  the  Terufal  and 
Examination  of  the  Books  and  Tapers  referred  to  them, 
thought  it  not  proper  to  defer  this  Report  until  tbty  had  per* 
'  fecled  what  remain^  especially  upon  the  affairs  of  Dunkirk 
and  the  Afiknro  :  In  which  they  have  nude  Juch  a  Trogrefs, 
that  they  hope  they  jlmll  in  a  fhort  time  be  able  to  lay  than 
before  the  Houje. 


A  P  P  E  N- 
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N°.  I. 

The  Firft  Propofitions  of  France,   Dated  the  Twenty  fecoiid 
of  April,  171 1. 

AS  it  is  not  to  he  doubted  but  tbe  King  is  in  a  Condition  to  maintain  the 
War  with  Glory,  foit  cannot  beetteem'd  a  Sign  of  Weaknefs,  that  his 
Majefty  breaks  the  Silence  that  he  has  kept  fince  the  Separation  of  the 
Conferences  of  Gertruydenberg  ;  and  chat  before  the  Opening  of  the  Cam- 
paign, he  (till  gives  new  Proofs  of  the  Delire  that  he  has  always  prelerv'd  to  pro- 
cure the  Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Repofe  of  Europe  :  But  after  the  Experience  he 
has  made  of  the  Sentiments  of  Thofe  who  now  Govern  the  Rtpuhlick  of  Holland, 
and  of  Their  Induftry  to  render  the  Negotiations  fruitlefs,  he  is  willing,  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  to  addrefs  to  the  Englijh  Nation  the  Propofitions  that  he  thinks  fie  to 
make  to  end  the  War,  and  firmly  to  Secure  the  General  Tranquillity  of  Carilten- 
dom. 

Tis  with  this  View,  that  the  King  offers  to  Treat  of  Peace  upon  the  Bafis  of  the 
following  Conditions. 

That  the  EngliJI)  fhall  have  real  Securities  to  Exercife  their  Commerce  hereafter 
in  Spain,  to  the  Indies,  and  in  the  Ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 

II. 

The  King  will  Agree  to  form  in  the  Low  Countries  a  fufficient  Barrier  for  the  Se- 
curity of  the  Republick  of  Holland  ;  and  this  Barrier  fhall  be  agreeable  to  England, 
and  to  the  good  liking  of  the  Evglijh  ;  his  Majefty  promifing  ac  the  fame  time  an 
entire  Liberty  and  Security  for  the  Commerce  of  the  Dutcb. 

III. 

Reafonable  Means  fhall  be  fincerely  and  bona  fide  fought  out  for,  to  fatisfie  the 
Allies  of  England  and  HolUnd. 

IV. 

As  the  good  State  of  the  Affairs  of  the  King  of  Spain  furnifhes  new  Hxpedten's 
to  end  the  Difference  touching  that  Monarchv,  and  to  Regulate  it  to  the  C  intent 
of  the  Parties  interefted,  fincere  Endeavours  fhall  be  us'd  to  furmount  the  Difficul- 
ties rais'd  on  this  Occafion,  and  to  fecure  the  State,  the  Commerce,  and  generally 
thelnterefts  of  all  the  Parties  engag'd  in  the  prefent  War. 

V. 
The  Conferences  to  Treat  of  the  Pe?ce  upon  the  Bafis  of  thefe  Conditions  fhall 
be  immediately  Open'd,  and  the  Plenipotentiaries  that  the  King  fhall  Nominate  to 
affift  thereat,  fhall  Treat  with  Thofe  of  England  and  Holland  alone,  or  joyntly  with 
Thofe  of  their  Allies,  at  the  Choice  of  England. 

VI. 

His  Majefty  propofes  the  Cities  of  Ah  laChapelle  and  Leige  for  the  Place  where 
the  Plenipotentiaries  fhall  be  Aflembled,  referring  it  to  England  to  Choofc  One  of 
thofe  Two  Cities  to  Treat  therein  of  the  General  Peace.  Given  at  Marl:  the  Twenty 
fecond  Day  of  April,  1711. 

De  Torcy. 
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N°.  II. 

Private  Proportions  fent  by  from  England,  Dated 

Saturday  the  ift  o/July,   1711. 

TH  A  T  the  Man  was  to  be  fent  over  to  Morrow  for  a  final  Anfwer. 
That  We  would  make  no  Peace  but  what  fhould  be  to  the  SatisfaCHon  of  all 
Our  Allies  i  That  the  Dutch  (hould  have  a  Barrier,  the  Emperor  One  for  their  Secu- 
rity, and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  O.ie  ■,  and  that  he  fhould  have  Reftofd  all  that  was 
pur  into  his  PclTeffion  by  the  Emperor,  and  that  the  French  fhould  Reftore  all  they 
had  raken  from  him  •,  and  that  he  fhould  have  what  other  Add  tion  fhould  bethought 
proper  -,  and  that  Care  fhould  be  taken  to  keep  the  Balance  \n  Italy  ;  and  that  We 
fhould  have  pMitive  Aflurance  that  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  fhould  never 
be  Unted. 

That  all  Our  Allies  fhould  be  Satisfied  according  to  their  Agreements  and  Trea- 
ties with  Us. 

That  the  Trade  of  Holland,  fhould  be  Secur'd. 

In  Relation  to  Great  Britain  in  particular. 

THAT  Our  Trade  and  Commerce  fhould  be  Settled  and  Agreed  on  fuch  a  foot 
as  will  be  to  rjie  Satisfaction  of  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  Government  fhould  be  acknowledg'd  in  Frame,  as  it  is  now  Settled  in 
Great  Britain. 

That  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  fhould  continue  in  the  PolLffion  they  now  are  in. 

That  Dunkirk  fhould  be  Demolifh'd. 

That  the  AJjiento  fhould  be  entirely  in  the  Hands  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  France, 
nor  no  other,  fhjuld  pretend  to  meddle  in  it,  but  Britain  enjoy  it  after  the  Peace  as 
the  French  do  now. 

That  Newfoundland  fhould  be  entirely  given  tin  to  the  EiyliJI),  that  the  Trade  of 
Hudfons  Bay  fhould  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  French  anl  Evglijh,  as  they  are  now. 

And  that  all  things  in  America  fhou'd  continue  in  the  PoiTeflion  of  Thole  they 
fh'uld  be  found  to  be  in  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace. 

That  all  Advantages,  or  Liberty  of  Commerce,  that  has  been  or  fhill  be  Granted 
to  the  French  by  the  Spaniards,  fhall  be  equally  Granted  to  the  Subjects  of  Great 
Britain. 

That  the  Secret  fh  ill  be  inviolably  kept,  till  allow'd  to  be  divu/g'd  by  the  mutual 
Confent  of  both  Parries  concerned. 

Pr.  was  fenr  to  France  the  day  of  July,  171 1.  had  a  Power  Sign'd  by  the 
Queen,  and  ordev'd  to  return  if  they  mad«  Difficulties,  and  to  fee  if  they  had  full 
Powers  from  Spain, 

N.  He  was  met  by  Buffi,  he  told  at  Dover  he  met  one  going  to  France  Jfrait  from  the 
River.    Buffi  coming  without  a  Pafswas  taken  up,  and  the  People  defrd  to  infpire. 

Examined: 

N°.  III. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  to  the  Queen,  Dated 
the  20th  of  September,  171 1. 

Madam, 

THE  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  metth's  Morning  at  the  Cockpit,  and 
directed  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  and  my  felf  to  Confer  with  Monfieur  Mefnager. 

We  law  him  accordingly  this  Evening  at  Mr.  Prior's  Houfe,  where  my  Lord 
Treafurer  and  my  Lord  Chamberlain  were  likewife  prefent. 

He  has  put  into  our  hands  the  Anfwer  Sign'd  by  the  King  of  France  to  the  De- 
mands laft  fent  over  by  Your  Mrjefty's  Order,  and  this  Anfwer  complies  with  every 
Article,  except  the  Eighth  relating  to  North- America  >,  we  find  however,  that  we  fhall 
be  able  to  compound  this  Point,  in  the  manner  which  YourMajefty  fome  time  ago 
refolv'd  to  pafs  it  in,  provided  France  gave  Ycu  Satisfaction  upon  the  Seventh  Ar- 
ticle, as  flie  has  nowentirely  done. 

3  The 
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The  Propofitions  whxh  are  to  be  Tent  into  Holland,  as  the  Foundation  of  a  gene1- 
nl  Treaty,  we  have  likewile  recciv'd  from  him,  and  rhat  which  was  thought  molt 
liable  to  OI>j  ftion,  hasheen  very  much  mended.  My  Lord  Treafur-jr 
prop'  s'd  forrie  fartnei    .Iteration*,  in  order  to  make  the  whole  jblc 

Abroad  ;  and  Monfieur  Mtfnager  ieemin^  indin'd  to  agree  to  them,  I  am  this  Night 
to  draw  them  into  Form  tor  my  Lords  or  the  Council  toconfider  :v  M  >ming. 

This   Madam,  heing  the  prdent  Scituation  of  theTreary,  Y  mts  are  Una- 

nitnoullr  of  Opinion,  rhat  the  Warrant  and  full  Powers  lhoul.l  he  prcpir'd  this 
Night,  and  Tranfmittud  to  Your  Maj-tty,  by  which  means,  if  it  be  Your  PIcafure, 
the  larter  may  pafs  the  Great  Seil  to  Morrow. 

It  is  now  fo  extremely  late,  ard  I  have  (o  much  Bi.finefs  to  do,  which  mud  of 
necefliry  be  got  ready  by  Morning,  that  the  whole  Night  would  not  lutfice,  if  I  was 
to  Kngrofs  the  Jnitrument  in  my  own  Hand-Writing;  1  therefore  make  ufe  of  a 
Clerk  to  Tranfcribe  them,  but  it  is  the  fame  who  has  Copy'd  all  the  Papers  which 
have  pafs'd  in  the  Co'urie  of  this  Negotiation. 

There  comes  an  exact  Tranilinon  of  the  lull  Powers  in  this  Pacquer,  the  Words 
of  which  are  very  ample  and  extenlive,  but  they  are  agreeable  to  the  Form  ufed  by 
Your  Majefty  upon  fuch  Occafions. 

My  Lord  Treafurer  mov'd,  and  all  my  Lords  were  of  the  fame  Opinion,  that 
Mr.  Prior  (hould  he  added  to  thofe  who  are  Empower'd  to  Sign,  the  rralbn  for 
which  is,  becaufe  he  having  Perfonally  Treated  with  Monlieur  it  Torci,  is  tne  beft 
VVitnefswe  can  produce  of  the  Senie  in  which  the  General  Preliminiry  Engagements 
are  Enter'd  into;  beGdes  which,  as  he  is  the  heft  vers'd  in  Matters  of  Trade  of  all 
YourMajefties  Servants  who  have  been  fruited  in  this  Secret,  if  You  (lull  think  fie 
to  employ  him  in  the  flture  Treaty  of  Commerce,  it  will  be  of  Coitfequence  that 
he  has  been  a  Parry  concern'd  in  concluding  that  Convention,  which  mult  be  the  Rule 
ofthisTrearv.  The  reft  of  rhe  Plsnipotennafes  are  all  thofe  who  have  iheHonuurro 
fit  in  Your  Majefty 's  Ctbinec  Council,  which  my  Lords  understood  to  be  Your  Ma- 
jefty's  Pleafure. 

The  OJlend  Mail  which  arriv'diaft  Night,  brought  no  News. 

I  am,  with  the  utmofl  Rcfpett, 

Madam,  Jour  Majeflfs  tnoft  Dutiful  Subj.tf, 

and  moft  Olediext,  Faithful  and  Devoted  Savant, 


Th 


H.  St.  John. 

N".  IV. 


The  Anfvoer  o/France  to  the  Preliminary  Demands  for  Great 
Britain  more  particularly. 

THe  King  being  particularly  inform'd,  by  the  lalt  Memorial,  that  theMinifters 
of  Great  Britain  returned  to  Mr.  Mefnager  of  the  Difpofitions  of  that  Crown, 
to  Facilitate  the  General  Peace  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  the  Parties  Interelted  in  the 
prefent  War,  and  his  Majelty  plainly  feeing,  as  the  Memorial  lets  forth,  that  he 
can  run  no  Rifque  by  engaging  himfelf  in  the  manner  therein  exprefs'd,  fince  the 
Preliminary  Articles  will  not  ha\e  any  Effect:  before  the  S;gning  of  the  General 
Peace  ^  defiring  moreover  very  fincerely  to  do  all  that  is  in  his  Power  to  Advance  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Repofe  of  Europe,  efpecially  by  a  way  fo  agreeable  to  his 
Majefty  as  the  Interpolation  of  a  Princefs  will  be,  whom  fo  many  Ties  of  Blood 
fhould  unite  with  him,  aud  whofe  Sentiments  for  the  Publick  Tranquillity  cannot  be 
doubted:  His  Majefty  mov'd  with  thefe  Confiderations,  hath  ordcr'd  rheSieur  .Me/^ 
vager,  Knight  of  his  Order  of  St.  Michael,  Deputy  to  the  Council  of  Commerce,  ro 
give  in  Writing  the  following  Anfwers  to  the  Articles  contain'd  in  the  Memorial 
which  was  fent  to  him,  Intituled,  £ '> elhninary  Demands  for  Great  Britain  more 
particularly. 

The 


[43 


The  Kings  dnfwer. 


Article  I. 

His  Majefty  will  acknowledge  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  in  that 
Quality,  as  alfo  the  Succeflion  to  that 
Crown,  according  to  the  prefent  Elta- 
bliftimenr. 

II.      . 

The  King  confents  to  make  a  New 
Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain, 
after  the  moft  Tuft,  moft  Realonable, 
and  moft  Advantageous  manner  to  France 
and  Great  Britain. 

III. 

Tho'  Dunkirk  has  coft  the  King  very 
great  Sums  of  Money  in  Purchafing  as 
well  as  Fortifying  ir,.and  that  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Expence  will  ftill  be  neceffary 
to  Rafe  the  Works  ;  His  Majefty  is  how- 
ever willing  to  Engage  that  they  (hall  he 
Demolifhed  immediately  after  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  Peace,  upon  condition  thac 
an  Equivalent  (hall  be  given  him  to  his 
own  content,  in  lieu  of  the  Fortifications 
of  that  Place  5  and  as  England  cannot 
furnifh  the  faid  Equivalent,  the  Difcuf- 
fion  thereof  fhall  be  referred  to  the  Con- 
ferences held  for  the  Negotiation  of  the 
General  Peace. 

IV. 

The  King  promifes  in  the  Name  of 
the  King  of  Spain  his  Grandfbn,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  Power  rhat  his  Majefty 
has  received  from  that  Prince,  that  Gi- 
braltar and  Port  Mahon  fhall  remain  in 
the  Hands  of  the  EngliJI)  who  now  Pof- 
fefs  them. 

V. 

The  EngliJI)  fhall  have,  after  the  Peace 
Concluded,  the  Treaty  of  Negroes  of 
Guinea  to  the  Weft- Indies,  alias,  the  AJji- 
ento  Contra  cl,  upon  the  fame  Conditions 
that  that  Convention  was  made  by  the 
King  of  Sfain  with  the  French  •,  So  that 
the  Company  which  fhall  be  Eftablifh'd 
for  this  Effecl  in  England  fhall  have  the 
Prerogative  of  Refrefhing,  Vending,  and 
Selling  their  Negroes  in  all  the  Places 
and  Ports  of  America  upon  the  North  Sea, 
in  that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Generally 
in  all  the  Places  and  Ports  wherein  the 
Importation  was  permitted  to  the  Ships 
of  rhe  Company  form'd  in  France  under 
the  Name  of  the  AJJiento. 
VI. 

The  King  promifes,  for  himfelf,  and 
for  the  King  of  Spain,  purfuant  to  the 
Power  which  is  in  his  Majefty's  Hands, 


'Preliminary  Demands  for 
Great  Britain  more  par- 
ticularly. 

Article  1. 

THe  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  according  to  the  prefenc 
Eltablifhment;  fhall  be  acknowledged. 


II, 

A  New  Treaty  of  Commerce  between 
Great  B- it  din  and  France  fhall  be  made 
after  a  molt  Jult  and  Reafonable  Man- 
ner. 

III. 

Dunkirk  fhall  be  Demolifhed. 


IV. 
Gibraltar  and.  Pori  Mahon  fhall  remain 
in  the  Hands  of  Thofe  who  now  Pofiefs 
them. 


The  AJfunto  Contracl  fhall  be  made 
with  the  EntfiJI)  after  the  fame  manner 
that  the  French  now  Pofiefs  it  j  and  fuch 
Places  in  Spanijb  America  fhall  be  Allot- 
ted to  Thole  Interefted  in  the  faid  Com- 
merce, for  the  Refrefhment  and  Sale  of 
their  Negroes,  as  fhall  be  thought  necef- 
fary  and  convenient. 


VI. 

All  the  Advantages,  Rights  and  Pri- 
vileges which  are  already  Granted  or 
which  fhall  hereafter  be  Granted  by  Spain 

thac 
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that  this  Article  fhall  be  Gran'ed  in  cafe 
the  Peace  be  Concluded,  as  the  forego- 
ing, and  that  it  Jhall  be  punctually  Ex- 
ecuted. 

VH. 


Tho1  the  King  of  Spain,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  Reign,  was  inclinable  to  fa- 
vour the  French  Nation,  having  Occafion 
for  Supplies  of  Money  to  relieve  his 
Country  from  an  Impending  War;  this 
Prince,  notwithftanding  thefe  Confidera- 
tions  Granted  but  for  Ten  Years  to  the 
French,  the  Privilege  of  the  Treaty  of 
Negroes ;  'Twould  be  very  much  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Englijh  to  leave  in  their  hands 
for  Twenty  Years  a  Prerogative  which  it 
feems  all  the  Nations  of  Europe  would 
each  enjoy  in  their  Turn.  Yet  the  King 
promifes,that  the  King  his  Grand  fon  fhall 
yield  to  the  Englijh  during  Thirty  Years 
Succeffively  the  Treaty  of  Negroes  of 
Guinea  to  the  Weft-Indies,  alias,  the  Affi- 
orto  Contract,  upon  the  fame  Conditions, 
Prerogatives,  and  Privileges  Granted  to 
the  Yrencb  Company,  and  which  they 
Enjoy'd  or  ought  to  have  Enjoy'd  fince 
the  ift.  of  May  1702.  to  this  time. 

The  King  fhall  grant  this  Article. 

His  Majefty  promifes  likewife  in  the 
Name  of  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Advan- 
4 


to  the  Subjects  of  France,  or  of  any  other 
Nation   whatfoevcr,    fhall  be  I  lav 
Granted  to  the  Subj  £ls  of  Gi  cat  Britain. 
VII. 

And  for  the  better  protecting  rhe  Com- 
merce in  the  Spanijl)  America,  tin  F."glijb 
(hail  be  put  in  PolTeflion  of  fuch  PI 
as  fhall  be  nam'd  in  the  Trejty  ol  Piacc. 

France  having  oft'er'd  a  real  Security 
for  the  Commerce  of  the  ->  ol  the 

Queen  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Spanijh  A- 
merka,  it  was  never  Douhtcd  bu  Fiance 
thtrebv  meant  fome  Places  ;  and  we  have 
been  Confirmed  in  this  Opini'  n,  lince 
Franca  hath  propolcd  Gibraltar  as  a  Se- 
curity for  the  Commerce  of  Spain  and  of 
the  Mediterranean.  The  Advan'.iges  and 
the  Privileges  cfiered  hy  the  S  eur  / 
vager,  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  real  Se- 
curities, becaufe  it  will  aiways  be  in  the 
Power  of  Spain  to  refume  them  :  There- 
fore 'tis  believed  that  Fame  is  oblig'd, 
either  to  caufe  to  be  yielded  to  Great  Bri- 
tain the  Places  Demanded  in  this  Ar- 
ticle, or  to  procure  it  new  Advantages, 
fuch  as  the  Love  of  Perce  may  make  it 
accept  as  an  Equivalent.  Upon  vl  ich  We 
think  Our  Sehes  oblig'd  to  infilt.  that 
this  Minifter  be  furnifhed  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  Power.  And  further,  to  Teftir 
fie  the  Sincerity  wherewith  We  Trear, 
and  the  Defire  that  Her  Majefty  of  Great 
Britain  hath  to  Advance  the  General 
Peace  ■,  She  hath  thought  fit  to  Declare, 
thar  the  Difficulty  arifen  upon  this  Arti- 
cle may  be  remov'd,  in  Granting  to  Her 
the  following  Articles. 

That  the  Affitnto  Conttaft  be  rmde 
wirb  Great  Britain  for  the  Term  of  Thir- 
ty Years. 


That  the  whole  Ifland  of  Sr.  Cbrifto- 
phers  be  Seemed  to  Great  Britain. 

That  the  Advantages  and  Exemptions 

of  Duties  promis'd  by  the  Sieur  Mefnager, 

*  C  tage* 
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tages  and  Exemptions  of  the  Duties 
whereof  mention  is  made  in  this  Article, 
and  which  the  Engliji)  (hall  enjoy  imme- 
diately after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
at  the  Exchange  of  the  Ratifications. 

The  General  Peace  being  made^  there 
fhall  be  Afiign'd  to  the  Engliji)  Company 
ofAjJiento,  an  Extent  of  Land  in  the  River 
de  la  Plata,  upon  which  they  may  not  on- 
ly refrefh  their  Negroes,  but  keep  them 
fife  till  they  be  Sold,  according  to  the 
Conditions  which  fhall  be  Stipulated  by 
the  Convention  which  is  to  be  pals'dfor 
the  Affiento-,  and  to  hinder  any  Abufe  of 
this  Pcrmiflion,  the  King  of  Spain  fhall 
name  an  Officer  to  Intend  the  Affair,  to 
whofe  In(pe£tion  the  Interefted  in  the 
Paid  Company,  and  generally  all  thole 
they  fhall  employ  in  their  Service,  fhall 
fubmit  themfelves. 

VIII. 

The  Difcuffion  of  this  Article  fhall  be 
referred  to  the  General  Conferences  of  the 
Peace,  provided  that  the  Liberty  of  Fifh- 
ing  and  Drying  of  Ccd-Fifh  upon  the 
Me  of  Newfound/and  be  Referv'd  to  the 
French. 


and  which  he  pretended  amounted  to 
1 5  per  Cent,  profit  upon  all  Meichandifes 
of  the  Growth  and  Manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  be  effectually  Granted  to  that 
Kingdom. 

Great  Britain  may  Refrefh  their  Ne- 
groes at  Jamaica,  and  there  make  a  Di- 
ltributton  of  thofe  whom  they  fhall  fend 
to  Vera  Cruz,  Porto  Bella,  and  other  Fa- 
ctories in  that  Part  of  the  Indies  :  But  as 
on  the  Side  of  the  River  de  Plata,  they 
have  no  PolTeflion  of  any  Colony,  they 
demand  that  there  be  Aflign'd  to  them  in 
that  River  fome  Extent  of  Land,  upon 
which  they  may  not  only  Refrefh  their 
Negroes,  but  keep  them  Safe  until  they 
be  Sold  to  the  Spaniards.  And  as  no  Ar- 
tifice is  intended  in  making  this  Demand, 
they  will  Submit  themfelves  in  this  re- 
fpecf,  to  the  Inflection  of  the  Officer  that 
fhall  for  this  purpofe  be  nam'd  by  Spain. 
VIII. 

Newfoundland,  the  Bay,  and  Streigkts 
of  Hudfon,  fhall  be  entirely  Reftor'd  to 
the  Engliji)  ;  Great  Britain  and  France 
fliall  refpeclively  Keep  and  PolTefs  all  the 
Countries,  Dominions,  and  Territories  in 
North- America,  which  each  of  thofe  Na- 
tions (hall  Poffefs  at  the  time  that  the 
Ratification  of  this  Treaty  fhall  be  Pub- 
lifh'd  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  World. 


In  the  Execution  of  the  Orders  of  the  King,  We  the  underwritten  Knight  of  his 
Order  of  St.  Michael,  Deputy  to  the  Council  of  Commerce,  have  Adjufted  the 
prefent  Anfwers  to  the  Preliminary  Demands  for  Great  Britain,  in  Number  Eight 
Articles,  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  of  his  Majefty,  of  which  We  have  furniffui  a 
Copy  Sign'd  with  Our  hand,  and  promife  in  the  Name  of  his  faid  Majefty,  that 
the  laid  Anfwers  fhall  be  look'd  upon  as  Conditions  that  he  agrees  to  Grant,  of 
which  the  Articles  fhall  be  Reduc'd  into  the  Ordinary  Form  of  Treaties,  and  Ex- 
plain'd  after  the  molt  clear  and  mod  intelligible  Manner,  to  the  Common  Satif- 
faclion  of  France  and  Great  Britain.  And  this  in  cafe  of  the  Signing  of  the 
Treaty  of  the  General  Peace.  In  Witnefs  whereof  We  have  Sign'd,  and  put  the 
Seal  of  Our  Arms.    Given  at  London,   ?£$££  170. 


(L.S.)         Mefnager. 


The  moft  Chriftian  King,  having  Teftified  to  the  Queen  the  fincere  Defire  that 
he  has  to  fee  the  General  Tranquillity  of  Europe  Re-eftablifh'd  by  a  Definitive, 
Sure,  and  Durable  Peace,  agreeable  to  the  Intereft  of  all  the  Allies,  and  having  De- 
fied that  the  Queen  would  Advance  the  Negotiation  of  fuch  a  Peace,  it  hath  been 
thought  Juft  and  Reafonable,  that  the  Intereits  of  Great  Britain  fhould  in  the  firft 
Place  be  Adjufted  and  Secured.  For  this  End  the  molt  Chriftian  King  having  fent 
the  Sieur  Mefnager,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Sr.  Michael,  and  Deputy  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Commerce,  he  hath  Adjufted  the  abovemention'd  Articles  in  Number  Eighr, 
by  Virtue  of  the  Power  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  whereof  he  has  Supplied  Us 
with  a  Copy  Sign'd  with  his  hand  ;  which  Articles  We  the  underwritten  Declare, 
by  Virtue  of  anExprefs  Order  from  Her  Majefty,  that  She  does  accept  as  Prelimi- 
nary Articles,  which  only  contain  fuch  Securities  and  Advantages  as  Her  Majefty 
thinks  She  may  in  Juftice  expect,  what  Prince  foever  he  be  to  whom  the  Monarchy 
of  Spain  (hall  be  Allotted.  And  thefe  Articles  are  to  be  look'd  upon  as  Conditions 
that  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  agrees  to  Grant  j  which  Articles  fhall  be  Reduced 
S  into 
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into  the  ufual  Form  of  Treaties,  and  Explain'd  after  the  molt  clear,  and  molt  In- 
telligible Manner,  to  the  Common  Satisfaction  or  Great  Britain  and  France.  And 
this  only  in  cafe  of  the  Signing  of  the  General  Peace.  In  Witnefs  whereof  We  hare 
Sign'd,  and  put  the  Seals  of  Our  Arms.  Given  at  London,  £-££;  1711. 

(L.S.)        Dartmouth. 
(US.)        H.  St.  John. 

N°.  V. 

Warrant  to  Lord,  Keeper ;  for  Affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  a 
Commijfion  for  Signing  a  Treaty  with  Mefnager. 

(L.S.)       Anne  R.  Endorsed — not  Us'd. 

OUR  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  That  you  forthwith  caufe  Our  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  AfhYd  to  an  Inltrument  bearing  Date  with  thtfe  Prefems, 
whereof  you  have  a  Copy  hereunto  annex'd  ^  containing  Our  Commiflion  to  you 
Our  Keeper  of  Our  Great  Seal,  and  others  therein  Nam'd,  to  Treat  with  the  Sieur 
Mefnager,  fent  hither  with  full  Power  from  the  molt  Chriltian  King,  concerning  the 
Interelts  of  Us  and  of  Our  Kingdoms  5  and  to  conclude  and  Sign  a  Conditional,  or 
Eventual  Treaty,  for  Settling  and  Securing  the  fame.  And  for  fo  doing  this  fhall 
be  your  Warrant.  Given  at  Our  Cattle  at  Windfor,  this  1  jth  Day  of  September,  1711. 
In  the  Tenth  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  Her  Majejlies  Command. 


To  Our  Right  Tru/ly  and  Well-beloved 
Counfellor  Simon  Lord  Harcourt, 
Our  Keeper  of  Our  Great  Seal  of 
Great  Brkain. 

Tranflation  of  the  full  Powers,  Annex'd  to  the  foregoing 
Warrant. 

ANNE,  by  the  Grace  of  God,   Queen  of  Great  Britain,  France,   and  Ireland^ 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  c^e.    To  all  and  lingular  to  whom  thefe  Prefems  fhall 
come,  Greeting.    Whereas  the  moft  Chriltian  King  hath  given  Us  Affurances,  That 
he  is  ready  to  enter  into  a  Negotiation  for  Concluding  a  General  Peace,   which 
may  be  agreeable  to  the  Interelts  of  all  the  Confederates,  and  hath  Invited  Us  to 
promote  the  fame  :  And  whereas  it  is  highly  Juft  and  Reafonable  to  Agree,  in  the 
tuft  place,  concerning  Our  Affairs,  and  the  Advantages  of  Our  Kingdoms,  and  to 
fettle  them  by  ptevious  Conditions,  and  fome  Eventual  Treaty  -,  and  the  molt  Chri- 
ltian King  having, fent  hither  for  that  purpofe  the  Sieur  Mefnager,   Knight  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Michael,   and  Deputy  in  the  Council  of  Commerce,    fully  inftru£ted, 
and  provided  with  fufficient  Authority.    Welikewife  on  Our  part  have  thought  fit 
to  Name  certain  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  Perfecting  fo  necelTary  a  Work.    Now 
know  ye,  That  We  repofing  fpecialTruft  in  the  Loyalty,  Prudence,  and  Skill  in  the 
Management  of  Affairs,  of  Our  Right  Trufty  and  Well-beloved  Counfellor  Simon  Ba- 
ron Harcourt  of  Stanton  Harcourt,  Our  Keeper  of  Our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  ; 
Our  Right  Trufty  and  Right  Well-beloved  Coufin  and  Counfellor  Robert  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  Mortimer,  Our  High  Treafurer  of  Great  Britain  ;  Our  Right  Trufty  and  Right 
entirely  Beloved  Coufin  and  Counfellor  John  Duke  of  Buckinghamjliire,  Our  Prefidenc 
of  Our  Council;   the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  and  Our  Right  Trufty  and 
Well-beloved  Counfellor,  John  Lord  Bifhop  of  Brijfal,  and  Keeper  of  Our  Privy 
Seal ;  Our  Right  Trufty  and  Right  Entirely  Beloved  Coufin  and  Counfellor  Charles 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  Our  Chamberlain  of  Our  Houfhold  ;    Our  Right  Trufty  and 
Right  Well-beloved  Coufin  and  Counfellor  John  Earl  Pou/et,  Our  Steward  of  Our 

Houlhold  -, 
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Houfhold  ;  Our  Right  Trufty  and  Right  Well-beloved  Coufin  and  Counfellcr,  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Dartmouth,  One  of  Our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State;  Our  Kighr. 
Trufty  and  Well-beloved  Counfellor,  Henry  bt.  John  E)q-,  another  of  Our  Principal 
Secretaries  of  Stare;  and  Our  Trufty  and  Welt-beloved  Mathev  Prior  Ffq;  have 
Named,  Conftituted  and  Appointed,  and  do  by  thefe  Prefers  Name,  Conftitute 
and  Appoint  them  to  be  Our  True,  Real  and  Undoubted  Plenipotentiaries,  giving 
and  granting  unto  them  full  Power  and  Authority,  with  the  aforefaid  Skur  Mefnager, 
being  fufficiently  Impower'd  to  this  purpofe  by  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  tor  Us, 
and  in  Our  Name,  to  Meet  and  to  Treat  of  Our  Interefts,  and  of  thofeof  Our  Sub- 
jects, which  are  to  be  Sectled  by  an  Eventual  or  Conditional  Convention  between 
Us  and  the  afcrefaid  moft  Chriftian  King :  And  We  do  likewife  give  unto  them 
full  Power  and  Authority  to  Sign  and  to  Exchange  fuch  Convention,  and  to  Do  and 
Perform  ail  fuch  other  Matters  as  may  be  neceflary.  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as 
if  We  Our  felves  were  prefenr,  Promifing  upon  Our  Royal  Word,  that  We  will 
make  good  all  fuch  Things  as  (hall,  by  Our  aforefaid  Plenipotentiaries,  by  virtue  of 
thefe  Prefents,  be  Concluded;  and  that  We  will  not  at  any  time  fuffer  the  ftme  to 
be  Broke,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  We  will  Religioufly  and  Inviolably  Obferve, 
and  caufe  to  be  Obferv'd,  the  fame.  For  the  greater  Manif-ftation  and  Strength 
whereof  We  have  Ordcr'd  Our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  to  be  fixt  to  thefe  Pre- 
fents, Sign'd  v  ith  Our  Royal  Hand.  Given  at  Our  Calxle  ofWindfor,  the  Seven- 
teenth Day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord,  171 1.  And  the  Tenth  Year  of 
Our  Reign. 

Anne  R. 

n°.  vr. 

Warrant  for  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John., 
to  Sign  the  Preliminaries  with  France. 

(L.  S.)        Anne  R. 

WHereas  We  have  feen  and  approv'd  the  Paper  hereunto  anneK'd,  containing 
the  Demands  made  by  Our  Order,  for  Settling  and  Securing  the  Interefts 
of  thefe  Our  Kingdoms  in  a  future  Treaty  of  Peace,  together  with  the  Anfwers  of 
the  moft  Chriftian  King  thereunto,  as  alfo  the  Form  according  to  which  the  Sieur 
Mefnager  propofes  to  Sign  the  faid  Articles,  and  the  Declaration  which  is  to  be 
made  on  Our  part;  We  do  therefore  hereby  Direft,  Authorize  and  Impower  you  to 
Sign  the  faid  Declaration  accordingly :  And  for  fo  doing,  this  fhall  be  your  fuffi- 
cient  Warrant.  Given  at  Our  Caftle  at  Windfor  this  Twenty  fifth  Day  of  September 
1711.  In  the  Tenth  Year  of  Our  Reign. 


A.  R. 


To-  Our  Right  Irufly  ml  Right  Well- 
beloved  Coujin  and  Counfellor,  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Our 
Right  Trujly  and  Well-beloved  Coun- 
fellor, Henry  St.  John  Efq-,  Our 
Principal  Secretaria  of  State. 
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N°.  Vlf. 

Preliminary  Articles  on  the  Part  of  France  to  come  to  a 
General  Peace. 

THE  King  being  willing  to  Contribute  all  in  his  Power  to  the  Reeftablithmentof 
the  General  Peace,  his  Majefty  Declares, 

1.  That  he  will  acknowledge  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  in  that  Quality,  as  alfo 
the  Succeffion  to  that  Crown  according  to  the  prefent  Eftablifhment. 

2.  That  he  will  confent,  Voluntarily  and  bourn  fie,  to  take  all  Juft  and  Reafon- 
able  Meafotes  to  hinder  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  from  being  ever  Reunited 
upon  the  Head  of  One  and  the  fime  Prince,  his  Majeliy  being  periwaded  that  this 
Excefs  of  Power  would  be  contrary  to  the  good,  and  to  the  general  Repofe  of  Europe. 

%,  The  Kings  Intention  is,  that  all  the  Parties  Engag'd  in  the  prefent  War, 
without  Excepting  any,  may  ii.id  their  reafonable  Satisfaction  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
ro  be  made  -,  That  the  Commerce  bel\e-dtahli(h'd,  and  be  hereafter  Supported  to  the 
Advantage  of  Great  Britain,  Holland,  and  other  Nations,  which  have  been  accuftom'd 
to  Exercife  it. 

4.  As  the  King  is  alfo  willing  to  Maintain  exactly  the  Obfervation  of  the  Peace, 
when  it  fhaTl  be  Concluded,  and  that  the  view  his  Majefty  propofes  to  himfelf,  is 
to  fecure  the  Frontiers  of  his  Kingdom,  without  troubling  in  any  manner  whatfo- 
ever  the  Neighbouring  States,  he  promifes  to  agree  by  the  future  Treaty  of  Peace, 
that  the  Dutch  fhall  ha\  e  in  their  Hands  the  Fortified  Places,  which  (hall  be  Specified, 
in  the  Lorn  Countries,  to  S?rve  hereafter  as  a  Barrier,  which  may  Secure  the  Repofe 
of  the  Republick  of  Holland  againft  any  Attempt  on  the  part  of  France. 

).  The  King  alfo  Confents,  that  there  be  fbrm'd  for  the  Empire  and  for  tha 
Houfe  of  Auflria,  a  fure  and  convenient  Barrier. 

6.  Tho'  Dunkirk  hath  coff  the  King  very  great  Sums  of  Money,  as  well  to  pur- 
chafe  as  to  Fortifie  it,  and  that  a  confiderable  Expence  will  (till  be  neceffary  in  or- 
der to  Rafe  the  Works  thereof,  his  Majefty  is  nevcrthelefs  willing  to  Engage  to  caufe 
them  immediately  to  be  Demolifh'd  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  upon  con- 
dition that  there  be  given  him  for  the  Fortifications  of  that  Place,  an  Equivalent 
agreeable,  and  to  his  own  content  $  And  as  England  cannot  iurnifh  the  faid  Equiva- 
lent, the  DifcuflTion  thereof  fhall  be  referr'd  to  the  Conferences  to  be  held  for  tha 
Negotiation  of  the  Peace. 

•j.  When  the  Conferences  for  the  Negotiation  of  the  Peace  fhall  be  form'd,  all 
the  Pretentions  of  the  Princes  and  States  Engaged  in  the  prefent  War  fhall  be  bond 
fde  and  Amicably  Difcufs'd  thereat,  and  nothing  fhall  be  omitted  to  Regulate  and 
to  Conclude  them  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  the  Parties. 

By  Virtue  of  the  Kings  full  Power.  We  the  Underwritten  Knight  of  his  Order 
of  St.  Michael,  Deputy  to  the  Council  of  Commerce,  have,  in  his  Majefties  Name, 
Settled  thefe  Preliminary  Articles.  In  Witnefs  whereof  We  have  put  to  Our 
Seal.    Given  at  London  ?,&*'"**%  1711. 


(L.S.)         Mefnager. 


Separate  Article. 


THe  King  Promifes  to  Reftore  to  the  Duke  of  SaVoy  the  Dominions  and  Terri- 
tories which  belong'd  to  that  lYince  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  War,  and 
which  his  Majefty  now  PoffeffeSi  AiTurirg  further,  that  his  faid  Majeftv  will  Con- 
tent, that  there  be  alfo  yielded  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fuch  other  Places  in  Italy  as  fhall 
be  found  agteeable  to  the  Seafe  of  the  Treaties  made  between  that  Prince  and  his 
Allies. 


*  D 
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By  Virtue  of  the  full  Power  from  the  King,  whereof  We  have  furnifh'd  a  Copy 
Sign'd  with  Our  own  Hand,  We  the  Under-written  Knight  of  his  Order  of  St.  Mi- 
chael, Deputy  to  the  Council  of  Commerce,  have  concluded  this  prefent  Prelimi- 
nary Article,  and  do  promife,  in  the  Name  of  his  Majefty,  that  it  (hall  be  as  duly 
Executed,  in  cafe  the  General  Peace  be  Sign'd,  as  if  it  had  been  inferted  in  the  other 
Preliminary  Articles  by  Us  this  Day  Adjufted.  In  Witnefs  whereof,  We  have 
Sign'd  the  fame,  and  Affix'd  the  Ssal  of  Our  Arms  thereunto.  Given  at  London, 

t7  '  tptcmb.    nii 

(L.S.)        Mefnager. 

N°.  VIII. 

October  the  Fir  ft >    1711. 

Her  Majefiys  Inftru£lio?is  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  Am* 
bajfador,  &c.  to  the  States  General. 

UPon  your  Arrival  in  Holland  ( whither  you  are  to  repair  with  all  poflible  Dili- 
gence) youfhall  take  the  firft  Opportunity  of  conferring  with  the  Penfionary, 
and  of  informing  him,  that  We  have  lent  you  back  as  foon  as  fome  Matters  of  the 
greateft  Moment  were  Ripe,  and  fit  to  be  laid  before  Our  good  Friends  and  Allies 
the  States  General. 

You  are  to  reprefent  to  this  Minifter,  and  to  fuch  others  as  fhall  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  you,  That  when  We  receiv'd,  in  the  Month  of  May  laft,  by  your  Di- 
fpatches  to  Us,  an  Account  of  the  Senfe  which  thofe  among  them,  who  were  at 
that  time  in  the  Secret,  had  of  the  Overtures  made  by  France  lor  Settling  a  General 
Negotiation  of  Peace  again  on  Foot,  and  of  the  Anfwer  which  it  was  deiir'd  might 
be  return'd  to  the  Propofitions  Sign'd  by  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  We  did  immediately 
acquaint  the  Enemy,  that  their  Offers  were  thought  by  Us,  and  by  the  States  Ge- 
neral, neither  particular  nor  full  enough,  and  therefore  We  did  infill  that  they 
fhould  form  a  diftinft  Project  of  fuch  a  Peace  as  they  were  willing  to  conclude. 

You  ate  further  to  inform  the  Dutch  Minifters,  that  this  Affair  being  Tranfa£ted 
by  Papers  lent  backward  and  forward,  and  much  time  being  loft  in  this  dilatory 
Method,  We  did  at  laft  think  fit  to  fend  to  the  Court  of  France,  in  order  to  have 
from  thence  fome  more  certain  Account  of  the  Difpofitions  towards  Peace,  and  of 
the  Terms  on  which  they  might  be  willing  to  make  it. 

That  the  French  did  hereupon  fend  over  a  Perfon  with  Powers  to  Treat  and  to  Set- 
tle fome  preliminary  Articles  to  a  General  Negotiation  t,  but  that  this  Perfon  being 
neither  fully  Inftru&ed,  nor  fufficiently  Empower'd,  a  ftill  further  Delay  was  created, 
and  It  became  abfolutely  neceffary  to  allow  him  to  fend  to  his  Court  for  more  am- 
ple Inftru&ions  •,  We  being  determin'd  on  Oar  part,  according  to  the  Defire  of  the 
Penfionary,  and  of  the  other  Minifters,  to  leave  nothing  undone  which  might 
bring  the  French  to  be  more  Dire£t  and  Particular  in  their  Overtures. 

You  are  to  Communicate  to  the  Penfionary,  and  to  the  Minifters  you  confer 
with,  the  Paper  herewith  deliver'd  to  you,  Sign'd  by  Monfieur  Mefvager,  an  old 
Acquaintance  of  theirs,  and  one  with  whom  they  have  formerly  Treated  -,  reprefent- 
ing  to  then.  That  though  the  leveral  Articles  do  not  contain  iiich  particular  Con- 
ceffions  as  France  muft,  and  to  be  fure  will  make,  yet  they  are,  in  Our  Opinion,  a 
fufficient  Foundation  whereupon  to  open  the  Conferences. 

That  We  were  unwilling  to  take  upon  Our  Selves  to  Determine  the  feveral  Inte- 
fefts  of  Our  Allies,  and  did  therefore  Refolve  to  content  Our  Selves  with  fuch  Ge« 
neral  Offers  as  might  include  all  the  particular  Demands  proper  to  be  made  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  Negotiation,  during  which  it  muft  be  the  moft  careful  En- 
deavour, and  the  fix'd  Principle  of  all  the  Confederates,  to  hold  faft  together,  in 
order  to  obtain  from  the  Enemy  the  utmoft  which  can  bs  hop'd  for  in  the  pre- 
fent Circumftances  of  Affairs.  And  this  Rule  you  may  aflure  them,  that  We  mall 
on  Our  part  firmly  adhere  to. 

If 
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If  upon  this,  or  upon  any  other  Occafion,  the  Miniflefs  of  Holland  flnfl  exprefi 
their  Uneafinefs,  left  We  fhould  have  Settled  the  Interefts  of  thefe  Our  Kingdoms, 
in  a  future  Peace,  by  any  Private  Agreement ;  you  are  ro  fay,  Tha:  We  ha\e  re- 
fufed  to  fuller  the  Treaty  to  be  carry 'd  on  in  Oar  own  Country,  and  that  We  (hull 
ftill  continue  to  do  fo,  unlets  they  conltrain  Us  to  take  another  Meafure:  That  by 
this  means,  the  Dutch,  and  all  Our  Allies,  will  have  the  Opportunity  and  Cor.vc- 
niency  of  Treating  and  Adiulting  their  different  Pretentions  ;  in  promoting  of  which 
We  (hill  exert  all  that  Zeal  for  the  Common  Good,  and  for  their  particular  Ad- 
vantage, which  Wo  are  fure  they  do  Us  the  Juftice  to  confefs  that  We  have 
fhown  through  the  whole  (ourfeof  Our  Reign. 

You  will  lurther  fay,  that  you  can  take  upon  your  felf  to  allure  them,  That  We 
have  made  no  Stipulations  for  Our  Selves,  which  may  Clafh  with  the  Intereft  of 
Holland  •,  That  thofe  Articles  which  We  expedt  fhould  be  Inferted  in  the  future 
Treaty  of  Peace,  for  the  particular  Intereft  of  Great  Britain,  are  for  the  moft 
part  filch  as  contain  Advantages,  which  mult  either  Continue  to  the  Enemv,  of 
be  Obtain'd  by  Us.  And  alio,  that  no  Conceflions  whatfoever  can  Tempt  Us  td 
Embrace  the  Bleiling  of  Peace,  unlefs  Our  good  Friends  and  Allies  the  Srates 
General  have  all  reafonable  Satisfaction  as  to  their  Barrier,  as  to  their  Trade,  and 
in  all  other  Refpefts. 

Thefe  AfTurances  being  given  in  Our  Name,  you  are  to  Infinuite  ftrongly  to 
the  Minifters  of  Holland,  how  Juft  Reafon  We  fhould  have  to  be  Offended,  and 
to  look  on  the  Proceeding  between  them  and  Us  as  very  Unequal,  if  they  fhould 
pretend  to  have  any  further  Uneafinefs  upon  rhis  head  :  And  We  being  deter- 
mined to  accept  of  no  Advantages  to  Our  Selves,  repugnant  to  their  Interefls, 
nor  of  any  Peace  which  may  not  be  to  their  realbnable  Satisfaction  -,  That  the 
figure  which  We  have  made  thro'  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  War,  and  the  parr 
which  We  have  Acted  in  it,  Superior  to  what  any  of  the  Allies,  even  thofe  who 
are  neareft  to  the  Danger,  and  in  Intereft  molt  deeply  Cor.cem'd,  have  done, 
might  Juftlr  Entitle  Us,  if  We  (hould  fo  think  fir,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  Adjuft  and 
Settle  the  Particular  Concerns  of  Great  Britain,  before  We  fhould  confent  to  fet 
the  General  Negotiation  on  Foot. 

If  thofe  Engagements,  which  We  are  under  by  Our  Treaties,  of  rhaking  nO 
Peace,  but  in  Concert  with  them,  or  the  particular  Obligarions  of  the  Barrier 
Treaty,  are  Objected  to  you,  you  are  to  fay,  as  to  the  firft,  That  We  have  not  in 
any  fort  Acted  contrary  thereto  ;  That  We  are  fo  far  from  making  a  Peace 
without  their  Concurrence,  that  We  have  Declared  Our  firm  Refclutioi  nor  to 
make  it  without  their  Satisfaction  ;  and  that  all  that  has  Palled  between 
France  and  Us,  amounts  to  no  more  than  an  Introduction  to  a  General  Negotia- 
tion :  As  ro  the  latter,  you  will  Reprefent  very  earneftly  to  them,  how  much 
it  is  for  the  Intereft  even  of  Holland  it  felf,  rather  ro  Compound  the  Advantages 
of  the  Barrier  Treaty,  than  to  infift  upon  the  whole,  fince  it  is  notorious,  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  feveral  other  of  the  Allies  are  and  muft  necelTarily  con- 
tinue utreriy  Averfe  to  it ;  and  fince  you  may  your  felf,  alTure  them  upon  the 
Obfervation  which  you  have  made  during  your  ftay  here,  that  nothing  can  be  more 
odious  to  the  People  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  than  many  Parts  of  this  Treaty  ;  and 
that  nothing  has  prevented  that  National,  and  Univerfal  Indignation  which  would 
have  broke  out  upon  this  Occafion,  but  the  great  Care  and  Induftry  which  has 
been  Us'd  to  calm  the  Minds  of  thofe  who  are  acquainted  wi;h  the  Terms  of 
this  Guarrantee,  and  to  keep  the  fame  as  Secret  as  povTible  from  thofe  who  ar» 
not  yet  appris'd  of  Them  ;  you  will  Expoftulare  futther  with  the  Minifters  of 
Holland,  by  fhewing  the  abfolute  Necefiity  of  Enter  raining  a  good  Harmony  be- 
tween the  two  Nations,  upon  which  not  only  their  Mutual  Safety  in  a  great 
Meafure  depends,  but  without  which,  there  can  at  no  time  be  fortrfd  a  Strength 
fifficient  to  Reduce  any  Exorbitant  Power,  and  to  Preferve  the  Balance  of 
Europe  ;  and  upon  this  Foundation,  you  will  Argue,  that  it  is  the  true  Intereft  of 
neither  Country  to  infift  on  any  Conditions  which  may  give  Tuft  Apprehenfions  to 
the  other. 

You  are  to  acquaint  them,  That  Trance  propofes  Utrecht,  Nimigben,  Aix  la 
Cbapelle,  and  Liege,  as  Places  in  any  One  of  which  the  Conferences  may  with  Con- 
veniency  be  held  ;  That  We  have  refuted  to  let  the  General  Treaty  be  carried  on 
in  Our  own  Country,  and  that  We  are  ready  to  fend  Our  Plenipotentiaries  to  fuch 
of  thefe  Four  Towns  as  may  be  moft  agreeable  to  them. 
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You  ate  to  conclude  ycui  Conference  by  defirir.g  that  they  will  give  ail  poffibie 
Difpatch  to  the  Choice  of  a  Pluce  oi  Treaty,  and  that  the  Pafports  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  may  be  haftned;  It  being  in  Our  Opinion  of  Importance  lb  to 
forward  the  Progrefs  of  this  great  Affair,  that  on  one  hand  We  may  not  be  Ex- 
poiVd  to  begin  too  late  the  Preparations  for  the  next  Campaign,  nor  on  the  other 
to  put  Our  Selves  to  an  Expence  which,  in  cafe  the  General  Treaty  proceeds,  will 
be  unneceflary. 

And  whereas  rot  only  the  Dutch,  but  the  Imperial  and  other  Miniffers,  may 
perhaps  deny  the  Paper  herewith  Delivered  to  you,  to  be  a  Sufficient  Ground  for 
Opening  the  Conferences  upon  ;  and  may  infift  that  France  fhould  content  to  Pre- 
liminary Articles  in  the  Nature  of  thofe  formed,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Allies 
Signed  in  1709.  You  are  in  the  fi;ft  place,  befides  what  is  in  thefe  your  Inftru- 
£tions  before  Directed,  to  Infinuate,  that  the  Press h  -might  very  probably  have  been 
brought  to  Explain  themfelves  further,  had  they  not  perceived  the  Extraordinary 
Uneafinefs,  Impatience,  and  Jealoufie,  which,  during  their  Tranfactions  with  Us, 
difcover'd  themfelves  amongft  Our  Allies. 

You  are  afterwards,  in  Our  Name,  to  Declare  to  them,  That  if  they  are  defirous 
to  carry  on  the  War,  and  Determin'd  to  accept  of  no  Terms  of  Peace  inferior 
to  thofe  which  have  been  formerly  Demanded,  We  are,  on  Our  part,  ready  to  con- 
cur with  them,  and  to  continue  10  Sacrifice  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  Our  Sub- 
jects, as  We  have  hitherto  done,  for  rheir  greater  Advantage  and  Security  5  but  that 
We  are  in  Juftice  bound,  neither  to  deceive  Our  felves  nor  them  ■,  and  do  therefore, 
by  you  Our  Ambaffador  and  Plenipotentiary,  Solemnly  Declare,  That  We  can  no 
longer  bear  that  difproportionable  Burthen  which  has  every  Year  been  Encreas  d 
upon  Us,  nor  that  Deficiency  which  Our  Allies  in  every  part  of  the  War  are 
Guilty  of.  That  it  is  Evident  that  the  common  Effort  muft  be  ftill  greater  againft 
the  Enemy  than  it  is,  or  that  there  will  remain  no  profpeft  of  arriving  at  thofe 
Ends  which  are  propos'd  ;  That  therefore  it  is  incumbent  on  them,  if  the  War  be 
continued,  to  furnifh  for  the  future  fuch  Quota's  of  Ships  and  Forces,  as  they 
are  at  this  time  wanting  in,  and  to  encreafe  their  Expence,  whilft  We  reduce  Ours 
to  fuch  a  Proportion  as  in  reafon  and  in  Juftice  both  fhould  bs  Settled  at. 

If  on  the  part  of  the  Minilters  of  Vienna,  and  of  Holland,  their  Inability  to  do 
mote  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  be  Urg'd  in  anfwer  to  you,  Our  Pleafure  is, 
that  you  finiffi  by  faying,  That  We  think  that  We  may  Juftly  infift  that  they  fhould 
comply  with  Us  in  War,  or  in  Peace,  fince  in  the  former  cafe  We  require  nothing 
but  what  it  belongs  tp  them  to  perform,  and  what  is  Effential  to  the  Succefs 
of  Our  Arms  ;  and  fince  in  the  latter  We  have  done,  and  to  the  faft  fhall  con- 
tinue to  do,  all  that  is  in  Our  Power  towards  obtaining  fiich  a  Peace  as  may  bs 
to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  Our  Allies. 

A.  R. 


October  the  Second^  1711. 
Add'ttioJiaJ  InflruBions  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

WHereas  by  an  Article  in  yourlnftruclions,  bearing  date  the  Firft  Inftanr,  you 
are  to  conclude  the  Conference  which  you  fhall  have,  upon  your  Arrival 
at  the  Hague,  with  the  Miniffers  of  the  States  General,  by  defiring  all  poffible  Dif- 
patch may  be  given  to  the  Choice  of  a  Place  of  Treaty,  and  that  Pafsports  for 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  may  be  haftn'd  :  It  is  Our  further  Will  andPieafure, 
That  as  foon  as  the  laid  Pafsports  fhall  be  promis'd,  you  do  immediately  give  no- 
tice thereof,  by  a  Courier,  to  the  Com t  of  France  •,  or  if  the  States  General  fhall  de- 
fire  it  of  yoi1,  that  you  do  fend  the  faid  Pafspons  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy. 

A.  R. 


A  N°.  IX, 


N°.  IX. 

ttcfober   24.    171 1. 

Extratl  from  the  Regijter  of  the  Refohtions  of  their  High 
MighUnejJes  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
oj  Saturday  the  i^th  oj 'Odtober,  1711. 

IT  having  been  deliberated  upon  what  the  Earl  of  Stratford,  AmVjfTador  Fxtraor- 
dinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  has  rc- 
prefemed  to  the  Counfellor  Penfionary  arinfivs,  in  order  to  be  communicated  to 
their  High  MigbtinefTes,  and  on  the  Preliminary  Articles  deliver'd  on  the  part 
of  France,  to  come  to  a  General  Peace,  alfo  communicated  to  theCounfelLr  Penfi- 
onary Heinjius :  It  has  been  thought  proper,  and  agreed  upon,  that  the  Anfwer  to 
be  given  to  the  Earl  of  Stratford,  (lull  be,  That  their  High  MighrinefTes  having 
Examin'd  the  faid  Articles  with  all  poffible  Attention,  have  found  them  couch'd 
in  Terms  fo  General  and  Obfcure,  as  to  defer  ve  gr&t  Confident  ion ;  and  rh.it  they 
have  ftrong  Apprehenfions,  that  by  entring  upon  them  into  a  formal  Negotiation, 
the  Aftaits  of  the  Peace  will  be  fubjeft  to  many  Delays,  Incertaimies,  and  other 
great  Inconveniences,  which  their  High  MightinelTes  earneftly  defire  may  be  a- 
voiied,  that  a  Speedy,  Good,  and  General  Peace  may  be  the  fooner  come  at.  That 
for  this  reafon  their  High  Mightintflls  haveOrder'd  the  Sieur  Buys,  who  is  going 
to  England  in  Quality  of  their  Envoy  Extraordinary,  to  communicate  to  Her  Ma- 
jefty their  Fears  and  Thoughts  upon  this  Subject  -,  and  thereupon  to  Reprefent  to 
H  t  Majefty,  That  they  judge  it  neceffary  in  (o  important  an  Affair,  in  which  ha- 
v  ng  themfelves  no  other  Aim  but  the  Advancement  of  the  Common  Caufr,  and 
the  mutual  fiterefts  of  both  Nations,  they  firmly  rely  upon  the  great  Wifdom, 
and  the  fo  mu.h  Renown'd  Zeal  of  the  Queen  for  the  Common  Good,  that  upon 
the  Reprefentations  to  be  made  to  Heron  this  Subject,  She  will  be  pleas'd  to  make 
fuch  ReHe&iors,  as  the  States  believe  an  Affiir  of  fo  gteat  Confcquence  to  the 
Safety  and  the  Publick  Good  defetves :  The  faid  Earl  of  Stratford  is  alfo  defiYd,  that 
he  will  be  pleas'd  to  contribute  to  this  purpofe  by  his  good  Offices. 

N°.X. 

A  Memorial  for  Monfieur  Gaultier. 

Hampton-Court,  October  29.  171 1. 

THE  Queen  has  propos'd  by  the  Earl  of  Stratford  the  Opening  of  the  Conferen- 
ces :  The  States  General  anfwer'd,  they  did  not  look  on  the  Memorial  Her 
Majefty  had  fent  them  as  a  fufficient  Foundation  on  which  they  might  venture  up- 
on a  Negotiation.  Wherefore  they  had  deferr'd  proceeding  any  further  in  that 
Affair  with  the  faid  Minifter,  until  they  knew  what  Effect  the  Remonftrances  had 
which  Mr  Buys  their  Envoy  Extraordinary  was  Order'd  to  make  to  the  Queen 
thereupon. 

Th;  faid  Envoy  has  Reprefented  to  Her  Majefty,  That  the  Stares  are  ready  to 
concur  with  Her  to  facilitate  the  General  Peace,  but  that  they  believe  it  w  Hazard- 
ing roo  much  to  Open  the  Conferences,  unlefs  the  General  Article  offer'd  by  France 
be  Explain'd  and  Specify'd. 

Her  Majefty,  who  has  always  forefeen,  and  who  Mill  forefees  how  impcfT.ble  a 
thi  g  it  would  be  to  bring  the  Allies  to  Agree  on  a  Plan  of  particular  Prelimina- 
ries, and  who  remains  firm  in  Her  firft  Refolution,  to  Open  the  Conferences  on  the 
Articles  Sign'd  by  Monfieur  Mefnager,  has  given  Monfieur  Buys  Her  final  Anfwer 
on  that  Head,  That  She  looks  on  thofe  Aiticles  as  containing  in  general  all  the 

*  E  Prsten- 
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Pretentions  Her  Allies  can  reafonaWy  form ;  That  She  ftill  perfifts  in  the  fame 
Opinion  ;  She  renews  Her  Orders  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  to  repeat  his  Inltan- 
ces  with  the  States  General  to  induce  them  to  choole  one  of  the  Four  Places 
that  have  been  appointed  for  the  Place  of  CongreG  i  and  to  oblige  them  likewife  to 
difpatch  Pafsports  for  his  moft  Chriltian  Majefty's  Plenipotentiaries. 

Things  being  in  this  Scituation,  Her  Majefty  thinks,  in  order  to  the  fpeedy 
Opening  of  the  Conferences,  and  for  the  greater  Difpatch  .of  the  Work  of  the 
Peace,  it  will  be  abfolutely  Requifite,  the  moft  Chriltian  King  fhould  give  Her 
Majefty  fuch  Explanations  of  his  Defigns,  with  refpeft  to  the  particular  Interefis 
of  the  Allies,  as  he  (hall  think  fit,  to  induce  thern  to  Enter  more  willingly  into  a 
General  Negotiation. 

The  Dutch  Aim  at  nothing  but  their  Barrier,  and  their  Commerce,  and  pro- 
vided the  Queen  can,  without  fear  of  being  DifownM,  Specify,  within  a  fmall 
matter,  the  Barrier  which  trance  is  willing  to  Yield  to  theirij  and  that  She 
may  aflure  them  of  the  Tariff  of  1 664,  there's  no  room  to  doubt  but  the  States 
General  will  enter,  without  any  difficulty,  into  the  Negotiation  as  it  has  been  con- 
certed. 

The  Duke  of  Savoys  Minifters  are  allarm'd  for  their  Barrier  towards  France. 
The  Queen  thinks  it  would  not  only  be  for  the  Quiet  and  Security  of  Italy,  that 
this  Prince  fhould  be  made  more  Powerful  on  that  fide:  But  Her  Majefty  would 
be  likewife  very  glad  if  She  coutd  give  hurt  fome  Affurances  concerning  a  Barrier 
for  his  Country  towards  France  :  And  Her  Majefty  looks  on  that  Article  to  be  to 
Eflenual,  that  She  hopes  the  Anfwer  will  be  as  favourable,  and  as  particular  as  is 
pofhble. 

The  Dutch  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  being  Agreed  on  thofe  Heads  with  Her  Ma- 
jefty, the  greateft  Difficulties  that  may  be  rais'd  to  delay  the  General  Peace,  will 
prefently  be  remov'd,  and  the  Conferences  forthwith  Open'd.. 

There  are  feveral  Pretentions  of  the  other  Allies  included  in  the  general  Promife 
of  a  reafonable  Satisfaction,  that  muft  be  Examin'd  and  Settled  in  the  courfe  of 
a  Negotiation  $  as  thofe  of  the  King  of  Prujia,  and  thofe  of  the  Electorate  of  the 
Duke  of  Hanover,  on  which,  if  the  Queen  was  Authoriz'd  to  give  Affurances  on 
the  part  of  France,  it  would  be  attended  with  this  good  Effect,  That  thofe  Powers 
would  prefently  come  into  Her  Majefty's  Views  and  Meafures. 

There  is  no  room  to  doubt,  after  all  the  Steps  Her  Majefty  has  already  made, 
but  She  has  a  fincere  Defire  to  procure  the  general  Quiet  of  Europe',  and  if  Her 
Majefty  defires  that  the  moft  Chriftian  King  would  give  an  Explanation  to  the 
aforefaid  Demands,  and  to  fuch  others  as  might  happen  concerning  the  particu- 
lar Interefts  of  other  Confederated  Princes,  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  may  be 
Affur'd,  the  Queen  will  make  no  other  ufe  of  the  Confidence  the  King  will  have 
in  Her,  but  to  forward  the  Negotiation,  in  Peeking  the  fhorteft  and  moft  effectual 
Means  to  attain  a  Peace  fo  much  wifh'd  for,  that  will  be  Honourable  to  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty,-  and  Secure  and  Equitable  to  the  Confederates. 

N°.  XL 

Anfwer  to   the  Memorial  brought  by  Monjieur  Gaultier, 
November  18.     17 11. 

THe  King  fees  with  Pleafure,  that  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  perfifts  with  that 
Firmnefs  worthy  of  Her,  in  the  defire  She  has  exprefs'd  of  ufing  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effectual  Means  for  attaining  an  Honourable  Peace  to  France  and  Great 
Britain,  Ad  which  may  be  at  the  fame  time  both  Safe  and  Equitable,  wih  re- 
fpect  to  the  other  Powers  engaged  in  the  prefent  War.  His  Majefty  intending  al- 
fo  to  Confirm  bv  Deeds,  the  Affurances  he  has  given  of  the  Confidence  he  has  ia 
that  Princefs,  His  Majefty  thinks  he  cannot  better  exprefs  his  Sentiments,  than 
by  explaining  himfelf  on  the  Points  of  this  Memorial,  with  as  much  Franknefs 
as  if  the  Peace  was  made,  and  as  if  there  was  already  a  ftrict  Alliance  between 
him  and  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

So 
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So  without  confidering  that  there  has  been  no  Menrion  made  hii  ut  of 

Preliminary  Art'cks   and  chat  the  Queen  ot  Great  Britain 
plana  ions  on  the  particular  Conditions  which  are  to  form  the  Trenj 
the  King  is  willing  to  entrult  Her,   as  a  Ptincefs  in   Amity  with,  him,   with 
his  Thoughts  On  the  Detail  of  the  chief  Conditions  of  r  h  j  '  Peace. 

He  is  willing,   as  he   has  already  declai'd,    chat   the  Dutch    tii 
Barrier  fufficiem  to  fecure  the  Tranquillity  of  their  Republick.  ' 

is  willing  alio  that  Trade  he  Keltored  and  Maintained  for  the  ' 
their  Advantage,  provided  they  will  concur  bo'uJ  fide  to  the  1ft  eltablilhmen 
the  Peace. 

As  to  the  Barrier,  it  would  he  necefTary,  before  it  be  Settled,  to  agree  up- 
on the  Deftination  of  the  Low  Countries  ,  as  the  King  ot  Spain  has  yielded 
them  to  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria,  and  that  the  King  has  Sign'd  the  Treaty 
thereof;  if  it  fluuld  not  be  fulrill'd,  the  1  L  tor  would  have  his  recouffe  to 
his  Majelty  to  be  Indemnified.  He  will  therefore  defire,  that  the  Dutch  (hould 
put  into  the  Hands  ot  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  Towns  and  i'rbvinces  j 
felTcd  by  them,  or  their  Allies,  in  the  Spanifl)  Netherlands,  lo  as  that  Prince  may 
pofTefs  the  fame  in  Sovereignty  after  the  Peace,  in  like  manner  as  he  now  pof- 
fefTes  the  Towns  and  Provinces  of  Luxemburg  and  Namur,  and  the  Places  of 
Cbarlcroy  and  Nieuport  •,  the  King  will  promife,  That  on  condition  of  this  CeH 
fion,  the  Dutch  fhall  put  Garrifons  into  the  Strong  Places  of  the  Low  Countrks, 
which  (hall  he  Paid  and  Maintain'd  ac  the  Expence  of  the  Country,  fo  that 
thofe  Provinces  being  Poflefs'd  by  an  independent  Prince,  and  Garrifon'd  by 
Dutch  Troops,  will  form  a  Bairier,  which  alone  would  be  fufficiem  to  fecure 
the  Republick  of  Holland  againlt  any  reafonable  Apprehcnfion  of  the  Deligns 
of  France. 

But  the  better  to  fecure  the  Sratcs  General  againlt  thofe  vain  Fears*  the 
King  is  willing  to  engage  his  Word  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  Hill  to 
ftrengthen  that  Barrier,  by  quitting  and  yielding  to  the  Dutch  the  Town  of 
Menin,  with  its  Verge,  in  giving  them  Ipres  and  iis  Caa'ftellenie 5  but  it  malt  be 
obferv'd  that  Cajfel,  Poperingue,  and  Bailleul  do  noc  make  part  thereof,  and 
therefore  his  Majefty  referves  them  to  himlelf. 

In  (hort,  by  yielding  further,  with  the  lame  regnd  to  the  Barrier,  Fumes  and 
the  Fwn  Ambach  ;  thefe  are  the  Ceffions  the  King  is  willing  to  make  for  the  good 
of  the  Peace,  but  then  rhefe  are  the  only  ones  his  Majelty'  tan  Giant,  unlc.'s  he 
would  leave  Open  the  Frontier  of  his  Kingdom. 

As  his  Majefty  is  perfwaded,  that  neither  the  Intention  nor  the  Intereft  of 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  are,  that  France  flnuld  remain  Naked,  and  always 
Fxpofed  to  the  Dei'gns  of  her  Enemies  -,  h  s  Majefty  expects  to  be  ftrongly 
Supported  by  England,  in  the  Demand  he  makes  of  the  Reititution  of  the  Towns 
o{  Aire,  Bethnne,  St.  Venant,  Douay^  Bouchain,  and  their  Dependencies,  which  he 
pretends  to  Obtain  by  way  of  Compenlatio.u  for  the  Places  he  Yields,  to  form  the 
Barrier  demanded  by  the  Dutch. 

He  ftill  renews  the  promife  of  Demolifhing,  immediately  after  the  Conclufion 
of  the  Peace,  all  the  Fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  as  well  towards  the  Land,  as  to-* 
wards  the  Sea,  withouc  anv  Exception  ^  and  as  it  was  Settled  beiwten  the  King 
and  the  Queen  of  Great  Biitaiv,  that  a  fitting  Equivalent  fhould  be  given  for  this 
Demolition,  his  Majefty  demands  Lijle  and  Tcmvay,  with  all  their  Dependencies 
and  Chaftellenies,  to  form  the  promiied  Equivalent. 

Tournay  is  the  ancient  Domain  of  the  Kingdom,  ft  forms  the  Frontier  of  if, 
and  it  muft  be  looker  upon  as  a  Place  of  Safety  to  France,  rather  than  an  i 
into  the  Neighbouring  Country  •,  the  King  cannot  receive  a  more  publick  Obli- 
gation from  the  Queen  of  G»ejt  Britain,  than  if  She  will  contribute  to  the  Re- 
ltitution  of  a  Place  fo  necefTary  for  Securing  the  Frontier  of  his  Kingdom?  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  indifferent  to  England,  whether  this  Place  returns,  as  formerly, 
under  the  King's  Dominion,  or  whether  it  remains  in  the  Hands  of  a  Foreign 
Power  j  and  the  Interpofnion  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  by  Her  good  Offices 
on  this  cccafion,  will  cement,  for  the  fucurc,  a  molt  Uriel  Union  between  the 
Crowns  of  France  and  England. 

However,  if  Her  Majefty's  good  Offices  fhould  prove  Fruitlefs,.  notwithftanding 
Her  belt  Endeavours  lor  procuring  to  his  Majelty  the  Reftitut  on  of  Lijh  and 
Tournay,  as  an  Equivalent  for  the  Fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  his  Majefty  Declares 
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from  this  prcfent  time,  but  only  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  That  for  the 
good  of  the  Peace,  he  will  be  iatisiled  with  the  Reftitution  of  the  Town  and 
Cittadel  of  Lijle,  with  the  Chaltelleny  and  Dependencies,  without  inlifting  on 
Toumay,  being  willing  to  content  himferf  with  this  lait  Equivalent,  rather  than 
to  retard,  by  more  extenfiw,  tho'  juit  Pretenhons,  the  Re-eftablilhment  of  the 
Tranquillity  of  Europe. 

The  Cellion  of  the  Catholick  Low  Countries  was  made  by  the  King  of  Spain 
to  the  F  lector  of  Bavaria,  only  with  a  delign  to  indemnifie  him,  for  rhe  LolTes 
he  fuffer'd  during  the  Courfe  of  this  preient  War  ;  but  his  Majefty,  and  the 
King  his  Grsndfon,  are  further  engag'd  by  Treaties  with  that  Elector,  to  reftore 
him,  by  the  Peace,  to  the  PoflelTion  of  his  Dominions,  of  his  Rank,  and  of 
his  Dignities,  whereof  he  was  deprived  by  the  War,  To  his  Majefty  will  De- 
mand, that  this  Prince  refume  in  the  Electoral  College  the  firft  Rank,  which 
was  transferred  to  the  Elector  Palatine  ;  that  the  Upper  Palatinate  given  to  the 
laid  Elector  Palatine,  be  reftored  ro  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  in  fhort  that  the 
Difmembenflents  made  from  the  Chief  Parts  of  the  fame  Electorate,  be  Annulled, 
and  things  reftored  to  their  former  order. 

Even  theie  Demands  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Dutch,  fuppo- 
fing  that  they  will  Confent  to  leave  the  Low  Countries  to  the  Elector  of  Bavai  ia  -, 
for  it  is  confident  with  their  Maxims,  that  theie  Provinces  fhould  be  PclTcls'd  by 
a  Prince,  whole  Power  fecures  their  Barrier. 

However,  if  they  have  different  Thoughts  with  refpect  to  the  Elector  of  Bava- 
ria, and  that  forgetting  the  firft  Engagements  of  that  Prince  with  the  Houfe  of 
Anftria,  they  are  perfwaded  that  his  Ties  with  France  will  never  be  weakened, 
if  upon  this  Foundation,  they  think  that  his  Power  nrght  at  any  time  be 
Dangerous  to  their  State,  and  that  therefore  it  is  neceflary  to  Diminifh  the 
fam«;  regard  may  be  had  to  this  fear,  altho'  ill  grounded,  by  propofing  for  the 
good  of  rhe  Peace,  to  engage  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  to  yield  Bavarl;,  and  the 
Electoral  Dignity  to  the  Prince  his  Eldeft  Son  -,  whereof  it  would  be  necefLry 
to  conclude  at  the  fame  time  the  Marriage  with  the  Arch-Dutchefs,  Eldeft  Daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Emperor  Joftph.  In  this  cafe  it  fhould  be  Stipulated,  that  the 
Elector  would  be  iatisfied  to  Poffefs  the  Low  Countries  inllead  of  Bavaria,  with 
the  condition  that  has  been  mention'd,  of  putting  Dutch  Gairifons  into  the  Places, 
to  be  paid,  and  maintain'd  at  the  Charge  of  the  Country. 

If  thefe  Propofals  fhould  be  rejected,  the  King  being  engaged  by  his  Treaties, 
to  take  care  of  the  Interefts  of  a  Prince  his  Ally,  demands  that  at  leaft,  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  may  keep  the  Provinces  of  Luxemburg  and  Namur,  and  that 
his  Electorate,  his  Dignity,  and  his  Rank  may  be  Reftored  to  him  ;  but  it 
would  not  be  Juft,  that  being  redue'd  to  Two  Strong  P.aces  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, he  fhould  be  obliged  to  receive  a  Dutch  Garrifon  therein,  which  the 
Revenue  of  thofe  Two  Provinces  would  not  be  able  to  Maintain.  This  Con- 
dition muft  be  ftruck  out ;  which  the  King  only  propofes  in  cafe  all  the  Low 
Countries  be  intirely  given  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. 

As  the  King  doubts  nor,  but  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  thinks  it  Juft,  that 
the  Elector  Palatine  fhould  reftore  the  Upper  Palatinate,  his  Mdjefty  thinks, 
that  the  Datchy  of  Limbourg  might  be  Separated  from  the  Low  Countries, 
and  given  to  the  Elector  Palatine,  to  Indemnify  him  for  the  Upper  Palatinate, 
which  he  fhould  reftore ;  this  his  Majefty  leaves  to  the  Prudence  and  Juitice 
of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  However  it  be,  it  might  be  Agteed,  that 
the  Elector  Palatine  fhould  enjoy,  during  his  Life,  the  Upper  Palatinate,  arid 
the  Firft  Rank  in  the  Electoral  College,  and  that  after  his  Death,  both  fhould 
return  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  his  Succeffor. 

Tiis  Second  Propofal,  with  refpect  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  would  bring 
no  Alteration  to  the  offer  already  made,  of  yielding  to  the  Dutch  for  a  Barrier, 
Jlenhi,  Ipres,  Fum,  and  Furn  Ambach,  on  the  Conditions  beforementioned. 

But  the  manner  in  which  thev  will  ufe  this  Prince,  will  decide  the  Advantages 
the  King  will  grant  with  refpect  to  Trade. 

If  one  of  the  preceding  Propofals  is  accepted,  the  King's  Intention  is,  to  Re- 
eftablifh,  in  Favour  of  the  Dutch,  the  Tariff  of  i664.-w:th  the  Exemption  of 
the  Duty  of  50  per  Tun,  his  Majefty  will  particularize  only  fome  Exceptions 
to  this  Tariff,  whereof  the  Detail  is  contain'd  in  a  Memorial  by  it  fel'f ;  he 
thinks  himfelf  oblig'd  to  Stipulate  the  fame,  not  only  to  present  the  utter 
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Ruin  of  Trick,  the  Navigation,  and  the  Manufactures  EftablifiYd  in  his  Kirg- 
dom,  but  alfo  to  tike  away  the  Equivocations  that  might  hereafter  occalion 
Complaints,  and  troubleiom  Difpui 

If  it  happens  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Propofals  made  in  Favour  of  the  E- 
lector  of  Bavaria  be  rejected,  that  he  be  obliged  to  content  himfetf  with  the 
fmgle  Reftitution  of  Bavaria,  perhaps  dilmetnber'd  from  the  (Jppet  Pabti- 
nate,  and  the  Elector  be  depriv'd  o{  the  Firlt  Rank  in  the  Electoral  College  $  in 
this  Cafe,  his  Majefty  will  only  grant  to  the  Dutch  the  Tariff  Sign'd  iu 
May  1699. 

There  would  ftill  be  another  Indemnization  more  honourable,  but  far  left 
ufeful,--and  which  his  Majelty  would  neverthelefs  pay  at  the  fame  rate  of  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Tariff  of  1664.  witn  the  Exceptions  mention'd. 

The  Dutch,  and  theit  Allies,  by   refufing  the  Low  Countries  to  the  Elector   of 
Bavaria,  would  probably   have  the   lame  yielded  to  the  Arch  Duke  :  The  K::>g 
will   confent  thereto,  and   moreover,   his   Majefty  will  difpoie   that  Elector  to 
yield  the  whole  Electorate  ot  Bavaria  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  provided  the  K;ng 
dom  of  Naples  be  given  to  that  Prince. 

The  Proportion  is  not  equal  between  that  Kingdom  of  the  one,  and  the  Spa* 
nijl)  Netherlands  on  the  other  parr,  with  a  Country  like  that  of  Bavaria,  and 
fo  convenient  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflriu;  but  the  King  undertakes  to  Supply  the 
Lofsof  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  to  make,  by  the  Indemnization,  England  a  con- 
fiderable  Gainer. 

The  Means  his  Mijefty  propofes  to  fucceed  thetein,  is,  by  engaging  the  King 
of  Spain  to  yield  Sicily  to  that  Eleftor,  fo  by  poiTefling  both  Kingdoms,  he 
would  be  indemnified  for  what  he  Ihould  forfake  otherwife,  and  the  Englijh 
would  find  their  part'cular  Advantage  in  the  Conventions  England  might  make 
with  him  for  the  Commerce  in  the  Mediterranean.  It  is  not  indifferent  to 
the  Nation  to  be  fecute  of  the  Prince  who  (hall  be  Mafter  of  MeJ/ina,  and 
the  Dutch  would  eafily  prevent  England,  if  ever  Sicily  (hould  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Arch-Duke.  This  Reflection  will  not  have  efcaped  the  Wtfdom  of  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  who  (news  likewife  Her  Regard  to  the  Affairs  of  Italy, 
by  the  Article  which  concerns  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

The  King's  Intention  is,  punctually  to  perform  the  Convention  Sign'd,  in  his 
Name,  by  Monfieur  Mefnager,  in  relation  to  that  Prince.  His  Majefty  will  ac- 
quaint him  therewith  direCtly,  fince  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  defires  it.  The 
Silence  his  Majefty  has  kept  upon  this  Subject,  was  grounded  upon  this, 
That  his  Majefty  has  no  Cotrefpondence,  either  direCtly  or  indirectly,  with  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  he  referring  himfelf  to  that  Ptlncefs  to  inftruCt  him  with  what 
was  Stipulated  for  jiim. 

For  what  remains,  the  King  is  fo  far  from  oppofing  the  Aggrandizement  of 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  on  the  fide  of  Italy,  that  he  thinks  it  would  be  the  Advan- 
tage of  that  Part  of  Europe,  that  the  reft  of  the  Milanese  fhould  be  Joyn'd 
with  that  Part,  whereof  that  Prince  is  already  PofTefsM  ;  he  would  even  con 
fent  with  Pleafure  to  Treat  him  then  in  Quality  of  King  of  Lom- 
hardy. 

The  Kings  Sentiments  on  this  Occafion  being  entirely  agreeable  with  thofe 
of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  but  that  Princefs  will 
alfo  agree,  that  it  is  juft  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  the  Old 
Barrier  towards  France,  and  that  he  reftore  the  Places  of  b.xilles  and  Fenepelks, 
both  lying  in  Daaphine;  his  Majefty  confirming  the  Promife  he  has  made  of  Re- 
ftoring  to  him  the  Dutchy  of  Savoy,  and  the  County  of  Nice^  whereof  the  Con- 
fiderarion  is  ftill  above  the  Importance  of  thefe  two  Places  for  the  Frontier  of 
the  Kingdom. 

Betides  thefe  Explanations,  the  King  will  give,  with  an  intirs  Confidence, 
to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  all  the  Explanations  She  will  be  pleased  to  ask 
him,  for  the  good  of  the  Peace  ;  and  firce  She  defires  to  know,  what  are  the 
Kings  Difpofitions  with  refpeCt  to  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgb,  and  the  Duke 
of  Hanover  ;  his  Majefty  allures  Her,  that  he  will  make  no  difficulty  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Firft,  as  King  of  Prujjia,  and  the  Second,  as  Elector,  when  the 
Peace  is  Sign'd.  The  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  may  even  make  ufe  of  this  Con- 
fidence, as  She  fhall  think  moft  fining  for  advancing  the  Peace,  and  be  fare  that 
the  King  will  not  difown  Her. 
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In  fhort,  the  deiire  which  that  Princefs  expreffes,  to  Procure  forthwith  the  ge- 
neral Tranquillity  of  Europe,  feems  fo  Sincere,  that  his  Majefty  is  further  wil- 
ling to  Communicate  to  Her  his  Intentions  on  the  Peace,  to  be  made  with- 
the  Empire;  which  are, 

To  acknowledge  the  Arch-Duke,  as  Emperor. 

To  refiore  to  that  Prince,  and  to  the  Empire,  Fort  Kehl,  in  the  fame  Condition 
it  is  now  in. 

To  caufe  the  Forts  built  in  the  Rhine,  and  depending  on  Strasbourg,  to  be  De- 
tnolifhed. 

To  rafe  the  Fortifications  built  over  againft  Hunningen  on  the  Right,  and  in  the 
Ifland  of  the  Rhine. 

In  like  manner,  the  Fort  built  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  overagainft  Fort 
Louis,  as  well  as  that  part  of  the  Bridge  leading  from  the  Ifland  to  the  right  hand 
Shore  of  the  Rhine. 

To  demolifh  in  general,  all  the  Fortifications  built,  or  rais'd  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  River. 

In  fhort,  to  reftore  to  the  Emperor  the  Town  of  Brifac,  except  neverthelefs  the 
Fort  called  Mortier,  lying  on  the  left,  and  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine. 

Upon  thefe  Conditions,  which  fufficiently  fhew  the  King's  defire  of  leaving 
the  Empire  in  Peace;  his  Majefty  defires  only  for  himfelf  the  Reftitution  of 
the  Town  of  Landau  -,  and  for  the  Allies  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Elector 
of  Cohgn,  in  his  Dominions,  Benefices,  and  Dignities  }  referring  himfelf,  as  to 
what  relates  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  to  what  has  already  been  mentioned,  with 
refpect  to  that  Prince. 

The  King  expels  with  impatience  the  happy  effects  of  the  Application  of 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  in  contributing  to  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Peace, 
and  his  Majefty  defires  with  no  lefs  earneftnefs  a  fitting  time  wherein  he  may 
give  publick  Proofs  of  his  Sentiments  for  that  Princefs. 


N».  XII. 

St.  JamesV,  Decemb.  23.    171 1. 

The  Queens  Ir.ftru&ions  to  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  the 
Earl  of  Strafford.,  Her  Plenipotentiaries  for  a  General 
Peace. 

UPon  your  Arrival  at  Utrecht,  you  are  to  begin  by  concerting  with  the  Mi- 
nitte'rs  of  Our  Allies,  in  what  Manner  it  may  "be  moft  proper  to  open  the 
Conferences,  and  what  Method  to  obierve  in.  the  Progrefs  of  the  Treaty.  You 
will  upon  this,  and  upon  all  other  Occafions,  earneftly  Keprefent  to  thefe  Mi- 
nifters,  the  great  Importance  of  appearing  United ;  and  for  that  realon,  Re- 
commend to  them,  That  if  any  Difference  or  Difpute  fhould  arife,  the  fame 
fhould  be  accommodated  amonglt  your  felves,  that  France  may  have  no  Hold 
to  break  in  upon  you  5  but  on  the  contrary,  whenever  you  meet  the  Ene- 
mies Minifters  in  the  Congrefs,  every  Opinion  that  is  deliver'd,  and  every  In- 
ftance  that  is  made,  may  be  back'd  by  the  concurrent  Force  of  the  whole  Confe- 
deracy. 

In  order  to  bring  this  great  Work  to  a  fpeedy  IlTue,  and  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  poffible,  any  Advantage  which  the  Enemy  might  take  by  a  long  Negotiation 
of  Dividing  the  Allies,  or  of  Slackning  their  Preparations  for  another  Campaign, 
you  are  to  propofe,  that  a  time  be  fix'd  for  the  Conclufion,  as  was  done  for  the 
Commencement  of  thefe  Conferences. 

If  it  fhall  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by  the  Difpofition  of  the  Spanilh  Monar- 
chy, you  are  to  infift,  That  the  Security  and  reaionable  Satisfaction  which  the 
Allies  expect,  and  which  bis  moft  Chriftfan  Majefty  has  prorruYd,  cannot  be 
d  obtain'd, 
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obtain'd,  if  Spain  and  the  Wefl-India  be  allotted  to  any  Branch  of  the  Houfe,  of 
Bourbon  :  And  in  cafe  the  Enemy  fhould  objecl,  as  the  Imperial  N'inilters  h 
done,  That  the  Second  Article  of  the  Seven,  Sign'd  by  the  Sieur  Mrjha^er,  im- 
plies, that  the  Duke  of  Anjou  (hall  continue  on  the  Throne  of  Spain,  you  are* 
to  infilt  that  thole  Articles,  as  far  as  they  extend,  are  indeed  binding  ro  France- 
but  that  they  lay  neither  Us,   nor  Oar  Allies  under  any  p  ,n\ 

that  they  were  receiv'd  only  as  Inducements  for  Opening  ot  Conferences  h  and 
that  an  Agreement  to  take  Meali.;res  for  preventing  the  Crowns  of  Frame  and 
Spain  from  being  ever  United  upon  One  Head,  cannu  be  conftnud  by  any 
means  to  imply,  that  the  latter  ihould  remain,  to  the  prefenc  Polf.flion,  fince 
by  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Preliminaries  made  in  1709,  this  very  Point  was 
infilled  upon,  although  in  the  fame  Preliminaries  it  was  agreed,  That  the  Duke 
of  Anjou  fhould  Abandon  the  Throne  of  Spain.  In  treating  therefore  upon  this 
Head,  You  are  to  confider,  and  Settle,  in  conjunction  wuh  Our  Allies,  the  moft; 
effectual  Meafures  for  preventing  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  from  being 
ever  United  upon  One  Head,  and  the  Conditions  which  (hall  be  agreed  as  ns- 
celTary  to  this  Effect,  you  are  peremptorily  to  infill  up  m. 

Whether  the  great  Article  of  the  Spanifo  Monarchy  fhall  be  in  the  flrft  place 
Adjuifed,  or  whether  it  fhall  be  thought  expedient  to  defer  the  Conlideration 
thereof;  you  are,  in  behalf  or  Our  Allies,  to  demand  ot  France  the  following 
Terms,  with  fuch  Extenrions  and  Alterations,  as  the  feveral  Parties  concerned 
may  be  defirous  of,  and  as  fhall  appear  juft  and  reafonabie-  And  for  your  better 
Information  and  Guidance,  as  well  in  refpeet  to  thefe  Articles,  as  to  others,  the 
feveral  Memorials  and  Representations  wnich  We  have  receiv'd  from  dners  Prin- 
ces and  States,  concerning  their  Interefts  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  are  herewith 
deliver'd  to  you. 

In  the  firft  place,  with  refpect  to  the  Interefts  of  Our  good  Brother  the  Em- 
peror, and  of  the  Empire,  you  arc  to  infilt,  That  the  Town  and  Grade!  of  Stras- 
bourg be  rtftor'd  to  them  in  the  lame  Condition  they  are  at  prefenr,  together  wuh 
the  Fort  of  Kebl,  and  the  Dependencies  thereof,  Scituated  on  both  fides  of  the 
Rhine,  without  the  Repayment  of  any  Demand  of  Charges  under  any  Pretext 
wbatfoever,  with  One  hundred  Pieces  of  Brafs  Cannon,  of  different  Sizes,  and 
Ammunition  in  proportion.  That  the  faid  Town  of  Strasbourg  be  likewife  reftor'd 
to  the  Rank,  Prerogatives,  and  Privileges  of  an  Imperial  City  •,  and  do  Enjoy 
the  fame  in  fuch  manner  as  they  were  Enjoy'd  before  it  was  brought  under  the 
Dominion  of  his  molt  Chriltian  Majefty,  both  in  Ecclefialiical  and  Civil  Rights-, 
and  you  are  to  demand,  that  the  faid  Town  and  Forts  be  effectually  Evacuated 
in  fuch  time  and  fuch  manner,  as  fhall  be  Agreed  upon  by  you  in  Coi;ctrt  with  Out 

You  are  further  to  infill,  That  the  Town  of  Brifac,  with  its  Territory,  be  Re- 
ftor'd to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  with  all  the  Cannon, 
Artillery,  and  Ammunition  that  are  therein,  to  be  Held  and  fcnjoy'd  by  .his  faid 
-Imperial  Majefty  in  fuch  manner  as  he  ought  to  have  Held  and  Enjoy 'd  the  fame, 
purfuant  to  the  Treaty  of  Kyfaick 

You  are  to  endeavour  to  procure,  that  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  may  hereafter 
have  the  Poffellion  of  Aljatia,  in  fuch  wife  only  as  appears  to  be  according  to  the 
Literal  Senfe  of  the  Treaty  of  Wcjlpbalia^  and  by  Virtue  thereof,  that  he  be 
contented  with  the  Right  of  Prejfethue  over  the  Ten  Imperial  Cities,  lying  in 
the  faid  County  of  Jlfitia,  without  extending  the  faid  Right  to  the  Prejudice 
of  the  Prerogatives,  Kights,  and  Privileges  which  belong  to  them,  as  to  other 
Free  Cities  of  the  Empire ,  but  that  his  faid  molt  Chr'utian  Majelty  may  en- 
joy the  aforefaid  Right,  together  with  the  Prerogatives,  Revenues  and  De- 
mains,  in  like  manner  as  he  ought  to  have  enjoy'd  them  at  the  time  of  the  Con- 
clulion  of  the  Treaty  abovementiond. 

You  are  to  demand,  That  the  Fortifications  of  the  faid  Ten  Towns  be  put  in 
the  fame  Condition  they  were.in  at  the  time  aforefaid,  except  the  Town  of 
Landau  j  the  Poflefhon  and  Propriety  whereof  you  are  to  procure  to  the 
Emperor  and  the  Empire,  with  Liberty  to  Demoliih  the  For tiricac ions  of  that 
Plice,  if  they  fhall  think   tit. 

You  are  likewife  to  infill,  That  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  in  purfuance  of 
the  faid  Treaty  of  WeJIphalia,  do  caufe  to  be  Dem^lifhed  in  fuch  time  as  fhall 
be  agreed  on,  and  at  his  own  Exper.ce,  the  Fortrefles,  which  he  has  at  pre- 
fers 
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fent  on  the  Rhine,  from  Bap  to  Philipsburg,  namelv-,  tiuHmrigeit,  New  Brifac, 
and  Fort  Louis,  with  the  Works  belonging  to  the  laid  For:,  on  both  Sides  the 
Rinne,  without  ever  Rebuilding  the  fame. 

You  are  further  to  demand,  That  the  Town  and  Fortress  of  Rhinfett,  with 
its  Dependencies,  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  Our  good  Coufin  the  Landgrave 
of  Hejfe  Cafile,  until  that  Matter  be  otheiwife  Settled. 

The  Claufe  inferred  in  the  Fourth  Article  of  the  Tteaty  of  Ryfwkk,  relating 
to  Religion,  being  contrary  to  the  Honour  of  the  Treaty  of  Weftpbalia  ;  you 
are  accordingly  to  infiit,  That  the  fame  be  Revoked  and  Annulled,  and  that 
the  State  oi  Religion  in  Germany  be  Reltored  to  the  Tenour  of  the  Treaty  of 
Wejlvhalia   aforefaid. 

You  are  likewlfe  to  infift,  That  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  do  acknowledge 
our  good  Brother  the  King  of  PruJJia  in  that  Quality  ■,  and  that  he  do  promife 
not  to  give  to  his  fa  id  PittJ/ian  Majefty,  any  Disturbance  in  the  Poflefiion  of  the 
Principality  of  Neufchatel,  and  of  the  County  of  Vakngin  -,  and  that  he  do  re- 
Itore  the  Principility  of  Orange,  to  thofe  to  whom  it  (hall  appear  by  Law  to 
Appertain,  and  fiich  other  Eltares  as  did  belong  to  our  late  dear  Brother  King 
William  the  Third,  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  France. 

You  are  alfo  to  demand  the  acknowledging  of  the  Electorate,  which  has  been 
Erefted  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Hanover,  now  Elector  of  Rrnnfwkk  and  Lunen- 
burg. 

/\nd  if  any  difficulty  (hall  arife,  concerning  the  time  of  acknowledging  his  P;uf- 
Itan  Majefty,  and  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  the  Minifters  of  Frame  infixing  not  ro 
do  it  until  the  Peace  he  Sign'd  5  and  the  Minifters  of  thefe  Princes,  inhfting  to 
be  received  as  the  Minifter  of  a  downed  Head,  and  of  an  Elector,  at  the  Firtt 
Opening  of  the  Congrefs,  you  are  in  fucli  Cafe,  to  endeavour  by  fome  Expe- 
dient to  Reconcile  the  Difpu-e.  Ycu  may  in  the  Firft  Place,  Propofe,  that 
the  Several  Minifters  fhould  Confer,  and  Treat  together,  without  Exchanging, 
or  Producing  their  full  Powers,  until  rhey  come  to  Conclude  and  Sign ;  you  may 
in  the  next  Place  offer,  that  the  full  Powers  of  the  Prujjian,  and  Hanover  Mini- 
fters be  accepred  with  a  Declaration,  that  this  (hall  be  of  no  Confequerc?,  unlefs 
the  General  Peace  enfue.  Thirdly,  you  may  Endeavour  to  Terminate  the  Dif- 
ference, by  Ptefling  to  have  the  full  Powers  of  all  the  Minifters  put  into  the 
Hands  of  fuch  Plenipotentiaries,  as  (hall  be  Agreed  upon  by  the  Parties  pre- 
fent. 

As  to  Our  good  Brother  the  King  of  Portugal,  you  are  to  inlift  that  he  have 
and  enjoy  all  the  Benefits  and  Advantages  granted  to  him  by  the  Treaties  made 
between  Us,  Our  Allies,  and  his  faid  Majefty. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  Particular  Interelts  of  our  good  Friends,  and  Allies 
the  States  General,  you  are  to  Infiit,  that  the  molt  Chriftian  King  do  Yield  To- 
wards Forming  a  iufficient  Barrier  to  them,  Fumes,  Fort  Knock,  Menin,  Jprest 
Lijle,  Tommy,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  and  Maubevge,  as  likewife  Douay,  Betbune, 
Aire1  St.  tenants,  and  Bouchain,  with  their  feveral  Dependencies,  and  the  Can- 
non, and  Artillery,  and  Ammunition  now  being  in  fuch  of  the  abovefaid  Towns 
as  are  ftill  in  the  Hands  of  the  French,  to  be  Garrifoned  in  fiich  manner  as  is 
or  (hall  be  Agreed  on  between  Us,  and  the  faid  States  General,  or  others  Con- 
cerned. You  are  further  to  Infift  on  that  Head,  that  his  moft  ChTiftian  Ma- 
jefty, do  reftore  all  the  Towns,  Forrs,  and  Places  belonging  to  Spam,  which 
he  at  prefent  PolTelTes,  or  has  been  in  PofTeflion  of,  during  the  Courfe  of  this 
War  in  the  Spanijh  Low  Countries,  together  with  the  Cannon,  Artillery,  and  Am- 
munition, now  being  and  remaining  therein,  to  the  End,  rhat  fuch  Part  of 
them  that  have  been,  or  (hall  be  thought  Fit,  may  alfo  be  Allotted  for  a  Bar- 
rier to  the  States  General. 

You  are  to  ufe  your  utmoft  Endeavours,  that  the  Tariff  of  1664,  be  grant' 
ed  by  France  to  the  faid  States  General,  with  the  Suppreflion  of  all  other 
Tariffs  made  fince  that  time  ■  Revoking  and  Annulling  all  Edi£ts,  Decla- 
rations, and  Decrees  contrary  thereunto;  that  the  Advantages  of  the  Trea- 
ty of  Ryfwkk  be  likewife  given  to  the  States-,  and  that  the  Exemption  of 
Fifty  Pence  per  Tun  be  allowed  to  all  Dutch  Veflels,  Trading  to  the  Ports  of 
France. 

You 


You  are  however  to  take  cfpecial  Care  not  to  fuffer  thefe  Articles  in  favour 
of  the  States-General  to  be  concluded,  until  the  Treaty  of  Succeflion  and  bar- 
rier be  lb  explained,  as  to  remove  thole  apprehenfions  which  We  have  as  to  the 
Confequence  of  it  in  fome  Points,  concerning  which  you  are  already  Inftrudcd 
and  (hall  hereafter  be  more  fully  inform'd  of  Our  Pleafure. 

As  to  Our  good  Brother  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  you  are  to  Demand  that  he  be 
put  again  into  Poffcmon  of  the  Dutchy  of  Savoy,  County  of  Nice,  and  all  his 
Hereditary  Countries  and  Places  yielded  to  him  by  the  Treaties  made  with  the 
Emperor  and  others  of  the  Allies ;  And  that  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majcfty  do  like 
wife  yield  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Towns  of  Exilles,  Fenefirelles,  and  Cbau- 
mont,  together  with  the  Valley  of  Yraulas,  and  all  the  Trad  of  Land  lying  be- 
tween Piedmont  and  Mount  Gtnevre,  fo  that  the  faid  Mountain  may  fervc  here- 
after as  a  Barrier  between  the  Kingdom  of  France  and  the  Principality  of  Vkd- 
mont. 

When  the  Barrier  of  Our  good  Friends  and  Allies  the  States-General  mall  be 
under  Confideration,  or  at  any  other  time  which  in  the  courfe  of  this  Negotia- 
tion fhall  to  you  appear  moft  proper,  you  are  to  prefs  the  explaining,  extend- 
ing and  fettling  the  Sixth  Article  fign'd  by  the  Sieur  Mefnager,  which  relates  to 
the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk. 

As  to  Our  own  Interefts,  you  are  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  them  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  Negotiation,  to  make  ufe  of  every  Accident  which  may 
happen,  and  of  every  occafion  which  the  fevcral  Allies  may  have  of  Our  Am- 
ftance,  in  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  fame  with  each  of  them. 

Whereas  by  the  Treaty  of  Barrier  the  Commerce  of  thefe  Our  Kingdoms  to 
the  Spanifi  Netherlands,  and  to  fuch  Places  as  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Treaty  accrue 
to  the  States-General,  is  expofed  to  be  loft,  or  at  leaft  to  become  precarious  ; 
And  whereas  the  Sieur  Buys  their  Envoy  extraordinary  to  Us,  has  himfelf  ac- 
knowledge the  reafonablenefs  of  Our  Apprehenfions,  and  the  Juftice  there  is 
that  We  fhould  be  (Jecur'd  againft  any  Prejudice  which  We  have  reafon  to  fear 
may  arife  to  Us  from  thofe  great  Acceffions  which  they  have,  at  the  expence  of 
the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  Our  Subjeds,  acquir'd  : 

You  are  therefore  at  the  fame  time  as  you  ufe  your  Endeavours  with  the  E- 
nemy,  and  fuch  of  the  Allies  as  may  be  concerned  therein  to  procure  to  the 
States-General  the  effed  of  the  aforefaid  Treaty,  to  infift  that  Nieuport,  Dender- 
monde,  the  Caftle  of  Ghent,  and  fuch  other  Places  as  may  rather  appear  to  be  a 
Barrier  againft  Us  than  againft  France,  be  either  not  put  into  the  Hands  of  th* 
Dutch,  or  that  fuch  Expedients  be  found  for  the  doing  thereof,  as  may  fecure 
the  ingrefs  and  egrefs  of  Our  Subjeds  in  all  the  Low-Countries,  as  fully  and  ef* 
fedually  as  if  the  faid  Barrier  had  not  been  granted  to  the  States-General. 

The  Seventh  Article  of  the  Barrier  Treaty  giving  a  Power  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral, in  cafe  of  an  apparent  Attack,  or  of  War,  to  put  fo  many  Troops  as 
they  fhall  judge  neceifary  into  all  the  Towns,  Places  and  Forts  of  the  Low- 
Countries,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  have  this  Article  fo  explain'd,  as  to  be  undar- 
ftood  for  the  future  only  of  an  Attack  from,  or  of  a  War  with  France,  fince  no- 
thing can  be  more  unreafonable,  than  to  leave  it  in  the  Power  of  the  States- 
General  to  make  ufe  of  the  Ten  Provinces  againft  thofe  to  whom  the  Sove- 
reignty of  thefe  Provinces  may  belong,  or  againft  the  Britift  Nation. 

It  muft  be  your  further  Care,  that  a  fpeclal  Provifion  be  made  that  Our  Sub- 
jects may  not  fuffer  in  their  Commerce  by  any  omiffibn  in  the  Fifteenth  Article 
of  the  faid  Barrier  Treaty,  .and  that  it  be  exprefly  ftipulated  that  the  Subjeds  of 
thefe  Our  Kingdoms  (hall  Trade  as  free,  with  the  fame  Advantages  and  Privi- 
leges, and  under  the  fame  Impofitions  and  no  other,  as  they  us'd  to  do  when 
thofe  Places  were  in  the  Hands  of  France  or  Spain,  or  as  the  Subjeds  of  the  States- 
General  themfelves  have  done,  or  (hall  at  any  time  hereafter  do, 

Purfuant  to  what  is  beforementioned  you  are  to  make  thefe  Inftances,  and 
fuch  others  as  fhall  be  hereafter  direded  upon  thefe  Heads,  wherein  the  Inte- 
refts of  Our  Kingdoms,  and  of  the  Dominions  of  the  States-General  may  inter- 
fere, at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner,  that  Our  Satisfadion  may  go  Hand  in 
Hand  with  the  Settlement  of  their  Barrier. 

*  G  Yoh 
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You  are  to  infift  chat  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  do  not  only  in  the  plairreft 
and  ftrongeft  Terms,  acknowledge  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of  thefe  Oar 
Kingdoms,  as  the  fame  is  limited  by  Law  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  but  alfo  the 
Perfon  pretending  a  Right  thereunto  fhall  be  immediately  pblig'd  to  retire  out 
of  the  Dominions  of  France,  and  that  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall  further 
Promife  and  Engage  for  himfelf,  His  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  never  to  acknow- 
ledge any  Perfon  to  be  King  or  Queen  of  thefe  Realms  befides  Ourfelf,  and 
fuch  as  fhall  fucceed  to  Us  by  virtue  of  the  Ads  of  Settlement  now  in  force. 

You  are  to  Demand  that  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  may  be  as  foon  as  poffiblc 
commene'd  between  Us  and  France ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  fuch  Points 
may  be  fettled  as  fhall  appear  neceffary  to  prevent  the  Doubts  and  Difficulties 
which  may  otherwife  arife  in  the  future»Negotiation  of  this  Matter. 

The  joint  Pofleflion  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chriftopber  hiving  been  the  occafion 
of  frequent  Difputes  between  Our  Subje&s  and  thofe  of  the  Moft  Chriftian 
King,  as  well  as  of  the  effufion  of  much  Blood,  you  are  to  demand  and  infift, 
that  the  Right  to  and  Pofleflion  of  the  faid  Ifland  do  for  the  future  remain  to 
Us,  and  that  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  do  Renounce  all  Right,  Title,  Claim  or 
Intereft  which  he  or  any  of  his  Subjects  may  have  or  pretend  to  have  to  or  in 
the  faid  Ifland,  or  any  part  thereof. 

As  to  our  Interefts  in  theiNorth  PaTts  of  America,  you  are  to  be  particularly 
careful,  and  to  Demand  in  the  firft  place  the  Reftitution  of  the  Bay  and  Streights 
of  Hudfon,  together  with  fuch  further  Security  for  the  Trade,  and  recompence 
for  the  Loffes  of  this  Company,  as  you  fhall  be  able  to  obtain. 

You  are  in  the  next  place  to  infift,  that  Placentia  and  the  whole  Ifland  of 
Newfoundland  be  yielded  to  Us  by  the  French. 

Thirdly,  You  are  to  Demand  that  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall  quit  all 
Claim  or  Title  by  Virtue  of  any  former  Treaty  or  otherwife,  to  the  Country 
call'd  Nova  Scotia,  and  exprefly  to  Port-Royal,  Otherwife  Anafolis  Royal,  which  is 
now  in  our  Pofleflion. 

You  are,  in  the  fourth  pkee,  to  endeavour  in  the  beft  manner  you  poflibly 
can,  to  defcribe  and  fix  the  Bounds  of  the  Britijh  and  French  Settlements  in 
thefe  Parts. 

Befides  thofe  Advantages  and  Privileges  which  by  virtue  of  any  former 
Treaty  or  Agreement  Our  Subje&s  are  entitled  to  in  any  part  of  the  Domini- 
ons of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  you  are  to  infift  in  the  future  Treaty  upon  the 
following  Articles. 

FirB,  That  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahcn,  with  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  be  for  the 
future  annex'd  to  the  Crown  of  thefe  Realms. 

Secondly,  That  the  Contract  call'd  the  Ajpento  for  furnifhing  Slaves  to  the 
Spanijh  Weft-Indies  be  made  for  the  Term  of  Thirty  Years,  with  fuch  of  Our 
Subje&s  as  fhall  be  by  Us  Nominated  and  Appointed,  who  fhall  enjoy  all  the 
Prerogatives,  Privileges  and  Advantages  which  were  yielded  to  the  French  by 
a  Contraft  made  with  them  in  the  Year  1702,  or  which  fhall  appear  neceffary 
and  reafonable ;  particularly  you  are  to  infift,  that  fome  extent  of  Ground 
on  the  River  of  Plate  may  be  aflign'd,  upon  which  Our  Subje&s  may  not  only 
refrefh  their  Negroes,  but  keep  them  in  Security  until  they  fhall  be  difpos'd  of 
to  the  Spaniardj. 

Thirdly,  You  are  to  take  care  that  a  general  Article  be  inferted,  by  virtue 
whereof  all  Advantages,  Rights  and  Privileges  which  have  been  granted,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  granted  by  Spain  to  the  Subje&s  of  any  Nation  what- 
foever  fhall  be  in  like  manner  granted  to  the  Subje&s  of  Great-Britain. 

Fourthly,  In  fettling  the  Trade  of  Our  Subje&s  to  the  Spani(h  Dominions,  you 
are  to  endeavour  to  obtain  fuch  Exemptions  of  Duties  upon  all' Goods  and 
Merchandizes  of  the  Produ&  or  Manufacture  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  as  fhall  a- 
mount  to  aq  advantage  of  at  leaft  if  /.  per  Cent. 

Yo« 


You  have  herewith  delivered  to  you  fuch  Propofals  and  Obfervations,  rclat-* 
Ing  to  Our  Interefts  in  Commerce,  as  have  been  prepared  and  made  by  Our 
Commillioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations;  together  with  the  Petitions  and  Re- 
prefentations  of  Our  Turkey  and  Eaft  India  Companies,  and  of  other  Our  Sub- 
jects; of  all  which,  and  of  fuch  others  as  (hall  hereafter  be  tranfmitted  to  you, 
you  arc  to  make  the  beft  ufe  you  fhall  be  able,  for  the  Relief  of  Our  Subjects, 
and  for  the  Improvement  of  Commerce. 

And  whereas  We  have  direded  a  State  to  be  prcpar'd  of  fuch  Demands 
as  We  may  juftly  make,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Expences  which  We  havo 
been  at  for  Our  good  Friends  and  Allies  the  States  General,  but  alfo  on  account 
of  thofe  immenfe  Summs  which  We  have  furnifh'd  for  the  ufe  of  Our  good 
Brother  the  Emperor,  you  are  hereby  requir'd,  as  foon  as  this  State  fhall  be 
tranfmitted  to  you,  to  inlift  upon  Satisfadion  for  as  much  as  fhall  thereby  appear 
to  be  due  to  Us. 

And  whereas  we  think  Ourfelves  oblig'd  on  all  Occafions  to  exert  Our  Zeal 
in  behalf  of  the  Proteftant  Religion  and  Intereft,  We  cannot  conclude  thefa 
Our  Inftrudions  without  directing  you  to  concert  with  the  Minifters  of  the 
States  General  and  Our  other  Protectant  Allies,  the  moft  proper  and  effedu  I 
Methods  for  reftoring  to  their  Religious  and  Civil  Rights  the  Proteftants  of 
Fr.  nee,  and  particularly  for  the  immediate  Relief  of  fuch  as  may  at  this  time 
be  in  the  Gallies. 

Our  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  in  the  laft  place,  that  you  do  from  time  to  time  ob- 
fcrve  and  follow  fuch  further  Inftrudions  and  Directions  as  you  fhall  receive 
from  Us  or  one  of  Our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  with  whom  you  are 
conftamly  to  correfpond,  and  give  Us,  by  him,  an  account  of  all  your  Pro- 
ceedings in  thefe  important  Affairs,  and  of  all  other  material  Occurrences, 
v.  hich  may  come  to  your  knowledge,  during  the  Courfe  of  this  your  Employ- 
ment for  Our  Service  Abroad. 

j4.    Ri 


N°  XIII. 

A  Specifick  Explanation  of  the  Offers  of  France  for  a  General 
Peace,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  the  Powers  inter  efled  in  the 
prefent  War.     Deliver' d  February  the  i\th  1 7 1 2 . 

THE  King  will  acknowledge,  at  the  Signing  the  Peace,  the  Queen  of* 
Great  Britain,  in  that  Quality,  as  well  as  the  Succeffion  to  that  Crown, 
according  to  the  prefent  Eftablifhment,  and  in  the  Manner  the  moft  agreeable! 
to  Her  Britannick  Majefty. 

His  Majefty  will  caufe  all  the  Fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to  be  demolifhed  im- 
mediately after  the  Peace,  having  an  Equivalent  to  his  Satisfaction. 

The  Ifland  of  St.  Cbrippbers,  the  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudfcn  fhall  be  yielded 
Entirely  to  Great  Britain,  in  like  manner  Accadie,  with  its  Fort  and  Fort  Royal, 
fhall  be  entirely  reftor'd  to  His  Majefty, 

As  to  Newfoundland,  the  King  offers  to  yield  it  again  to  Great  Britain,  referr- 
ing to  himfelf  only  the  Fort  of  Placentia,  and  the  Right  of  Fifhing  and  Drying 
of  Cod-Fi(l>,  as  before  the  War. 

He  will  'gree  to  make  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  before  or  after  the  Peace,  at 
the  choice  of  England,  of  which  the  Conditions  between  the  two  Nations  fhall 
be  made  as  equal  as  poffible. 

The  King  will  confent,  at  the  Signing  the  Peace,  that  the  Spanifi  Low-Coun- 
tries yielded  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  by  the  King  of  Spain,  fhall  ferve  as  a 
Parrier  to  the  united  Provinces ;  and  to  enlarge  it,  he  will  add  thereto  Furmt 
arid  ics  Diftrid,  Knocke,  Iprei  and  its  Diftrid,  Menin  and  its  Diftrid.    In  exchange 
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His  Majefty  demands,   for  forming  the  Barrier  of  France,   Aire,  St.  Venant; 
Dourry,  Bouchain  and  their  Dependencies. 

If  the  States  General  will  keep  Garifons  in  the  ftrong  Places  of  the  Barrier 
thus  formed  from  the  Countries  yielded  to  His  Ele&oral  Highnefs,  and  from 
What  France  fhall  add  thereto,  His  Majefty  confents  that  they  may  put  therein 
their  Troops  in  as  great  Number  as  they  pleafe , '  and  further,  that  they  be  main- 
tained at  the  Charge  of  the  Country. 

For  this  Ceffion  and  Confent,  the  King  on  his  part  demands,  for  the  Equi- 
valent of  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk,  the  Cities  and  Citadels  of  Lille  and  Tour" 
nay,  with  their  Chaftellenies  and  Dependencies. 

The  Barrier  thus  regulated  between  France  and  the  States  General,  the  King 
will  agree  to  augment  the  Commerce  of  their  Subjects,  which  is  ftipulated  by 
the  Treaty  of  Ryfivick  and  the  advantageous  Tariff  of  1664,  excepting  only 
fix  forts  of  Merchandize,  of  which  it  mail  be  agreed,  and  which  fhall  remain 
charged  with  the  fame  Duties  as  they  now  pay,  together  with  the  exemption 
of  fifty  Sols  per  Tun,  upon  the  Dutch  Ships  coming  into  France  from  the  United 
Provinces,  and  from  foreign  Countries. 

As  to  the  Commerce  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  the  King  will  promife,  not  only 
to  the  States  General,  but  alfo  to  Great  Britain  and  to  all  the  other  Powers,  by 
virtue  of  an  Authority  which  he  has  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  Commerce  fhail 
be  made  exa&ly  and  entirely  after  the  fame  manner  that  it  was  made  under  the 
Reign  and  until  the  Death  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  will  promife,  that  the 
French  fhall  be  fubjed,  as  well  as  all  other  Nations,  to  the  ancient  Laws  and  Rules 
made  by  the  Kings,  Predeceffors  of  His  Catholick  Maj-fty,  in  relation  to  the 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  Sp.nifi  Indies. 

His  Majefty  further  confents,  that  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  fhall  enter  into  a 
Guaranty  of  this  Promife. 

His  Majefty  promifes,  that  the  King  his  Grandfon  fhall  renounce,  for  the 
good  of  the  Peace,  all  his  Pretenfion  to  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sardinia, 
as  well  as  to  the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  which  he  will  confent  in  the  fame  Name, 
that  the  part  yielded  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  do  remain  to  His  Royal  Highnefs ; 
provided  that  for  this  Ceffion  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  fhall  likewife  defift  from  all 
Pretenfion  upon  the  other  parts  of  the  Monarchy  of  Spain,  from  whence  it 
fhall  draw  its  Troops  immediately  after  the  Peace. 

The  Frontiers  of  both  fides  upon  the  Rhine,  fhall  be  put  in  the  fame  State  as 
they  were  before  the  prefent  War. 

For  all  thefe  Conditions  abovementioned,  the  King  demands,  that  the  Ele- 
ctors of  Cohgn  and  Bavaria  be  Re-eftablifhed  in  the  full  and  entire  Poffeflion  of 
their  Eftates,  Dignities,  Prerogatives,  Goods  movable  and  immovable,  which 
they  enjoyed  before  the  prefent  War;  and  His  Majefty  will  reciprocally  acknow-. 
ledge  in  Germany  and  in  Prujia,  all  the  Titles  which  to  this  time  he  has  not  ac- 
knowledged.. 

The  King  fhall  reftore  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  what  he  hath  taken  from  him  du- 
ring this  War  ;  in  like  manner  His  Royal  Highnefs  fhall  reftore  to  him  what  he 
hath  taken  from  France,  fo  that  the  Bounds  on  both  fides  fhall  be  the  fame  as  they 
were  before  the  Declaration  of  War. 

All  things  in.Portugal  fhall  be  re-eftablifhed  and  remain  upon  the  fame  foot  in 
Europe  as  they  were  before  the  prefent  War,  as  well  in  regard  to  France  as  Spain: 
And  as  to  the  Dominions  which  are  in  America,  if  there  be  any  difference  to 
regulate,  Endeavours  will  be  ufed  to  agree  it  amicably. 

The  King  will  voluntarily  and  bond  fide  confent,  to  concert  with  the  Allies 
the  moft  juft  Meafures  whatever  to  hinder  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spa  in  from 
being  ever  reunited  upon  one  and  the  fame  Head  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  one 
Prince  be  at  the  fame  time  King  of  both- 

All  the  precedent  Treaties,  that  is  to  fay,  thofe  of  Munfier  and  the  following 
ones  fhall  be  Ratified  and  Confirmed,  to  remain  in  their  Force  and  Vigour,  ex- 
cepting only  thofe  Articles  from  which  the  Treaty  of  Peace  now  f©  be  made, 
fhall  have  derogated  or  changed  any  thing. 

Huxelles* 
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N°  XIV. 
Lords  Plenipotentiaries  to  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  6  March  1712. 

ExtraB. 

THE  Conference  in  order  to  communicate  our  fevcral  Demands,  was  held 
Yefterday;  and  all  produe'd  theirs,  except  the  Imperial  Minifters,  who 
having  but  then  rcceiv'd  their  Courier  from  I  Itnna,  defir'd  time  to  prepare  theirs. 
At  this  latter  Meeting  Count  Siuzindorfiniiflcd  with  great  Earncftnefs  that  each 
Ally  mould  in  their  feveral  Demands,  make  exprefs  mention  of,  and  infift  upon 
the  Reftitution  of  the  whole  Monarchy  of  Spain,  that  having  been  the  great  Ob- 
ject of  the  War;  the  Minifter  of  Vortug.l  join'd  in  this  Rcquifition  :  After  a 
Jong  Silence  Count  %'mxie.niorff  prefs'd  Us  and  the  Dutch  to  explain  Ourfelves: 
We  faid,  Her  Mijcfty  had  thought  it  moft  proper  each  Ally  fliould  make  their 
own  Demands,  and  a  general  Clauijb  to  fupport  each  other  in  obtaining  a  juft 
and  reafonable  Satisfaction  was  fufhcienr,  especially  fince  the  Words,  en  Confor- 
mitedi  S;s  Aiilncvs,  were  in  it  :  This  We  remain'd  by. 

The  Dutch  being  again  prefs'd  in  like  manner,  retir'd ;  and,  after  a  long  De- 
bate among  themfelves,  being  r^turn'd,  fpoke  to  the  fame  Purpofe :  We  had 
done,  adding  that  Sp»in  and  the  India  ought  to  be  demanded  by  thofe  it  imme- 
diately concern'd  ;  and  Mr.  Buys  reafon'd  very  much  at  large,  that  the  Method 
We  had  put  things  in,  could  not  fufFer  it  to  be  otherwife.  Count  Sinzendorff  and 
his  Collegue  parted  with  great  Difcontent,  the  former  faying  wi  h  much  Con- 
cern, This  wouid  be  a  fatal  Day  for  the  Grand  Alliance,  &e.  Here  We  thought 
this  Difpute  had  ended,  but  this  Morning  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  defir'd  We 
would  come  to  the  Town-Houfe  a  little  before  the  time  of  Meeting ;  thofe  of 
France  being  come,  they  prefs'd  Us  with  the  neceflity  of  giving  Count  Sinz.mdorff 
fome  Content,  and  at  laft  declar'd  they  were  refolv'd  to  do  it:  accordingly  com- 
ing into  the  Room  where  the  Allies  Minifters  meet,  they  faid,  That  fince  they 
percciv'd  the  Arguments  they  us'd  laft  Night  had  not  given  Content,  they  had 
now  thought  fit  to  go  further,  and  accordingly  declar'd  the  States  General  were 
refolv'd  to  make  good  all  their  Treaties  made  on  occafion  of  this  War,  as  well 
thofe  that  related  to  Spain  and  the  Indies,  as  thofe  made  with  Vortugal,  Vrujfm, 
Savoy  and  others. 

Upon  this  We  immediately  went  to  the  Conference  with  the  French,  to  deli- 
ver Our  feveral  Demands;  while  We  were  there  We  confidcred  the  difadvanta- 
geous  Confequences  of  being  the  only  Minifters  that  did  not  make  any  mention 
at  all  of  Sp.'m  and  the  Indies,  even  a:  Our  Conferences  among  Ourfelves,  and 
thought  it  might  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  to  take  off  that  Odium;  where- 
fore, being  return'd  to  the  Apartment  of  the  Allies,  Lord  Privy  Seal  faid,  We 
are  unwilling  to  fpeak  more  than  We  had  done,  till  after  We  had  given  in  Our 
Demands  to  France,  becaufe  We  could  not  fee  but  the  mentioning  any  cne  fpe- 
cially  in  Our  Demands,  would  naturally  have  drawn  on  the  mention  of  more; 
but  at  prefent,  to  give  the  Satisfaction  fo  earneftly  defired,  We  own'd,  that 
as  Her  Majefty  infifts  for  a  juft  and  reafonable  Satisfaction  for  all  Her  Allies  in 
conformity  to  Her  Alliances,  thofe  Alliances  that  may  concern  Spain  and  the 
Indies,  are  underftood  thereby  as  others  that  concern  the  Intereftsof  the"  reft  of 
the  Allies.  We  humbly  hope  what  was  faid  by  Lord  Privy  Seal  on  this  Occafion 
will  not  be  found  contrary  to  what  has  hitherto  been  declared,  and  that  as  it 
goes  no  further  than  to  juft  and  reafonable,  it  does  not  import  any  new  Obli- 
gation. 
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No  XV. 

the  Answer   to   the  Memorial  brought   by  Monfaur  Gaultiefr, 

the  z^d  of  March   17 12. 

28  March  1712. 

Extract,  * 

T~T "l  H  E  laft  Article  of  the  Memorial  certainly  requires  much  Difcufuon,  and! 
X,  to  be  maturely  examined  j  the  Matter  is  fo  important  that  one  ought  to 
depend  upon  the  firft  Views  and  Conceptions  of  it ;  the  more  fpecious  they  are, 
the  more  dangerous  it  is  to  be  milled  by  a  Perfwafion  of  their  being  eafily 
executed. 

France  enn  never  corifent  to  become  a  Province  of  Spain,  and  Spain  will  like- 
wife  think  the  fame  in  refpeft  to  France;  it  is  therefore  our  Bufinefs  to  take  folid 
Meafures  to  hinder  the  Union  of  the  two  Monarchies;  but  we  ftiould  abfolutely 
depart  from  the  End  propofed,  and  fliolild  fall  into  infinite  Misfortunes,  worfe, 
if  it  be  poflible,  than  what  we  would  unanimoufly  avoid,  if  we  aft  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  Kingdom. 

According  to  thefe  Laws  the  moft  near  Prince  to  the  Crown  is  of  neceflity 
the  Heir  thereto,  'tis  an  Inheritance  that  he  receives  neither  from  the  King  his 
Predeceflbr,  nor  from  the  People,  but  from  the  Benefit  of  the  Law :  So  that 
tvhen  one  King  dies,  the  other  fucceeds  him  forthwith,  without  asking  the 
Confent  of  any  Perfon  whatfoever.  He  fucceeds  not  as  Heir,  but  as  the 
Matter  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Seignory  whereof  belongs  unto  him,  not  by  Choice, 
but  by  Right  of  Birth  only. 

He  is  not  beholden  for  his  Crown,  either  to  the  Will  of  his  Predeceflbr,  or 
to  any  Edift,  nor  to  any  Decree,  nor  to  the  Liberality  of  any  Perfon,  but  to 
the  Law.  This  Law  is  looked  upon  as  the  Work  of  him  who  hath  eftablifhed 
all  Monarchies,  and  we  are  perfwaded  in  France,  that  Go  d  only  can  abolifh  it, 
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Whitehal,  March  23d  17 11.    V.  S< 

Mr.  Secretary  St.  John   to  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

5  7  R, 

I  Was  anfwering  your  Letter  of  the  20th  of  this  Month  N.  S.  the  Day  before 
Yefterday,  when  a  Courier  brought  me  that  of  the  28th,  with  a  Memorial 
of  the  fame  Date. 

.  The  Queen  believes  Mr.  Gaultitr  will  have  given  you  Satisfaction  upon  the 
Points  contained  in  the  firft,  and  Her  Majefty  has  commanded  me,  without  lofs 
of  Time,  to  communicate  to  you  Her  Sentiments,  in  regard  to  the  Article  of 
the  Union  of  the  Two  Monarchies,  upon  which  your  laft  Difpatch  generally  run. 

The  Facilities  which  have  been  receiv'd  from  hence,  for  the  Conclusion  of  a 
General  Peace,  have  been  expe&ed  from  the  Queen,  or  than  any  other  Power 
could  have  contributed.  The  firft  Motive  that  Her  Majefty  had  to  make  all 
thefe  Steps,  has  been  a  firm  Truft,  founded  upon  the  fo  often  repeated  Aflu- 
rances,  on  the  Part  of  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  that  he  would  confent  to 
take  all  the  Meafures  neceffary  to  hinder  for  ever,  that  Union  of  fo  ill  Confer 
quence  to  all  Europe. 

The  Expedient  that  Mr.  Gaultkr  has  been  inftru&ed  to  propofe,  is  the  only 
one  which  feems  to  the  Queen  capable  of  giving  the  leaft  hope  of  preventing 
this  Inconveniency,  and  Her  Majefty  obferves,  that  the  Propofition  contain'd 
in  your  Memorial,  does  but  confirm  and  make  the  Queen  and  Her  Allies  Parties 
to  a  Plan  which  has  been,  and  which  is  now  more  than  ever  the  Objeft  of  their 
Fears. 

It  is  not  neceffary  that  I  fliould  enter  into  the  Particulars  of  the  Objections 
upon  which  we  might  infift.  You  are,  Sir,  of  too  clear  a  Genius  not  to  fee  them 
in  their  whole  Extent  and  Force.  The  Queen  relies  too  much  upon  the  Equity 
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of  the  King  your  Matter,  and  the  fincere  defire  he  hat  always  fhcwn  for  a  Gc->" 
neral  Peace,  to  be  capable  of  imagining,  that  he  will  require  her  to  content 
herfelf  with  a  Surety  of  fo  little  Solidity  as  that  propofed  in  the  Memorial;  oc 
that  fhe  fhould  fuffer  that  the  Cafe  might  happen,  that  he  that  fha.ll  be  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  fhould  have  the  Right  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown 
of  France :  Who  would  then  affure  us  that  this  Prince  would  not  make  ufe  of  his 
Power  to  keep  the  one,  and  to  acquire  the  other,  rather  than  fhow  a  Moderation 
without  Example  ? 

We  are  ready  to  believe  that  you  arc  perfwaded  in  France,  that  God'  alone 
can  abolifh  that  Law  upon  which  your  Right  of  Succeffion  is  founded ;  but 
you  will  give  Us  leave  to  be  perfwaded  in  Great  Britain,  that  a  Prince  may  de- 
part from  his  Right  by  a  voluntary  Ceffion,  and  that  he  in  favour  of  whom  thac 
Renunciation  is  made,  may  be  juftly  fupported  in  his  Pretentions,  by  the 
Powers  which  bflCome  Guaranties  of  the  Treaty. 

In  fhort,  Sir,  the  Queen  commanded  me  to  tell  you,  that  this  Article  is  of 
fo  great  Confequence,  as  well  for  Herfelf  as  for  the  reft  of  Europe,  for  this  pre- 
fent  Age,  as  for  Poftcrity,  that  She  will  never  agree  to  continue  the  Negocia- 
tions  of  Peace,  unlefs  the  Expedient  She  has  propofed  be  accepted,  or  fome 
other  equally  folid. 

I  difpatch,  however,  a  Courier  to  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries,  to  commu- 
nicate to  them  the  Queen's  Orders  upon  this  Subject,  and  I  muft  tell  you  they 
cannot  accept  of  any  Plan  for  a  General  Peace,  as  reafonable  as  it  may  be  in 
other  Refpedts,  if  they  don't  receive  Satisfaction  upon  the  means  to  hinder  this 
Union. 

It  would  be  in  effect,  Building  upon  the  Sand,  taking  unneceffarily  many"' 
Precautions  to  make  a  Peace,  and  not  have  prevented  a  Danger  fo  great  and  fo 
probable  as  this. 

We  fee  with  a  great  deal  of  Satisfaction,  that  you  wifh  this  new  Propofitioii 
fhould  be  look'd  on  only  as  a  firft  Thought ;  let  us  do  what  we  can  on  each 
fide,  that  our  fecond  Thoughts  may  nearer  meet,  and  let  us  not  leave  imperfect 
a  Work  which  hath  been  fo  advane'd,  fpight  of  that  vigorous  and  general  Op-i 
pofition. 

I  am  rejoie'd  that  the  King  has  been  pleas'd  to  recompence  the  Setficefof 
Mr.  Gaultier,  by  giving  him  an  Abbey.  He  will  not  fail  to  be  ufeful  at  Utrecht} 
and  what  is  certain,  he  will  find  the  Queen's  Minifters  in  the  Difpofkion  to 
fhorten  the  Negotiation.    1  beg  you  would  be  perfwaded  that  I  am,  &c. 
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No  XVII. 

Mr.  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  John.      %th  April  1712: 

Receivd  by  the  Courier,  return'd  from  London,  the  Letters  you  honoor'd 
me  with  of  the  23d  and  14th  of  March,  O.  S.  and  obferv'd  with  a  great  deal 
of  Pleafure  in  the  laft,  that  you  thought  the  Conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
would  be  foon  adjufted  to  common  Satisfaction,  if  the  means  of  preventing  the' 
Reunion  of  the  Monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  could  be  fettled  and  agreed  on.  , 

I  believe,  Sir,  that  it  cannot  be  impoffible  to  find  out  an  expedient  which  alf 
Europe  is  equally  concern'd  to  fettle  j  and  fince  you  do  not  altogether  ftick  ac 
that  which  Mr.  Gaultier  propos'd  to  me  on  your  part,  I  hope  fecond  Thoughts 
upon  this  Matter  may  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  the  firft.  If  it  is  not  yet  en- 
tirely to  your  satisfaction,  be  pleas'd  to  communicate  to  me  what  may  be  added 
to  it,  or  rather  taken  from  it.  In  fhort,  let  us  labour  earneftly  and  without 
prevention  for  the  conclufion  of  a  Work  of  fo  great  Importance  as  that  of  the 
Peaco. 

As  the  principal  Difficulty  which  ftill  oppofes  the  conclufion  of  it,  is  the  trou- 
ble to  find  fufficient  Security  to  prevent  the  dangerous  Reunion  of  the  Mo- 
narchies of  France  and  Spain,  the  King  propofes  to  confent  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  of  which  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  fhall  be  Guarantees,  that  if  ever  the 
King  of  Sp.nn,  Philip  V.  or  the  Prince  his1  Son,  or  any  of  their  Children  who 
fhall  fucceed  them  to  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  becomes  either  the  next  and  pre- 
emptive Heir,  or  the  Succeffor  of  the  Crown  of  France,  and  prefers  it  to  the 
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Crown  of  Spain,  That  of  Spain  fhall  belong  of  full  Right  to  the  Prince  whom 
they  fhall  fix  upon  by  the  fame  Treaty  to  poffefs  it  ,•  That  not  only  King  Philip 
fhall  Sign  and  Ratify  this  Condition  of  the  Treaty,  but  moreover  that  all  the 
Powers  of  Europe  fhall  enter  into  an  Engagement  with  France  to  maintain  this 
Article  j  fo  that  if  the  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  France,  that  fhall  Reign  in  Spain, 
has  a  mind  to  affert  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France  in  the  manner  I  juft  now 
obferv'd,  he  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  Renounce  his  own  Right,  and  that  of  his  De- 
feendants  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  to  Depart  from  thence  and  to  go  to  France 
with  all  his  Children,  Princes  and  Princeffes. 

That  if  he  prefers  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  that  of  France,  or  the  Quality  of 
Heir  and  immediate  Succeffor  to  the  Crown  of  France,  he  fhall  be  obliged  to 
Renounce  in  favour  of  the  Line  which  fhall  follow  neareft  his  own,  and  which 
fhall  remain  in  France,  his  own  Right  and  that  of  his  Children  to  the  faid 
Crown  of  France ;  fo  that  in  this  cafe,  the  Catholick  King,  or  he  that  fhould 
Reign  in  his  ftead,  fhould  have  the  Choice  as  being  eldeft  j  but  he  cannot  pof- 
fefs the  Two  Monarchies  together,  or  inherit  that  of  France  and  leave  Spain  to 
one  of  his  Children. 

If  you  fhould  ask,  •  Sir,  what  Precaution  muft  be  taken  to  fettle  fuch  a  Re- 
nunciation as  I  have  laid  before  you,  as  being  contrary  to  the  Order  eftablifh- 
ed  in  France  for  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown,  I  anfwer  firft,  that  there  is  no 
room  to  fuppofe  that  the  King  of  Spain  would  prefer  the  Crown  of  Spain  to 
that  of  his  Forefathers,  for  a  thoufand  Reafons  eafy  to  comprehend,  and  too 
tedious  to  lay  down. 

Secondly,  That  if  he  was  fo  ill  advis'd  to  make  fuch  a  Choice,  the  fecureft 
Precaution  would  be  what  you  infinuate  in  one  of  the  Letters  you  honoured 
me  with,  viz,,  a  folemn  Engagement  which  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  fhould 
fenter  into  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  maintain  a  difpofition  made  with  the 
View  of  preserving  the  general  Liberty  and  Repofe  of  Europe. 

Since  the  Claufe  of  the  Will  of  the  late  King  of  Spain,  Charles  II.  which  ap- 
points the  Duke  of  Berry,  appears  rather  a  new  Obftacle  to  the  Peace,  than  an 
Expedient  capable  of  preventing  the  Union  of  the  Two  Monarchies,  it  feems 
neceffary  to  confent  that  the  King  of  Portugal  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  as  foon  as  the  King  of  Spain  fhould  becall'd  to  the  Succeflion  of  France, 
and  fhould  prefer  it  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

The  Marriage  of  the  King  of  Portugal  with  a  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria 
would  countenance  the  difpofition  to  be  made  in  favour  of  this  Prince ;  but  if 
it  be  not  convenient  to  think  of  him  to  be  King  of  Spain,  they  may  on  the  fame 
Foundation  choofe  that  Prince  who  would  marry  one  of  the  Arch-Ducheffes, 
Daughters  oFthe  Emperor  Joftpb. 

In  fhort,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  being  nominated  by  the  Wills  of  the  late  Kings 
of  Spain,  in  default  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  he  may  likewife  be  chofenj  but 
as  a  King  of  Spain',  Mafter  both  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  would  be  a  dangerous 
Neighbour  to  France ;  the  King  would  find  himfelf  obliged  to  demand  for  a  Bar- 
rier, not  only  the  Reftituiion  of  Exilles  and  Fcneftrelles,  but  even  the  Ceffion  of 
Savoy  and  the  County  of  Nice. 

To  fettle  more  firmly  the  Tranquility  of  Europe,  it  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  that  the  Meafures  taken  to  prevent  the  Union  of  the  Two 
Monarchies  be  received  and  confirmed  by  the  Courts,  or  States  of  the  King- 
doms of  Spain. 

I  wifh,  bir,  this  Plan  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Intentions  and  Sentiments  of 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  fo,  fince  it  is  your  owa 
Thought  to  guaranty  the  Renunciations  by  the  Powers  who  fhall  fign  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  ;  and  no  better  Care  can  certainly  be  taken  to  confirm  the 
validity  of  thefe  Ads,  than  to  ftipulate  them  by  a  folemn  Treaty,  of  which  all 
Europe  is  concerned  to  back  the  Execution. 

"  The  King  orders  me  to  acquaint  his  Plenipotentiaries  of  what  I  have  the 
Honour  to  write  to  you  ;  and  I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  good  Underftanding  andCor- 
refpondence  between  His  Majefty  and  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  will  daily 
endrcafe  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Enemies  to  the  Peace  fhall  have  no  room 
to  triumph.  You  will  have  the  pleafure  to  filence  fuch  as  are  fo;  and  I  defire 
no  lefs  the  fatisfa&ion  of  finding  opportunities  to  affure  you  how  truly  I  am,  &c. 

be  Torcy. 
Mr. 


Number  XVIII. 
Mr.  St.  John  to  Monfieur  De  Torcy,  Jpril  6.   1712. 

IAnfwernow  the  Letter  which  you  did  mc  the  Honour  to  write  to  me  the  8th 
Inftant,  N.  S.  and  which  I  recciv'd  by  the  fame  Mcllcngcr  who  brought  me 
your  former. 

Be  aflur'd,  Sir,  that  we  will  go  on  vigoroufly,  and  without  prevention,  in  ac- 
complifhing  the  great  Work  of  the  Peace,  the  Conditions  whereof  will  foon  be 
fettled  to  the  common  Satisfaction,   provided  we  agree  on  the  Means  to  pret 
the  Union  of  the  two  Monarchies  of  France  and  Spain.    You  fee,  Sir,  lam  ltill  of 
the  fame  Opinion. 

Each  of  our  Allies  has  his  own  private  Ends-,  they  are  not  all  perhaps  limited 
within  the  Bounds  of  Reafon  }  there  are  feveral  befides,  inconfiftent  one  with  an- 
other. It  is  not  neccflary  thefe  Points  fhould  be  il>  ftri&ly  taken  notice  of  j  and  re- 
ciprocal Co ndefcen lions  will  not  fail  reducing  all  thci'e  Differences  to  a  jull  and 
reafonable  Medium.  But  the  Article  concerning  the  Union  of  the  two  Monarchies, 
is  of  that  Nature  and  Importance,  that  the  leaft  falfe  Step  in  it  cannot  but  prove  fa- 
tal i  and  all  the  Advantages  that  could  poiTibly  be  ftipnlatcd,  would  be  paid  for  too 
dearly,  in  accepting  of  an  Expedient  too  weak  to  obviate  fo  real  a. Danger. 

I  mutt  confefs,  Sir,  that  fecond  Notions  prove  better  than  the  firlt ;  and  that 
they  clear  up  many  Difficulties,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  diflipate  molt  of  our 
Apprehenfions.  To  avoid  all  Equivocation,  and  to  prevent  the  lcalt  Mifunder- 
ftandingon  fo  nice  a  Subject,  you'll  give  me  leave  to  explain  in  what  Senfe  her  Ma- 
jefty takes  the  Words  you  make  ufe  of,  and  the  Scheme  you  offer  by  the  King's  Or- 
der. You  propofethen,  that  the  Prince,  who  at  prefent  reigns  in  Spain,  fhall  not 
wait,  according  to  your  former  Plan,  till  the  Crown  of  France  falls  to  him,  for 
to  chufe  which  of  the  two  he  likes  belt ;  but  that  as  foon  as  he  becomes  either  im- 
mediate SuccefTor  of  the  Crown  of  France.,  or  prefumptive  Heir,  he  will  be  oblig'd 
to  declare  his  Choice,  and  you  fettle  the  fame  Rule  for  his  Ill'ue. 

Now,  Sir,  the  Queen  thinks  the  Objection  which  has  been  made  to  your  former 
Propofition,  may  in  fome  meafure  take  place  as  concerning  this :  For  in  either  of 
the  two  Cafes  you  lay  down,  how  will  Europe  be  certain  that  fuch  a  Choice  will  be 
made  ?  All  the  Powers,  you'll  fay,  will  be  Guarantees  of  that  Convention.  Sueh  a 
Guaranty  indeed  may  form  a  Grand  Alliance,  to  wage  War  againft  the  Prince  who 
will  offer  to  break  the  Conditions  of  the  Treaty ;  but  we  feek  the  Means  rather  to 
prevent  than  fupport  new  Wars. 

Finally,  Sir,  mult  not  one  confefs  that  there  appears  no  Expedient  effectually 
able  to  fecure  Europe  from  the  Dangers  wherewith  it  is  threaten'd,  by  the  Union 
of  the  two  Monarchies,  unlefs  the  Prince,  who  at  prefent  is  in  polfeflionof  Spain, 
makes  his  Choice  at  this  very  Inftant  •,  and  unlefs,  according  to  that  Choice,  the 
Order  of  the  two  Succeffions  be  fettled  in  the  General  Treaty  of  Peace  ? 

Her  Majefty  remarks  with  very  great  Pleafure,  that  this  Plan  does  not  much 
differ  from  that  which  his  Molt  Chi iftian  Majefty  has  caus'd  to  be  communicated 
to  Her.  Let  us,  in  the  firft  place,  argue,  if  you  pleafe,  on  the  Suppolition,  that 
theabove-mention'd  Prince  will  chufe  the  Crown  of  his  Anceftors  preferably  to 
that  of  Spain. 

There  is  in  nature  hut  one  Cafe  alone,  that  may  happen  to  render  our  Propofal 
lefs  advantageous  to  him  than  yours. 

Pardon  me,  Sir,  if  I  make  two  Suppofitions,  very  difagreeable,  but  neccflary 
for  the  better  underftanding  the  Queftion  we  arc  examining.  If  the  youug  Dau- 
phin fhould  chance  to  die,  the  Prince  we  are  talking  of  would  be  immediate  Suo 
ceflbr  of  the  Crown  of  France  \  in  this  Cafe  then  he  can  loie  nothing  in  chufing 
the  Crown  of  France  now  aforchand. 

His  Molt  Chriftian  Majefty  (whom  God  preferve  for  many  Years)  happening  to 
die,  the  fame  Prince  would  be  prefumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown  of  France.  In  this 
Cafe  how  fhould  he  be  a  I. ofcr,  in  making  his  Choice  as  the  Qjeen  delires  ?  Can  it 
be  fa  id  he  runs  the  hazard  to  quit  Sp.t/»,  without  gaining  France  t  You  fee,  bir,  he 
would  be  expos'd  to  the  fame  lnconveniency  by  your  own  Scheme.  From  all  that 
I  havefaid,  the  Qneen's  Opinion  is,  Sir,  that  it  follows,  It  will  equally  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  Prince  now  in  queftion,  to  chufe  the  Crown  of  France  at  prefent,  or 
to  do  it  in  any  of  the  two  Circumftances  fet  down  in  your  Letter  :  and  you  will  be 
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doubtlefsconvinc'd,  that  the  Security  of  Europe  will  be  eftablifh'd  infinitely  better 
enc  way  than  the  other. 

If  we  argue  on  the  Supposition,  that  this  Prince  will  chufe  the  Crown  of  Spaint 
it  is  beyond  difpute,  in  the  Fit  ft  Place,  That  it  is  much  better  for  him  and  for 
us,  that  this  Declaration  fhould  be  made  during  the  Congrefs  at  Vtrecht,  than  at 
any  other  time.  Secondly,  That  the  Guarantee  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  will  be 
much  abler  to  prevent  his  Return  to  France,  contrary  to  the  formal  Renunciation 
that  he  (hall  have  made  of  this  Right,  than  to  force  him  to  quit  a  Crown,  where- 
of he  will  be  in  pofleffion,  and  to  depart  from  a  Pretenfion  which  he  has  not  re- 
nounc'd. 

1  have,  as  clearly  as  poflible,  laid  before  your  Eyes,  Sir,  the  Queen's  Thoughts 
on  the  Contents  of  your  laft  Letter  ;  her  Majefty  feeks  but  the  common  Safety,  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  has  the  fame  Views.  In  God's  Name,  to  be  over-nice  in  the 
Negotiation,  let  us  not  lofe  thofe  Benefits  which  we  are  ready  to  reap.  Let  the 
King  your  Mafter,  and  the  Queen  my  Miftrefs,  fliare  in  the  Glcry  of  giving  Peace 
to  Europe  ;  and  let  thofe,  who  are  defirous  to  break  the  Conferences  by  the  Events 
of  the  Campaign,  find  their  Projects  overturn'd,  by  the  fpeedy  Conclufion  of  the 
Treaty. 

On  one  hand,  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  may  fecure  the  peaceable  PofTefllon  of 
the  Crown  of  Spain  to  his  Grandfon  \  on  the  other  hand,  he  may  ftrengthen  the 
Succeffion  of  the  Crown  of  France,  for  ever  prevent  the  Union  of  the  Empire 
with  Spain,  and  procure  to  his  Kingdom  very  confiderable  Advantages  :  on  both 
fides  he  may  fet  Europe  free  from  Apprehenlions  and  Fears,  and  perfect  a  Work  as 
glorious  as  that  of  a  definitive,  fecure,  and  lafting  Peace. 

By  the  Letters  of  Meflieurs  the  Plenipotentiaries,  dated  the  i2thinftant,  N.  S. 
I  underftand  we  are  to  expect,  within  a  few  days,  the  Arrival  of  Monfieur  Gaul- 
tier,  and  that  he  is  to  bring  with  him  a  Plan  of  the  General  Peace  which  was  form'd 
at  Vtrecht.  We  hope  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  will  explain  himfelf  on  that  Sub- 
ject, after  fuch  a  manner,  as  the  Qjjeen  may  make  the  necefTary  Declarations  to  fe- 
cure the  Succefsof  our  Negotiations.  I'll  tell  you,  as  a  Man  who  moft  fincerely 
wifhes  for  Peace,  that  the  Condefcenfions  that  maybe  expected  from  the  Queen, 
depend  on  the  Refolution  which  will  be  taken  concerning  the  Grand  Article  of  the 
Union  of  the  two  Monarchies,     lam,  &c. 

Henry  St.  John. 

Number  XIX. 
Monfieur  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  John,  April  16,   1711. 

THEY  eafily  agree,  Sir,  where  Intentions  are  fincere,  and  Defires  equal  on 
both  fides  to  arrive  to  the  fame  End.  I  obferv'd  with  a  great  deal  of  Satis- 
faction, by  the  Letter  you  honour'd  me  with  of  the  6th  Inftant,  O.  S.  that  the 
Plan  I  propos'd  to  you,  hasclear'd  feveral  Difficulties,  and  difiipated  many  Objec- 
tions. I  hope  likewife,  that  the  Anfwer  you  return'd  in  it,  will  perfect  the  Work 
begun. 

According,  Sir,  to  what  you  writ  me,  the  only  Difference  there  is  between 
the  Propofition  I  made  to  you  by  the  King's  Command,  and  the  Project  of  the 
Queen,  depends  entirely  on  the  Time  when  the  King  of  Spain  Hull  declare  the 
Choice  he  intends  to  make,  either  to  maintain  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  or 
keep  that  of  Spain. 

In  my  Propofition,  the  making  his  Choice  was  refer'd  to  the  Time,  when  this 
Prince  fhould  become  either  immediate  Succeflbr,  or  prefumptive  Heir  of  the 
Crown  of  France:  and  the  fame  Condition  was  obferv'd  in  refpect  of  his  Progeny. 

Youobferve,  Sir,  that  in  deferring  till  then,  a  Choice  fo  efTential  to  the  Tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  it  cannot  be  certain  that  there  will  be  one  made,  if  ever  fuch 
an  unhappy  occalion  fhould  happen,  that  the  Guaranty  of  all  the  Powers,  who 
fhall  be  concern'd  in  the  Treaty,  fhall  form  a  Sufficient  Alliance  to  declare  War  to 
the  Prince  who  fhould  violate  the  Conditions  of  the  Peace  :  but  the  End  that 
ought  at  prefent  to  be  propos'd,  is,  to  hinder  the  renewing  of  the  War,  and  not 
to  feek  Means  to  fupport  thofe  which  fhould  arife  upon  this  occafion. 

You  then  conclude,  that  to  prevent  the  Reunion  of  the  Monarchies  of  France 
and  Spain,  it  is  neceflary  that  theCatholick   King  fhould  now  declare  his  Choice, 
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without  waiting  tlic  unhappy  Event,  which  we  hope  will  never  happen',  but  that 
it  mult,  in  the  mean  time,  be  fuppos'd,  and  Care  taken,  that  this  Choice  may 
eftablifh  the  Order  of  the  Succeffion,    by  the  Treaty  of  the  General  Peace. 

Your  Obfervations,  Sir,  and  the  Confluences  which  may  be  drawn  from  them, 
are  equally  juft  ;  the  Catholick  King  mult  calm  the  Uncalincfs  of  Europe,  in  de- 
claring at  prcfent  what  Part  he  will  take,  it  ever  the  Succcflion  of  France  is  open 
in  his  Favour.  Indeed  it  will  be  perhaps  fome  Uncalincfs  to  hiir,  to  declare  at 
prefent  to  the  Spaniards,  that  he  would  abandon  them,  and  go  to  France,  if  one 
cf  the  two  Cafes,  which  you  fuppofc,  fhould  happen.  A  Nation,  uncertain  of 
the  Matter  (he  mail  have,  may  prove  lefs  faithful  to  him  that  actually  reigns ;  but 
this  Inconveniency  ought  to  fubmit  to  the  General  Good.  Thus,  Sir,  the  King  ap- 
proving your  Proportion,  difpatches  a  Courier  to  Spain,  and  writes  to  the  King 
hisGrandfon,  to  let  him  know  the  neccffity  of  revolving  on  the  Choice  he  will 
make,  and  declare  it,  to  the  end  it  maybe  inlcrted  in  the  Treaty  of  the  General 
Peace,  and  that  it  may  be  made  a  Condition  of  it,  whereof  aU  Evrope  fhall  be 
Guarantee. 

I  hope,  Sir,  the  King  of  Spain  will  conform  himfelf  to  the  Council  of  the  King  •, 
but  if  it  mould  happen,  what  1  cannot  believe,  that  he  will  not  fubmic  to  ir,  his 
Majefty  will  take  all  the  Meafures  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  fhall  jodg  proper,  to 
determine  of  Neceffity,  and  even  by  Force,  the  Choice  of  the  Kin^of  Spain,  and 
tofecure  to  Europe  the  Peace,  which  at  prcfent  appears  fo  far  advane'd. 

1  am  confident  there  will  no  occafion  be  given  of  coming  to  fuchan  Extremity- 
but  the  King  is  willing  I  fhould  inform  you  of  his  Refolntion  in  this  Matter,  as 
being  a  new  Mark  of  the  fincere  and  true  Defire  of  his  Majefty,  for  the  ready  Coq- 
clulion  of  a  fafe  and  folid  Peace.  1  look  upon  it  at  prefent  very  much  advane'd, 
and  that  the  principal  Difficulty,  which  might  ftill  render  it  more  acceptable,  feems 
remov'd}  but  in  the  mean  time,  we  mult  cxpeft  new  Difficulties  from  thofe  who 
would  willingly  break  the  Conferences.  1  believe  the  beft  way  to  fubvert  their 
Defigns,  would  be  for  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  to  propofe  immediately  a  Sufpen- 
fionof  Arms,  for  they  ground  their  Hopes  on  the  Event  of  the  Campaign.  And 
as  I  find,  by  your  Letter,  that  her  Britannick  Majefty  is  difpos'd  to  make  the  nc- 
ceflary  Declarations  for  eftablifhing  the  Succefs  of  the  Negotiations,  it  is  my  Opi- 
nion, that  the  Propofition  of  a  Sufpenfion  might  make  part  of  thofe  Declarations. 

I  have  detain'd  Mr.  Gaultier  here  fome  days  longer  than  he  ought  to  have 
ftaid,  in  expe&ation  of  your  Anfwers,  thinking  it  neceffary  he  fhould  be  inform'd 
of  your  Sentiments  before  he  fets  out  for  England  ;  he  will  inform  you,  Sir,  of 
the  King's  Intentions  on  the  Demands  of  your  Allies.  I  hope,  that  as  the  moft 
difficult  Point  is  now  regulated,  you  will  have  Refpcct  only  to  the  Jufticeand  So- 
lidity of  the  Peace  \  and  that  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  acting  by  thefe  great 
Motives,  will  give  the  laft  Marks  of  the  Defue  fhe  has  to  eftablifh  with  the  King 
a  perfeft  good  Correfpondence. 

1  receiv'd,  Sir,  by  the  fame  Courier,  the  Letter  you  honour'd  me  with  of  the 
nth  Inftant,  O  S.  I  am  very  forry  for  the  Indifpolition  of  my  Lord  Treafurer, 
and  earneftly  wifh  his  immediate  Recovery.  It  is  very  reafonable  that  thofe  who 
have  had,  like  you  and  him,  the  principal  Part  in  the  Management  of  the  Peace, 
fhould  have  the  Honour  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  I  hope  we  fhall  foon  fee  the  Suc- 
cefs of  it,  and  defire  you  will  believe  that,  at  all  times  whatfoever,  no  one  Hull 
be  with  greater  Truth  than  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Number  XX. 
Mr.  St.  John  to  Monfieur  De  Torcy,  April  20.    171  2. 

SIR, 

TH  E  Plan  you  propos'd,  in  your  Letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  appear'd  to  us 
to  remove  many  Difficulties,  and  ditfipate  divers  Caufes  of  Fears  \  bux.  by 
reaibn  of  having  mifunderftood  the  Intentions  of  the  King,  and  ill  explain'd  thofe 
of  the  Queen,  we  now  find  our  felves  farther  than  we  had  hoped,  from  agreeing 
upon  the  Grand  Article  of  the  Peace. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  only  Difference  there  is  between  the  Propofition  you 
made  me  by  the  King's  Order,  in  the  Senfe  we  comprehended  it,  and  that  which  I 
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fent  you  by  Order  of  the  Queen,  relates  only  to  the  Time  when  the  Prince  in  quef- 
tion  fhall  make  his  Choice,  either  to  preferve  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  by 
renouncing  that  of  Spain  ;  or  to  keep  that  of  Spain,  by  renouncing  that  of  France. 
But  you  do  not  propofe  therein,  Sir,  that  the  Execution  (hall  accompany  the 
Choice,  which  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  render  this  Peace  definitive. 

The  Abbot  Gavltier  explains  quite  otherwife  the  King's  Intentions  ;  and  I  ob- 
ferve  that  you  fay  the  Prince,  who  reigns  in  Spain,  muft  calm  the  Inquietude  of 
Europe,  by  declaring  now  the  Part  he  will  take,  if  the  Succeffion  of  France  is  ever 
open'd  in  his  Favour.  After  this  manner  our  great  Work  will  not  be  much  ad- 
vane'd  by  the  laft  Propofition. 

If  we  had  underftood  it  according  to  the  Explication  that  you  now  give  it,  you 
fee,  Sir,  that  we  fhould  have  fallen  into  a  very  great  Abfurdity;  fincein  rejecting 
your  Project,  we  fhould  have  drawn  up  another,  againft  which  all  the  Obje&ions 
we  made,  and  which  were  found  even  in  France  juft  and  well  founded,  would  have 
equally  taken  place.  For  tho  the  Prince  who  reigns  in  Spain,  makes  his  Choice 
from  this  time,  what  greater  Security  fhall  Europe  have,  if  the  Execution  of  this 
Choice  is  refer'd  to  another  time  ?  In  offering  that  he  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  declare 
his  Choice  from  this  time,  you  are  already  agreed  that  neither  the  Stipulations 
of  a  Treaty,  nor  the  Guarantee  of  the  Powers  engag'd  in  this  War,  can  be  ca- 
pable to  fecure  that  the  Choice  fhall  be  made ;  how  then  can  we  conclude  that 
they  can  be  capable  to  fecure  that,  when  either  of  the  Cafes  fhall  happen  that 
we  are  with  Regret  oblig'd  to  forefee,  and  to  fuppofe,  he  will  quit  one  Crown 
to  hold  another,  according  to  the  Choice  that  he  fhall  have  made,  and  which  fhall 
have  been  inferred  in  the  Treaty  of  the  General  Peace  ? 

The  Queen  has  often  declar'd  that  it  would  be  impolTible  for  her  to  be  contented 
with  any  Expedient,  which  was  not  very  folid,  touching  an  Article  of  fo  great 
Importance  as  that  of  the  Re-union  of  the  Two  Monarchies.  To  do  otherwife, 
would  be  to  lofe  the  Fruits  of  all  the  Blood  the  Allies  have  fpilt  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  War ;  it  would  be  at  laft  to  betray  the  Common  Caufe  of  Europe,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  the  prefent  Age,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are  to  come,  to  one  of  the  greateft 
Dangers  that  the  Imagination  can  form. 

Her  Majefty  fincerely  defires  the  Peace,  She  defires  it  rcafonable  for  France  ;  but 
to  come  to  this  IfTue,  the  Intereft  of  France  muft  not  be  render'd  inconfiftent  with 
the  General  Security. 

It  muft  be  done  fo  as  the  time  can  never  happen,  in  which  the  fame  Prince 
fhall  have  both  the  Crown  of  Spain  upon  his  Head,  and  his  Succeflion  open  to 
that  of  France. 

If  this  Prince,  of  whom  we  fpeak,  is  not  contented  with  Spain;  or  if  France 
will  not,  in  palTing  him  by,  too  much  weaken  their  Succeffion ;  muft  we  for  this 
Reafon,  the  Peace  being  made,  take  up  Arms,  and  be  in  a  continual  Apprehen- 
lion  of  feeing  the  War  renew'd  ?  The  Queen  can  never  confent  thereto,  and  Her 
Majefty  thinks  there  is  not  one  of  the  Allies  who  will  fubmit  to  fo  hard  a 
Condition. 

To  fhew  neverthelefs  that  fhe  is  ready  to  contribute  all  in  her  Power  to  fatisfy 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  without  wounding  her  Honour,  and  without  facrificing 
her  Interefts  and  thofe  of  her  Confederates,  the  Queen  orders  me,  Sir,  to  propofe 
to  you  an  Expedient,  by  which  King  Philip  may  preferve  his  Right  to  the  Crown 
of  his  Anceftors,  and  find  a  Recompence  for  Spain,  which  in  this  cafe  he  fhall  be 
oblig'd  to  abandon. 

Her  Majefty  therefore  propofes,  That  this  Prince  do  immediately  retire  with 
his  Family  out  of  Spain;  That  the  Duke  of  Savoy  do  tranfport  himfelf  thither  at 
the  fame  time  with  his,  and  take  pofTeflion  of  that  Monarchy  and  the  Indies;  That 
King  Philip  may  enjoy  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily,  the  Hereditary  Countrys  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  with  the  Montferrat,  Mantuan;  and  in  cafe  he  fucceeds  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  That  Sicily  returns  under  the  Obedience  of  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
stria, but  that  the  other  Countrys  may  remain  to  him,  and  be  hereafter  looked 
upon  as  Provinces  of  France.  The  Queen  would  defire  that  this  Propofition  might 
appear  to  come  from  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  to  be  an  Effed  of  his  Moderation, 
and  a  Sacrifice  that  he  is  willing  to  make,  to  draw  Europe  out  of  the  Diforder  it  is 
now  in,  and  to  re-eftablilh  the  General  Tranquillity. 

Her  Majefty  thinks  flic  has  now  given  all  the  Facilities  in  her  Power  to  con- 
clude the  Peace,  and  hath  asked  nothing  but  what  is  neceffary  for  accomplifhing 
that  Promife  which  the  moft  Chriftian  King  made,  when  he  declar'd  himfelf  rea- 
dy 
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to  take  all  juft  and  rcafonablc  Meafurei  to  hinder  the  Crowns  of  France  and 
Spain  from  being  ever  re-united  upon  the  Head  of  one  and  the  fame  Perfon. 

The  Queen  commands  me  to  add,    1  hit  ihe   hopes  the  Proportion  I  have  I 
or  Older,  will  be  accepted  ;  but  however  (he  irdifts  that  the  Anfwer  you  I 
me  be  categorical  and  final. 

The  Ciitunillain.es  we  now  find  our  felvcs  in,  as  well  as  the  Scafon  of  the 
Year,  do  not  admit  that  we  remain  any  longer  in  Uncertainty,  whether  we  mail 
have  War  or  Peace. 

The  Parliament,  to  whom  her  Majefty   hath  promifed  the  Communicatio 
what  fhc  would    treat  on  the  Subject  of  Peace,  will  become  impatient,  and 
Queen  cannot  excufc  her  Jelf  from  communicating  to  them  the  Anfwer  (he  (hall 
receive  to  this  Letter.     The  Ai  mies  are  in  the  Field,  and  the  Events  of  one  d 
time  may  entirely  change  the  race  of  Affairs:    how   much  foever  difpofecl 
Qiiecn   is  to  facilitate  the  Negotiation  of  the  Peace,  and  to  fare  the  Effufion  of 
Blood,  fhe  cannot  however  declare  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  before  (he    knows 
the  Refolution  of  the  molt  Chriftian  King  upon  the  Expedient  propos'd  to  pie- 
vent  the  Re-union  of  the  two  Monarchies. 

If  I  tell  you  nothing,  Sir,  touching  the  Plan  of  ihe  General  Peace,  which  the 
Abbot  Caul  tier  alfo  brought  us,  'tis  becaufe  the  Qiccn  docs  not  look  upon  the 
Differences  Which  it  contains  as  too  difficult  to  beadjufted,  provided  the  Arti- 
cle of  the  Re-union  be  once  palled ;  and  becaafe  if  we  are  not  happy  enough  to 
fucceediu  treating  of  this  Expedient,  it  would  be  but  a  necdlefs  Trouble  to  ne- 
gotiate upon  other  Points.     I  am,  &c 

H.  St.  John. 

* 

Number  XXI. 
"Monfour  de  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  John,  May  1 8.   1712. 

SIR, 

I  Have  receiv'd  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  favour  to  write  to  me  of  the  10th  In- 
ftant,  and  am  veryforryto  fee  there  was  fo  great  difference,  as  you  tell  me, 
between  the  Propofition  you  made  me  by  ordef  of  the  Queen,  and  the  Anfwer 
the  King  commanded  me  to  make  to  you  :  for  want  of  underftanding  one  another, 
we  have  unhappily  loft  a  time,  of  which  every  moment  is  precious  ;  and  now  we 
muft  have  a  new  Decillon  from  the  King  of  Spain  upon  a  Plan  which  had  been  pro- 
pofed  to  him  in  a  different  Senfe  to  what  you  understood  it- 

I  confefs,  Sir,  1  fiiould  fear  that  this  Explication  would  produce  new  Difficultys 
at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  if  the  King  had  not  refolved  to  furmount  all  the  Ob- 
jections her  Majefty  can  make  upon  an  Article  which  is  to  be  the  Balis  of  the 
Peace,  and  likewifc  to  facrifke  the  lnterefts  of  his  Houfe  for  the  Re-eftablilhment 
of  the  publick  Tranquillity. 

'Tis  therefore  to  remove  thefe  Difficulties,  that  the  King  now  makes  two  Pro- 
portions to  the  King  his  Grandfon  :  Firft,  To  renounce  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
forhimfelf  and  his  Defcendants,  all  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  con- 
tent himfelf  with  Spain  and  the  Indies. 

The  Second,  Topreferve  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  but  at  the  fame 
time  to  yield  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  content  himfelf  in 
Exchange  with  the  Countries  the  Duke  of  Savoy  now  polTeffes ,  that  is  to  fay, 
with  the  Principality  of  Piedmont,  the  Dutchies  of  Savoy  and  Montferrat,  and 
County  of  Nice.  Laftly,  to  keep  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily,  whereof  the  Catholick 
King  now  is  Mafter.  Provided  always  that  if  he  fhould  one  day  come  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  he  fhould  keep  only  the  Countries  now  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  and  that  in  this  cafe  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily  {hall  belong  to  the  Houfe  of 

uiufiria. 

It  were  to  be  wi (bed  that  the  King  could  at  prefent  know  the  Intentions  of  the 
King  his  Grandfon,  upon  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  two  Alternatives ;  but  we 
muft  unavoidably  wait  for  the  Return  of  the  Courier  that  his  Majefty  difpatches 
to  Madrid. 

He  has  commanded  me  neverthelefs  to  affbre  you,  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
fhall  be  made  upon  the  Balis  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  two  Propofitions  5 
viz..  Either  the  King  of  Spain  fhall  renounce  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  to 

*  K  keep 


[  34-] 


keep  only  Spain  and  the  Indies ;  or  that  he  fhall  confent  to  the  Exchange  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies  with  the  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  on  the  Conditions  I  have 
now  acquainted  you  with.  You  are  therefore,  Sir,  to  look  upon  what  I  write  to 
you  by  the  King's  Order,  as  the  final  Anfwer  that  you  delire,  and  which  ought  to 
remove  all  Uncertainty  upon  the  Peace,  or  upon  the  Continuation  of  the  War. 

It  is  probable,  Sir,  that.the  Peace  would  ftill  be  more  certain,  if  a  Sufpenfion 
of  Arms  could  be  agreed  upon  on  both  fides,  and  might,  fince  at  prefent  each  fide 
may  well  exped  an  happy  Conclufion :  but  it  mult  be  left  to  the  Prudence  of 
the  Queen  to  examine  what  fhe  fhall  think  molt  agreeable  to  the  general  Good, 
which  fhe  defiresas  much  as  any  Perfon. 

It  would  be  very  fad,  if  any  Event  fhould  happen  during  the  Campaign  to  dif- 
turb  the  good  Difpofitions  which  are  now  apparent  for  eftablifhing  the  publick 
Tranquillity.  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  very  foon  give  the  laft  Hand  'thereto  ;  and  I 
pray  you  to  believe,  that  no  one  can  honour  you  more  perfectly,  nor  be  more  truly 
than  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

De  Torcy. 

Number  XXII. 

Memorial  from  Mr.  St.  John  to  Mr.  de  Torcy,  relating  to  North 
America,  Commerce,  and  the  Sufpenfion  of  Anns,  May  24. 
1712.   O.  S. 

'O  end  all  Difputes  arifen  about  North  America,  the  Ojieen  propofes  : 

I. 

That  his  molt  Chriftian  Majefty  fhould  yield  to  her  the  Ifland  of  Newfound- 
land, with  Placentia,  and  all  the  Fortifications,  Artillery,  and  Ammunitions 
thereto  belonging,  the  little  adjacent  Iflands,  and  the  neareft  the  Ifland  of  New 
fomdland;  as  alio  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadie,  according  to  its  antient  Limits. 

II. 

That  the  Subjects  of  his  molt  Chriftian  Majefty  may  continue  to  fifh,  and  dry 
their  Fifh  upon  that  part  of  Newfoundland  which  is  call'd  the  Petit  Nurd,  but  on 
no  other  part  of  the  faid  Ifland. 

III. 

That  his  Majefty's  Subjects  may  enjoy,  in  common  with  thcQjieen's,  the  Ifland 
of  Cape  Breton. 

IV. 

That  the  Iflands  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  and  in  the  Mouth  of  the  River 
of  that  Name,  which  are  at  prefent  poflefled  by  the  French,  may  remain  to  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty  ;  butexprefly  upon  condition  that  his  faid  Majefty  fhall  en- 
gage himfelf  not  to  raile,  or  fuffer  to  be  raifed,  any  Fortifications  in  thefe  Iflands, 
or  in  that  cf  Cape  Breton.  The  Queen  engages  her  felf  likewife  not  to  fortify,  or 
fuffer  any  Fortifications  to  be  rais'd  in  the  adjacent  Iflands,  and  thofe  next  New- 
foundland, nor  in  that  of  Cape  Breton. 

V. 

The  Queen  infifts  to  have  the  Cannon  and  Ammunitions  of  War,  in  all  the 
Forts  and  Places  of  the  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudfon. 

Relating  to  Commerce. 
As  fome  Difficulties  are  arifen,  which  hinder  our  giving  the  finifhing  Stroke  to 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  two  Nations  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  fo 
foon  as  could  have  been  wifhed,  by  reafon  of  many  Prohibitions  made,  and  many 
exceffive  Duties  eftablifhed  in  the  faid  Kingdoms:  And  as  it  is  neceffary  for  the 
Subje&s  of  both  fides,  that  the  Commerce  between  the  two  Nations  be  open'd, 
and  have  its  effed  as  foon  as  pofiible  •,  the  Queen  would  have  many  Proportions 
to  make  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  thereupon.  But  as  thefe  Points  would  require 
a  longer  time  to  be  difcufs'd  than  the  prefent  Crilis  does  permit,  the  Queen  being 
■  more  inclin'd  to  confirm  the  general  Tranquillity,  than  private  Advantages,  con- 
tents her  felf  with  making  two  Demands,  which  fhe  believes  can  meet  with  no 
difficulty. 

I.  That 
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I. 

1  hat  in  cafe  we  do  not  agree  upon  the  Points  in  difpute,  relating  toCommcrcc, 
Comrniflaries  be  named  on  each  fide,  who  fha  i  London  tn  examine  and  re- 

gulate the  Duties  and  fmpofitions  that  Ihall  be  \  dom  ;  and  tliat 

they  be  adjufted  in  fueha  manner,  that  by  it  the  Commerce  between  the  two  Na- 
tions be  encoi  .id  enlarged. 

II. 
That  no  Privilege  or  Advantage  in  regard  to  tHe  French  Trade,  mall  be  granted 
to  any  foreign  Nation,  which  fhall  nor.  be  granted  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Queen 
of  Great  Sritain's  Subjects.  In  like  manner,  no  Privilege  or  Advantage  t  elating  to 
the  Jrade  of  Great  Britain,  fhall  be  granted  any  foreign  Nation,  tlur.1  (hall  not  at 
the  fame  time  be  granted  to  the  Subjects. of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty; 

Relating  ttt   the  Sufptnfion  of  Arms. 

The  Qncen  will  cohfent  to  a  Sufpcufion  of  Arms  for  the  Term  of  two 
upon  condition, 

I. 

That  in  the  faidTerm,  the  Article  which  relates  to  the  Reunion  of  the  two 
Monarchy  s  fhall  be  (punctually  and  entirely  executed.  That  is  to  lay,  Either  that 
King  Philip  fhall  renounce  in  that  Term,  for  bimfelf  and  his  l  his 

Rights  to  the  Crown  of  France',  and  fhall  content  that  his  Renunciatioi 
in  the  Treaty  for  a  future  Peace  :  or  that  in  this  Term  he  fhall  leave  Spain  with  hi* 
Family,  yielding  up  that  Kingdom  and  the  Indies  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  on  the 
Conditions  mention'd  in  my  Letter  of  the  29r.l1  of  April,  O.  S.  and  accepted 
that  from  M.dc  Torcy  of  the  1 8th  of  this  Month,  N.  S. 

II. 

That  the  French  Garifon  fhall  go  out  of  the  Town,  Citadel,  and  Forts  of 
T'Unkirk  ;  and  that  the  Queen's  Troops  fhall  enter  it  the  day  the  Sufpcufion  of  Aims 
fhall  begin:  and  that  that  Place  fhall  remain  in  the  Queen's  hands  till  the  St.. 
General  fhall  have  confented  to  give  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  an  Equivalent  for 
the  demolifhing  of  it,  with  which  he  fhall  be  contented.  It  being  underftood,  that 
in  this  cafe  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  demolifh  all  the  Fortifi- 
cations of  that  Place,  to  fill  up  the  Harbour,  and  deftroy  the  Sluices,  in  the  manner 
the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  have  required. 

III. 

In  cafe  the  States-General  do  confent  to  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  Qieen,  it  feems  rcafonable  to  grant  them  the  liberty  of  putting  a  Garifon 
mCambray,  on  the  Day  the  faid  Sufpcnlion  fhall  have  its  effect. 

H.   St.  John- 

.      Number  XXIII. 

Marly,  June  10.  1712.  The  Anfwcrs  of  the  Kjng  to  the  Menwial 
fent  from  London,  June  5.    1712.     N.  S. 


ARTICLE     I. 

HIS  Majefty  confents  to  yield  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  the  Ifleof  New- 
foundland, with  the  City  of  Placentia,  as  now  fortify'd  ;  but  the  Artillery 
and  Ammunition  with  which  that  Place  is  provided,  fhall  be  taken  from  thence, 
and  fhall  not  be  comprehended  in  the  Ceffion  which  fhall  be  made  of  that  Place, 
and  of  the  Ifland,  for  they  are  not  to  be  efteem'd  as  belonging  either  to  the  one 
or  the  other :  and  to  ufe  a  common  Comparifon,  one  may  look  upon  the  Artil- 
lery and  Ammunition  of  a  Place  as  Movables  of  an  Houfe,  that  a  private  Man 
carries  away  with  him  when  he  yields  that  fame  Houfe  by  a  voluntary  Contract. 

The  lfles  adjacent  to  that  of  Newfoundland  were  neither  demanded  nor  promifed 
by  the  Articles  fign'd  at  London  in  the  Month  of  Ottobcr  laft  :  As  thefe  Articles 
have  ferv'd  as  a  Rule  in  the  Beginning  and  in  the  Progrcfs  of  the  prefent  Nego- 
tiation, the  King's  Intention  is  to  follow  exactly  the  fame  Rule,  as  the  moft  furc 
one  to  come  to  the  Conclufion  of  the  treaty  ;  and  his  Majefty  is  perfuaded  that 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  faithful  to  her  Word,  will  not  infift  upon  a  new  De- 
mand, and.  which  does  not  appear  ia  the  Convention  fign'd  in  the  Name  of  that 

Princefs. 

The 
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The  King  is  willing  to  add  to  that  Convention  the  Cefiion  ofAadit  according  to 
its  antient  Limits,  as  it  is  demanded  by  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

II. 
The  Articles  fign'd  at  London  referve  to  the  Subje&s  of  the  King  the  Power  of 
Fifhing  and  Drying  of  Cod-Filh  upon  the  Me  of  Newfoundland.    A  Difpofitioa 
made  and  agreed  to,  can  neither  be  reftrain'd,  nor  receive  any  Alterations  but  thofe 
which  are  reciprocally  judg'd  to  be  conformable  to  the  common  Advantage. 

Upon  this  Foundation  the  King  offers  to  leave  to  England  the  Artillery  and 
Ammunition  of  Placentia,  the  Ifles  adjacent  to  that  of  Newfoundland:,  to  forbid 
the  French  the  Liberty  of  Fifhing  or  Drying  of  Cod-Fifh  upon  the  Coaft  of  that 
Ifle,  likewife.upon  that  part  call'd  the  Petit- Nor d  ;  to  add  to  thefe  Conditions  the 
Cefiion  of  the  of  Ifles  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew  adjoining  to  that  of  St.  Cbri- 
fiophcr :  if  for  this  new  Offer  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  confents  to  reftore  Acadie, 
of  which  the  River  of  St.  George  fhall  hereafter  make  the  Boundaries,  as  the  Eng- 
Ujl)  heretofore  pretended  to  it. 

It  is  therefore  at  the  Choice  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  either  to  keep  to  the 
Articles  fign'd  at  London,  or  to  accept  the  Exchange  that  his  Majefty  propofes.  In 
this  laft  Cafe  his  Majefly  will  endeavour  to  facilitate  all  that  fhall  depend  on  him,  to 
conclude  the  Affair  of  the  Ranfom  of  thelfland  ot  Nevis  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  England. 

III. 
As  the  perfect  good  Underftanding  that  the  King  propofes  to  eftablifh  between 
his  Subjects  and  thofe  of  theQueen  of  Great  Britain,  will,  if  it  pleafe  God,  be  one  of 
the  principal  Advantages  of  the  Peace,  we  muft  remove  all  Proportions  capable  of 
difturbing  this  happy  Union:  Experience  has  made  it  too  vifible,  that  it  wasimpoffi- 
ble  to  preferve  it  in  the  Places  poffefs'd  in  common  by  the  French  and  English  Nations  ; 
fo  this  Reafon  alone  will  fuffice  to  hinder  his  Majefty  from  conferring  to  the  Propo- 
fition  of  leaving  the  EngliJI)  to  pofTefs  the  Hie  of  Cape  Breton  in  common  with 
the  French.  But  there  is  ftill  a  ftronger  Reafon  againft  this  Propofition  ;  as  'tis 
but  too  often  feen  that  the  moft  amicable  Nations  many  times  become  Enemies,  it 
is  Prudence  in  the  King  to  referve  to  himfelf  the  Poffeflion  of  the  only  Ifle  which 
will  hereafter  open  an  Entrance  into  the  River  of  St.  Laurence,  it  would  be  abfo- 
lutely  fhut  to  the  Ships  of  his  Majefty,  if  the  EngliJI),  Mailers  of  Acadie  and  New- 
foundland, ftill  poffefb'd  the  Ifle  of  Cape  Breton  in  common  with  the  French,  and 
Canady  would  be  loft  to  France  as  foon  as  the  War  fhould  be  renew'd  between  the 
Two  Nations,  which  God  forbid  ;  but  the  moft  fecure  means  to  prevent  it,  is  often 
to  think  that  it  may  come  to  pafs. 

IV. 
It  will  not  be  diffembled,  but  'tis  for  the  fame  Reafon  that  the  King  is  willing  to 
referve  to  himfelf  the  natural  and  common  Liberty  as  all  Sovereigns  have,  to  ereft 
in  the  Ifles  of  the  Gulph,  and  in  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  St.  Laurence,  as  well 
as  in  the  Ifle  of  Cape  Breton,  fuch  Fortifications  as-his  Majefly  fhall  judge  neceffary : 
Thefe  Works  made  only  for  the  Security  of  the  Country  can  never  be  of  any  De- 
triment to  the  neighbouring  Ifles  and  Provinces. 

It  is  juft  that  the  Qiieen  of  Great  Britain  fhould  have  the  fame  Liberty  to  ere& 
what  Fortifications  fhe  fhall  think  neceffary,  whether  in  Acadie,  or  in  the  Ifle  of 
Newfoundland:  and  upon  this  Article  the  King  does  not  pretend  to  exacl:  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  Rights  which  the  Propriety  and  PofTeffion  naturally  give  to 
that  Princefs. 

V. 
The  King  is  willing,  thro  a  particular  Confideration  of  the.  Queen  of  Great 
Britain^  to  leave  to  her  the  Cannon  and  Ammunition  which  fhall  be  found  in  the 
Forts  and  Places  of  the  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudfon,  notwithstanding  the  ftrong 
Reafons  that  his  Majefty  may  have  to  take  them  from  thence,  and  tranfport  them 
elfe  where. 

Article  of  Commerce. 
As  the  King  finccrely  defires  that  all  Caufe  of  Divifion  between  his  Majefty'  and 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  fhould  ceafe  as  foon  as  may  be,  it  would  be  very  agree- 
able to  him  to  fee  all  Difputes  relating  to  Commerce  fettled  at  Utrecht  between  his 
Plenipotentiaries  and  thofe  of  England  :  But  if  it  is  impoffible  to  remove  the  Diffi- 
culties about  this  Matter  before  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  rather  than  to  delay  it, 
his  Majefty  confents  to  the  two  Demands  made  in  the  Name  of  that  Princefs. 

I. 
To  name  CommifTaries,  who  fhall  meet  at  London  to  examine  and  regulate  the  Du- 
ties and  Impofitions  to  be  paid  in  each  Kingdom.  II. 
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II. 

That  France  and  England  do  reciprocally  engage  to  gi/e  to  the  Subject?  of  both 
Crowns  the  ft  me  Privileges  and  Advantages,  with  which  any  Nub..  jver 

fhall  be  favotir'd. 

Article  of  a  Stiff enfion  of  Arms. 

So  Short  a  Term  as  two  Months  will  [till  leave,  to  the  Enemies  of  Peace,  Ho| 
of  being  able  to  disturb  the  Negotiation  before  the  end  of  the  Campaign. 
Kin;;,  perfiiadedof  the  good  Intentions  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  thin' 
for  the  Common  Good,  to  extend  this  Term  to  four  Months. 

I. 

It  ought  to  be  fuflkient  tocompleat  the  furmounting  all  the  Difficulties  of  • 
Treaty,  the  principal  being  already  renaov'd,  by  the  firm  Rcfolution  that  the  ! . 
of  Spain  hath  taken,  to  renounce  for  himfelf  and  his  Dcftcudants,  the  ( 
France,  and  to  keep  Spain  and  the  Indies;  and  this  Renunciation  (hall  be  infected  i:i 
the  Treaty  ol  Peace. 

After  having  eftablifii'd  the  Beginning  and  the  Courfc  of  the  Negotiation  u; 
a  good  Faith  and  mutual  Confidence,  of  which  the  happy  Effects  are  feic, 

we  muft  banifh  all  Diftruft,  and  even  the  Appearance  of  Sulpiuon,  when  each 
Party  comes,  in  their  Propofal,  near  the  End  that  both  Sides  propofc  to  them- 
fclves.  The  King  leaves  it  to  the  Equity  of  the  Queen  of  England  to  judge,  whc:her 
the  Demand  of  putting  an  Englifl)  Garifon  into  Dunkirk,  during  the  Sufpenlion  of 
Arms,  has  nothing  in  it  difobliging  to  him,  and  if  the  Publick  would  not  look 
upon  it  as  a  Doubting  his  Majesty's  Exaftnefs  to  fatisfy  his  Promises.  He  knows 
that  the  Queen  of  England  is  very  tar  from  harbouring  fuch  a  Thought,  having 
receiv'd  too  many  Proofs  to  the  contrary.  The  King  alio  having  for  a  long  time 
look'd  upon  the  Queen  as  a  Friend,  notwithstanding  the  Continuation  of  the 
War,  is  perfuaded  that  fhe  will  delift  from  fuch  a  Demand,  not  only  as  being  uf;- 
lefs,  but  capable  of  producing  an  Effed,  contrary  to  the  Intentions  of  that  Prin- 
cefs. 

For  it  is  certain  the  Aim  her  Majefty  has,  is  only  to  oblige  the  Dutch  readily 
to  give  to  the  Xing  an  Equivalent  for  the  Fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  which  his 
Majelty  promifes  fhall  be  demolifh'd. 

We  muft  then  overcome  their  Stubbornnefs,  and  let  them  fee,  that  if  they  per- 
fift,  the  Damage  thereof  fhall  fall  upon  them felves^  but  it  is  not  threatning  them, 
to  declare  to  them  that  the  Englifl)  Troops  fhall  keep  theC'ty,  the  Citadel,  and 
theFortsof  Dunkirk,  till  the  States-General  fhall  have  given  to  the  King  a  1  Equi- 
valent, wherewith  his  Majefty  fhall  be  fatisfy'd.  The  King  alone  would  fuller  by 
the  new  Obftacles  they  will  raife  againft  the  Peace ;  and  it  is  by  contrary  ways 
that  that  Republick  muft  be  conftraiu'd  to  become  more  flexible. 
_  As  'tis  the  King's  true  Intention  to  prefs  the  Demolition  of  all  the  Fortifica- 
tions of  Dunkirk  in  general,  his  Majefty  propofes,  that  immediately  after  the 
figning  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  a  Body  of  E»glijl> 
Troops  fhall  encamp  under  Dunkirk  ;  and  that  thofe  Troops,  the  Number  where- 
of fhil!  be  fix'd,  may  jointly  work  with  his,  in  razing  all  the  Fortifications. 

The  Condition  of  filling  up  the  Port,  and  ruining  the  Sluice?,  depends,  as  the 
King  has  explain'd  himfelf,  upon  the  Reftitution  that  his  Majefty  has  demanded 
of  Tournay  and  its  Diftrict,.  He  renews  again  the  fame  Engagement.  The  Ruin 
of  the  Sluices  will  occafion  the  Ruin  of  the  Country  adjacent  to  Dunkirk  ;  Friends 
and  Enemies  will  equally  fufler  thereby.  The  King  could  wifh  to  fave  thisneed- 
lcfs  Deftrudtion,  which  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  has  not  perhaps  enough  conli- 
der'd.  His  Majefty  is  willing  that  this  be  again  offer'd  to  the  Queen's  Considera- 
tion, tho  he  is  refolv'd  to  do,  upon  this  Article,  what  fhall  be  moft  agreeable  to 
that  Princefs,  for  the  Reftitution  of  Tournay  and  its  Diftrict. 

III. 

The  Peace  is  neccfiary  to  all  Europe,  the  King  defires  it  as  a  General  Good,  and 
his  Majefty  looks  upon  the  Sufpenlion  of  Arras  as  a  Means  almoft  neceffary  to  at- 
tain it  •,  but  he  would  refufe  all  Sufpenlion,  would  break  likewife  tlje  Negotiation 
of  Peace,  if  either  the  Sufpeufion  or  Peace  depended  upon  the  admitting  a  Dutch 
Garifon  into  Cambray,  during  any  Space  of  Time  that  may  be.  He  will  never  con- 
fent  to  a  Proposition  fo  contrary  to  his  Honour,  to  his  Intereft,  and  to  the  Good  of 
his  Kingdom.    Given  at  Marly,  the  1  oth  of  June ,  1712. 

D:  Torcy. 
*  L  Number 
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Number  XXIV. 

Articles  propofed  by  the  Queen  of       His  Majefty's  Jnjwcrs. 
Great  Britain  for  a,  Cejfation 
of  Arms. 


ARTICLE    I. 

THE  Queen  will  confent  to  a  Ceflfa- 
tion  of  Arms  for  the  fpace  of  two 
Months,  which  may  be  prolong'd  to 
three  or  four  Months. 

ART.  II. 
During  the  time  of  this  CefTation, 
Endeavours  will  be  ufed  for  concluding 
the  Treaty  of  the  General  Peace  :  at 
leaft,  the  Article  relating  to  the  Union 
of  the  two  Monarchys  fhall  be  punctual- 
ly executed ;  that  is  to  fay,  King  Philip 
fhall  renounce,  during  that  fpace  of 
time,  in  due  form,  for  himfelf  and  his 
I  flue,  to  the  Crown  of  France.  This 
Renunciation  fhall  likewife  be  accepted 
by  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  and  ratify'd 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by  the  States 
of  the  Kingdom  of  France. 


The  Succeflion  to  the  faid  Crown  fhall 
be  declared  and  adjudged,  after  the 
Dauphin  and  his  Ifl'ue,  and  fucceflively 
to  the  other  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon-,  to  the  abfolute  Exclusion  of 
King  Philip  and  his  Ifl'ue. 

The  Duke  of  Berry  and  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  fhall  renounce  for  themfelves  and 
their  Children,  to  any  Right  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain. 

The  States  of  this  Kingdom  fftall  ac- 
cept and  agree  to  this  Renunciation  in 
a  proper  manner. 

All  the  Parties  before-mention'd  fhall 

agree  by  authentick  Afts  to  acknowledg 

as  Succeflbr  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  aftfrr 

K.  Philip  ?nd  his  Ifiue,the  Prince  that  fhall 

be  agreed  on  in  the  futureTreat  y  of  Peace. 

ART.    III. 

The  French  Garifon  fhall  march  out  of 

the  Town  and  Citadel  of  Dunkirk,  and 

the  Forts  thereto  belonging  *,  and  the 

Queen's  Troops  fhall  come  into  the  fame 

from  the  Day  the  CefTation  of  Arms 

begins:  and  this  Place  fhall  remain  in 

the 


ARTICLE    I. 

'THE  King  agrees  to  the  fame. 


ART.    II. 

During  the  time  of  this  CefTation, 
Endeavours  will  be  ofed  for  concluding 
the  Treaty  of  the  General  Peace :  at 
leaft,  the  Article  relating  to  the  Re- 
union of  the  two  Monarchys  fhall  be 
punctually  executed  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
King  of  Spain  fhall  renounce,  during 
that  fpace  of  time,  in  due  form,  for 
himfelf  and  his  Iflue,  to  the  Crown  of 
France.  -This  Renunciation  fhall  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  pub- 
lifh'd,  and  regifter'd  in  all  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  Kingdom  of  France.,  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner.  The  Letters  Pa- 
tents granted  by  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jeftyto  the  King  of  Spain  his  Giandfon, 
in  the  Month  of  December,  1700.  for 
preferving  his  Rights  to  the  Gi->wn  of 
France,  notwithftanding  his  Abfence  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  then  regilter'd  in 
the  Parliament  of  Paris,  fhall  be  taken 
out  of  the  Regifters  of  the  faid  Parlia- 
ment, and  with  the  Confent  of  that 
Prince  fhall  be  repealed  and  annulled. 

The  King  agrees  to  the  fame. 


The  King  agrees  to  the  fame. 


The  King  agrees  thereto.' 


The  King  agrees  thereto. 


ART.    III. 

The  King  agrees  thereto. 
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the  hands  of  the  Queen,  until  the  States- 
General  have  agreed  to  give  to  his  molt 
Chriftian  Majefty  foch  an  Equivalent  for 
the  Demolition  of  that  Place,  as  he  may 
be  fatisfy'd  with.  Provided,  that  in  this 
cafe  his  moflChriflian  Majefty  lhall  be  ob- 
liged to  demolifh  all  the  Fortifications  of 
that  Place,to  fill  up  the  Port,  and  deltroy 
the  Sluices  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Queen's 
Commiflioners  have  defir'd  it. 
ART.  IV. 
As  the  Queen,  in  her  Demands,  has 
no  other  View  than  to  have  fomc  kind 
of  a  Pawn  for  fecuring  the  Execution 
of  the  Article  relating  to  the  Reunion 
of  the  two  Monarchys^  her  Majelty  does 
not  preiend  any  way  to  concern  herfelf 
with  difturbing  the  Civil  Government  of 
the  Town  of  Dunkirk :  but  on  the  con- 
trary, ihe  orders  me  to  give  Afluranccs 
on  her  part,  that  Ihe  will  give  the  ne- 
ceflary  Orders,  that  all  things  may  re- 
main and  continue  on  the  fame  foot  they 
are  actually  in  :  That  it  fhall  be  lawful 
for  the  King's  Ships,  and  thofe  of  pri- 
vate Perfons,  to  go  out  and  come  into 
Port  as  often  as  (hall  be  neceilVy,  with- 
out being  hinder'd  under  any  pretence 
whatfoever  :  And  that  all  the  King's 
Ships,  as  well  as  others  belonging  to 
private  Perfons,  and  all  their  Effetts 
fhall  be  as  much  in  fafety  as  they  are  now. 
Given  at  Whitehall  the  6th  of  June,  0.  S. 
171 2. 

H.  St.  John. 


A  R  T.    IV. 

As  the  Queen,  in  her  Demands,  has 
no  other  View  than  to  have  fome  kind  of 
Pawn  for  fecuring  the  Execution  of  Uc 
Article  relating  to  the  Reunion  of  t 
two  MonarcJws  •,  her  Majefty  docs  n * 
pretend  any  my  to  concern  her  fclf  with 
difturbing  the  Civil  Government  of  the 
Town  of  Dunkirk:  but  on  the  contrary 
Ihe  orders  me  to  promife  on  her  part, 
that  (he  will  give  the  neceflary  Orders 
that  all  things  may  remain  and  continue 
on  the  fame  foot  they  are  a&uaily  in: 
That  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  Ki:. 
Ships,  and  thofe  of  private  Perfons,  to 
go  out  and  come  into  Port  as  often  as 
(hall  be  necefTary,  without  being  hinder'd 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever :    And 
that  all  the  King's  Ships,  as  well  as  0- 
thers  belonging  to  private  Perfons,  and 
all  their  Effefts,  fhall  be  as  nvich  in  fafe- 
ty as  they  are  now.     And  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Officers  who  have  the  care  of  the 
Magazines  belonging  to  the  Sea  or  Land, 
(haUftay  in  the  faidTown  of  Dunkirk; 
where  they  (hall   contiuue  to   excrcife 
their  Callings  during  the  ftay  of  the  Eng- 
Ujh  Troops.    Given  at  Marli,  the  2 2d 
of  June,  1 71 2. 
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Inftruftions  for  our  Right  Truftj,  and  Right  entirely  Beloved  Coufin  and  Coun- 
fellor%  James  Duke  of  Ormonde,  Captain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  our  Forces,  ailing  in  Conjunction  with  thofe  of  our  Mies  in  the  Low- 
Countries. 

YOU  are  with  all  poffible  Diligence  to  repair  to  the  Hague,  and  to  acquaint 
the  Pcnfionary,  That,  having  appointed  you  to  command  our  Army  in  the 
Netherlands,  we  have  given  you  Orders  to  fee  him  before  you  go  to  put  your  felf 
at  the  Head  of  the  Troops.  You  are  to  exprefs  to  him  the  Refolution  we  are  in 
of  preffing  the  War  with  all  poffible  Vigour,  until  the  Enemy  fhall  agree  to  fuch 
Terms  of  Peace,  as  may  be  fafe  and  honourable  for  us,  and  for  our  Allies. 

You  are  farther  to  fay  to  this  Minifter,  That  you  are  prepar'd  to  live  in  a  per- 
fe&  good  Correfpondence  with  all  the  Generals  of  the  Allies,  and  pai  ticjhrly  with 
thofe  of  the  States ;  and  that  you  hope,  you  fhall  find  the  fame  Inclination  on  their 
part,  to  which  his  (the  Penfionary's)  good  Offices  will  extremely  contribute.  You 
are,  after  this  lutroduftion,  to  defire  the  Pcnfionary  to  inform  you  what  Plan  ha9 
been  agreed  upon  for  the  Operations  of  the  Campaign. 

As  foon  as  you  arrive  at  the  Frontier,  you  are  to  meet  with  the  Prince  Eugene, 
and  fuch  others  of  the  Generals  as  fhall  be  in  the  Secret,  and  with  them  to  con- 
cert the  proper  Meafures  for  entring  on  Adion.  You 
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You  are  to  take  the  firft,  and  every  Opportunity,  of  reviewing  all  fuch  Regi- 
ments as  are  paid  either  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  by  Us,  and  to  certify  to  TJs  the 
Numbers  and  Condition  of  the  feveral  Regiments  of  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons. 

You  are  likewife  from  time  to  time  to  correfpond  with  one  of  our  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  to  tranfmit  conftant  Accounts  of  your  Proceedings,  and 
of  all  Occurrences  which  may  happen. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  Seventh  Day  of  April  1712.  in  the  Ele- 
venth Year  of  our  Reign.  A.  R. 

t 

Number  XXVI. 
Letter  from  the  States-Deputies  to  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  June  4.  1712. 

.'My  Lord, 

TH  E  States-General,  our  Matters,  have  order'd  us  to  reprefent  to  you,  That 
it  is  with  the  greater  Surprize  in  the  World  they  have  receiv'd  from  us  the 
News  of  the  Declaration  you  have  made,  That  you  could  not  undertake  any  thing 
before  you  had  receiv'd  Letters  from  England,  and  the  Refufal  you  have  made  to 
concur  to  a  Siege,  or  to  a  Battel.  They  have  directed  us  to  acquaint  you,  That  it 
appears  to  them  incomprehenfible  and  unanfwerable,  that  by  this  means  Hold  is 
not  taken  of  the  Advantage  one  has  over  the  Enemy,  both  with  refpect  to  the 
Quality  and  Number  of  the  Troops,  and  with  regard  to  the  Situation  of  the  Ar- 
mies ;  and  that  an  apparent  Opportunity  is'negle&ed  of  obtaining,  with  the  Blef- 
fing  of  God,  a  great  Advantage  over  the  common  Enemy:  That  this  Occafion 
being  once  mifs'd,  will  perhaps  never  offer  it  felf  any  more  ;  whereby  the  common 
Caufe  will  fufFer  a  Lofs  which  can  never  be  repair'd. 

Their  High  and  MightinefTes  cannot  in  the  leaft  comprehend,  That  the  Order 
fent  you  can  be  fo  general,  as  to  bind  you,  on  fo  fair  an  Opportu.  ty  us  this  is, 
from  annoying  the  Enemy  ;  but  that  it  appears  to  them,  That  fuch  Orders  mutt 
be  underftood  in  a  good  Senfe,  to  temporize  a  little,  in  cafe  the  commo.  dufe 
does  not  thereby  fuffer  a  confiderable  Difadvantage  ;  but  not  at  all  to  fit  idle  in  a 
Situation-wherein  Inaction  takes  away  all  hopes  from  undertaking  anything  here- 
after, and  whereby  confequently  the  Damage  becomes  irretrievable  to  the  com- 
mon Caufe,  fince  the  Army  remaining  fome  time  without  doing  any  thing,  the  Fo- 
rage is  confum'd,  and  the  Operations  afterwards  become  not  only  very  difficult,  but 
even  impracticable :  befides,  that  time  is  left  thereby  to  the  Enemy  to  intrench 
themfelves,  and  to  fortify  their  Country  as  much  as  they  pleafe. 

It  is  for  all  thefe  Reafons,  my  Lord,  that  our  Matters  have  enjoin'd  us  to  per- 
fuade  you  not  to  do  fo  great  a  Wrong  and  Prejudice  to  the  common  Caufe  of  all 
the  High  Allies,  as  it  would  be,  if  you  fhould  perfift  not  to  concur  any  way  to  the 
Operations  of  the  Campaign,  as  the  Reafon  of  War,  and  the  prefent  Situation 
of  the  Armies  feem  to  require  it.  They  have  directed  us  to  fupport  the  aforefaid 
Reafons,  particularly  with  this,  That  the  Army  which  you  command,  does  not 
only  confift  of  the  National  Troops  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  but  likewife 
for  the  moft  part  of  the  Troops  in  the  joint  Pay  of  her  Majefty  and  the  States,  over 
which  it  is  true,  that  the  Command,  as  firft  and  chief  General,  belongs  to  you  ; 
but  as  they  are  engag'dby  both  Powers  together,  to  make  War,  and  to  a&  againft 
the  Enemy,  they  cannot  be  withdrawn  from  fo  doing  by  you  alone,  without  com- 
municating the  fame  to  their  High  and  MightinefTes,  and  without  their  Approba- 
tion, unlefs  one  will  aft  contrary  to  the  Treaties,  and  to  the'Ends  for  which  they 
are  engag'd.  They  have  likewife  order'd  us  to  reprefent  to  you,  my  Lord,  that 
not  only  the  Treaty  of  the  Grand  Alliance  amongft  the  High  Allies,  but  alfo  par- 
ticular Treaties  made  between  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  their  High  and  Migh- 
tinefTes, oblige  her  Majefty  to  carry  on  the  War  with  Vigour  \  but  that  the  Declara- 
tion you  have  made,  That  you  cannot  undertake  any  thing  till  further  Order,  at 
a  time  that,  with  your  Communication  and  Approbation,  the  Army  march'd  in 
light  of  the  Enemy,  and  wherein  all  Circumftancesfeem'd  favourable  to  undertake 
fomething,  with  probable  Hopes  of  Succefs:  Such  a  Declaration,  we  fay,  cannot 
be  reconcil'd  with  the  faid  Treaties,  nor  with  the  repeated  AfTurances  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  was  pleas'd  to  give  their  High  and  MightinefTes,  as  well  by  her 
Letters,  as  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  her  AmbafTador  Extraordinary ; 
whereby  fhe  declar'd,  That  her  Troops  fhould  aft  with  as  much  Vigour  as  fhould 
be  requifite  for  continuing  the  War. 

That 
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This  your  felf,  my  Lord,  being  fent  to  that  end  hither,  gave  their  High  and 
Mightineifes  the  fame  Afl'urance  of,  during  your  flay  at  the  Hague. 

And  that  therefore  they  order  us,  to  Summon  you  on  the  good  Faith  of  Treaties 
and  Alliances,  and  upon  the  aforefaid  AfTurances,  to  pulh  on  the  Operation!  of  War 
and  to  annoy  the  Enemy  as  much  as  Poffible. 

But  in  Cafe  you  perfift  unhappily  in  the  Dclign  not  to  Order  Her  Majefty's  Troops 
to  Aft  OffenGvely  •,  our  Mailers  Order  us  to  ask  yoo,  my  Lord,  if  you  would  make 
any  difficulty  to  Employ  the  faid  Troops  to  cover  a  Siege  that  might  be  undertaken : 
Provided  alfo,  you  prcmife  Pofitively  to  caufe  them  to  Aft  againft  the  Enemy  if 
they  lhonld  come  to  Attempt  any  thing. 

In  Cafe  my  Lord,  of  an  unexpected  Refufal,  they  have  Charg'd  us,  to  Proteft  in 
the  moil  Effectual  Manner,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms  (as  we  do  Solemnly  by  this) 
againft  the  irretrievable  Damage  the  State  and  their  High  Allies  fuffer  thereby,  and 
againft  the  prejudice  the  Common  Caufe  undergoes  by  fuch  Conduct. 

And  that  they  may  know  how  to  Proceed,  we  muft  ask  you  Pofitively,  my  Lord, 
wherein  your  Orders  ftriftlyconfift  not  to  Aft,  how  far  they  reach,  and  how  much 
one  may  depend  upon  the  Troops  of  Great- Britain. 

Finally,  We  require  on  their  parts  that  no  hindrance  be  given  to  the  Troops 
in  joint  Pay,  to  Aft  according  to  the  Reafon  of  War,  in  purfuance  of  the  Treaties 
and  folcmn  Engagements. 

This,  my  Lord,  our  Mailers  have  Order'd  us,  to  reprefent  to  you  by  word  of  Mouth, 
and  in  Writing,  that  all  the  World,  and  even  Pofterity  may  fee,  That  their  High 
and' Mightineifes,  far  fsom  being  guilty  of  fo  great  Detriment  to  the  Common  Caufe, 
as  is  the  Inaction  of  this  Day,  have  done  all  that  lay  in  their  Power  to  prevent  the 
ill  Confequences  thereof,  and  that  it  muft  belong  to  others  to  Anfwer  for  the  un- 
happy Events  that  might  arife  therefrom.  We  delire  you,  my  Lord,  that  you  will 
pleafe  to  give  an  Anfwer  in  Writing  thereupon,  as  Satisfaftory  and  Speedy,  as  the 
Importance  of  the  Affair  and  the  lntereft  of  all  the  High  Allies  require  it :  Written 
at  the  Camp  at  Avefne  de  Sec$. 

June  the  4*6,  171 2.  .  W.  Hooft.  P.  F.  Vegilin. 

W.  V.  Haerfolte.  Van  Claerbergett. 

Whitehall,  June  the  xoth,  1712:  Mr.  Secretary  St. 
fobn  to  Monficur  de  Tony. 

SIR,  N°.  27. 

I  Received  the  i^tb  of  this  Month,  O.  S.  by  UVigne  your  Difpatches  of  zid 
of  the  fame  Month,  N.  S.  and  I  only  waited  for  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  Letters 
to  fend  you  my  Anfwer.     Thefe  Letters  arc  Arriv'd  this  Morning,  and  at  the 
fame  time  your  Courier  put  into  my  Hands  that  which  you  did  me  the  Honour 
to  write  to  me  the  z-jtb  of  this  Month. 

The  Particulars  which  the  Duke  of  Ormond  gives  of  what  has  pafs'd,  are  intirelr 
Coflformabletowhat  you  obferv'd  to  me;  and  I  have  not  fail'd  reading  all  the  Dif- 
patches to  the  Qneen.  Her  Ma  jelly,  Sir,  commands  me  to  tell  you,  that  'tis  with  the 
moft  fenfible  Ditpleafure,  lhe  fees  that  the  Enemies  to  Peace  find  Hill  the  means  to 
retard  itsConclufion,  in  expofing  the  Negotiation  (which  mull  lead  us  to  it)  to  new 
Difficulties  and  new  Dangers.  But  as  Her  Majcfty  has  taken  a  firm  and  immoveable 
Refolution,  not  to  give  way  in  any  manner  to  the  Obltacles  which  fhall  be  raifed, 
and  on  the  contrary,  to  continue  to  labour  jointly  with  the  King  to  Re-cftabli'h  the 
general  Tranquillity,  lhe  doubts  not  but  we  fhall  be  in  a  Condition  to  make  abortive 
this  laft  Effort  of  thofe,  who  would  buy  their  Advantages,  or  fatisfy  their  particular 
Refentments,  at  the  coft  of  prolonging  the  Miferies  of  the  War.  I  believe  when  you 
fhall  have  read  over  my  Letter,  you  will  be  convine'd  of  this  Truth. 

I  have  this  moment  been  fpeaking  by  the  Queen's  Order  to  all  the  Minifters  who 
are  now  here,  whofe  Princes  Troops  are  in  the  fole  Pay  of  her  Ma  jelly,  or  in  her 
joint  Pay  with  the  States.  I  have  declared  to  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Queen,  that  lhe 
will  look  upon  the  Conduft  of  their  Matters  Generals,  at  this  junfture,  as  a  Declaration 
of  thofe  Princes  either  for  or  againft  her.  Since  nothing  need  be  done  to  feenre  a 
Peace,  but  to  follow  the  Plan  which  the  Queen,  has  made,  or  to  follow  that  which 
the  Emperor  and  the  States  General  have  formed  to  break  the  Negotiations.  That 
her  Mnjcfly  could  not  perfwade  her  felf,  that  if  they  would  once  more  Reflcft  on  it, 

*   M  their 
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their  Generals  would  ftick  a  Moment  to  obey  the  Orders  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
Bat  I  declared  to  them  that  if  they  did,  her  Majefty  would  furnifh  no  more  Pay  to  the 
Troops. 

I  have  given  them  to  underftand  that  the  Courier  which  I  difpatch  this  Night 
to  the  Army,  will  carry  the  Letters  which  they  fhall  think  Proper  to  write  to  their 
General  Officers,  upon  what  1  juft  then  told  them,  and  that  'twas  time  they  came 
to  a  Refolution,  fince  by  the  fame  Courier  the  Duke  of  Ormond  would  receive  the 
Queen's  Orders  not  only  to  make  the  fame  Declarations ;  but  in  Cafe  they  fhould 
Refafe  to  obey  him,  to  put  thefe  Declarations  in  Execution. 

The  Queen,  Sir,  perfwades  her  fclf  that  this  proceeding  will  hardly  fail  of  having 
its  Effect.  But  fhe  commands  me  at  the  fame  time  to  Communicate  to  you  the  Refo- 
lution fhe  has  taken  in  Cafe  fome  of  the  Foreign  Troops  perfift  to  remain  with  Prince 
Eugene's  Army.  In  this  Cafe  the  Duke  of  Ormond  will  retire  with  the  Engli/h  Forces, 
and  all  thofethat  will  march  off  with  him,  which  will  not  be,  I  fuppofe,  the  leaft 
Part,  and  will  declare  that  the  Queen  will  not  A  ft  any  more  againft  France,  nor 
Pay  thofe  that  fhall.  And  her  Majefty  who  till  now  has  kept  meafures  with  her 
Allies,  driven  by  them  to  fuch  Extremity  as  this,  will  think  herfelf  juftified  before 
God  and  Men,  in  continuing  the  Negotiations  either  at  Vtrecbt  or  elfewhere, 
without  troubling  herfelf  if  they  concur  with  it  or  not.  Thus,  Sir,  you  may  Aflure 
your  felf,  and  I  have  Order  to  promife  you  in  the  Name  of  her  Majefty,  that  if  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  puts  the  Town,  Cittadel,  and  Forts  of  Dunkirk  into  the  Queen's 
Hands,  notwithftanding  all  the  Foreign  Troops  or  part  of  them  Refufe  to  obey  the 
Duke  of  OmwMd'sO.ders,  and  to  retire  with  him,  her  Majefty  will  ftick  no  longer 
to  Conclude  her  own  particular  Peace,  but  leave  to  the  other  Powers  a  fett  time  to 
fubmit  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Plan  which  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  Queen  and  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty. 

See  here,  Sir,  the  Peace  is  in  the  Hands  of  the  King  ;  if  the  Duke  of  Ormond's 
whole  Army  confents  to  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  our  firft  Projett,  on  which  we  are 
agreed,  has  its  Effed ;  if  they  do  not  Confent,  the  EngMfh  Troops  will  draw  them- 
felves  off"  from  thofe  of  the  Allies,  and  the  Foreign  Troops  may  addrefs  them- 
felves  to  the  States  General  for  their  Subfiftonce,  who  very  far  from  being  able  to 
fupply  New  Charges,  are  not  capable  to  bear  thofe  they  have  already  upon  their 
Hands.  In  a  word,  Great-Britain  retires  from  the  Stage  of  the  War,  leaving  there 
rone  but  Powers  in  a  weak  Condition  to  make  Head  againft  France,  and  the  Peace 
between  thefe  two  Kingdoms  may  be  concluded  in  very  few  Weeks.  Thefe  are,  Sir 
thePropofals  which  theQpeen  has  commanded  me  to  make  you:  And  fhe  believes 
that  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  will  have  his  end,  as  much  in  the  laft  as  in  the  firft 
Plan.  If  the  King  accepts  thefe  Propofitions,  the  Queen  thinks  it  Convenient  for 
the  Intereft  of  both  Nations,  to  labour  inceffantly  for  a  general  Sufpenfion  as  well 
by  Sea  as  Land,  between  Great-Britain  and  France,  to  follow  that  which  fhall  be 
eftablifh'd  in  the  Low-Countries. 

I  fhall  wait  with  Impatience  the  return  of  this  Courier,  for,  Sir,  I  muft  agree 
with  yon  that  the  Moments  are  precious  in  a  Conjun&ure  like  this.  You'll  difpatch 
at  the  fame  time,  if  you  pleafe,  an  Exprefs  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  that  be  may 
know  what  to  Depend  on,  and  how  to  behave  himfelf.  If  you  Signify  to  him  that 
the  King  has  given  Orders  to  the  Officer  that  Commands  in  Dunkirk  to  fuffer 
the  Troops  of  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain  to  enter  the  Place,  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
will  immediately  do  what  I  have  been  telling  you.  And  in  this  Cafe  her  Majefty 
will  fend  from  hence  fome  Regiments  to  take  Poffeflion  of  the  Place,  by  which  means 
we  fhall  avoid  many  Obftacles  that  might  be  formed,  if  this  fhould  be  done  by  a 
Detachment  from  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  Army,  as  we  had  defign'd  it  fhould. 

Since  I  have  wrote  this  Letter,  her  Majefty  has  taken  a  Refolution  to  fend 
the  Earl  of  Strafford  diredfcly  to  the  Army,  and  he  will  fet  out  to  morrow  in  the 
Evening,  or  Sunday  Morning  at  fartheft. 


I  am&c. 

H.  St.  John, 


Marly,  fuly  the  5th,  171 2.  Monficur  DcTorcy  to 

Mr.  St.  y<^//. 

N«.  2S. 

I  Receive  by  /,i  Vigm  the  Letter  you  honoured  mc  with  of  the  mtb  June,  0.  S.  and  u 
yon  impatiently  expedl;  his  Return,  knowing  how  precious  evet  y  hour  is  in  the 
prefent  e.onjuncturc,  the  King  Commands  me  not  to  loofe  a  Moment  in  fending 
him  back  to  you.  You  will  not  be  forry  to  fee  him  return'd,  fince  he  car- 
ries for  you  his  Majefty's  General  Approbation  of  the  Qncca's  Demands  you  explained 
to  mc  by  your  lift  Letter. 

You  take  Notice,  Sir,  of  the  Orders  her  Majcfty  has  given  to  the  Duke  oiOrimnd, 
the  Declarations  he  is  to  make,  and  the  part  he  fhall  take  to  retire  with  the  En. 
Troops  and  all  thofe  that  will  march  with  him,  if  fo  be  the  King  puts  into  her 
Majefty's  Hands  the  City,  Cittadel  and  Forts  of  Dunkirk,  when  even  all  the  Foreign 
Troops  actually  in  her  Pay  (either  feparately,  or  jointly  with  thofe  of  the  States 
General)  or  a  part  of  thefe  Troops  feparate  from  the  Englifli  to  continue  under 
the  Command  of  Prince  Eugene.  My  laft  Letter,  Sir,  contained  the  juft  Reafons 
the  King  had  to  Expeft  that  all  Foreign  Troops  in  Englifh  Pay  fhonld  follow  the 
Orders  and  Motions  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  as  a  neceffary  Condition  for  the 
performance  of  the  Promife  his  Majefty  made  the  Queen  of  committing  Dunkirk 
to  her  Cuftody  ;  but  as  it  appears  by  your  Letter  that  her  Britannkk  Mjjcfty  in 
eafcof  a  Refufal  on  the  part  of  her  Allies,  will  no  longer  obferve  Meafures  with 
them,  that  fhe  thinks  herfelf  justified  before  God  and  Man,  not  to  fcruplc  any  longer 
the  Conclufion  of  a  particular  Peace,  leaving  to  the  other  Powers  interefted  in  the 
War,  a  Term  to  fubmit  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Plan  fhe  fhall  agree  upon  with  the 
King,  that  this  Peace  may  receive  its  Conclufion  in  a  very  few  Weeks,  and  that 
Great-Britain  enjoying  a  glorious  Peace,  will  leave  the  whole  Weight  of  the  War 
to  fuch  Powers  whom  Animofity  fhall  engage  to  Ac%  againil  France,  but  who  at  the 
fame  time  will  be  in  too  poor  Condition  to  make  Head  againft  her.  All  thefe 
Reafons  fo  fully  explained  in  your  Letter,  being  agreeable  to  the  Sentiments  of 
his  Majefty,  have  determined  him  to  give  his  Orders  for  permitting  the  Queen's 
Troops  to  enter  into  Dunkirk.  The  Meffenger  charged  with  thefe  Orders  is  going 
to  carry  them  to  Marfhal  Pillars  as  at  the  fame  time  I  return  la  Vigm  to  you  ;  and 
you  may  be  Certain  the  Duke  of  Ormond  will  receive  Advice  of  them  to  morrow 
the  6th  of  this  Inftant.  I  hope  the  Earl  of  Strafford  will  be  with  him  at  that  time,  and 
that  the  Conclufion  of  a  good  Peace,  at  leaft  between  France  and  Great-Britain,  will 
immediately  follow  his  Arrival  at  Vtrecht.  I  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  make  my  Com- 
pliments to  you  on  this  Occafion,  and  do  it  with  the  greater  Aflurance  in  finding 
by  your  Letter  that  all  Difficulties  are  furmounted. 

The  King,  Sir,  very  well  approves  of  your  Propofition  in  agreeing  immediately 
npon  a  general  Ceffation  of  all  Hoftilities  between  the  two  Nations,  as  well  by 
Sea  as  Land.  Thofe  People  who  have  fuffer'd  fo  many  Years  the  Burthen  and 
Misfortunes  of  the  War,  cannot  too  foon  tafte  the  Sweetnefs  of  the  Peace.  'Tis 
my  Opinion  this  Agreement  ought  to  be  figned  at  Vtrecht,  and  I  Suppofe  you 
will  fend  her  Majefty's  Orders  to  her  Plenipotentiaries,  UHlcfs  you  think  fome  other 
Method  may  fooner  terminate  this  Affair. 

'Tis  wkh  greater  Satisfaction  than  ever,  that  I  afGirc  you  no  one  can  be  with 
greater  Truth,  than  I  am,  &c 

Se  Tarcy. 

The  Treaty  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  between 
Great-cBritain  and  France. 

N?.  29. 

NNE  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,   &c.     To   all  who  fhall  fee    thefe  Prefents, 
Greeting.       Whereas    our    Right  Trufty,    and    Well-beloved   Coufin, 
Henry  Vilcount  Bolingbroke,  Lord  St.  John,  Baron  of  Lidiard  Tregoze,  of 
onr  Privy  Council,  and  one  of  our  Principal  Secretary's  of  State,  by  Virtue  of  the 
full  Power  which  we  have  granted  him  ;  and  John  Bapijl  Colin,  Knt.  Marquis  of 
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lorcyCroiffy,  Sable,  Bois- Dauphin  and  other  places,  Councellour  of  our  moll  Dear 
Brother  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  Minifter  and  Secretary  of  State,  Commander, 
Chancellor,  and  Keeper  of  the  Seals  of  the  Knights  of  his  Order,  Poft-Mafter 
General  of  France,  by  Virtue  alfo  of  the  full  Power  given  him,  have  ligned  a  Treaty  of 
Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  the  8th  of  this  inftant  jiugufl,  0.  S.  1712,  in  the  following 
Words. 

As  there  is  Reafon  to  expe£k  a  happy  Succefs  of  the  Conferences  held  at  Vtrccbt, 
by  the  Care  of  their  Britannick  and  moft  Chriftian  Ma  jetties,  for  the  re-eftablifliing  a 
general  Peace,  and  as  they  thought  it  neceffary  to  prevent  all  the  Events  of  War 
which  may  difturb  the  prefent  State  of  the  Negotiations,  their  faid  Majefty's  eameltly 
defiring  the  Happinefs  of  Chriftendom,  have  agreed  upoa  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  as 
the  moft:  certain  means  to  Obtain  that  General  Good  which  they  Propofe  to  them- 
felves ;  and  akho'  her  Britannick  Majefty  has  not  hitherto  been  able  to  perfwade 
her  Allies  to  enter  into  the  fame  Sentiments,  the  Refufal  they  make  to  follow  them 
not  being  a  fufficient  Reafon  for  hindering  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  to  fhew  by 
effectual  proofs  the  defire  he  has  to  Re-eftabliih  as  foon  as  poffible,  a  perfect  Friendfhip 
and  fincerc  Correfpondence  between  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain  and  himfelf,  and  the 
Kingdoms,  Dominions  and  Subjects  of  their  Majefties,  his  faid  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty after  having  trufted  the  Englifh  Troops  with  the  keeping  of  the  Town,  Cittadel 
and  Forts  of  Dunkirk  as  a  Pledge  of  his  fincerity,  Contents  and  Promifes,  as  the  Queea 
of  Great- Britain  Promifes  alfo  on  her  part, 

1.  That  there  (hall  be  a  general  Ceffation  of  all  Undertakings  and  military 
Aftions,  and  generally  of  all  Hoftilitics  between  the  ArmieSjTroops.Fleets,  Squadrons, 
and  Ships  of  their  Britannick  and  moft  Chriftian  Majefties,  during  the  time  of  four 
Months,  to  Commence  from  the  22d  of  this  inftant  Augvfi,  to  the  22d  of  December 
next. 

2.  The  fame  Sufpenfion  (hall  be  eftablifhed  between  the  Garrifons  and  Troops, 
whieh  their  Majefties  have  for  the  Defence  and  keeping  of  their  Towns  in  all  the 
places  where  their  Arms  are  Acting  or  may  Act,  whether  it  be  by  Land  or  by  Sea, 
or  other  Waters,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  it  fhould  happen,  that  during  the  time  of 
the  Sufpenfion,  the  fame  fhould  be  violated  by  any  of  the  Parties,  by  the  taking  of 
one  or  feveral  places  either  by  attack,  Surprize  or  private  Intelligence  in  any  part 
of  the  World  whaifoever ,  that  Prifoners  fhould  be  made,  or  any  other  Aftsof  Hofti* 
lity  committed  by  fome  unexpected  Accident,  fuch  as  thofe  whieh  cannot  be  pre- 
vented, contrary  to  the  prefent  Ceffation  of  Arms :  This  Contravention  (hall  be 
faithfully  made  upon  either  fide  without  Delay  or  Difficulty,  reftoring  without  the 
leaft  Diffimulation  what  fha\l  have  been  taken,  and  fetting  at  Liberty  the  Prifoners 
without  asking  any  thing  for  their  Ranibm  or  tor  their  Expence. 

3.  To  prevent  likewife  all  caufes  of  Complaints  and  Difputes  which  might  arife 
upon  account  of  the  Ships,  Goods  or  other  Effects,  which  ftmir  be  taken  at  Sea,  during 
the  time  of  the  Sufpenfion,  it  is  refpe&ively  agreed,  that  the  faid  Ships,  Goods  and 
Effc&s  which  fhall  be  taken  in  the  Channel  and  in  the  Northern  Seas  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve,  Days  to  reckon  from  the  figning  of  the  faid  Sufpenfion,  fhall  reciprocally  be 
reftored  on  both  Sides.  That  the  time  fhall  be  of  fix  Weeks  for  the  Prizes  taken 
from  the  Channel,  the  Britifh  and  Northern  Seas  to  the  C2pe  St.  Vincent.  And  like- 
wife  of  fix  Weeks  from  and  beyond  that  Cspe  to  the  Line,  either  in  the  Ocean  or  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

Finally  of  fix  Months  beyond  the  Line,  and  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  World, 
without  any  Exception  or  other  more  particular  Diftinclion  of  time  or  place. 

4.  As  the  fameSupenfion  (hall  be  obferved  between  the  Kingdoms  of  Great-Britain 
and  Spain,  her  Britannick  Majefty  Promifes,  that  none  of  her  Men  of  War,  or*Mer- 
chants  Ships,  Sloops  or  other  Veffels  belonging  to  her  Britannick  Majefty  or  to  her 
Subjects,  fhall  be  hereafter  employed  to  Tranfport  or  Convoy  into  Portugal,  Catalonia, 
or  any  of  the  places  where  they  make  War  at  prefent,  any  Troops,  Horfes,  Arms, 
Cloaths,  and  in  general  any  Provifions  and  Ammunition. 

5.  However  her  Britannick  Majefty  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  caufeTroops,  Ammunitions, 
Provifions  and  other  Neceffaries  to  be  tranfported  to  the  places  of  Gibraltar  and 
Port  Mahon  of  which  (he  is  actually  in  PoffefGon,  and  which  (he  is  to  keep  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  to  be  made ;  as  alfo  to  withdraw  from  Spain  the  Englijh  Troops, 
and  generally  all  the  Effe&s  belonging  to  her  in  that  Kingdom,  either  to  Tranfport 
them  to  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  or  to  bring  them  into  Great- Brit ainy  without  the  faid 
Tranfports  being  thought  contrary  to  the  Sufpenfion. 

6.  Be 


r  45  ] 

6.  The  Queen  of  Great  Britain  may  alfo  without  violating  the  Sufpenfion,  lend 
Her  Ships  to  tranfport  into  Portugal,  the  Troops  of  that  Nation  which  are  at  prc- 
fens  in  Catahnta,  and  to  tranfport  to  Italy  the  German  Troops,  which  are  like- 
wife  in  the  fame  Province. 

7.  Immediately  after  that  this  prcfent  Treaty  of  Sufpenfion  fhall  have  been  de- 
clared in  Spain,  the  Kini^  engages  himfclfco  have  the  Blockade  of  Gibraltar  raifed, 
and  that  the  Englifh  Gan  ifon  as  well  as  the  Merchants  who  (hall  be  in  that  pbee, 
may  freely  Live,  Act,  and  Trade  with  the  Spaniards. 

The  Ratificatioas  of  the  prefent  Treaty  fhall  be  exchanged  on  both  lides  within 
the  time  of  a  Fortnight  or  fooner,  if  poffible. 

In  Teftimony  whereof,  and  by  Virtue  of  the  Orders  and  Powers  which  we 
underwritten  have  received  from  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Hismoft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  our  Miftrefs  and  Mailer,  have  Sigu'd  thele  Prefents,  and  have  caufed  the 
Seals  of  our  Arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Given  at  Paris  the  19th  of  Aoguft,  171 2. 

LS.   <Bolingbrokt.     LS.  Colbert  de  Tony. 

Wc  have  feen  and  confidered  the  Treaty  aborcwritten,  have  approved,  ratified, 
and  confirmed,  the  fame  in  all  and  every  one  of  its  Articles;  as  we  do*by  thofe 
Prefents  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  it,  promifing  and  engaging  our  Royal  Word, 
that  we  will  faithfully  and  inviolably  perform  and  obferve  all  things  contained 
therein,  and  that  we  will  never  directly  or  indirectly  violate  the  fame-  for  the 
greater  Teftimony  and  Validity  whereof  we  have  caufed  our  great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  Prefents;  which  we  have  Sign'd  with  our  Royal 
Hand. 

Given  in  Our  Cajlle  at  Wind  for,  the  iStb  Day  of 
Auguft,  1712.  In  the  Eleventh  J  ear  of  Our 
Reign. 

ANNE  R.: 


Lords  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  'Bolingbrokf,  Sep- 
tember id,   17 1 2. 

N°.  jo. 

IN  our  laft  of  the  30th  paft,  We  gave  your  Lordfhip  an  Account  of  the  Dif- 
pofition  things  were  in  here  to  renew  the  General  Conferences,  and  that  the 
next  Day  wc  were  to  know  of  the  French  when  we  were  to  begin  ;  we  have 
fince  fpoke  with  them  twice,  the  laft  time  this  Morning,  but  without  coming  to  any 
Condufion,  they  thinking  it  neceffary  to  return  fnch  an  anfwer  to  our  Propofal, 
as  appears  to  us  to  be  contrary  to  the  Honour  of  Her  Majefty's  Speech :  The  Cafe 
is  this, 

In  Her  Majefty's  Speech  it  is  expreffed,  That  the  Dutch  are  to  have  the  entire 
Barrier  as  demanded  in  1709,  except  two  or  three  Places  at  moft. 

The  French  Minifters  inCft,  that  they  muft  have  Liflet  as  an  Equivalent  for  Dun- 
kjrky  and  that  the  fame  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  one  of  the  three  Places  menti- 
oned in  the  Speech,  and  confequently  that  they  muft  in  all  have  four  of  the  Places 
mentioned  in  the  Demands  of  1709. 

This  to  us  appears  to  be  altogether  inconfiftent  with  what  Her  Majefty  has  de- 
clared, and  we  accordingly  think  it  contrary  to  our  Duty  to  bring  on  a  Confe 
rence  in  which  fiich  an  Explication  is  to  be  made. 
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The  French  Minifters  on  the  other  Hand  have  fnew'd  ns  their  Orders,  which 
polkively  require  them  to  infift  upon  the  Reftitution  of  Tour  ay  as  well  as  Lifie, 
and  that  they  by  no  means  confent  to  the  Ceffion  ot  Af»ubeuge  or  Condi 

We  have  in  vain  preifed  them  to  fpeak  at  firft  in  Terms,  as  general  as  our  Pro- 
pofal  is  conceived  in  ;  they  think  it  necelFary  to  be  particular  and  exprefs  in  chat 
Point  above  all  others,  becaufe  they  fhall  otherwife  have  ty'd  themfelves  up,  and 
given  the  Dutch  an  Advantage;  the  Refulc  of  a  very  long  Debate  was,  that  we  re- 
folved  not  to  proceed  to  a  Conference  'till  this  Point  be  determined,  and  as  the 
French  Minifters  profefs  their  Orders  are  fo  plain,  that  they  neither  need  nor  can 
admit  any  Explication :  We  alfo  think  the  matter  as  plain  on  our  fide,  nor  can 
conceive  from  whence  the  Expedient  fhall  come. 

We  humbly  hope  our  Zeal  for  Her  Majefty's  Honour  will  be  gracioufly  appro- 
ved, and  that  we  fhall  be  directed  what  further  we  are  to  do  in  this  matter, 
which  we  apprehend  may  be  of  a  decifive  confequence  ;  for  wc  find  thofe  among 
the  Dutch  who  appear  to  be  more  cordially  difpofed  to  fuch  a  Peace,  as  may  Re- 
eftablifh  a  good  Harmony  between  Her  Majsfty  and  the  States,  which  they  take  to 
be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  our  mutual  Preservation  ;  we  find  them  fully  reiblved 
either  to  retain  Tournay  and  have  Ccnde  yielded  to  them,  (though  we  think,  if  Ne- 
ceflity  require,  they  may  be  perfwaded  to  let  fall  the  latter,)  or  to  take  one  of 
thefe  two  Courfes  j  namely,  either  to  come  into  any  Terms  that  France  pleafes, 
or  continue  the  War  at  all  Hazards  $  the  former  may  in  our  Opinion,  be  more  pro- 
bable than  the  latter,  the  points  of  Commerce  being  fo  very  cafy  to  be  accommo- 
dated, and  other  Equivalents  not  fo  very  difficult.  And  if  they  mould  by  fuch  a 
motive  of  Defpair  get  the  ftart  of  us,  it  may  happen  to  leffen  the  confideration 
France  now  fliews  for  Her  Majefty'sFriendfhip. 

We  had  wrote  thus  far  when  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  defired  to  come  to  us, 
and  being  come,  acquainted  us,  that  they  had  juft  receiv'd  Orders  by  a  Courier 
about  the  Affront  done  to  Monfieur  Mefnager  by  Count  Rcchteren,  which  directed 
them  to  defire  us  to  let  the  States  General  know,  that  His  molt  Chriftian  Majeff  y 
expe&s  the  States  fhall  in  a  publick  manner  difavow  the  faid  Count,  and  then  re- 
move him  from  the  Congrefs ;  they  added,  that  this  Satisfa&idn  is  co  precede  any 
further  Negotiation. 


Lord  TSolingbfoke  to  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries, 
September  loth,   171 2. 

N«.  jt. 

SI  NC  E  I  wrote  what  is  above,  I  have  been  obliged  to  defer  difpatching  my 
Letter,  which  has  given  me  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  my  Lord  Lexington, 
who  is  refolved  to  be  fetting  out  for  Spain  by  the  end  of  this  Week ;  fa 
that  I  hope,  his  LordQiip  will  get  to  Madrid  in  good  time  to  be  there  at  the  Affem- 
bling  of  the  Cortes.  Your  Lord/hips  will,  I  prefume,  think  fit  to  correfpond  with 
him  upon  all  Matters  relating  to  your  joint  Negociation,  and  1  believe  the  belt  way 
will  be  to  have  your  Cor refpondence  pafs  through  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Prior.  I  have 
given  his  Lordfhip  a  Copy  of  the  Cypher  which  was  made  for  the  life  of  the  Fo- 
reign Minifters  in  any  Province  to  write  to  another.  Mr.  Prior  has  likewife  a  Co- 
py of  th<"  fame,  fo  that  your  Lordfhips  may  by  that  means  more  conveniently  carry 
on  the  Cor  refpondence.  I  am  now  to  fpeak  to  your  Lordfhips  concerning  the  dif- 
pnte  meation'd  to  be  arifen  in  yours  of  the  Second  of  September,  between  your 
Lordfhips  and  the  Minifters  of  France;  it  is  certain,  that  at  the  time  when  the 
Queen  communicated  from  the  Throne  a  General  Sketch  of  the  Project  of  Peace, 
the  French  would  have  been  glad,  having  Lifle  as  an  equivalent  for  Dunkirk,  to 
have  fav'd  Conde  and  Maubenge,  and  to  have  departed  from  Tournay  ;  this  your 
Lordftups  have  Reafon  to  be  fenfible  of  as  well  as  I ;  and  you  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  in  the  Plan  brought  hither  by  the  Abbot  Guiltier,    the  King  of  France  begs 
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for  Tournty,  rather  than  inlifh  upon  it  ;  bill  I  many  oihet  ill  confcqucncei, 

which  the  unaccountable  Obftinacy  of  the  I  d,  ;md  will  I  fear  con- 

tinue to  produce,    this  is  one,  that  the  French  Aie encouraged  to  i 
only  endeavoured  to  favc.    The  Plan  above- DO  ■>  underftood  to  be  no- 

thing more  than  the  Ultimatum  of  the  Offers  of   France,  and  almoft  every  Article 
in  it  might  have  been  improved  and  built  upon,  it  the  Allies  had  then  unanimoully 
relumed  the  Conferences  ;  but  France  has  now  gathered  Strength  by  our  Divili 
and  is  grown  Sanguine  enough  to  Rc-cftablifh   the  lame  Plan  as  the  Ultimatum  of 
Her  Conceflions.    I  fay  thus  much  to  your  Lordlhips,  upon  a  Subject  which  is  ti 
enough,  only  to  introduce  this  Propoiitiju,  that  the  Dutch  have  no  Body  to  blame 
but  thcmfelves,  as  I  believe  your  Lordlhips  once  very   juftly  told  them,  if  their 
Terms  of  Peace  mould  fall  fliort  even  of  thofc  contained  in  Her  Majcfty's  Speech. 
Her  Majcfty,  my  Lords,  is  fenlible  of  the  concern  which  you  cxprefs  for  Her  Ho- 
nour, and  will  noc,  you  may  be  furc,  fuffer  Her  fclf  to  be  a  Party  to  any  thing 
which  may  appear  contradictory  to  what  (he  has  once  advanced  ;  but  there  is  more 
in  the  prefent  Cafe,  and  although  perhaps  the  yielding  of  Tournty  might  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  Terms  of  Her  Speech,  yet  ihould  the  Queen  confent  to  this  Expofition 
of  it,  fuch  confent  would  he  almolt  a  formal  Acquit-Hence  to  the  Reftoration  of 
this  place  to  France,  and  this,  my  Lords,   is  what  Her   Mijcfty  will  avoid  •,  fhe 
will  by  no  means  fide  with  France,  to   tyc  down  Her  Allies  in  any  Inlfauce,  and 
it  is  with  the  utmolt  Regret  that  (he  fees  them  perfevcre  in  a  Conduct,  which  muft 
necellarily  give  the   Enemy  an   Advantage   over  them  ;    on  the  other  hand,  the 
Queen  thinks  that  whilft  they  continue  to  vefufe  to  come  into  Her  Meafurcs,  (he 
is  under  no  Obligation  of  entering  very  far  into  Contention  for  ihem.    I  hope, 
the  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  will  come  from  France,  and  that  when  they  have  fo 
many  other  Qaarrels  to  decide,  that  Court  will  go  back  from  a  Mcafure,  which 
muft  involve  them  in  a  difpute  with  the  Queen.    1  had  almoft  forgot  to  fay,  that  I 
have  Reafon  to  think,  that  if  the  Dutch  were  come  to  fome  Confiftcncy  amongft 
themfelves,  and  it  was  certain  what  would  bring  them  into  the  Peace,  the  French 
would  be  lefs  Stiff  on  their  Score. 


Lord  'Bolingbroke  to  Mr.  Trior •,  September  iotb± 

1712.  o.  s, 

N°.  ;*: 

I  Was  equally  furprized  and  vexed  to  find,   that  by  the  uncouth  way  of  ex- 
plaining the  Queen's  Senfe,    you  had  been  led  to  imagine,  that  it  was  intended 
my  Lord  Lexington  .mould  make  any  Difficulty  of  Seeing  and  Complimenting 
the  King  of  Spain  as  fuch. 

We  fpent  above  three  Hours  in  penning  Minutes  ycfterday  upon  this  Head, 
which  was  long  ago  adjufted.  I  fuppofe  the  lnfhuftions  will  be  at  laft  clear,  but 
my  Lord  Lexington  having  been  prelent  at  the  Debate,  his  undcrftanding  of  the 
matter  will  make  amends  for  any  dark  ambiguous  Article  which  may  be  in  them. 

Dartmouth  is  to  communicate  the  Queen's  Orders  herein  to  you,  that  fo  you 
may  be  able  to  fatisfy  the  French  Minifters,  and  they  to  prepare  the  Sfarifb  Mi- 
nilters  ;  however,  1  will  venture  to  tell  you  in  a  few  Words  whst  I  underlt  m 
to  be  the  meafure  of  Lord  Lexington's  Conduct.  As  foon  as  he  arrives  ac  Madrid; 
he  will  notify  his  Arrival  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  will  when  he  fees  this 
Minifter  let  him  know,  that  the  Queen  has  fent  him  timber  to  Compliment  the 
King  in  her  Name,  to  be  a  Witnefs  of  the  feveral  Renunciations,  and  other  Afts 
requifite  to  coropleat  the  Execution  of  the  Article  agreed,  upon  as  neceffary  to 
prevent  the  Union  of  the  two  Monarchies ;  that  after  this,  he  is  to  proceed  to  fet- 
tle fuch  matters  of  Commerce,  and  other  Affairs  as  are  for  the  mutual  Intercft  of 
both  Nations,  and  fo  take  the  Character  of  AmbalVadour  upon  him  ;  my  Lord  will 
at.  the  fame  rime  produce  his  Credentials*  and  give  the  Secretary  a  Copy  of  therrt 

if 
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if  be  defires  it.  In  this  Conference  be  will  further  take  Notice  of  the  feveral  Cef- 
fions  made  by  the  King  of  France,  in  behalf  of  his  Grandfon  to  the  Queen,  and 
will  fpeak  of  them  as  Points  which  he  looks  upon  to  be  concluded.  He  will  like- 
wife  give  a  Memorial  of  them  in  Writing,  fign'd  by  himfelf,  to  the  Secretary,  and 
expect  from  him  an  A  (Tent  in  the  King's  Name  in  Writing  alfo,  and  Sign'd  by 
the  Secretary. 

This  feems  natural,  civil,  and  unexceptionable  •  but  any  other  Scheme  is  abfurd 
and  inconiiftent  with  all  the  reft  of  our  Proceedings. 

For  God  fake,  Dear  Matt,  hide  the  Nakednefs  of  thy  Country,  and  give  the  belt 
turn  thy  fertile  Brain  will  furnifh  thee  with  to  the  Blunders  of  thy  Country  Men, 
who  are  not  much  better  Politicians  than  the  French  are  Poets. 

I  have  writ  in  great  hafte  a  prodigious  long  Letter  to  Monfieur  dc  Tony,  which, 
I  believe,  he  will  fliew  you  \  but  for  fear  he  mould  not,  I  enclofe  in  this  an  Ex- 
tract of  part  of  it,  which  relates  to  a  matter  that  has  given  Lord  Treafuver  and 
your  humble  Servant  no  fmall  Trouble  in  Cabinet.  The  Copy  of  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries difpatch  of  the  2d  of  September,  which  1  likewifc  fend  you,  will  fhew  you 
how  a  difpute  now  on  Foot  at  Vtrctcbt  begun  ;  you  will  obfei  ve  that  their  Lord- 
fhips  are  very  warm  in  it,  and  I  can  affurc  you  we  have  thofe  who  are  not  a  jot 
cooler. 

The  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  muff  come  from  you,  it  is  matter  of  Management 
and  Appearance,  more  than  of  Subftance ;  and  the  Court  of  France  muft  be  lefs 
Politick  than  I  think  them  at  any  time,  and  more  anreafonable  than  1  think  them 
at  this  time,  not  to  come  into  a  Temperament  upon  a  matter  unneceffarily  ftarted. 
You  muft  begin  by  making  Monfieur  de  Tony  not  only  to  underftand,  but  own  he 
underftands  the  Propofition  which  I  am  fure  he  remembers,.  I  more  than  once  re- 
peated to  him  when  I  was  in,  France,  upon  various  Occafions,  and  which  I  have 
again  ftated  as  clearly  as  I  am  able.  The  Queen  can  never  do  any  thing,  which 
fhall  look  like  a  direct  Reftraint  on  Her  Allies  from  demanding  what  they  judge 
neceffary  ;  but  as  long  as  they  aft  the  part,  which  they  now  do,  fhecan  very  jnftly 
be  Pafiive  and  Neuter  as  to  their  Interefts,  and  if  Her  Peace  be  made  before  theirs, 
which  fhe  will  not  delay  for  them,  fhe  can  with  the  fame  Juftice  leave  them  to 
make  their  own  Bargain.  This  is  Advantage  enough  for  France,  and  fuch  an  one, 
fairly  fpeaking,  as  a  Year  ago  they  would  have  given  more  than  Tournay  to  have 
been  fure  of  ^  they  muft  not  therefore  prefs  us  to  go  further  than  this,  nor  do  any 
thing  which  may  feem  contradictory  to  what  the  Qpeen  delivered  from  the  Throne. 
That  Speech  they  have  always  owned  as  the  Plan  they  fubmittcd  to,  and  it  varies 
but  little  from  that  brought  hither  by  Gaulticr. 

In  a  word,  the  ufe  which  the  French  will  make  of  the  unaccountable  Obftinacy 
of  the  Dutch  and  other  Allies,  may  in  feveral  Refpects,  and  particularly  for  ought 
I  know  in  this  Inftance  of  Tournay,  give  them  an  opportunity  of  faving  and  gain- 
ing more  than  they  could  have  hoped  for,  and  the  Queen  may  in  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftances  contribute  paffively  to  this  End,  but  actively  fhe  never  can  in  any  Cir- 
cumftances. 

I  think  in  my  own  Opinion,  and  I  believe  fpeak  the  Queen's  upon  this  Occafion, 
that  it  were  better  the  French  mould  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Treaty  declare,  that 
whatever  they  intended  to  have  given  the  Dutch,  when  the  Queen  fpoke  from 
the  Throne,  their  Conduct  has  been  fuch,  and  the  Situation  of  Affairs  fo  alter'd, 
that  the  KiDg  is  refolved  to  have  Tournay  reftored  to  him  ;  I  fay,  I  believe  this 
were  better,  than  to  expeft  that  we  fhould  confent  to  an  Expofition  of  the  Queen's 
Words,  by  which  Her  Majefty  would  yield  the  Town  up. 

Let  the  Conferences  begin  as  foon  as  they  can,  I  dare  fay,  bufinefs  will  not  be 
Yery  fpeedily  difpatched  in  them  ;  in  the  mean  time  we  fhall  go  on  to  ripen  eve- 
ry thing  for  a  Conclufion  between  Us  and  Savoy,  France,  and  Spain,  and  this  is 
the  true  point  of  View  which  the  French  ought  to  have  before  their  Eyes. 

You  will  be  very  fhortly  particularly  and  fully  inftructed  to  fettle  the  Article 
of  North  America,  and  thofe  points  of  Commerce  ftill  undetermined  ;  that  done, 
the  Minifters  may  fign  at  Vtrttcht,  as  foon  as  they  can  hear  from  Lord  Lexington. 

My  Lord  Dartmouth  writes  to  you  concerning  a  Clamour  which  our  Mer- 
chants have  raifed,  as"  if  under  pretence  of  not  carrying  to  Lisbon  or  Barcelona 
des  Proviftons  de  Guerre  ou  de  Bouche,  they  fhall  be  debarred  from  their  ufual 
Traffick  of  Corn  and  Fifh,  which  at  thofe  Places  there  are  great  Demands 
for  in  time  of  Peace  as  well  as  in  War,  and  without  any  confideration  of 
the  Armies  j  the  Difficulty  as  to  Lhbon  feems   to  be  removed  by  the  Portu- 
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Portuguefe  fubmitting  to  come  into  the  Sufpenfion  of  Anns,  and  he  propofes  to  you 
an  Expedient  as  to  Barcelona  ;  but  in  truth  that  War  mult  be  ended  of  courfe  now, 
fince  the  Queen  fupports  it  no  longer,  and  the  Dutch  arc  recalling  their  Fleet  Iron! 
the  Streights.  The  Duke  of  Jrgyle  is  going  immediately  now  away,  and  the  mo- 
ment he  comes  to  Minorca  he  draws  to  him  every  thing  belonging  to  the  Queen  out 
oi Catalonia  i,  the  Imperial  Troops  muft  in  my  opinion  that  moment  fubmit,  and 
compound  for  Tranfportation,  and  when  the  War  is  at  an  End,  I  think  there  can 
be  no  pretence  of  quarrelling  with  us  for  carrying  our  Goods  to  the  People  of  the 
Countrey. 

It  is  now  three  a  Clock  in  the  Morning,  I  have  been  hard  at  Wotk  all  day,  and 
am  not  yet  enough  recovered  to  bear  much  Fatigue  ;  excufe  therefore  the  confufed- 
nefs  of  this  Scroll,  which  is  only  from  Harry  to  Matt,  and  not  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Minifter. 

Your  Credentials  of  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  will  be  fent  you,  together  with 
your  full  powers  by  the  next  Boat,  and  before  Duke  Hamilton  goes  I  will  move  to 
have  you  removed  to  Utretcht,  which  there  will  be  a  natural  handle  for,  as  foon  as 
you  ihall  fettle  the  points  of  Commerce,  and  in  doing  that,  have  given  the  laft 
itroke  to  the  fmilhing  the  Treaty  with  France. 

Make  my  Compliments  to  Madam  Teriol,  and  let  her  know  that  I  have,  I  hope, 
put  her  Affair  into  a  way  of  being  finifhed  to  her  fatisfattion.  1  have  fpoke  very 
earneftly  to  Maffei,  and  have  ufed  the  proper  Arguments  to  Him. 

Adieu,  My  pen  is  ready  to  drop  out  of  my  Hand,  believe  that  no  Man  loves  you 
better,  or  is  more  faithfully  Yours  &c. 

BoLINGBROKE. 

P.  S.  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  Queen  is  pleafed  to  difcharge  the 
Marefchal  Tallard's  Parole,  which  you  may  affure  him,  with  my  Compliments  of 
and  give  any  iignification  neceffary  in  form. 

N°.  33. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  to  Monpear  de  Torcy, 
September  the  ioth  0.  S. 

YOUR  Honour  and  Mine,  which  are  equally  dear  to  me,  will  be  equally  preferv'd 
as  long  as  we  keep  to  that  which  I  have  had  permiflion  to  tell  you,  concerning 
the  Queens  Intentions  upon  the  General  Plan  of  the  Peace.  You  will  remember 
Sir,  I  reprefented  to  you,  that  the  Conduct  of  Her  Majefty  in  refpecl  to  the  Inte- 
reft  of  Her  Allies,  was  in  fome  meafiire  determined  by  their  behaviour  that  the 
violent  meafures  which  they  have  taken  to  Thwart  the  Negotiation  had  the  effect 
of  putting  the  Queen  in  a  condition  of  making  the  Peace  without  waiting  for  their 
concurrence,  that  in  this  cale,  Her  Majefty  wou'd  declare  to  them,  that  She  had 
Sign'd  the  Treaty  with  France  and  Spain ;  and  that  She  would  propofe  to  them  the 
Plan  brought  by  the  Abbot  Gaultier,  as  that  upon  which  they  muft  make  the  Peace, 
and  that  for  the  futureShe  would  have  them  know,  Shecould  a£r.  no  otherwife  than 
by  Her  good  Offices,  as  a  common  Friend  to  all  Parties.  You  will  alfo  remember 
Sir,  that  1  had  the  Honour  to  tell  you,  that  in  cafe  the  Dutch  particularly,  or  the 
other  Allies  Ihould  take  care  of  the  part  of  entring  before  the  conclufion  of  the 
Queens  Peace,  into  concert  with  Her  Majefty,  we  muft  then  keep  the  more  mea- 
fures with  them,  the  Compallion  of  the  People  in  England  would  be  moved,  and 
the  Minifters  of  the  Queen  be  obliged  to  make  Steps,  which  in  the  other  cafe  they 
would  abfolutelj'  refufe  to  do. 

You  lee  Sir,  what  I  advane'd  in  France  by  order  of  Her  Majefty,  and  what  I 
this  day  repeat  by  the  fame  Order,  and  what  you  will  find  punctually  performed. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  King,  feem  to  require  of  Us  fomething  more,  when 
they  inlift  that  the  Queens  Minifters  fhould  propofe  the  holding  a  Conference  which 
Ihould  be  opeffd  by  a  Propolition,  which  appears  in  feme  meafurc  contrary  to  what 
the  Queen  has  faid  in  Her  Speech,  concerning  the  Barrier  for  the  States,  in  the 
difpute  that  is  arifen  between  Your  Plenipotentiaries  and  Ours.  The  Queftion  is 
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Hot  to  know  whether  Tournay  lhall  be  reftored  to  the  King  or  not,  for  in  order  to 
obtain  this  Place,  it  is  not  neceffary  that  you  fhould  begin  in  making  this  Specifick 
Declaration. 

But  the  Queftion  is  to  know  whether  the  Queen  fhould  declare  formally  and 
from  this  time  that  Tournay  lhall  be  reftored  to  France,  for  that  would  be  declaring 
a  Confent  to  the  Explanation  which  your  Minifters  would  give  to  this  Article  of 
the  Speech-  Not  to  fwell  a  Letter  too  much,  which  feems  already  to  become  fome- 
what  tedious,  I  mult  refer  my  felf  to  what  Mr.  Prior  will  have  the  Honour  to  tell 
you  upon  this  Head,  and  I  will  content  my  felf  with  faying,  That  as  it  is  not  difficult 
to  find  out  an  Expedient,  I  hope  we  fhall  avoid  every  thing  that  might  occafion 
a  Difpute  between  the  Minifters  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  fends  twelve  Paffports  for  the  Ships  that  are  ready  to 
fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  which  the  King  of  Spain  defires,  and  Mr.  Prior  will  imme- 
diately put  them  into  your  Hands. 

N°34. 

Offers  of  France  to   demands  for   Eng-   The  Kjngs  Anfwers. 
England.  land. 

I. 

The  King  promifes  to 
confent  without  Difficulty 
to  .all  what  is  contain'd  in 
the  i  ft,  2d,  3d,  4th  and 
5th  Articles  of  the  Speci- 
fick  Demands  of  theQueen 
of  Great  Britain. 
II. 

The  King  will  caufe  all 
the  Fortifications  of  Dun- 
kirk to  be  demoli(h'.d,  as 
well  thofe  of  the  Town, 
as  of  the  Citadel,the  Rife- 
banks,  and  other  Ports  to- 
wards the  Sea,in  the  fpace 
of  two  Months,  and  thofe 
towards  the  Land  in  three 
Months  longer,  to  be  rec- 
koned from  the  day  of  the 
Exchange  of  the  Ratifica- 
tions, the  whole  at  his 
own  Charge,  and  with 
Promifes  not  to  repair  the 
Whole  or  any  Part. 
III. 

The  King  lhall  yield 
the  Ifland  of  Sr.  Cbrifto- 
pher  to  Great  Britain,  as 
likewife  Newfoundland,  on 
Condition  that  the  Town 
of  Placentia  fhall  be  demo- 
lifti'd,  that  the  right  of 
Fifhing  and  drying  Cod 
freely  and  without  Mole- 
ftation  upon  the  faid  Ifland 
of  Newfoundland,  lhall  re- 
main to  the  French  in  the 
fame  Places  where  they 
ufed  to  do  it.  The  little 
Iflands  near  it,  and  thofe 
aeareft  to  Newfoundland, 
lhall 


England  demands,  That 
this  Town  of  Placentia 
fhall  be  yielded  to  her 
in  the  Condition  it  is  in. 


His  Majefty  offers  to 
leave  the  Fortifications  of 
Placentia  as  they  are,when 
he  yields  that  Place  to 
England,  to  agree  to  the 
Demand  made  of  the  Guns 
of  Hudjons  Bay  :  More- 
over, to  yield  the  Iflands 
of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, to  give  up  even 
the  right  of  Fifhing  and 
drying  Cod  upon  the  Coaft 
of  Newfoundland,  if  the 
Englijh  will  give  him  back 
Acadia,  in  confideration  of 
fcfcefe  new  Ceffions  which 
axe 
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fhall  alfo  be  yielded  to 
England,  well  underftood 
that  the  Ifland  oiCapc  Bre- 
ton and  others  of  the 
Gulph  and  Mouth  of  the 
River  of  St.  Laurence,  of 
which  France  is  actually 
in  Pilcflion,  ikall  remain 
to  the  King. 

IV. 

The  King  will  yield  the 
Province  or  Acadia  with 
the  Town  of  Pert  Royal, 
and  its  Dependencies  to 
Great  Britain,  as  alfo  the 
ftreights  or '  Uudfons  Bay. 
V. 

The  French  who  fhall 
leave  the  Countries  which 
are  yielded  above*o  Great 
Britain  in  the  North  Part 
of  America,  fhall  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their 
Effects  from  thence  :  Like- 
wife  the  King  fhall  have 
leave  to  withdraw  from 
thence  the  Guns  and  all 
the  ftores  of  War. 
VI. 

After  the  Conclufion  of 
the  Peace  there  fhall  be 
Commiflioners  named  on 
both  fides,  as  well  for  re- 
gulating in  the  fpace  of  a 
Year  the  limits  betwixt 
Canada  or  New  France  on 
one  fide,  and  Acadia  and 
the  Lands  of  Hudfons  Bay 
on  the  other,  as  ltkewife 
to  agree  amicably  of  all 
the  Reparations  which  are 
juft  and  rcafbnable,  claim- 
ed by  the  one  fide  or  the 
other  for  the  Wrongs  re- 
ceived contrary  to-  the 
right  of  Peace  and  War. 
VII. 

The  Limits  being  once 
fixed,  it  fhall  be  forbidden 
to  the  Subjects  of  both 
Crowns  to  pafs  the  faid  Li- 
mits to  go  by  Land  or  by 
Sea  the  one  to  the  other,  as 
likewife  to  difturb  the 
Trade  of  either  Nation  a- 
mongft  themfelves,  and  to 
difturb  the  Indian  Nations 
who  are  Allies,  or  have 
made  their  Submiffion  to 
either  Crown. 
VIII. 

The  King  will  give  leave 

to  the  Houfe  of  Hamilton, 

Colonel 


are  propofed  as  an  Equi- 
nt. 

In  this  cafe  hisMajefty 
would    conient   that 
River  ot  St.  Qmge  ihould 
imit  of  Acadia,  as 
England  has  deiired. 

If  the  Plenipoti 
of  the  Crown  do  i 
admit  of  any  Expedient 
for  the  Reflitution  of 
dia,  the  King  rather  than 
break  off  the  Negotiation, 
will  agree  to  their  De- 
mands, that  is  to  fay,  to 
leave  Placcntia  fortified, 
and  reftoro  the  Guns  of 
Hudjons  Bay,  well  under- 
ftood that  the  Offer  of 
yielding  of  the  Man. Is  of 
St.  Martin,  and  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  that  of  de- 
fifting  from  the  right  of 
Fifhing  and  drying  Cod 
upon  the  Coaft  of  New- 
foundland fhall  be  null, 
and  look'd  upon  as  if  they 
had  not  been  made. 


That  the  Duke  of  Rich-,  The  Dufce  6f  RhbmonS 
moni  may  inherit  from  his  having  obtained  Letters  of 
Mother.  **««' 
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Colonel  Cbarlet  Douglaffe, 
and  others,  to  lay  before 
him  after  the  Peace  their 
Rights  and  particular  Pre- 
tentions, and  will  do  them 
Juftice. 


• 


IX. 

The  King  promifes,  in 
the  Name  of  the  King  of 
Spain  his  Grandfon,  that 
Gibraltar  and  Port  Mabon 
fliall  remain  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Englilb. 


That  the  4th  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Rijwick  be 
abolilhed,  and  that  the 
King  fhall  not  hinder  that 
the  Affairs  of  Religion  in 
the  Empire  be  regulated 
on  the  Foot  of  the  Treaty 
of  Munfter. 

That  there  fhall  be  yield- 
ed to  England  an  extent 
of  Ground,  of  two  Can- 
non Shot  round  Gibraltar, 
and  all  the  Ifland  of  Mi- 
norca. 


X. 

After  the  Peace  fliall  be 
concluded,the  Englilh  fhall 
have  the  Treaty  for  Ne- 
groes, otherways  the  Agree- 
ment of  Ajpento  for  Ne- 
groes, on  the  fame  Condi- 
tions 


That  the  Frencb  may 
not  withdraw  their  Effects 
belonging  to  the  AJJiento, 
but  upon  Englijb  or  Spanilb 
Ships. 


Naturalization   from    the 
King,  fliall  enjoy,    when 
the  Peace  fhall  be  conclu- 
ded, the  Priviledge  annex'd 
to  the  Favour  which  His 
Majefty  has  granted  him. 
The  King  is  willing  in 
regard  to  Enghndjhzt  this 
Affair  fhould  be  regulated 
with  the  Empire,  His  Ma- 
jefty not  intending  to  de- 
rogate from  the  Treaties  of 
Wejlpbalia  as  to  matters  of 
Religion. 

It  is  with  a  great  deal 
of  Trouble  that  the  King 
has  made  the  King  of  Spain 
confent  to  give  Gibraltar  to 
the  EngliJI),the  Intention  of 
that  Prince  being,  as  he 
has  declared  himfelf  feve- 
ral  times,  not  to  give  an 
Inch  of  Ground  in  Spain. 
It  will  yet  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  from  him 
the  leaft  Favour  upon  a 
point  which  is  lb  tender  at 
prefent,  they  preffing  him 
to  renounce  his  Rights  to 
the  Crown  of  France,  and 
that  they  will  have  him 
look  upon  Spain  as  the  on- 
ly Patrimony  that  he  can 
leave  to  his  Pofterity. 

So  that  this  new  demand 
will  certainly  be  refufed, 
and  the  Power  which  His 
Majefty  has  received  from 
the  Catholick  King  is  di- 
rectly contrary  to  this  Pre- 
tenfion. 

As  he  has  not  explain  d 
himfelf  upon  the  entire 
Ceffion  of  the  Ifland  of 
Minorca,  the  King  is  wil- 
ling to  imploy  his  good 
Offices  to  obtain  it  as  a 
fort  of  anEquivalent  for  the 
Ground  which  the  Englijh 
now  ask  about  Gibraltar-, 
and  from  this  time  His 
Majefty  promifes,  that  on 
this  Account  the  whole  I- 
fland  of  Minorca  fhall  be 
yielded  to  them. 

The  concerned  in  the 
Company  of  the  Ajiento 
fhall  be  ftrict ly  bound  to 
the  Terms  of  their  Agree- 
ment :  of  Confequence  they 
cannot  Trade  directly  to 
the 
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tions  that  this  Agreement 
was  made  by  the  King 
of  Spain  to  the  French, 
id  that  the  Company 
which  lliall  be  eftablilhed 
in  England  for  this  Pur* 
pofe,  ihall  have  the  Prero- 
gative to  fet  on  Shoar, 
Sell,  and  Vent  their  Ne- 
groes in  all  the  Places  and 
Ports  of  America  upon  the 
North  Sea,  in  fhatof /Jac- 
tyres,  and  generally  in 
all  t  'lues  and  Ports 
where   ti  of   the 

Company  formed  ...  ana 
under  the  Name  or  the  AJji- 
entot  had  leave  to  enter. 


XI. 

The  faid  Agreement  (hall        That  this  Ground  (hall 
be  for  the  Term  of  Thirty     be  shofe   by  the  Evglijb, 
Years,  and  there  fliall  be    a»d  that  the  SpaniJI)  Infpe- 
appointed  for  the  Evglijb    ftor  ihall  be  fupprefled. 
Company    of  the  AJfiento 
an  extent  of  Ground  on  the 
River    Vela  Plata,   upon 
which  they  may  not  only 
lefrefh  their  Negroes,   but 
keep  them  fafe  till  they 
are  fold,  according  to  the 
Conditions  which  ihall  be 
ftipulated  by  the  Agree- 
ment which  is  to  be  made 
for  the  Ajjiento,  and  to  hin- 
der that  this  Licence  may 
not  be  made  an  ill  ufe  of, 
the  King  of    Spain  ihall 
name  an  Officer  to  hinder 
it,  to  whofe  infpettion  the 
concerned  in  the  faid  Com- 
pany, as  likewife  all  thofe 
whom  they  fhall  imploy, 
ihall  be  Subjeft. 
XII. 

All  the  Advantages, 
Rights  and  Priviledges, 
which  are  already  granted, 
or  may  hereafter  be  granted 
by  Spain  to  the  Subjects  of 
France,ot  to  any  other  Na- 
tion whatever,  ihall  like- 
wife  be  allowed  to  the 
Subjefts  of  Great  Britain. 
XIII. 
His  Majefty  promifes 
likewife  that  all  the  Mer- 
chandizes of  the  growth 
and  fabr  ick  ofGreatBritain, 
which  from  the  Ports  of 

Spain,  •  P 


the  Indict  under  . 
of  withdrawing  | 
feds,  they  (hall  abiolute- 
ly   loofe    them,   if 
fhould  be  obliged  to 
ploy  other  Ships  to  load 
them  than  thofe  belonging 
to  their  Com  pa  i 

The  Defign  of  the  Peace 
being  to  procure  the  Mu- 
tual Advantage  of  the 
French  and  of  the  Evglijb, 
it  would  not  he  juft  that 
one  of  the firft  Ad  van  I 
which  itfliouldp: 
England,  lhould  be  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  French  Na- 
tion. If  the  Evglijb  will 
Treat  about  the  Effects  of 
the  French  Company,  they 
will  remove  by  tin's  Expe- 
dient the  inconvenience 
they  apprehend. 

They  know  in  England 
the  Demands  which  were 
made  of  the  King  upon  this 
Head.  His  Majefty  has  ob- 
tained them  with  a  great 
deal  of  Trouble  from  the 
King  his  Grandfbn,  he  can- 
not ask  nor  fuffer  in  his 
Name  new  Additions  to 
what  has  been  already 
yielded  in  Favour  of  the 
Peace-  if  the  Evglijb  be- 
lieve they  ought  to  infill 
to  obtain  new  Advantages, 
they  muft  Treat  directly 
with  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  Spain,  and  to  this  end 
let  them  have  immediate- 
ly the  neceffary  Pafsports 
to  come  to  Utrecbt. 
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Spain,  where  the  Ships  for 
the  Spanid)  Weft  Indies  lhall 
be  cleared,  lhall  be  fent  to 
the  Indies,  lhall  be  exemp- 
ted from  all  Cuftoms,  as 
tvgll  thofe  of  going  in,  or 
coming  out  of  Spain,  as 
thofe  of  going  into  the 
Indies. 

XIV. 
All  the  Articles  above 
mentioned  lhall  be  extend- 
ed in  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
in  the  moft  ample  Man- 
ner, and  the  moft  conve- 
nient, and  there  lhall  be 
added  all  the  Claufes  of 
the  Ceflations  from  Hofti- 
lities,  and  other  reci- 
procal Pledges  j  accor- 
ding to  what  has  been 
done  in  former  Treaties, 
which  lhall  be  recited  to 
have  their  former  Force 
and  Vigour ,  excepting 
thofe  things  which  this 
has  derogated  from,  and 
this  Claule  lhall  be  put  at 
the  end  of  each  Inftru- 
ment. 


Offers  of  France  to     Demands  for  the     The  Kings  Anfaers, 
the  Duke  of  Savoy-        Duke  of  Savoy. 


i. 

His  Right ,  and  his 
Rank,  to  the  Succeflion  of 
Spain  lhall  be  declared  and 
acknowledged  conforma- 
ble to  the  Will  of  Charles 
the  Second. 


II. 

The  King  lhall  reftore 
to    him    Savoy  and    the 
County  of  Nice  wkh  their 
Dependencies. 
III. 

The  King  will  moreo- 
ver yield  to  him  Exilles 
and  Feneftrelles  with  the 
Valley  of  PrageJas. 


It  is  demanded  that  this 
Article  be  put  in  thefe 
Terms.  The  Rank  of  the 
Buke  of  Savoy  to  the  Suc- 
ceflion of  Spain,  lhall  be 
referved  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs ,  according  to 
his  Right. 


His    Royal    Highnefs 
asks  that  belides  the  Val- 
lies  on  the  other  fide  of 
Mount  Geneva,  in  which 
are  comprehended  that  of 
Chateau     Dauphin  ,     Fort 
Barraux,  and  the  Territo- 
ry which  extends  from  that 
Fort  to  the  Frontier  of  Sa- 
voy, as  it  is  mentioned  in 
the  4th  Article  of  his  Spe- 
cified Demands,  the  Vil- 
lages 


The  King  is  willing  on 
account  of  England,  to 
pafs  this  Article  as  it  is 
demanded  by  her,  not- 
withftanding  the  intereft 
which  his  Majefty  may 
have,  to  recite  and  mention 
on  this  occafion  the  Will 
of  Charles  the  Second. 


The  King  cannot  be- 
lieve that  England  defiring 
the  conclufion  of  a  firm 
and  folid  Peace,  will  give 
rile  to  new  Wars,  in  giv- 
ing the  Gates  of  France  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  He  has 
neither  right  nor  even  an 
apparent  pretext  for  to  ask 
as  he  does  a  part  of  Daa- 
phiny,hs  cannot  fupport  up- 
on any  juft  and  reafonable 
Foun- 
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lages  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Rhone  on  the  fide  of" 
Savoy,  the  right  of  Garri- 
foning  Monaca,  and  the  di- 
re£l  Demefn  of  Manton  and 
of  Roquebrun. 


IV. 

The  Ceflions  in  the  Mi- 
imeze  and  others  made  by 
the  Emperor  Leopold  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  fhall  be 
confirmed. 

V. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  That  he  mail  have  pow- 
may  make  fuch  Fortifica-  er  of  fortifying  all  the  pla- 
tions  as  he  fhall  think  fit    ces  he  fhall  think  fit,  not 


in  the  places  acquired  by 
the  foregoing  Treaties,  tho' 
without  derogating  from 
that  of  Turin  in  1696. 


withftanding  the  Treaty 
of  Turin. 


Foundation,  the  pretenti- 
ons which  he  makes 
the  Ellate  of  a  third 
fon,    as  in  the  Prim 
Monaco  ■,  fl>  that  his  iVlaje- 
ity  thinks  that  he  dots  ve- 
ry much  in  leaving,  out  of 
regard  to  England,  Exeigt, 
FeneftreUet,  and  the  Valley 
of  Pragelat  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

He  had  even  reafon  to 
think  from  the  firft  Pro- 
pofals,  that  they  knew  in 
England  that  this  Prince 
ought  to  content  himfelf 
with  the  Reftitution  of  Sa- 
voy, and  of  the  County  of 
,  without  making  a 
further  demand  of  thefe 
two  Places,  which  cannot 
belong  to  him  by  any  Title 
but  by  that  of  War,  and 
that  they  are  convenient 
for  him. 


The  intention  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  is  probably 
to  fortifie  Pignaol  ■,  the  in- 
tereft  of  France  has  not 
changed  fince  the  Treaty 
made  at  Turin,  in  1696, 
it  is  not  of  lefs  importance, 
than  it  then  was  to  hinder 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  from  for- 
tifying that  Town:  one 
may  even  fay  that  the  dan- 
ger would  be  greater,  this 
Prince  acquiring  befides,  E- 
xelles  and  Fenejirelles,  and 
his  Strength  being  increa- 
fed  on  the  fide  of  Italy. 

England  becoming  a 
Friend  to  France,  ought 
not  to  be  lefs  concern 'd  for 
its  quiet,  and  the  Tran- 
quillity of  its  Provinces, 
than  for  the  unnecefTary 
Aggrandizing  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy. 
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VI. 

The  Trade  from  France 
into  Piedmont,  and  from 
Piedmont  into  France, ,  fliall 
be  on  the  Foot  of  the  Trea- 
ty of  Turin. 

VII. 

His  Royal  Hignefs  may 
have  liberty  to  fell  the 
Barony  of  EJfarts,  and  o- 
ther  Eflates  and  Effe&sthat 
he  may  have  in  France. 
VIII. 

The  King  confentsthat 
his  Royal  Highnefs  may 
Increafe  his  Dominions  in 
Italy,  as  much  as  he  fhall 
think'fit. 

Offers  of  France  for 

Pruffia. 

I. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  {hall 
be  acknowledg'd  by  France. 
II. 

The  King  (hall  let  him 
peaceably  injoy  the  Sove- 
reignty of  Neufcbatel  and 
Valengin,  with  promife  ne- 
ver to  difturb  him  in  this 
pofleflion,  nor  to  give  any 
fort  of  Afliftance  to  thole 
who  would  difpute  it  with 
him. 


Demands  for Pruffia.   The  Kings  Anfoers. 


That  the  Counties  of 
Neufcbatel  and  Valengin, 
be  acknowledged  as  Mem- 
bers of  the  HelvetickBody, 
by  theconfent  of  his  Ma- 
jefty. 


III. 

The  Subjefts  of  the 
Crown  of  Pruffia  (hall  en- 
joy as  to  their  Trade  in 
France,the  fame  advantages 
which  fhall  be  granted  to 
the  Subjects  of  Her  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty,and  thole 
of  the  States  General  -,  on 
condition  it  fhall  be  reci- 
procal. IV. 

The  .King  fhall  favour 
with  all  his  Power  the 
Pretentions  of  Pruffia  on 
the  Cantoon  ofGeZier,the 
Town  and  the  Country  of 
Ercklens,o{vr\iich  fhe  makes 
a  Demand,  on  condition 
that  it  cofts  France  nothing 
to  indemnifie  thole  who 
would  difpute  this  Poffef- 
fion  with  Pruffia. 


This  Novelty  does  not 
depend  on  the  Content  of 
the  King,  alltheHelvetick 
Body  is  concerned  in  this 
Propofition,  it  will  not  be 
unanimoufly  received  by 
all  the  Members  who  com- 
pofe  it,  it  will  be  the  in- 
tereft  of  feveral  to  oppofe 
it,  and  perhaps  even  all 
the  Proteftant  Cantons 
won't  be  of  the  fame  mind. 

The  Counties  of  Neuf- 
cbatel and  Valengin  are  Al- 
lies of  the  Swifs,  the  King 
will  promife  to  acknow- 
ledge them  and  treat  them 
on  that  Foot. 
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V. 

The  King  will  give  as       That  it  (hall  be  in    his       The  King  thinks  i     I 
far  as  Twelve  hundred  thou-    Choice,  to  take  the  Money    much,   and   that  i 
fand  Li \xts,French Money,    which   is    offered,  or  the   a   particular  Mark  ot   his 
to  this  Prince,  to  buy  his    Frontier  winch  he  den  >nd, 

Right,  to  the  Principality    in  tranche  Comtc.     He  of-    to   give  Twelve   hundred 
oi  Orange,  fers  only  to  leave  the  King    thoufaht]  .    to     this 

theCaitle  of  To//*,  in  Con-    Prince,   under    |  of 

fideration  of  an  Equivalent,  buying  his  Rights,  which 
Moreover,  rhat  the  Lands  his  Majcfly  knows  he 
of  the  Houle  of  Chalons  cannot  make  ule  of  Iaw- 
fhall  be  adjudged  to  him,  fully  againlt  thole  who 
and  that  all*  the  Edicts  and  have  Prctenfibrtf  to  the 
Decrees  which  have  been  Principality  of  Orange. 
given  againlt  the  Prote-  There  is  then  no  Choice 
Hants  of  Orange  ihalL  be  betwixt  this  Offer,  and  a 
revoked.  Pretenfion  16  ill  grounded 

as  this  of  the  pretended 
Frontier,  which  the  Mini- 
Uersof  PruJJia  have  made 
a  Demand  of  in  tranche 
Comt:. 

The  Sum  Of  Twelve 
hundred  thoularid  Livres, 
which  is  offered  to 
their  Mjfter,  is  a  Prc- 
ient  which  the  King  is 
willing  to  make  him,  for 
the  good  of  the  Peace,  and 
to  colour  it  only  with  a 
pretext  of  buying  his  Rights 
to  the  Principality  of  0- 
range  ;  for  otherwife  the 
King  would  have  no  o- 
therAnfwer  to  make,  than 
to  give  Aflurances,  that  he 
Would  leave  thofe  who 
have  Pretenfions  to  the 
Principality  of  Orange,  the 
liberty  to  follow  them, 
before  the  Tribunals  who 
Ought  to  judge  of  them. 

This  AnfWer  is  the  only 
one  he  can  make  on  the 
Subject,  of  the  Lands  of  the 
Houle  of Chalons  of  which 
not  any  one  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  Sovereignty, 
and  of  confluence  no  pre- 
tence to  withdraw  them- 
ftlves  from  the  Jurifdiftion 
of -the  common  Judges. 

His  Majefty  is  account- 
able to  no  one  for  the  Edicts 
and  Decrees  he  gives  for  the 
Domeftick  Order  of  hi* 
Kingdom. 

VI. 

If  this  Prince  accepts  the 
Conditions  above  -  men- 
tion'd,  the  King  will  give 
him  the  Title  of  Majefty. 


VII. 

The  King  contents,  and  de- 
mands himielfyhat  theThir- 
teen  Cantons  mould  be  in- 
cluded in  the  General  Peace. 
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Offers  of  France  for    Demands  for  Portu-    the  King's  Anfaers. 
Portugal.  gal. 


1. 


THE  King  will  turn 
into  a  Final  Treaty  the 
Provifional  Treaty  conclud- 
ed between  France  and  Por- 
ttfgalm  1700,  referving  to 
himfelf  the  Free  Navigation 
of  the  River  of  Amazons, 
which  is  to  be  in  common 
between  the  two  Nations. 


1*HAT  the  Advantages 
which  have  been  pro- 
miied  to  him  by  the  Houfe 
of  Aujina,  as  well  in  Spain 
as  in  the  Indies,  be  granted 
to  him,  viz.  The  Towns 
of  Badajoz,  Alcantara,  Al- 
buquerque, and  Valencia  in 
Eftramadura  ;  thole  of  Bay- 
on  a,  Vigo,  Tuy,  and  Guar- 
dia  in  Galicia. 

That  all  what  is  betwixt 
the  River  de  la  Plata  and 
the  Braziks  be  yielded  to 
him,  fb  that  this  River 
may  lecve  for  Limits  to  the 
two  Countries. 

That  King  Philip  the  Vth 
yield  to  him  for  a  Barrier 
Coria,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Pue- 
blia  de  Canabria,  and  Mon- 
tery,  with  their  Depen- 
dancies. 

Moreover,  that  Spain  pay 
what  is  due  to  the  Ancient 
Portugal  Company  of  the 
Affiento ;  of  which  Eng- 
land and  the  States  General 
are  Guarantees. 

Laftly,  That  France  yield 
to  him  the  Lands  of  Cape 
de  Nord  in  South  America, 
notwithstanding  any  Provi- 
fional or  Final  Treaty. 


IF  the  King  of  Portugal 
had  conquered  Spam, 
or  contributed  by  mighty 
Armies  to  bring  it  under 
the  Obedience  or  the  Arch- 
duke, he  would  not  make 
larger  Demands  than  thole 
containd  in  this  Article. 
The  Catholick  King  will 
give  nothing  to  the  Portu- 
gueze  in  Spain. 

It  is  not  probable  that  He 
will  be  more  ealy  as  to  the 
Demands  they  make  in  the 
Indies.  This  is  an  Article 
to  be  diicufs'd  between  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  as  alfo  the 
Accounts  which  are  to  be 
adjufted  of  what  is  due  to 
the  Ancient  Portugal  Qom- 
panyofrhcd/fo-z/0. 

One  mult  only  take  no- 
tice, That  if  the  Preten- 
fions  of  the  Portugueze 
were  lilien  d  to,  the  Catho- 
lick King  would  have  only 
the  Name  of  King  of  Spain  -, 
but  that  in  reality  his  King- 
dom would  be  fhared  with 
a  powerful  Enemy  5  that  for 
to  buy  an  uncertain  and 
dangerous  Eftate,  they  will 
oblige  him  to  renounce  his 
Rights  and  thole  of  his 
Poiterity  to  the  Monarchy 
of  France. 

The  King  does  a  great 
deal  for  the  Portuguese,  by 
his  agreeing  that  the  Provi- 
fional Treaty  concluded  at 
Lisbon  in  1700,  fhould  be 
turned  to  a  Final  Treaty  5  it 
is  all  what  his  Majefly  can 
grant  them ;  they  ask'd  for 
no  more  when  they  figned 
the  Treaty  of  an  Oflenfive 
Alliance  with  him  and 
the  King  of  Spain. 

Offers, 
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OJjlrs  of  l-Vancc  for  "pemands  of  the  Hottfe  i  At/jn 

the   Hou\c  of  Au-        o/Auiuia,   and  of 
Una  and  the    Lm-        the  Empire. 
pnc. 


I. 

THE  Rhine  fhall  be 
the  Boundary  betwixt 
I'rancc  and  the  Empire  ; 
io  that  the  King  will  return 
Brifac  and  Fort  dc  Kell  in 
the  Condition  they  are  in, 
will  yield  Landau  in  the 
Condition  ir  is  in,  will  de- 
molifh  all  the  Forts  he  is  in 
Pofleflion  of  on  the  other 
fide  of"  the  Rhine,  and  in 
the  Rhine,  Fort  Lewis  to 
be  comprehended  among!! 
them,  ;is  alio  that  of  la 
File  near  Srrasburg;  on  Con- 
d  it  ion,  and  not  other  wile, 
that  the  King  ffiall  retain 
all  what  he  is  in  Pofleflion 
of  on  this  fide  of  the  River, 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  of 
Ryfwick. 


TH.u  Strdtburg  be  re- 
turned, Uonmgcn  and 
new  Brifac  be  demolilhed. 
That  Alfu  e  do  not  re- 
main in  the  Hands  of 
trance-,  but  according  to 
the  Interpretation  which 
the  Empire  and  the  Houle 
of  Au firm  do  give  t.o  the 
literal  meaning  of  the 
Treaty  of  Munjtcr. 


TH!     King   (fall  kep 

efty, 
not  al  ilcquence 

of  the  Rights  which  the 
n  of  the  Alface  gave 
him  to  that  Town,  but 
Hkewile  tor  an  Kxuiangefor 
I  y.rg,  Bnfac,  and  of 
the  Right  or  Garifoning  of 
Phi/ipsburgb,  which  his 
Majelty  acquired  by  the 
Treaties  of  IVeJipha/ia  and 
fiimeguen. 

The  Fortifications  of  Krto 
Vnfac  (hall  iublift,  this 
Place  being  neceflary  for  a 
Barrier  for  France,  when 
fhe  returns  Old  Brifac  to 
the  Houfe  of  Aiftria. 

There  is  no  other  Inter- 
pretation to  be  given  to  the 
Treaty  of  Mur.fter,  as  to 
the  Pofleflion  of  Alface, 
than  the  Meaning  which 
was  underftood  by  the  Am- 
balTadors  and  Minifters 
who  Sign'd  the  Treaties  of 
ftimigueh  and  Ryjbick, 

rf. 

The  King  fhall  acknofa 
ledge   the  EleQor  of  Ha- 
nover. 

III. 

The  Elector  of  Treves  He  demands  his  Re-efta-  The  King  promifes  to* 
fhall  be  re-inftated  in  the  blifhmcnt  as  Grand  Prior  of  obtain  from  the  King  of 
Pofleflion  of  his  Town  of  Cajiile,  and  the  Reftitution  Spain,  that  the  Grand  Pri- 
Treves,  and  generally  in  all  of  the  Fruits,  which  he  orfhip  of  Cajiile  fhall  be 
What  belongs  to  him.  prerends  have  only  been  fe-   returned  to  the  Eleftor  of 

queftred.  Trcvet. 

As  to  the  RellftutiOn  of 
the  Fruits,  his  Majelty 
promifes  his  Offices  to  pro- 
cure it,  nor  knowing  the 
Cuftorn  of  Spain  in  fuch 
Cafes  -,  and  this  is  another 
Point  to  be  difcufs'd  with 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  that 
«.  Grown. 


The 
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IV. 


The  King  confenrs,  if  It  is  demanded  that  the  As  the  Matter  relates  par- 
the  Empire  thinks  fit  that  Article  of  Religion  be  de-  ticularly  to  the  Empire,  the 
the   Landgrave    of  Hep-   cjded  by  the  Empire.  King  confents  it  mould  be 


Cajfel  be  put  in  pofleffion 
of  Rbinfelt,  St.  Gour,  and 
Kate,  -on  condition  that 
Matters  of  Religion  are  kept 
on  the  fame  Foot  they  now 
are. 

V. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria  in  parti- 
cular, the  King  promifes, 
that  the  King  of  S/w/'a  (hall 
yield  to  them  the  Kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sardinia,  the 
four  Places  in  Tufcany  -, 
and  as  to  the  Dutchy  oi'Mi- 
lan,  that  of  it  which  (hall 
not  be  yielded  to  the  Duke 
of Savoy. 

The  Spanijh  Netherlands, 
excepting  the  Town  and 
Territory  oi'Gueldre,  which 
are  to  be  kept  by  Pruffia, 
as  it  is  explain'd  abote. 


referr'd  to  its  Decifion. 


VI. 

TheWhole  on  Condition 
that  the  Electors  of  Cologne 
and  Bavaria  be  reeftablif hed 
rn  their  Dominions,  Digni- 
ties, Goods,  and  Movea- 
bles,^. 


Sicily  is  demanded 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 


for 


They  will  not  be  againft 
the  Dutchy  of  Bavaria's 
being  returned  to  the  Ele- 
ctor of  that  Name,  and 
that  he  (hall  be  the  ninth 
and  laft  Elector,  on  Con- 
dition that  he  fhall  give  up 
his  Pretentions  to  the  Upper 


The  King  and  the  King 
of  Spain  not  only  engaged  to 
the  Elector  of  B<nww  to  re- 
eltablilh  him  in  his  Domini- 
ons, but  alio  to  make  him  an 
Amends  for  the  Lolles  he 
has  fuftained  during  the 
Courfe  of  this  prelent  War. 

It  is  on  this  Account  that 
the  Catholick  King  has 
yielded  to  him  the  Spanifl) 
Netherlands-,  if  it  mult  be 
that  the  Elector  muff  defift 
from  them  for  the  Good  of 
the  Peace,  the  King  and  the 
King  of  Spain  are  obliged 
to  make  him  lbme  other 
Amends ;  the  Kingdom  of 
Sicily  \%  the  only  State  which 
Spain  can  give  to  this  Prince, 
and  to  fatisfie  the  Engage- 
ments entred  into  with  him. 

It  is  the  more  neceflary 
to  ftipulate  this  Condition, 
being  it  appears  that  the 
Empire  oppoie  his  being 
xe-eftablifhed  in  his  Rank 
of  Firft  Elector -,  and  that 
it  is  demanded  that  the 
Upper  Palatinate  mould 
be  kept  by  the  Elector 
Palatine,  and .  after  him 
by  Prince  CJyarles  of  Neu- 
bourg,  his  Brother  ;  not  to 
return  to  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia or  his  Children,  but 
after  the  Death  of  thefe 
Princes. 


Tho'  this  Condition  be 
prejudicial  to  the  Elector  of 
Havana,  the  King  is  wil- 
ling to  content  to  it,  allow- 
ing the  A  mends  of  the  King- 
dom of  Sicily,  becaule  the 
Title  of  King  will  wip^ift" 
what  is  (hocking,  in  £»>g 
the 
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Palatinate,  and  the  Diyiity 
of  Firit  Kleaor,  without 
Hopes  of  enjoying  it,  but 
after  the  Death  of  the  Ele- 
ctor Palatine,  and  of  Prince 
Oar/et  of  TSeubourg,  his 
Brother. 

And  as  to  the  Bettor  of 
Cologne,  when  he  fhall  be 
rcinitated  in  his  Domini- 
ons, it  fhall  be  in  the  choice 
of  the  Allies  whether  they 
will  Garifon  the  Town  of 
Bonn  or  not. 


VII. 

A  General  Pardon  fhall 
be  granted  reciprocally  to 
the  Subjects  of  all  the  Parts 
of  the  Spamfh  Monarchy, 
who  fhall  have  followed' 
different  Parties  in  thisWar, 
with  Reftitution  oft  heir  Ho- 
nours and  Eltates. 


thelali  ficclcr,  which  ther 
will  give  him  inftead 
the  in  ft    Place  he  had  in 
the  Electoral  College. 


Hrs  Majelty  propoft  , 
that  the  Fortifications  of 
Bonn  fhould  bcderoolifh'd, 
and  this  Expedient,  fecms 
more  fuitable  to  him  than 
to  put  aGarifbn  in  thatPlacc, 
which  does  not  depend  on 
the  Elector  of  Cologne. 


Offers  of  France  for 
the  States-General. 

I. 

TH  E  Catholick  Low- 
Count  rjes,  except  what 
part  the  King  is  to  keep,  and 
the  Exception  above-men- 
tioned of  Gelder,  fhall  be- 
long in  Property  to  the 
Houle  of  Aitjlr'u. 

II. 

The  Earner  fhall  be 
formed  out  of  the  Spanijh 
Netherlands,  as  they  are 
now  pollefs'd  by  the  Allies, 
to  which  Luxemburg  (hall 
be  added,  referving  the 
Principality  of  Thirty  thou- 
land  Crowns  per  Aim.  given 
by  the  King  of  Spain 
to  Madam  the  Princeisak/ 
Vrfmi,  jK'awur,  Cbarleroy 
Aeivport,  Tptes  and  its 
Chatelane,  Furnes  and  Fur- 
nambac ,  Knocque ,  Menin 
and  its  DiftricT: ;  on  Condi- 
tion that  Lille,  in  the  lhite 
it  now  is  in,  with  its  De- 
pendencies, lhall  be  returned 
to  France  as  an  Equivalent 
for  the  Demolition  of  Dun- 
kirk, and    Toumay    with 


Demands  for    tj)e 
States  General. 


The  Kings  Anfwers. 


Befides  the  Places  ohVd 
for  the  Barrier,  the  Cellion 
of  Toumay,  and  the  Dittrift 
fit'  Toumay  is  demanded  \ 
as  like  wilt  Cor.de,  the  Guni, 
and  Stores  of  War,  wlych 
are  in  the  Places  which  Me 
to  he  yielded. 

Moreover,  a  Renunciati- 
on for  ever,  for  all  the 
Kings,  Princes,  and  Prin- 
ccfles  of  the  Blood-Royal 
of  Frame,  to  all  Rights 
preientorto  come,  or  which 
poff.bly  may,  to  all  what 
fhall  compoie  the  Barrier 
in  whole  or  in  part. 

It  is  rcfufed  to  agree  a- 
bout  the  Principality  grant- 
ed or  referved  for  the  grin- 
cef  s  dej  Urfini. 


The  King  infills  upori 
the  Reftitution  of  Tournay, 
and  the  Diltrift  of  Tournay, 
as  being  eflential  to  lecure 
the  Barrier  which  France 
has  occafion  for  on  the  fide 
of  the  Low-Countries. 

This  Barrier  is  the  more 
imporrant ,  being  the 
Strength  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria  becomes  formida- 
ble, by  the  re-unit' ng  To 
many  confiderable  Domini- 
ons in  the  Perfbn  of  the 
fame  Prince.  Fvery  th;ng 
is  to  be  fear'd  from  lb  dan- 
gerous a  Neighbour,  who 
applies  himfelf'more  to  his 
.Affairs  than  any  of  his 
Predeceflbre ;  who  glories 
*    R  iri 


the  Diftria  of  Tournay, 
Douay,  Bethune,  Aire,  St. 
Tenant,  and  Boucbain,  in  the 
Condition  they  are  in, 
with  what  belongs  to  them, 
as  likewiie  all  the  Guns  and 
Stores  of  War,  which  (hall 
be  found  in  them,  in  Ex- 
change for  the  Places  which 
France  adds  to  fortifie  the 
Barrier,  and  thole  which 
will  be  yielded  by  the  Ele- 
ctor of  Bavaria,  who  is 
actually  in  Poffeffion  of 
them. 


■"r* 
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in  following  the  Steps  of 
Charles  the  Vth.  and  does 
not  conceal  the  Defign  he 
has  to  aggrandize  himlelf. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  nei- 
ther, but  that  he  will  be 
powerfully  affifted  by  the 
Republick  of  Holland,  Ex- 
perience having  1  hewn,  that 
tar  from  being  afraid  of  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  .4*- 
Jiria,  this  Republick  makes 
its  Glory  and  Safety  con- 
fift  in  multiplying  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Dominions  of 
this  powerful  Houle. 

The  fame  Reaibu  of  Se- 
curing the  Frontier  of  his  Kingdom,  requires  that  the 
King  mould  keep  the  Town  of  Conde-,  and  his  Majefty 
will  not  relax  any  thing  upon  this  Article. 

Being  he  knows  all  the  Confequences  of  it,  he  will  be 
very  fenfible  of  the  Pleafure  which  England  will  give 
him,  in  contributing  that  Tournay  and  its  Diftrift  may 
be  reftored,  and  caufing  all  Demands  about  Condi  to  be 
laid  afide:  And  to  give  real  Tokens  of  it  to  that  Crown, 
his  Majelfy  will  oblige  himfelf \  that  \f  Tournay  and  its 
Diftricl  are  return'd  to  him,  that  all  Demands  about 
Conde  be  laid  afide,  and  that  he  keeps  that  Place  by 
the  Peace.  In  this  cafe  he  will  content,  purely  out  of 
Regard  to  England,  to  fill  up  the  Port  oi  Dunkirk ;  tho' 
his  Majefty  being  fenfible  of  the  Damage  that  this  Article, 
To  ftrenuoufly  demanded  by  the  EngliJIj,  will  be  to  him, 
has  always  refilled  to  agree  to  it. 

He  will  moreover  content  to  derrjolifh  the  Fortifica- 
tions of  Burgh  St.  Dinox,  with  Fort  Frangois  which  be- 
longs to  it;  and  even,  if  it  is  neceflary,  to  yield  this 
demolifhed  Town  to  the  Prince  to  whom  the  Nether- 
lands mail  belong. 

He  will  likewife  content  to  leave  the  Cannon  and  the 
Stores  of  War  which  fhall  be  found  in  the  Places  he 
will  yield,  on  Condition  that  the  Cannon  and  Stores  of 
War  do  likewife  remain  in  the  Places  which  fhall  be 
yielded  to  him,  and  belong  to  his  Majefty. 

The  Agreement  ought  to  be  reciprocal  j  either  to  leave 
all  the  Artillery,  and  what  belongs  to  it,  in  the  Places 
which  are  to  be  yielded,  as  well  on  the.  King's  fide,  as 
on  that  of  his  Enemies ;  or  to  regulate  the  Quantity 
which  fhall  be  left  in  each  of  the  Places. 

The  Renunciation  which  is  demanded  of  the  King, 
is  a  Claufe  taken  out  of  the  Preliminaries  of  1709. 
There  would  be  many  Reafbns  to  refute  it,  as  unnecefiary, 
and  even  as  ablurd ;  but  his  Majefty  is  willing  to  agree 
to  it. 

Being  the  Principality  referv'd  of  the  Prinoefs  desUr- 
fini  has  no  relation  to  the  Publick  Affairs,  the  King  de-^ 
fires  the  Difficulty  on  this  Head  may  be  fiirmounted. 


III.  As 
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m. 

As  to  the  Trade  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  it  (hall  be 
on  the  fame  Foot  as  it  was 
in  the  Reign  of  Charles  IL 
And  as  to  that  of  France, 
it  (hall  be  as  it  is  ftipulat- 
ed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ryf- 
roick;  and  the  Tariff  of 
j  664.  (hall  be  followed, 
excepting  the  four  Species 
of  Merchandize,  on  the 
Conditions  which  (hall  be 
agreed  upon. 


It  isTelerv'd  to  treat 
concerning  the  four  Species 
of"  Merchandize. 


The  King  agrees  to  it. 


N< 
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InJiruSiions  for  our  Right  Trufly  and  Well-beloved  Confm 
and  Councellor  Henry  Vij count  Bolingbroke,  whom 
We  have    anointed   to  go    to  the  Court  of  France. 


ANNE  R. 

T7"  O  U  are  immediately  to  repair  to  the  Court  of  France  -t  and  being  arriv'd  there, 
Jf     to  demand  an  Audience  of'  his  molt  Chriftian  Majelty. 

You  are  to  preftnt  to  this  Prince  our  Letter  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  you, 
and  to  acquaint  him  that  We  obferve,  with  great  Concern,  that  new  Difficulties 
have  arilen,  and  new  Delays  have  been  created  in  the  Negotiation,  which  we  thought 
on  the  Point  of  being  concluded :  That  we  have  lent  you  over  fully  inftru&ed  in 
all  Our  Intentions,  and  fully  authorized  to  treat  and  fettle  every  Thing  neceffary  to 
remove  the  ObftrucYions  which  hinder  the  General  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  from  taking 
place:  That  you  are  likewife  empowefd  to  concert  with  his  Minilters  the  moft 
proper  Means  of  preventing  fuch  other  Differences  as  an  be  now  fbreleen,  and 
of  fettling  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  fuch  a  Courfe  as  may  bring  it  to  a  happy  and 
ipeedy  Conclufion. 

You  are  to  add  the  Aflurances  of  Our  earneff  Defire  to  lee  a  perfecl  good  Un- 
derftanding  between  the  Two  Nations  reltored  j  and  to  ufe  all  other  Terms  of  Civi- 
lity, which  may  be  proper,  in  Our  Name. 

When  you  proceed  to  treat  with  the  Minifters  at  this  Court,  you  will  begin,  by  ac1 
quainting  them,  that  We  have  directed  and  empowefd  you  to  conclude  and  execute 
the  Convention  for  a  General  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  by  Sea  and  Land,  between  Us  and 
France  and  Spain  :  And  We  do  hereby  Authorize  you  accordingly  to  agree  to  the  fame 
for  two,  for  three,  or  four  Months,  or  to  continue  it  till  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace. 

But  whereas  We  have  not  yet  receiv'd  Satisfa&ion  in  thole  Demands  which  We 
have  thought  fit  to  make  in  the  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy:  And  whereas  the  Set- 
tlement of  the  Term  for  the  Sufpenfion  of  .Arms  muff  in  great  meafure  be  govern'd 
by  the  time,  which  the  compleat  Execution  of  the  Article  for  preventing  the  Union  of 
ot  the  Two  Monarchies  of  France  and  Spain,  will  require-,  you  are  therefore,  before 
you  fign  the  Convention  aforefaid,  to  expeft  pofitive  Aflurances  that  the  Terms 
which  we  demand  of  France  and  Spain  (hall  be  made  good  to  his  Royal  Highnels, 
and  as  far  forth  as  poflible  to  adjult  and  determine  the  forms  of  the  feVeral  Renuncia- 
tions and  Settlements. 

As  to  the  Barrier  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  demands  and  judges  neccflary  for  his  Se- 
curity on  the  fide  of  France,  you  are  not  required  to  infill  to  have  thole  Articles  imme- 
diately granted  which  have  been,  hitherto  peremptorily  refus'd  by  his  moftChriflianMa- 
jefty  5  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  you  to  agree  to  any  thing  which  may  foreclofe  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  from  Negotiating  for  himfelf.  This  Point  We  chufe  to  leave  to  be  fettled  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  Two  Powers  concern'd.  But  you  will  not  fail  to  recommend  to  the  French 
Minifters  to  haften  the  Conclufion  oi  it,  iniinuating  to  them,  that  tho'  you  can  agree  to 
the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  without  waiting  to  have  this  Barrier  entirely  fettled  ;  yet  that 
you  do  not  imagine  there  will  be  any  poflibility  of  prevailing  on  Ustofign'  the  Peace 
with  France  and  Spain,  unlefs  full  Satisfaction  be  given  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and 
unlets  We  can  take  him  along  with  Us  in  the  doing  thereof 

There  feems  to  be  little  or  no  difference  between  what  has  been  propos'd  from 
hence,  and  what  is  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  France,  concerning  the  Right  to  be  efta- 
blifh'd  in  the  Duke  ot  Savoy  and  his  Children,  immediately  after  Philip  and  his  Chil- 
dren, to  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies. 

You  are  therefore  to  have  this  Article  again  explaind,  and  to  bring  it  as  near  as 
poflible  to  the  Terms  made  ufe  of  in  the  Memorial  drawn  by  the  Count  de  Maffei  upon 
this  Subject. 

Concerning  the  CeiTion  of  Sicily,  you  are  to  infill  that  it  be  made  in  the  manner 
demanded  by  Us ;  and  that  this  Act  as  well  as  thole  necellary  on  the  precedent  Head, 
be  finifhed  at  the  lame  time  as  the  Renunciations  and  Settlements  of  the  Crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  lhall  be  made. 

You  are  to  refufe  to  confentto  defer  the  actual  Surrender  of  thislfland  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  till  the  General  Peace :  But  you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  that  he  lhall  not  take 
PoiTeflion  thereof,  until  his  and  Our  Peace  be  made  with  France  and  Spain.  In  other 
ref  peels,  you  will  bring  this  Article  likewife  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  Terms  made 
ule  of  by  the  Count  de  Maffei  in  his  Memorial. 

It  leems  too  indifferent  to  either  fide,  whether  a  formal  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  be 
agreed  to  between  France  and  Savoy,  or  not  to  have  this  Matter  much  infilled  on  -,  and 
there  may  be  fome  Realbns  why  in  Prudence  the  Duke  of  Savoys  Accommodation 
fhould  be  yet  a  while  conceal'd.  You  will  therefore  have  the  lefs  regard  to  this  Point, 
and  treat  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  upon  the  Suppofition  and  Condition  of  his  coming 
into  the  Peace  when  We  fhall  do  fo.  And  whereas  it  has  been  furmized  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  might  think  of  exchanging  Sicily  for  fbme  other  Territories  contiguous  to  his 
own,.. which  would  by  no  means  be  agreeable  to  Our  Defign,  or  to  the  Intermits  of 
Our  Kingdoms ;  you  may  therefore  conlent  to  an  Article  to  prevent  the  Exchange  or 
Alienation  of  this  Kingdom  from  the  Houfe  oi  Savoy. 

As  to  the  fecond  Point-which  you  are  to  adjuft,  as  far  forth  as  is  poflible,  We  have 
directed  what  has  been  prepafd  by  the  Civilians  upon  this  Subject,  to  be  put  into  your 
Hands  -r  of  which  you  will  make  the  belt  ule  you  are  able,  and  you  will  endeavour  io 
agree  the  feveral  Forms  in  filch  manner,  and  to  concert  fuch  Meafures  for  the  diSrjiatch 
of  them,  that  when  the  Peribn  whom  We  fhall  think  fitto  appoint  to  be  Witnehes  of 
thefe  Renunciations'  and  Settlements,  lhall  arrive  in  France  and  Spain,  there  may  be 
tis  little  room  as  poflible  left  for  Difpute  or  Delay. 

The  molt  Chriftian  King  being  very  earneft  to  obtain  ibme  Advantageous  Condi- 
tions for  the  late  Elector  of Bavaria;  you  are  to  inform  the  French  Minilters,  thsrt  We 
fliall  readily  agree  to  have  this  Prince  rtftor'd  to  all  which  he  enjoy 'd  in  the  Empire, 
except  his  Rank  of  Firit  Elector,  and  except  the  Upper  Palatinate,  both  which  are' 
to  remain  and  belong  to  the  Elector  Palatine.  We  think  this  a  iufficient  Conceflion 
on  our  part  in  favour  of  the  Prince  abovementiond,  who  being  in  PoiMaonoiJ^amur 
'Luxemburg,  Cbarkrcy.,  and  Newport)  u!le  may  be  made  thereof  in  the  General 
Treaty  of  Peace  •,  and  he  may  have  an  Opportunity  there,  in  Exchange  for  thefe  Piaces 
and  Countries,  to  obtain  fomething  farther  for  himfelf 

You  may  however,  if  you  (hall  find  it  for  Our  Service,  content  on  Our  part,  that 
he  have  the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia  yielded  to  him  -,  for  the  obtaining  whereof,  the 
PoiTeflion  jult  now  mention'd  feems  to  be  an  adequate  Security. 

In  treating  of  the  feveral  Matters  entrulted  to  your  Management,  you  are  to  have 
efpecial  Care  to  avoid  entangling  Us  in  any  new  Engagements  -,  and  for  that  Purpofe, 
you  are  to  fay  and  to  repeat,  that  We  lhall  willingly  enter  into  the  Common  Guaranty 
for  fuppcrting  that  Settlement  of  Europe  which  fhall  be  eftablifh'd  by  the  General 
Peace ;  but  that  We  will  not  be  tied  down  to  any  Stipulation  which  may  oblige 
Us  to  make  War,  and  efpecially  with  Our  old  Allies,  in  order  to  procure  this 
Settlement.  It  is  Advantage  enough  to  France  that  the  Conduct  of  Our  Allies  has 
ma'de  it  reafbnable,  jult,  and  even  necelTary  for  us  to  withdraw  Our  felves  out  of 
the  prefent  War. 

After  you  lhall  have  receiv'd  fufficient  Satisfaction  in  all  the  Points  ^efore  men* 
lion'd,  you  may  proceed  to  fpeak  to  fuch  Articles  as  relate  particularly  to  thelnterefts 
of  Great  Britain,  and  endeavour  to  have  fuch  of  them,  as  there  may  appear  to  be  any 
doubt  concerning,  explain'din  the  molt  Advantageous  manner. 

You 
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You  will  Hkewifc  do  your  belt  to  difcover  upon  the  fevera!  parts  of  the  Genera! 
Plan  of  Peace,  what  the  Real  Ultimatum  of  trance  may  be,  and  upon  this  Head  you 
are  to  fay,  that  when  wc  lhall  conclude  our  Treaty,  it  may  be  expedient  to  fix  a 
time  for  the  Allies  to  come  in.  During  which,  our  good  Offices  (hall  be  cmploy'd 
to  reconcile  the  Difputes  which  may  anfe,  and  to  render  the  Peace  General.  But 
we  lhall  not  do  any  thing  like  impofing  the  Scheme  offcr'd  by  France  upon  our 
Allies,  or  debarring  them  from  the  liberty  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  ftill  better 
Terms  for  themfelves. 

When  you  lhall  have  concluded  the  Convention  for  the  fufpenfion  of  Arms, 
you  may  difpatch  to  Our  Trufty  and  Well-beloved  Sir  John  Jennings  Knight,  Our 
Admiral,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  Our 
Trufty  and  Weil-beloved  William  Chetwynd  Efquire,  Our  Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
the  Republick  of  C?f«o*,and  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  OurTroops  iaCatalonia, 
Our  Orders  which  are  herewith  put  into  your  Hands;  and  at  the  fame  time  you 
are  to  Concert  with  the  Minifters  of  France jiot  only  the  fafe  Retreat  of  the  Empe- 
ror's Forces  out  ot  Catalcnia,  if  his  Imperial  Majcfty  lhall  think  fit  to  withdraw 
them,  but  alfo  the  March  of  the  Vortuguefe  Troops,  which  are  now  ferving  there, 
back  into  their  own  C  ouutry. 

We  have  likewife  Ordered  fifty  Pafles  Sign'd  by  Us  in  Blank,  to  be  put  into 
your  Hands,  which  you  will  exchange  againft  the  like  Number,  as  foon  as  the  Su- 
fpenfion  lhall  be  agreed  :  And  you  may  acquaint  the  French  Minifters  that  more 
will  be  fent  from  hence  by  every  Opportunity. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Windfbr-Caftle,  the  31/?  Day  of  July,   1712.  in  the 
Eleventh  Tear  of  Our  Reign. 

A.  R. 


Hague^  June  the  $th.   17 12.  N.  S. 

N°-  36. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

AFter  all  the  Proofs  which  Your  Majefty  has  given  during  the  courfe  of  Your 
Glorious  Reign,  of  Your  great  Zeal  for  the  Fublick  Good,  and  of  Your 
Adherence  to  the  Common  Caufc  of  the  High  Allies;  after  fo  many  Marks  You 
have  had  the  goodnefs  to  give  us  of  Your  tender  Afteftion,  and  of  Your  Friendlhip 
to  our  Republick  -,  and  after  the  repeated  Afiurances  You  have  given  us,  and  that 
very  lately  too,  of  Your  Intentions,  that  your  Troops  fhould  aft  againft  the  Com- 
mon Enemy,  until  the  War  was  concluded  by  a  General  Peace}  it  is  impoffible 
we  fhould  not  be  Suprized  and  Afflicted  by  two  Declarations  we  have  lately  re- 
ceived one  after  another,  in  the  Name  of  Your  Majcfty  ;  the  firft  by  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  Your  General,  That  he  could  undertake  nothing  without  new  Orders 
from  you  5  The  other  by  the  Bifhop  of  Brijhl,  your  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Con- 
grefs  at  Utrecht ;  That  Your  Majefty  perceiving  that  We  did  not  anfwer  as  we 
ought,  thePropofal  which  you  had  madeus,and  that  We  would  not  aft  inConcert 
with  your  Minifters,  on  the  Subject  of  Peace,  you  would  take  your  Meafures  apart ; 
and  that  you  did  not  look  upon  your  felf  to  be  now  under  any  Obligation  whate- 
ver with  Refpeft  to  Us. 

As  foon  as  We  had  Notice  of  thofe  Declarations,  We  fent  Orders  to  Our  Mini- 
fter,  who  has  the  Honour  to  refide  at  your  Majefty's  Court,  to  reprefent  to  you 
the  Reafons  of  our  Surprize,  and  the  Confequences  of  thofe  Declarations,  and  to 
requeft  you  with  that  Refpeft  which  we  always  had,  and  which  we  fhall  for  ever 
entertain  for  your  Royal  Perfon,That  you  would  give  other  Orders  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,tbzt  he  may  Act  with  all  poffible  Vigour,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the 
War;  And  that  yourMajefty  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  entertain  other  Sentiments 
of  Us,  than  thofe  which  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol  has  declar'd  to  our  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Vtrecht. 

But  the  more  we  confider  thofe  Declarations,  the  more  important  we  find 
them,  and  the  more  we  apprehend  the  Confequences  :  Therefore  we  could  not  for- 
bear applying  our  felves  by  this  Letter  direftly  to  your  Majefty,  hoping  that  you 
will  confider  it,  as  we  promifc  our  felves  you  will,  both  from  your  great  Pru- 
dence and  Wifdom,  and  from  your  fo  much  fam'd  Zeal  for  the  Publkk  Welfare  i 
particularly  from  your  ufual  Friendlhip  and  Affeftion  for  us  and  our  Republick. 
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We  proteft  before  alt  things,  That  as  we  ever  had  a  true  Friend  fhip,  as  well  as 
the  higheft  Refpeft  for  your  Majefty,  and  a  fincere  AfFeftion  to  all  your  Interefts, 
With  an  carneft  defire  to  live  in  a  perfcft  good  Undciftanding  aDd  Union  with 
you  ,  We  have  ft  111  the  fame  Sentiments,  and  fhall  always  preferve  them,  wifhing 
for  nothing  more,  than  to  be  able  to  give  your  Majefty  the  mod  convincing  Proofs 
of  it. 

After  this,  we  pray  your  Majefty  to  confider,  according  to  your  great  Penetra- 
tion, whether  we  have  not  juft  ground  to  be  Surprized,  when  we  fee  a  ftop  put, 
by  an  Order  in  your  Majefty's  Name,  without  our  Knowledge,  to  the  Operations 
of  the  Confederate  Army,  the  Fineft  and  Stronger!  which  perhaps  has  been  in 
the  Field  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  War,  and  provided  with  all  NerefTai  ies 
to  Aft  with  Vigour  ;  and  this  after  they  li3d  March'd  according  to  the  Refolution 
taken  in  Concert  with  your  Majefty's  General,  almoft  up  to  the  Enemy,  with  a 
great  Superiority  both  as  to  the  Number  add  Goodnefs  of  Troops,  and  animated 
with  a  noble  Courage  and  Zeal  to  acquit  themfelves  bravely  •,  fo  that  In  all 
Human  Appearance,  and  with  the  Divine  Affiftance,  which  we  have  experienc'd 
fo  vifibly  on  fo  many  other  Occafions,  we  fhould  have  been  able,  either  by  Battle 
or  Sieges,  to  gain  great  Advantages  over  the  Enemy,  to  have  better'd  the  Affairs 
of  the  Allies,  and  to  facilitate  the  Negotiations  of  Peace. 

We  flatter  our  felves  indeed  with  the  Hopes  which  the  Duke  ofcOrmond  has  gi- 
ven us,  That  in  a  few  Days  he  expefts  other  Orders  ;  But  in  the  mean  time  We 
are  forry  to  fee  one  of  the  fineft  Opportunities  loft,  being  uncertain  whether  we 
fhall  have  another  fo  favourable,  fince  the  Enemy  have  time  given  them  to  Fortify 
themfelves,  and  take  their  Precautions,  while  the  Army  of  the  Allies  lies  ftill 
without  Aftion,  and  confuming  the  Forage  all  round,  deprive  themfelves  of  the 
means  of  fubfifting  for  time  to  come,  inthofe  Places',  where  by  Concert,the  Opera- 
tions of  the  Campaign  were  defign'd  ;  which  may  make  fuch  Enterprises  impoflible 
hereafter,  as  were  practicable  now,  and  confequently  render  the  whole  Campaign 
unfuccefsful,  to  the  ineftimable  Prejudice  of  the  Common  Caufe  of  the  High  Allies: 

Certainly  when  we  confider  the  Army,  as  it  really  is,  compos'd  of  the  Troops 
of  your  Majefties  and  the  other  Allies,  join'd  together  by  Common  Concert,  to  aft 
for  the  greateft  Advantage  and  furtherance  of  the  Common  Caufe,  and  the  AfTu- 
rances  which  your  Majefty  had  given  us  by  your  Letters,  by  your  Minifters,  and 
laft  of  all,  by  your  General  the  Duke  of  Or mond^  of  your  Intentions,  that  your 
Troops  mould  be  ordered  jtb  aft  with  their  ufual  Vigour,  as  well  as  the  En- 
gagements into  which  your  Majefty  is  enter'd,  not  only  with  refpeft  to  us,  but  al- 
fo  feparatcly  and  jointly  with  us,  in  refpeft  to  the  other  Allies,  it's  very  difficult 
for  us  to  conjefture  and  conceive,  how  an  Order  fo  prejudicial  to  the  Common 
;Caufe,giveu  fofuddenly  without  our  Knowledge,  and  undoubtedly  too  without  the 
Knowledge  of  the  other  Allies,  can  agree  and  confift  with  the  Nature  of  an  Alli- 
ance, and  with  thofe  Affirrances  and  Engagements  juft  now  mcntion'd.  For  tho' 
according  to  the  Declaration  of  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol,  your  Majefty  holds  your 
felf  to  be  difengng'd  from  every  Obligation  with  regard  to  Us,  'tis  plain  that  the 
Matter  now  in  Queftion,  is  not  our  particular  Intcreft  or  Advantage,  but  that  of 
all  the  Allies,  who  will  fuffer  by  the  prejudice  which  an  Order,  fo  little  expefted, 
fnuft  needs  bring  to  the  Common  Caufe. 

But,  Afadam,  We  cannot  forbear  telling  your  Majefty,  That  the  Declaration 
made  by  the  Bifhop  of  Briftolnt  Vtrecht,  has  no  lefs  Surpriz'd  us,  than  that  of  the 
Duke  oiOrmond  in  the  Army.  It  appears  to  Us  fo  extraordinary,  that  we  know 
not  how  to  reconcile  it  with  the  great  Goodnefs  and  Kindnefs  which  your  Ma- 
jefty has  always  honour'd  us  with  ;  and  not  being  able  conceive  how  fuch  a  Hid- 
den Change  could  happen  with  refpeft  to  us ;  We  are  not  only  Surpriz'd,  but 
Afflifted  at  it.  We  have  carefully  examin'd  our  Conduft,  and  find  nothing  in 
it  that  can  have  given  Ground  to  that  Diflatisfaftion  which  your  Majefty  exprelTes 
with  us  by  this  Declaration. 

From  the  very  firft  Day  that  your  Majefty  afcended  the  Throne,  we  teftified 
all  the  Deference  that  you  could  defire  from  a  State  in  Friendfhip  and  Alliance 
with  you.  We  carefully  fought  after  your  Amity  and  Affection,  and  confideriag 
the  happy  Effects,  which  a  good  Intelligence,  Harmony  and  Union,  betwixt  your 
Majefty  and  us,  and  the  two  Nations,  might  produce,  and  have  really  produc'd, 
and  the  Advantage  which  refulted  from  thence  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  Common 
Caufe  of  all  the  Allies,  we  made  it  our  Bufinefs  heartily  to  Cultivate  'em,  and 
more  and  more  to  gain  your  Majefty's  Confidence,  and  conferm  our  felves  to  your 
Sentiments  a,s  much  as  poflibly  we  could. 

W« 
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Wc  think  that  wc  gave  a  fignal  Proof  of  this,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Negotiations  of  Peace,  fince  not  only  after  wc  were  inform'd  of  the  Conferences 
formerly  held  in  Englmd  upon  this  Subject,  wedid  expect  that  your  Majcfty  would 
give  us  an  Account  of  them,  having  this  firm  Confidence  in  your  Friendship  for  our 
Rcpublick,  and  in  your  Zeal  for  the  Good  of  the  common  Caufc,  that  nothing 
would  be  done  to  prejudice  us  nor  the  other  Allies;  but  alfo  when  your  Majcfty 
communicated  to  us  the  preliminary  Articles  lign'd  by  M.  Mcfnagtr  in  England, 
and  when  you  propos'd  to  us  the  calling  and  holding  a  Congrefs  for  a  general 
Peace,  and  reqoir'd  of  us  to  grant  for  this  End  neceflary  Palsports  for  the  Enemy's 
Minifters,  we  confentcd  to  it,  tho'  we  had  many  Rcafons,  which  to  us  fcem'd  very 
well  grounded,  not  to  enter  into  fuch  a  Treaty  without  a  better  Foundation,  or  at 
lead  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  other  Allies;  but  we  preferred  your  Majcfly's 
Sentiments  to  our  own,  in  order  to  give  you  a  new  Proof  of  our  Deference. 

We  djd  no  lefs  with  refpeft  to  the  Difficulties  which  were  ftarted  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  the  Treaty  of  mutual  Guaranty  for  the  Succcffion  of  the  Protcftant  Line  to 
your  Majefty's  Kingdoms,  and  for  our  Barrier;  a  Treaty  of  fuch  Importance  to 
the  Two  Nations,  that  we  look  upon  it  as  the  ftrongeft  Tie  that  could  be  thought 
on,  to  unite  for  ever  the  Hearts  and  Intcrcfts  of  both,  concluded  after  the  maturcft 
Deliberation,  and  ratified  on  both  fides  in  the  molt  authentick  Form  ;  for  tho'  we 
might  have  flood  to  the  Treaty  as  it  was,  yet  we  entcr'd  into  a  « Negotiati- 
on upon  thofe  Difficulties,  and  particularly  on  the  Point  of  the  jiffiento^  concern- 
ing which  we  gave  our  Plenipotentiaries  fuch  lnftructions,  that  we  no  longer 
doubted  but  all  the  Difficulties  would  have  been  adjuftcd  to  mutual  Content,  and 
that  we  fhould  thereby  have  entirely  regain'd  your  Majcfly's  Confidence  ;  and  the. 
rather,  becaufe  in  the  fir  ft  place,  when  the  meeting  of  a  Congrefs  for  3  general 
Peace  was  in  hand,  your  Majefty  declar'd  to  us  by  your  Ambaflador,  that  you 
delir'd  no  more  than  our  Concurrence  in  that  fingle  Point,  and  this  only  Mark  oi 
our  Confidence,  and  that  then  you  would  give  us  flrong  and  real  Proofs  of  your 
Affection  towards  us,  and  of  your  upright  Intentions  with  refpect  to  the  common 
Caufe  of  all  the  Allies ;  and  that  afterwards,  when  the  Difficulties  about  the  Suc- 
ceffion  and  the  Barrier  were  rais'd,  your  Majcfty  did  likewife  allure  us,  that  if  we 
would  remit  fomcthing  upon  the  mofl  elTential  Points,  and  particularly  about  the 
Affair  of  the  AJftente,  it  would  be  the  true  way  to  re-cftablifh  a  mutual  Confidence, 
which  being  once  reftor'd,  your  Majefty  would  take  particularly  to  Heart  the  In- 
terefts  of  this  State,  and  aft  in  Conjunction  with  us  in  the  whole  Negotiation  to 
obtain  an  honourable,  good,  and  fure  Peace. 

But  we  find  our  felves  very  much  out  in  our  Expectation,  fince  at  the  very  lame 
time,  when  we  made  the  grcateft  Advances  towards  your  Majefty,  and  that  we 
did  verily  believe  we  fhould  come  to  an  Agreement  about  the  Points  in  Difference, 
we  fee  the  Earl  of  Strafford  gone  without  finifhing  that  Affair,  we  fee  the  Army 
ftopt  in  the  beginning  of  its  Career,  and  we  hear  a  Declaration,  by  which  your 
Majefty  looks  upon  your  felf  to  be  difengag'd  from  all  Obligations  with  us  ;  for 
which  the  Reafons  alledg'd  are,  That  we  have  not  anfwer'd  as  we  ought  the  Ad- 
vances your  Majefty  made  towards  us,  and  that  we  would  not  act  in  Concert  with 
your  Minifters  about  the  Peace. 

If  your  Majcfty  will  be  pleas'd  to  look  with  a  favourable  and  equitable  Eye  upon 
our  Conduct,  we  flatter  our  felves,  and  have  a  firm  Confidence  that  you  will  find 
nothing  in  it,  which  can  give  you  fuch  difadvantageous  Idea's  and  Thoughts  of  us; 
but  that  you  will  rather  find  that  we  have  pcrform'd,  and  do  ft  ill  perform  all  that 
we  are  bound  to,  as  good  and  faithful  Allies,  and  particularly  to  your  Majefty. 

What  we  have  faid  already  might  perhaps  be  fufheient  to  perfuade  you  of  it,  but 
we  muft  add,  that  having  always  efteem'd  your  Majefty's  Affection,  and  a  good 
Harmony  betwixt  the  Two  Nations,  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Supports  of  our  State, 
and  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  effectual  Methods  to  main- 
tain and  advance  our  common  Interefts,  and  thofe  of  the  whole  Confederacy,  and 
this  fincerc  Opinion  being  firmly  imprinted  on  our  Hearts,  we  were  never  back- 
ward to  communicate  and  confult  in  all  Confidence  with  your  Majcfty  and  your 
Minifters  upon  the  Affairs  of  the  Peace,  according  to  the  Foundations  laid  dowu 
in  the  Grand  Alliance  and  other  Treaties  ;  wc  declare  that  we  have  always  becu 
inclinable  and  ready  to  do  it,  and  are  fo  ftitl,  as  far  as  we  can,  without  Prejudice 
to  the  other  Allies,  and  without  departing  from  cr  acting  againft  the  Engagements, 
Treaties  and  Alliances  which  we  have  entcr'd  into. 

But,  Madam,  all  the  Propofals  hitherto  made  to  us  upon  that  Subject,  were 
coueh'd  in  very  general  Terms,  without  communicating  to  us  the  Refult  of  the 
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Negotiations  betwixt  your  Majefty's  Minifters  and  thofe  of  France,  nor  even  your 
Majefty's  Thoughts  about  the  Subjeft,  which  we  ought  to  have  concerted  toge- 
ther ;  'tis  true  that  in  fome  of  the  laft  Conferences  your  Majefty's  Minifters  de- 
manded to  know  whether  ours  were  furnifh'd  with  a  full  Power,  and  authoriz'd  to 
draw  up  a  Plan  for  the  Peace ;  but  it  had  been  juft,  before  fuch  a  thing  was  de- 
manded of  us,  that  they  fhould  have  communicated  the  Refult  of  the  Negotiations, 
fo  long  treated  of  betwixt  your  Majefty's  Minifters  and  thofe  of  the  Enemy's,  or 
at  leaft  they  fliould  have  told  us  your  Majefty's  Thoughts. 

Had  that  Plan  related  only  to  your  Majefty's  Interefts  and  ours,  we  fhould  per- 
haps have  been  in  the  wrong  not  to  have  forthwith  come  into  it,  tho'  even  in  that 
Cafe  the  Affair  would  not  have  been  without  its  Difficulties,  fince  the  leaft  Notice 
of  it  which  fhould  have  come  to  the  Enemy  muft'have  been  very  prejudicial:  But 
as  the  Plan  in  queftion  concern'd  the  Intereft  of  all  the  Allies,  and  almoft  all  £«- 
rope,  we  had  very  ftrong  Apprehenfions,  that  as  the  particular  Negotiations  be- 
twixt your  Majefty's  Minifters  and  thofe  of  France,  and  the  Readinefs  with  which 
we  confented  to  the  Congrefs  at  Vtreeht,  and  to  the  giving  of  Pafsports  to  the  Ene- 
my's Minifters,  had  already  occafion'd  abundance  of  Sufpicions  and  much  Uneafi- 
nefs  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  other  Allies  ^  we  fay,  we  apprehend  that  his 
Imperial  Majefty  and  the  other  Allies  coming  to  know  (which  would  have  been 
very  difficult  to  conceal  from  them,)  the  Concert  betwixt  your  Majefty's  Minifters 
and  ours  for  a  Plan  of  Peace,  and  that  before  the  Minifters  of  France  had  given  a 
fpecifick  Anfwer  to  the  Demands  of  the  Allies,  their  Sufpicions  and  Uneafinefs 
would  have  increas'd,  and  that  way  of  proceeding  might  have  given  them  Ground 
to  entertain  prejudicial  Thoughts,  as  if  it  had  been  the  Intention  of  your  Majefty 
and  us  to  abandon  the  Grand  Alliance  and  the  common  Caufe,  or  at  leaft  that  we 
alone  took  upon  us  to  determine  the  Fate  of  all  the  other  Allies,  by  which  his  Im- 
perial Majefty  and  the  other  Confederates  might  have  been  pufh'd  on  to  feparate 
Meafures,  and  to  take  fuch  Steps  as  would  be  no  ways  agreeable  to  your  Majefty's 
Intereft  nor  ours. 

We  thought  thefe  Reafons  ftrong  enough  to  juflify  our  Conduct  to  your  Majefty 
on  this  Head,  and  if  we  did  not  enter  with  all  the  Readinefs  which  you  might  have 
wifh'd  for  into  the  Concert  propos'd,  we  hope  that  at  moft  your  Majefty  will  look 
upon  our  Backwardnefs  only  as  an  Excefs  of  Prudence  or  of  Scruple,  and  not  in  the 
leaft  as  a  want  of  Confidence  in  your  Majefty,  while  the  Allies  might  have  confi- 
der'd  it  as  a  departing  from  the  Treaties,  and  particularly  from  the  Eighth  Article 
of  the  Grand  Alliance  ;  we  alfo  hope  that  your  Majefty  (for  the  Reafons  here  al- 
ledg'd)  will  lay  afide  thofe  hard  Thoughts  of  us,  as  if  we  had  not  anfwer'd  as  we 
ought  the  Advances  which  your  Majefty  made  towards  us,  and  that  we  would  not 
aft  in  Concert  with  your  Minifters  upon  the  Subjeft  of  the  Peace.  But,  Madam, 
tho'  your  Majefty  fhould  not  acquiefce  in  our  Reafons  fof  which  however  we  can- 
not doubrj  we  pray  your  Majefty  to  confider  whether  that  be  fufficient  for  your 
Majefty  to  think  that  you  are  difengag'd  from  all  Obligations  with  refpett  to  us. 

Had  we  a&ed  againft  and  contraven'd  the  Engagements  and  Treaties  which  vve 
had  the  Honour  to  conclude  with  your  Majefty,  we  might  have  expe&ed  from  your 
Goodnefs  and  Juftice  that  you  would  have  reprefented  thofe  Contraventions  to  us, 
and  not  have  look'd  upon  your  felf  to  be  difengag'd, till  fuch  time  as  we  had  refus'd 
to  give  all  neceffary  Redrefs  ■-,  but  as  we  did  no  ways  engage  to  enter  with  your 
Majefty  into  a  Concert  to  draw  up  a  Plan  of  Peace  without  the  Participation  of 
the  other  Members  of  the  Grand  Alliance,  the  Backwardnefs  we  have  fhewn  upon 
that  Head  cannot  be  look'd  upon  as  a  Contravention  of  our  Engagements,  and 
therefore  cannot  ferve  to  difengage  your  Majefty  from  yours,  with  refpecr  to  us, 
fince  we  are  verily  perfuaded  that  we  have  fully  anfwer'd  all  our  Treaties,  and  all 
our  Alliances,  both  with  your  Majefty  and  with  the  High  Allies  in  general,  and 
that  we  have  done  more  in  this  prefent  War  than  could  in  Juftice  and  Equity  have 
been  expedkd  from  us ;  all  the  Difference  betwixt  your  Majefty  and  us  in  this 
Point  is  no  more,  if  rightly  confider'd,  than  a  Difparity  of  Sentiments. 

In  Truth,  Madam,  if  for  fuch  a  Caufe  betwixt  Potentates  allied  and  united  to- 
gether by  the  ftrongeft  and  ftrifteft  Ties  of  Alliance,  Intereft  and  Religion,  any  one 
of  thofe  Potentates  could  quit  all  their  Engagements,  and  difengage  themfelves 
from  all  their  Obligations,  there's  no  Tie  fo  ftrong  which  may  not  be  broke  at  any 
time,  and  we  know  of  no  Engagements  that  could  be  relied  on  in  Time  to  come. 

We  affur'e  our  felves  that,  when  your  Majefty  confiders  the  Confequences,  you 
will  not  periift  in  the  Declaration  which  the  Bifhop  of  Br ifiol  has  made,  we  be- 
feech  you  with  all  the  Refpect,and  all  the  Earneftnefs  of  which  we  are  capable,that 

you 
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you  would  not;  and  alfo  that  you  Would  be  plcas'd  to  revoke  the  Order  given  to 
the  Duke  of  Ormandy  if  it  be  not  revok'd  already,  and  that  you  would  authorize 
hira  to  act  according  to  Occurrences,  and  as  the  Exigency  of  the  War  and  the  Ad- 
vancement of  the  common  Caufc  fhall  require. 

We  alfo  recmeft  you,  Madam,  to  communicate  to  us  the  Refult  of  the  Conferen- 
ces betwixt  your  Miniftcrs  and  thofeof  the  Enemy,  or  at  lead  your  Thoughts  upon 
the  Peace,  and  wc  will  endeavour  to  give  your  Majefty  all  imaginable  Proofs  of  our 
Deference  for  your  Sentiments,  and  of  our  finccre  Dclirc  to  preferve  your  valuable 
Fricndfhip  as  much  as  we  can,  without  acting  contrary  to  the  Faith  of  the  Engage- 
ments into  which  we  have  entcr'd  by  Treaties  and  Alliances  with  your  Majefty 
and  other  Potentates. 

We  are  firmly  perfuaded,  that  it  is  not  your  Majefty's  Intention  in  any  manner 
to  break  them,  lince  you  have  always  been  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  us  and  the 
other  Allies,  that  a  good  Union  betwixt  the  Allies,  not  only  during  the  prcfenc 
War,  but  alfo  after  the  Peace  fhall  be  concluded,  is,  and  always  will  be  the  molt 
folid,  and  even  the  only  Method  to  preferve  the  Liberty  and  Independency  of  all 
together,  and  of  every  one  in  particular,  againft  the  great  Power  of  Franse. 

We  expect  alfo,  that  after  having  given  fuch  great  and  fignal  Proofs  of  your 
Wifdom,  of  your  Firmnefs,  and  of  your  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  common  Caufc, 
your  Majefty  will  not  now  take  fuch  Resolutions  as  may  be  prejudicial  to  us  and 
the  other  Allies,  but  that,  in  order  to  obtain  an  honourable,  furc,  and  general 
Peace,  you  will  purfue  the  fame  Methods  and  keep  to  the  fame  Maxims  which  you 
formerly  held,  and  which  Almighty  God  hath  blefs'd  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner  by 
Victories  and  great  Events,  which  will  render  the  Glory  of  your  Majefty's  Reign 
immortal. 

We  again  renew  to  your  Majefty  the  Affuranccs  of  our  high  and  perfect  Efteem 
for  your  Perfon  and  Fricndfhip,  as  alfo  of  our  Intentions  and  fincere  Dcfires  to  en- 
tertain with  your  Majefty  the  fame  good  Correfpondcnce,  Harmony  and  Union  as 
before,  and  to  cultivate  the  fame  betwixt  the  Two  Nations,  as  far  as  it  fhall  lye  in 
our  Power  ;  and  we  pray  your  Majefty  to  preferve  likewife  for  us  and  our  Repub- 
lick  your  former  Affection.  We  refer  for  the  reft  to  what  the  Sieur  Van  Borfelet 
our  Envoy  Extraordinary,  has  further  to  fay  to  your  Majefty  on  this  Subject.  And 
pray  the  Almighty,  &c. 

N°.  37.  ^ 

Fontainbleau^  Aug.il.  N.  S.  1712J 

My  LORD, 

Left  Calais  on  Monday,  according  to  what  I  writ  to  your  Lordfhip  from  that 
Place,  and  proceeded  on  my  Journey  to  Paris,  where  1  arriv'd  about  6  a  Clock 
Wednefday  in  the  Evening.  On  the  Road  I  took  all  poflible  Precautions  to  conceal 
my  Name,  and  to  avoid  all  fort  of  Ceremony,  by  ftopping  to  refrefh  my  felf  as  lit- 
tle as  poflible,  and  when  I  did  ftop,  by  chufing  to  do  it  out  of  the  great  Towns. 
My  Care  was  however  in  a  great  meafurc  fruitlefs,  and  they  did  their  utmoft  in  the 
Places  thro'  which  I  pafs'd  to  fliew  their  Reflects  to  the  Queen,  fo  that  I  arriv'd  at 
leaft  as  much  fatigu'd  with  Compliment  as  tir'd  with  my  Journey. 

Soon  after  I  got  out  of  my  Chaife,  a  Gentleman  came  to  me  from  Madame  de 
Crcijfy,  brought  her  Coach,  invited  me  to  Supper,  and  told  me  that  Monlieur  de 
Torcy  was  coming  Poft  from  Fontainbleau  to  meet  me.  In  effect  I  had  not  been  long 
at  the  Hotel  de  Croifft  before  he  arriv'd.  There  was  no  refilling  his  Importunities, 
as  well  as  his  Mother's,  and  I  was  fore'd  to  continue  with  them  during  my  Stay  at 
Paris.  In  thefe  Two  Days  I  loft  no  Time,  but  purfu'd  her  Majefty's  Inftrudtions 
with  all  the  Application  I  am  Matter  of,  and  I  numbly  hope  that  I  have  been  Co 
happy  as  to  anfwer  the  Purpofes  for  which  fhe  fent  me  hither. 

We  began  with  the  Interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  from  whence  the  principal 
Obftacle  to  the  Conclufion  of  the  Sufpcnfion  of  Arms  by  Sea  and  Land  arofe,  and 
after  fome  Contention  have  adjufted  them  in  this  manner. 

The  Right  of  this  Prince  and  of  his  Family  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies. 
after  Philip  and  his  Dependents,  is  to  be  fubftituted  in  the  fame  Acts  and  at  the 
fame  Time  as  the  feveral  Renunciations  and  Settlements  are  made,  declar'd,  and 
confirm'd,  which  arc  ncccflary  to  accomplifh  the  Article  for  preventing  the  Union, 
of  the  Two  Monarchies. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  endcavour'd  to  leave  this  Point  more  loofe,  and  either  to  de- 
fer fecuring  the  Succcflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  or  at  leaft  not  to  eftablifh  it  in  the 
fame  Acts  as  are  to  pafs  on  the  other  Occafion  ;  But  as  I  judg'd  this  to  be  the  (ifed 
and  moft  authentkk  maaner,  1  infilled,  and  he  yielded. 

*  T  On 
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On  the  Ceflion  of  Sicily  be  would  have  adher'd  to  the  Terms  of  his  laft  Difpatch, 
and  urg'd  the  Abfurdity  of  giving  this  Kingdom  away  till  they  were  fure  of  ma- 
king Peace  with  Savoy.  It  was  not  difficult  to  Ihew  that  he  had  already  departed 
from  this  Argument,  and  that  there  could  be  no  reafonablc  Objection  to  Philip's 
making  a  Ceflion  of  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  at  the  fame  time  as  he  confented  to 
fecure  to  him  the  Succeffion  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  ;  that  if  a  Peace  did  not  follow, 
every  thing  which  had  been  done  would  of  Conrfe  be  void  and  that  if  it  did  follow, 
the  Confideration  for  which  this  Ifland  was  yielded  would  be  obtain'd.  This  Point 
being  over,  there  was  little  Difpute  about  the  Time  when  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhall 
be  put  into  the  actual  PofTeffion  of  this  Kingdom  •,  we  have  fettled  it  to  be  on  the 
Ratification  of  a  general  Peace,  or  of  a  Peace  between  the  Queen,  France,  Spain, 
and  Savoy. 

The  Count  de  Mafei  may  not  perhaps  be  fatisfied  with  this  Agreement,  and  I 
remember  in  his  Memorial  he  defired  his  Matter  might  be  at  Liberty  at  any  time 
to  take  PofTeffion  •,  but  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ought  to  look  upon  it  as  a  very  good 
Bargain,  and  to  be  contented  to  have  the  Advantages  which  are  to  accrue  to  him 
put  into  his  Hands,when  thofe  which  her  Majefty  ftipulates  for  herfelf  are  put  in- 
to hers. 

I  wifh  I  could  have  prevail'd  on  the  Head  of  the  Barrier  as  far  as  I  did  on  the 
other  Two,  but  it  was  impoffible,  at  leaft  it  was  fo  for  me.  Monl;.  ir  de  Torcy  re- 
prefented  that  Exilles,  Fenefirelles,  and  the  Valley  of  Pragelat,  befidts  the  Reftitu- 
tion  of  all  which  France  is  in  PofTeffion  of,  was  the  utmoft  which  the  Kin->.  .vould 
ever  confent  or  had  ever  confented  to  give  :  That  when  the  Miniftcrs  of  Savoy 
made  in  Holland  the  fame  ulterior  Demands  which  they  now  n.  ike,  the  Penfionary 
laugh'd  at  them,  and  even  at  that  time  did  not  pufli  him  to  comply  with  them : 
That,  under  Pretence  of  Security,  his  Highnefs  really  fought  an  AggrandiTement 
at  the  Expence  of  France,  and  out  of  the  ancient  Domaine  of  this  Crown  :  That 
tho'  a  King  of  France  was  a  more  powerful  Prince  than  a  Duke  of  Savoy,  yet  that 
the  latter,  back'd  by  a  Confederacy,' which  is  the  only  Cafe  wherein  he  will  attempt 
any  thing,  is  a  dreadful  Enemy  to  the  former :  That  they  have  here  a  Minority  to 
expect,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  the  more  careful  not  to  leave  the  Frontiers  of 
their  Kingdom  expos'd  :  In  fhort,  that  Sicily  was  an  ample  Recompenfe  to  his  Roy- 
al Highnefs  for  all  the  Services  he  has  done  the  Queen,  and  that  if  her  Majefty  was 
eafy,  he  was  fure  the  Duke  of  Savoy  would  fubmit:  He  concluded,  by  repeating 
very  earneftly,  that  the  King  never  would  grant  him  a  larger  Barrier,  and  that 
his  Majefty  infifted  to  put  this  Negative  now,  fince  he  was  refolv'd  to  do  it  at  laft, 
leaft  the  Duke  fhould,  by  continuing  in  Hopes,  fpin  out  the  Treaty,  and  delay 
concluding  his  Peace,  for  which  reafon  he  likewife  infifted  that  the  Queen  fhould 
concur  in  this  Negative. 

It  is  needlefs  to  lengthen  my  Difpatch  by  telling  your  Lordfhip  what  Anfwers  I 
made  to  thefe  Reprefentacions :  I  replied  in  the  beft  manner  I  was  able,  and  ended 
as  I  am  inftructed,  by  letting  this  Minifter  know  that  the  Queen  would  confent  to 
nothing  which  fhould  foreclofe  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  obtaining  what,  for  ought 
fhe  knew,  might  be  neceflary  •,  that  this  Point  therefore  muft  not  be  now  look'd  up- 
on as  determin'd,  but  muft  be  left  open  for  the  Minifters  of  Savoy  to  debate  ;  that  I 
did  not  underftand  her  Majefty's  Intentions  to  be  to  enlarge  the  Duke  of  Savoy's 
Dominions  out  of  thofe  of  France,  but  that  I  was  fure  flie  would  not  fign  a  Peace, 
unlefs  this  Prince's  Security  was  really  and  effectually  provided  for,  which  France 
having  promis'd  in  general  Terms  to  all  the  Allies,  could  not  refufe  in  any  Parti- 
cular to  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

The  next  Head  to  which  we"proceeded,was  that  of  the  Renunciations  and  Settle- 
ments necefTary  to  prevent  the  Union  of  the  Two  Crowns,  and  in  treating  of  this 
I  cannot  fay  that  I  met  with  any  Difficulty,  I  gave  no  Hopes  that  any  Expedient 
would  be  accepted  to  fign  the  Peace  before  this  Article  was  entirely  accomplifh'd, 
tho'  Monfieur  de  Torcy  propofed  that  the  Peace  fhould  not  bedelay'd  for  it,  but  the 
Ratifications  fhould.  He  has  fince  confulted  Monfieur  Bergheyk,  and  they  are  of 
Opinion  that  a  Month's,  or  at  fartheft  Six  Weeks  Time,  will  fuffice  to  pafs  all  the 
Forms,  fo  that  I  am  defired  to  recommend  the  Difpatch  of  my  Lord  Lexington,  or 
whoever  elfe  the  Queen  fhall  think  fit  to  fend  into  Spain  ;  and  I  crave  Leave  to  fay, 
that  it  would  be  extremely  out  of  Courfe  if  in  France  and  Spain  they  fhould  be  ready 
to  finifh  this  important  Article,  and  we  fhould  on  our  parts  not  be  ready  to  witnefs 
the  Execution  of  it,  efpecially  when  we  pufh  the  concluding  of  the  Peace,  and  refufe 
to  fign  until  all  thefe  Forms  are  perfected. 

The  Draught  of  Philip's  Act.  of  Renunciation,  and  the  Minutes  taken  by  Monfieur 
de  Torcy  and  me,  both  which  I  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  will,  I  fuppofe,  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  Ground- work  of  Inftructions  to  thofe  whom  her  Majefty  fhall  chafe  to  fend 
hither  and  to  Madrid.  The 


(  7'  ) 

The  laft  Point,  and  that  oa  which  we  had  the  warmed  Debates,  was  concerning 
the  Elector  of  U*fi*ria.  As  foon  as  I  arriv'd  at  Pari*  I  heard  that  he  was  come  to 
Chaillot  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  Monficur  de  Torcy  either  was,  or  affefted  to  be, 
under  fomc  Unealinefs  at  the  Reproaches  which  this  Prince  would,  he  faid,  with 
rcafon  give  them,  unlefs  they  provided  better  for  him  than  the  Queen  had  hither- 
to fcem'd  inclin'd  to  allow. 

He  tarn'd  this  Matter  feveral  ways,  and  made  variety  of  Propofitions,  which  it 
was  plain  enough  were  not  extempore,  tho'  he  appcar'd  defirous  1  fhould  look  upoa 
them  as  ftiddcn  Thoughts  which  occur'd  to  him  in  treating.  At  laft  he  relied  oa 
this,  that  the  Queen  fhould  engage  to  procure  for  the  Elector  the  Uutchy  and  Ele- 
ctorate of  Bavaria,  cxclufive  of  the  Upper  Palatinate,  and  the  Rank  in  the  Electoral 
College,  which  I  had  from  the  firft  pcicmptorily  rejected  ;  and  that  fhe  Ihould  fur- 
ther promife  to  maintain  him  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Dutchies  and  Towns  of  Lux- 
emburg and  Namur.  and  in  the  Pofleffion  of  Charier oy  and  Nieuport ,  until  fuch  an, 
Equivalent  for  thefc  Countries  and  Places  was  given  him  as  he  Ihould  be  fatisGed 
with.  This  Proportion  I  politivcly  refus'd  to  aflent  to,  and  told  Monficur  de  Torcy 
very  plainly,  that  leaving  thefc  Towns  and  Places  in  the  Elector's  Pofleffion  till  he 
had  fuch  an  Equivalent  as  he  fhould  be  fatisficd  with,  was  really  giving  them  abso- 
lutely to  him,  which  I  knew  her  Majcfly  neither  could  or  would  admit;  further, 
that  her  Majefty  would  enter  into  no  Engagements  to  procure  any  thing  for  the 
Elector,  or  even  to  ufe  her  Offices  in  his  behalf;  that  the  Towns  and  Places  which 
this  Prince  is  in  Pofleffion  of,  would  very  probably  be  an  Inducement  to  the  Allies 
to  give  him  ibmcthing  in  Lieu  of  them  ;  that  her  Majefty  would  not  oppofe  his  ha- 
ving Sardinia,  which  Equivalent  had  been  propos'd  firft  from  hence.  This  I  let 
him  know  was  the  Sum  of  all  he  was  to  expect  from  the  Queen,  and  your  Lordfhip 
will  find  the  Minutes  drawn  accordingly. 

Having  on  precedent  Occafions  as  well  as  this,  percciv'd,  that  Monficur  de 
Torcy  affected  to  hint  every  Expreffion  in  fuch  manner  as  to  engage  the  Queen 
joyntly  with  the  King  his  Matter,  I  thought  proper,  very  explicitly,  and  in  the 
ftrongeft  Terms  I  could  ufe,  to  fay  that  the  Queen  would  enter  readily  into  the 
common  Guarantry  for  fupporting  that  Settlement  of  Europe,  which  Ihould  by  the 
Peace  be  made  ■-,  but  that  She  would  on  no  account  whatfocver  be  concerned  in  a- 
ny  Stipulation  to  procure  this  Settlement  ;  That  it  would  be  Advantage  fufficient 
for  France,  if  the  Conduct  of  Her  Majefty's  Allies  made  it  juft  and  neceffary  for 
her  to  withdraw  her  fclf  out  of  the  War  before  them  ;  and  that  afterwards  her 
good  Offices  would  be  employ'd  as  became  the  common  Friend  of  all  Parties. 

I  take  occafion  frequently  to  repeat  this  to  the  French  Miniftcrs ;  and  I  believe 
they  will  look  upon  it  as  the  Rule  which  her  Majefty  has  laid  down,  and  which 
they  fhall  not  be  able  to  prevail  on  her  to  depart  from. 

On  Saturday  in  the  Evening  1  came  to  Font  amebian,  where  an  Apartment  was 
provided  for  me,  and  my  reception  was  particularly  Civil.  On  Sunday  at  Nine  in 
the  Morning  1  had  Audience  of  the  King,  to  whom  I  prefented  her  Majefty's  Letter. 

He  receiv'd  me  in  a  very  Gracious  manner,  he  talk'd  a  confiderable  time  with 
me,  and  the  Subftance  of  what  he  Laid,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  for  his  Speech 
was  extremely  quick  ,  was ,  That  he  ever  had  the  higheft  Efteem  for  the 
Queen  :  That  fhe  had  proceeded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  turn  that  Efteem  into  the 
iincereft  Friendfhip  ;  that  he  hopd  fhe  was  fatisficd  he  had  done  every  thing  on  his 
part  which  might  facilitate  the  Peace:  That  he  was  plcas'd  to  find  we  were  fo 
near  concluding :  that  there  were  fbme  who  us'd  all  endeavours  to  obftruct  it,  but 
that  God  be  prais'd,  they  would  not  be  long  able  to  do  fo :  That  God  would  hin- 
der them  from  giving  the  Law  which  they  pretended  to:  That  the  fuccefsofhis 
Arms  fhould  make  no  Alteration  in  him  :  And  that  he  would  make  good  all  he 
had  of Fe  r  d . 

FontainblcaU)  Aug.  lid.  N.  S.  171a. 

AF  T  E  R  I  had  had  my  Audience  Yefterday  of  the  K  I  N  G,  I  return'd 
with  .Monficur  de  TORCT,  to  view  the  Minutes  we  had  taken, 
and  the  Draught  of  the  Convention  for  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  which  we  Sign'd 
in  the  Evening  :  Your  Lordfhip  will  obferve,  that  it  is  dated  on  Friday  laft, 
at  which  time  the  firft  Brouillon  was  prepar'd,  and  I  thought  that  every  Day 
which  the  Commencement  of  it  was  put  backward,  was  fome  degree  of  Advan- 
tage to  us  ;  the  Term  is  of  four  Months,  which  Monfieur  de  Torcy  defir'd,as  more 
likely  to  have  its  Effedt  on  the  Dutch  than  a  fhorter  Term,  which  might  have  fuf- 
fer'd  them  to  entertain  Hopes  ftill  of  breaking  our  Meafures,  and  bringing  the 
Queen  into  Action  again.  I  did  not  much  weigh  the  force  of  this  Argument,  tho' 
1  think  it  has  fomewhat  determin'd  me  to  agree  to  four  Months,  according  to  the 

Lati- 


tatttud?  left  in  my  Inftniftions,  was  firft  what  I  remember'd  to  have  been  the 
Senfe  of  feveral  Merchants  whom  I  fpoke  with  before  I  left  London,  whoallfeem'd 
defirous  of  the  longeft  Term,  and  thought  that  two  Months  would  not  encourage 
many  People  to  venture  upon  fome  Voyages.  Secondly,  that  a  Term  of  two 
Months  would  as  effectually  cut  off  all  profpeft  of  Acting  by  Land  this  Campaign, 
as  a  Term  of  four,  and  that  therefore  the  Sea-Service  would  be  chiefly  affected  by 
this  Sufpenfion,  where  we  have  more  to  apprehend  than  to  hope. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  had  inferted  in  the  Draught  thefe  Words, Its  Mers  qui 

entourent  les  IJle:  Britanniques,  and  cited  the  Teaty  of  Breda  as  a  Precedent.  I 
fhew'd  him,  that  before  that  Treaty,  the  expreflion  had  always  run  Maribus  Bri- 
tannkis,  particularly  in  the  Treaty  with  Cromwell ;  and  that  the  Error  committed 
in  that  of  Breda,  had  been  rectified  in  that  of  Ryjwick.  He  infilled  more  than  I 
expected  on  retaining  his  Words,  and  entred  a  little  into  the  difpute  of  Dominion. 
This  made  me  the  more  tenacious,  and  your  Lordlhip  will  find  thefe  Words,  let 
Mers  qui  entourent  les  IJles  raz'd  out  •,  fo  that  it  Hands  now  as  it  ought  to  do. 

The  Sufpenfion  being  now  Sign'd,  I  (hall,  purfuant  to  my  Inftruftions,  difpatch 
Her  Majefty's  Orders  to  Sir  John  Jennings,  to  Mr.  Chetrvynd,  and  to  the  Officer  who 
Commands  the  Queen's  Troops  in  Catalonia. 

Monfieur  de  Torcy  is  likewife  very  earneft that  the  Duke  of  Argyll  he  Difpatched, 
judging  his  Prefence  neceffary  upon  this  new  turn  of  Affairs  for  the  Common  In- 
tereft  ;  I  cannot  help  thinking  ic  is  fo,  particularly  for  Her  Majefty's  Service. 

Juft  now  the  Duke  of  Orleans  told  me,  that  the  King  had  this  Morning,  at  his 
Levee,  declar'd,  that  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  was  Sign'd  ;  and  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
informs  me,  that  they  intend  to  Morrow  to  Publifh  it  at  Paris.  I  will  therefore 
loofe  no  time  in  difpatching  this  Courier,  as  foon  as  I  receive,  (which  I  expeft  e- 
very  Moment,)  the  Copy  of  the  Aft  of  Renunciation,  which  has  been  prepar'd  in 
Spain,  and  wherein  the  Spaniards  feem  to  have  neglefted  no  Expreflion  which  could 
add  to  the  Strength,  and  no  Form  which  could  add  to  the  Validity  of  it ;  Philip's 
confent  to  the  Cancelling  the  Entry  of  1700,  mention'd  in  the  Convention  for  the 
Sufpenfion  of  Arms  in  Flanders,  and  the  Inferting  the  Subftitution  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  will  be  the  Subjcfts  of  additional  Claufes.  I  fhall  be  extremely  concern'd, 
if  the  Queen  does  not  receive  this  Account  before  the  News  comes  any  other  way  j 
but  I  lofe  no  time,  and  I  hope  the  MefTenger  will  lofe  none. 

The  fifty  Partes  In  Blank  I  have  not  yet  receiv'd,  but  hope  to  have  them  time 
enough  to  accompany  this  Difpatch. 

The  Chevalier  has  fix'd  his  Departure  on  the  firft  of  next  Month  N.  S.  They 
propofe  that  he  fhall  retire  to  Bar  ;  and  they  intend  to  write  to  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain^xo  ask  of  the  Emperor,  and  other  Princes,  a  Security  for  his  Perfon  during  his 
refidence  in  that  Place. 

I  mult  not  conclude  this  Letter  without  asking  your  Lord/hip's  Pardon  for  a 
piece  of  falfe  News,  which  I  fent  you  from  Calais,  concerning  an  Action  at  Pont 
d  Rache  -,  the  Story  was  told  us  with  fo  many  Circumftances,  that  I  made  no  doubt 
of  the  Truth  of  it,  efpecially  when  the  Mayor  of  the  Place  quoted  a  Letter  which 
he  faid  he  receiv'd  from  his  Son-in-law,  who  was  at  that  time  in  the  Army. 

I  enclofe  the  Convention  for  the  Armiftice  in  the  Netherlands,  which  your  Lord- 
lhip will  have  occafion  for,  and  which,  with  the  Aft  of  Renunciation,  and  the  Mi- 
nutes tranfmitted  to  you,  will  afford  fufficient  Materials  for  my  Lord  Lexington's 
Inftruftions. 

As  I  intend  to  leave  this  Place  on  Wednesday  at  furtheft,  it  will  be  proper  to  lole 
no  time  in  difpatching  a  Letter  of  Credence  to  Mr.  Prior,  to  whom  your  Lordlhip 
will  likewife  pleafe,  as  foon  as  poffiblc,  to  fend  the  Queen's  Ratfication. 

This  Letter  is  already  fwol'n  to  fo  great  a  Bulk,  that  I  believe  your  Lordlhip 
is  very  willing  I  (hould  refer  to  another  Opportunity  fuch  further  Accounts  as  I 
have  to  give  of  my  Proceedings.    I  am,  My  LORD, 

Tour  Lordjhip's  mofi  Humble^  and  Obedient  Servant,  Bolingbroke. 
Clnce  I  clos'd  my  Letter,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  fent  we  word,  a  Courier  is  arriv'd 

from  Turin  in  his  way  to  England,  and  defir'd  to  know  if  I  would  have  him  go 
on,  which  I  did  not  think  proper  to  hinder.  I  fupp*ofe  this  Courier  is  difpatch'd  to 
the  Count  de  Maffei,  upon  the  Impatience  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  is  under,  upon 
not  hearing  from  hence,  according  to  what  he  was  made  to  expeft  by  his  Mini- 
fter's  Letters,  which  went  byway  of  Holland  fome  time  ago. 

I  am  only  to  obferve  to  your  Lordlhip,  that  the  fooner  you  take  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  to  the  Cou  nt  de  Maffei,  the  better. 

Befides  the  Papers  mention'd  in  my  Letter,  I  fend  your  Lordlhip  a  Form  of  Publi- 
cation ofahe  Sufpenfion,  and  a  Memoire  which  I  receiv'd  fromM.  de  Torcy  concern- 
ing fome  Articles  of  Trade  :  General  Stanhope  is  arriv'd  here  in  his  way  to  Britain. 

BOLINGBROKE. 
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N°   3  8. 

Letter  from  the  French  King  to  the  Qiteen  of  Great-Britain. 
Verfailles  2%tb  October  1712.      % 

Madam,  My  Sipr, 

jXTCU  Having  acquainted  Me,  that  You  have  an  int  ire  Confidence  in  Mr  Prior. 
I  1  thought  he  would  be  more  capable  than  any  Body,  to  inform  you  of  the  new 
Proofs  that  I  am  ready  to  give  You,  of  the  particular  Regard  I  have  for  You,  as 
alfo  of  my  Defire  to  terminate  without  any  Delay,  in  Concert  with  You,  the  Ne- 
gotiations of  Peace.  He  goes  into  England  to  give  you  an  Account  of  the  further 
Advances  that  I  am  willing  to  make,  to  facilitate  an  intire  Conclufion  of  this 
Work.  I  wou'd  have  you  therefore  Regard  what  I  do  in  this  decifive  Conjunc- 
ture, as  new  and  certain  Marks  of  my  Friendfhip  for  You  ;  and  do  Me  that 
Pleafure  to  acknowledge  them,  by  Interefting  Your  felf  with  Me  in  Favour  of 
the  Elector  of  Bavatia.  I  do  not  remind  you  ot  the  Ties  of  Blood  which  unite 
Him  as  well  to  You  as  to  Me,  nor  of  any  other  Rtafons  which  ought  to  render 
you  fenfibleof  his  Condition  :  It  is  fumcient  for  me  that  you  arefenfible  of  the 
Concern  that  I  have  in  what  Regards  him*  and  I  am  pcrfuaded  that  this  will  be  the 
principal  Motive,  that  will  prefs  you  to  Act  in  his  Favour.  I  expect  with  Im- 
patience the  Return  of  Mr  Prior,  whofe  Conduct  is  very  agreeable  to  Me :  And  ai 
he  will  afftire  you  of  what  my  Sentiments  are,  I  will  only  add  that  he  can* 
not  fufficiently  exprefs  the  perfect  Efteem  and  fincere  Friendihip  1  have  for  You. 


ain, 


Madam,  My  Sifter, 

Tonr  Good  Brother, 

LOUIS. 


N°  39. 

The  Queens  Letter  to  the  French  King 
Wind  for,  November  \$thy  17 12. 

Monfeitr,  My  Brother, 

I  Have  receiv'd  with  a  very  fincere  Pleafure  the  agreeable  Letter  which  Mr  Prior 
brought  Me  from  You.  AsyourConfiuv.mate  \Vifdom  hath  taken  the  Refolution 
that  is  meft  proper  to  fix  the  Terms  of  the  Peace,  You  11  be  perfuaded,  that  I 
will  not  on  my  Part  lofe  a  Moment  to  haften  the  Conclufion  of  it.  I  allure 
You,  that  the  great  Facility  that  you  are  willing  to  lend  towards  it  out  of  a 
Regard  to  Me,  fhall  be  made  no  other  Ufe  of,  than  to  be  employ'd  without  any 
delay  to  Re-eftablifh  the  publick  Tranquillity,  according  to  the  Wifhes  of  Us  both. 
By  the  Orderithst  I  give  to  My  Minifters  at  Utrecht,  it  will  appear  that  I  do 
all  that  is  in  My  Power  at  the-prefent  Conjuncture,  in  Favour  of  a  Prince  whofe 
Intereft  is  fupported  by  your  Generofity. 

I  don't  at  all  dcubt,  but  he  himfelr  is  fully  convine'd  of  it,  and  that  all  the 
World  agrees  in  it*  I  again  Repeat,  Monfifttr,  my  Brother,  that  the  Confideration  of 
your  Fnendfhip  will  be  a  very  prevailing  Motive  to  engage  me  a-ne'w  in  his 
Intereft,  and  in  the  Intereft  of  his  Family,  asOccafion  fhall  offer,  for  the  Future: 
As  to  the  reft,  I  fend  back  Mr  Piior  to  Vet failles,  who  in  continuing  to  conduct 
bimfelf  in  the  Manner  that  fhall  be  entirely  agreeable  to  You,  does  no  more 
than  Execute  to  a  Tittle  the  Orders  which  I  have  given  him  -,  and  amongft  all  th« 
Proofs  of  his  Duty  and  Zeal  for  my  Service,  I  expect  in  a  very  particular  Manner 
that  he  fhcuJd  take  all  poffible  Occafions  to  repeat  to  you  the  Efteem  and  perfect 
Regard  that  I  hava  for  You,  and  my  earneft  Defire  to  Uve  with  You  in  a  fincer* 
and  perpetual  Ft  kndfhip. 

*  U  N»  * 
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N°  40. 

26th  September    171 2. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  to  Lords  Plenipotentiaries. 

Declaration  to  be  made  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 

EXTRACT. 

THE  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  King  at  Utrecht  {hall  Declare  to  thofe  of  Great- 
Britain,  That  his  Majefty  Confents  to  treat  of  the  Peace  according  to  the 
Plan  propos'd  by  Her  Britannick  Majefty  in  her  laft  Speech  to  her  Parliament ; 
but  they  {hall  at  the  fame  time  alfo  declare,  That  the  Dutch  having  refus'd  to 
conform  to  the  Sentiments  of  this  Princefs,  rejected  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  and 
given  Occafion  to  the  Change  of  Affairs,  it  is  but  Juftice  that  his  Majefty  receive 
Reftitution  of  the  Expences  he  has  been  oblig'd  to  be  at  during  the  Courfe  of  this 
Campaign :  His  Majefty  therefore  agrees  that  the  Plan  fent  by  him  to  Lojdon 
laft  April  be  exa&ly  follow'd.  And  this  is  the  precife  Declaration  which  his  Ma- 
jefty s  Plenipotentiaries  fhall  make  to  thofe  of  the  Queen  df  Great-Britain. 

But  upon  the  foremention'd  Grounds  the  King  orders  his  Plenipotentiaries  not 
to  Sign  the  Peace,  but  upon  Condition  that  the  City  of  Tournay  be  rcftor'd  to  him, 
belides  the  Reftitution  of  the  other  Places  he  Demands,  and  which  he  has  reafon 
to  believe  Her  Britannick  Majefty  intended  to  Comprehend  in  Her  Speech. 

The  King  will  continue  to  ufe  all  imaginable  Care  in  prefling,  asfoonaspof1 
fible,  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Spain  on  one 
Side,  and  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain,  King  of  Portugal,  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  on 
the  other,leaving  to  theDutch  theLiberty  of  doing  what  they  {hall  judge  moft  proper. 

N°  41. 

2 id  March    17' •?. 

Corifnl  PouldorTs  Letter  to  Mr  Methueri. 

Since  the  Ceflation  of  Arms,  the  Britifh  Subjects  in  the  Canaries  have  been  un- 
der continual  Vexations.  By  an  Order  from  the  Bifhop  of  G'mmda  in  the  King's 
Name,  the  Britifh  Ships  paid  only  the  Ordinary  Cuftoms,  without  any  other  De- 
mands; But  upon  the  preient  General's  Arrival  he  explain'd  that  Order,  foas  to 
exclude  all  Goods  that  were  not,  as  they  faid,  properly  Evglifli  Manufactures,  tho'  im- 
ported by  Evglilh  Men  in  Englijl)  Bottoms,  whereby  of  late  his  Majefty'a  Subjects 
have  paid  above  3ccof. 

N°  42. 

6rh  of  May    1 7 1 9. 
Mr  Hern's  Letter  to  Mr  Secretary  Stanhope.    • 

BY  an  Order  from  Court  publifhcd  by  the  Governour  of  Valencia,  all  Strangers 
muft  pay  in  Place  of  Alcavalos  and  Miltones,  a  Duty  they  call  $hartah}whfch  a- 
mounts  to  14?.  per  Qvt.  and  this  to  be  Computed  from  the  beginning  of  the  Year 
1 7 14,  for  the  Goods  they  had  paid  Cuftoms  for  at  the  Rate  of  1  ?  I.  per  Cent.  Co  that 
in  afll  they  pay  29 1,  per  Cent,  on  all  forts  of  Merchandize  entred  •,  which  befides  the 
Exorbitances  of  the  Duty,  has  this  great  Inconveniency  with  it,  that  the  Factors 
had  ftated  their  Accounts  with  the  Merchants  at  1 5  I  per  CevX.  They  are  alfo  ex- 
pos d 
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pos'd  to  the  Quartering  of  Soldiers  at  fo  much  a  day,  if  they  refufe  ,  till  this 
Duty  is  paid:  Such  Demands  were  never  known  to  be  made  before  of  the  Britifh 
Subje&s  •,  the  Dutiet  they  paid  in  the  Reign  of  King  Cbarls  II.  not  exceeding  7  4. 
per  Cent. 


N°43. 

\7th  May   171 5. 

Sir  Martin  Weftcomb's  and  Conful  Ruffel's  Letter  to  Mr  Mcthucn. 

'-pHE  not  allowing  the  Cuftoms  in  the  Form  as  in  King  Charles  the  2<fs.  time,  has 
put  a  flop  to  Trade,  and  mnft  neceffarily  ruin  all  Commerce  :  Don  Juan 
Antcnh  Zava  os  having  pubhflied  an  Order,  that  all  the  Gratias  in  Favour  or  the 
Merchants  which  they  had  ever  enjoy'd,  mould  ceafe:  And  that  tor  the  Future  all 
Goods  imported  and  exported  ihall  pay  to  the  full  according  to  the  Valuation  in 
the  Book  of  Rates,  wkich  on  fome  Goods  is  25 1. per  Cent,  and  on  others  28 /. 


N°44- 

Mr  Mcthuen's  Memorial  to  the  King  of  Spain,    April  iid.  N. 
S.    1 7 1 5. 

THe  Underwritten  Minifter  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  moft  humbly  repre- 
fents  to  his  Catholick  Majefty,  that  he  finds  himfelf  obliged  by  the  Commands 
and  Infractions  he  has  received  from  the  King  His  Maftex,  to  Demand  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  ]Namc, 

That  all  the  Privileges  and  Conceffions  the  Kings  of  Spain  have  ever  Granted 
to  the  Britifh  Merchants  by  their  Royal  Schedulas  or  Ordinances,  and  fry  the  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendfhip  made  at  Madrid  in  the  Year  1667, 
may  be  fully  confirmed,  as  they  are  in  effect  by  the  eighth  Article  of  the  Treaty  ot 
Peace,  and  Friendfhip  concluded  at  Utrecht,  the  13th  day  of  July,  N.  S.  171 3, 
between  the  Crowns  or  Great  Britainani  Spain.  That  the  Trade  of  the  Britilh  Mer- 
chants in  all  the  Ports  of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  may  be  effablifhed  and  remain 
upon  the  fame  Foot  as  it  flood  in  the  time  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  before 
the  Declaration  of  the  laft  War. 

That  the  Britifh  Merchants  may  not  for  the  prefent  or  future  be  obliged  to  Pay 
any  other  Duties  and  Cuftoms  on  the  Goods  they  import  into  1  the  feveral  Ports 
of  this  Kingdom,  or  export  out  of  them,  than  thofe  which  they  paid  on  the  fame 
Goods  in  the  Reign  oiKingCharles  the  Second. 

That  the  fame  Method  as  was  then  pradtifed  in  the  Manner  of  Collecting 
thofe  Cuftoms,  may  be  now  and  for  the  time  to  come  obferved,  and  that  in  the 
Payment  of  them,  the  Britifh  Merchants  may  be  Allowed  the  fame  Gratias,  Fa- 
vours, Abatements,  and  Deductions,  as  were  allow'd  them  at  any  time  during  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  by  the  Farmers  of  the  Cuftoms  or  the  Admi- 
niftrators  ot  the  King.  And  his  Britannick  Majefty  hopes  that  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty will  make  no  Difficulty  in  granting  to  His  Subjects  the  fame  Liberties,  In- 
dulgences, and  Favours  in  their  Trade  to  His  Dominions,  as  they  formerly  enjoy- 
ed -,  fince  His  Majefty  defires  nothing  herein  that  can  be  any  Detriment  or  Preju- 
dice to  His  Catholick  Majefty  or  the  Intereft  of  his  own  Subjects  -,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, what  has  been  allowed  by  the  Kings  His  Predeceflbrs,  and  practifed  as  well 
by  their  Adminiftrators  of  the  Cuftoms,  as  by  the  Farmers  of  them. 

That 


$ 
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That  all  the  Articles  contained  in  the  Treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  con- 
cluded at  Utwcht,  between  the  Crowns  or  G)  eat  Britain  and  Spain,  on  the  9th  day 
of  December  N.  S.  171 3,  fofar  as  they  are  detrimental  and  derogatory  to  the  Privi- 
leges and  Concel!:ons  cf  the  Royal  Scheclulas  and  Ordinances,  granted  at  any  time 
by  the  Kings  of  Spain  to  the  Britiih  Merchants,  and  to  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty 
at  Madrid,  in  the  Year  1667,  may  be  declared  null  and  void. 

And  particularly  the  three  feparate  Articles  called  the  Three  Explanatory  Ar- 
ticles ,  contained  only  in  the  Ratification  of  the  faid  Treaty  of  Naviga- 
tion and  Commerce,  concluded  at  Utrecht,  as  having  been  inferted  and  obtained 
in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  without  having  been  firft  fettled  or  ftgned  by  any 
of  the  Minifters  of  both  Crowns,  that  were  impowered  to  conclude  the  faid  Treaty. 

That  His  Catholick  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  Grant  to  the  Britiih  Merchants, 
that  they  may  have  the  Privilege  of  having  a  Judge  Confervator  in  all  the  Parts 
©f  Spain,  where  the  Judges  Conlervatcrs  have  been  formerly  allow'd,  till  the  Death 
of  King  Charles  the  Second  :  And  that  the  faid  Judges  Confervators  may  be  Veft- 
ed  with  the  fame  Power  and  Authority  tor  the  defenfe  and  Protection  of  His  Bri- 
tannick  Majeftie's  Subjects,  and  their  Exemptions  in  Trace,  as  was  formerly  grant- 
ed them,  and  conftantly  enjoyed  by  Virtue  ot  the  Royal  Scheduias  or  Ordinances 
Dated  the  19th  day  of  March,  the  26th  of  June,  and  9th  of  November,  in  the 
Year  1^45,  and  confirmed  by  tfe  Ninth  Article  of  the  Treaty  made  at  Madrid  in 
the  Year  1667. 

As  to  the  firft  Point  contained  in  this  Memorial,  which  is-,  That  the  Trade  of 
the  Britiih  Merchants  in  Spain  may  be  eftablifhed  upon  the  fame  Foot  as  it  was  in 
the  time  of  King  Charles  the  S  cond,  the  Minifter  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
hopes  it  will  appear  to  his  Catholick  Maj'  fty  to  be  founded  on  Juftice  and  Reafon, 
when  His  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  confi  i<  r, 

That  the  French  Nation,  which  drives  a  rorfiderable  Trade  to  this  Kingdom,  has 
always  Traded,  and  does  now  continue  to  do  fo  whcliy  upon  the  fame  Foot;  there 
being  no  ether  Treaties  of  Commerce  between  the  Crowns  oi  Spain  and  Frantc  fub- 
fifting,  but  thofe  which  have  been  fr  aoe  either  before  the  time  of  King  Chai  les  the 
Second,  or  during  the  Reign  of  that  Prince. 

Asalfbin  the  17th  Article  oi  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Comme  ce  concluded  at. 
Utrecht  the  26th  of  June  17 14,  between  His  Catholick  Majcfty  and  the  States  Gene- 
ral, it  isftipuk/ted  in  Favour  of  the  States,  That  th.  ir  Subjects  ihail  enjoy  the  fame 
Privileges,  Franchifes,  and  Exemptions  in  their  Navigation  and  Commerce,  with- 
out any  Exception  or  Referve  as  they  did  enjoy  before  the  late  War. 

From  whence  it  follows,  that  the  King  oi  Gi  eat  Bi  itain's  Subjeds  having  by  all 
the  Treaties  between  both  Crowns  an  undoubted  Right  to  all  the  Privileges,  Liber- 
ties, and  Immunities  in  Trade,  which  have  been,  or  may  be  granted  to  any  other 
Nation  whatfoever,  they  cannot  be  with  tnftice  refufed  the  fame  Privileges  and  Ex- 
emptions in  their  Trade,  as  are  granted  or  continued  to  other  Nations,  and  were 
enjoyed  by  them  before  the  late  War,  during  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second. 
As  to  the  laft  Point,  which  relates  to  the  Judges  Confervators,  beiides  thejuft  Right 
the  Sujeds  cf  the  King  of  Great  Britain  have  to  that  Privilege,  the  fame  which  is 
now  Demanded,  for  them,  being  already  granted  in  exprefs  Words  to  thofe  of  the 
States  General,  by  the  29th  Article  of  the  above-mentioned  Treaty,  between  His 
Catholick  Majefty  and  the  States ;  The  Minifter  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  hopes 
His  Majefty  will  make  no  Difficulty  in  granting  it  alfo  to  the  Subjects  of  the  King 
His  Matter. 

And  it  is  certain  that  if  thefe  Judges  Confervators  had  been  eftablilhed,  as  they 
mould  have  been,  immediately  after  the  CefTation  of  Arms  and  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace,  it  would  have  hinder'd  meft  oi'  the  Difputea  which  have  happen  d  between 
the  King's  Officers,  and  the  Subjeds  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  fince  thofe  Diffe- 
rences might  have  been  ended  in  the  Places  where  thev  begun  ;  which  would  have 
prevented  the  many  Opprelfons  the  King  ot  Great  Britain  s  Subjeds  have  laboured 
under,  the  great  Number  of  Law  Suits  now  depending  before  the  Council  of  War  at 
Madrid,  and  the  entire  Ruin  of  feveral  poor  People  and  their  Families  for  ever, 
feme  of  which  have  been  here  near  two  Years  foliciting  for  Juftice,  without  having 
ieen  yet  able  to  obtain  any  Decifion  of  their  Caufes. 


Given  at  Madrid  the  2  2d  day  of  Aprils.  S,  1715". 


*'  45?. 


(.77) 

N°  45- 

hiflnicl/ot/f  foMirford  Crow  Efi;  Given  at  Our  Court  at  57.  James'/ 
March  j th.    170^  in  the  third  Tear  of  Our  Reign. 

EXTRA  C  T. 

ANNE    R. 

BEing  in  onn  d  that  the.  People  of  Catalonia  are  inclined  to  caff  off  the  Yoke 
impofed  upon  'hem  by  the  Frensh,  and  b\'  withdrawing  thernfelves  from  the 
Pow  r  of  tli.  Duke  of  Anjott,  to  return  to  the  Obedience  of  th-  Houfe  or'  Aufhia  ; 
We  defiling  to  maintain  and  improve  that  good  Lilpofition  in  them,  and  to  induce 
them  to  put  the  lame  fpeedily  in  Execution)  and  rcpofing  fpecial  Confideoce  in 
Youi  fidelity  and  Prudence,  as  alfo  for  the  Knowl  dge  you  have  of  thofe  Coun- 
tries and  People,  have  made  choice  of  You  to  carry  on  (b  great  a  VVoik  for  the  Ad- 
vantage ot  Our  Service,  and  the  Good  or  the  Common  Ciufe,  a9  is  the  making 
the  Treaty  with  the  Catalans,  or  any  other  People  of  Spain,  to  the  Purpofes  afore- 
faid.  You  are  therefore  upon  Receipt  of  thefe  our  fnff  ructions,  and  other  Your 
Difpatches,  to  repair  as  foon  a»  conveniently  you  can,  to  Genoa,  Leghome,  or  (uch 
nth  r  Neuter  Country  or  Place  as  You  (hall  judge  noft  proper  for  carrying  on 
Our  Si  vice  in  this  Particular :  And  being  arrived  there,  You  are  to  treat  with  the 
fa:d  Catalans,  or  any  other  People  of  Spain,  about  their  coming  into  the  Intend  of 
Cbailes  3d.  Kngof  Spain,  and  joyning  with  Us,  and  Our  Allies.  To  which  Pur- 
p  ife,  You  lhall  inform  your  fell  what  Number  of  Ships  and  Land  Forces,  whaB 
Quantity  of  Anns  and  Ammunition  they  may  expect;  and  likewifewhat  Number, 
ot  Land  Forces  way  be  thought  requilire  for  fupporting  them,  and  for  ficilitating 
this  Defign  5  and  on  the  other  Side,  what  Force  of  Horie  and  Foot  they  will  be  ob- 
liged to  laife,  and  in  what  Time  :  What  Provifionsof  all  Sorts  th*y  can  Supply 
for  Our  Fleet  and  Army  ;  and  af  what  Time  they  will  the  Aflillance  ot  C  >ur 

Tnmps,  and  where  the  Forces  (hall  meet,  and  in  what  M  inner  they  may  bell  co- 
opiate.  You  lhall,  as  often  as  conveniently  You  can,  giee  an  Account  to  the  Earl 
or  Gallvay  of  the  Progrefs  you  make  in  this  Negotiation,  in  Order  to  the  better  con- 
certing the  Operations,  and  tfn  Manner  of  rendring  what  is  done  on  the  Pottiigal 
Side  moll  beneficial  towards  carrying  on  and  promoting  what  (hall  be  undertaken 
by  the  Catalans,  as  well  as  for  rendring  any  Undertakings  on  the  Side  of  Catalonia 
by  way  01  Diverfion  or  otherwife,  molt  advan'ageous  for  promoting  fuch  D'  figns  as 
m:iy  be  undertaken  in  P0U1g.il,  or  any  Part  ot  the  Coaft  of  Spain  And  it  i& chief- 
ly to  be  confidered  in  what  place  and  Manner  Our  Fleet  and  Land-Men  on  Board, 
and  that  accompany  it,  may  be  employed  to  the  belt  Advantage. 

Yon  aie  not  only  to  correfpond  with  the  Eirl  oi  GaU&ay,  but  alfo  with  the  Prince 
of  H  ffl\  and  with  the  Admiral  of  our  Fleet,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  For- 
ces, when,  and  as  often  as  you  (hall  fee  Occafion  for  the  Good  of  our  Service  ;  and 
]ik  wife  wi.h  Ricb.nd  Hill  E(q-,  or  other  Our  Envoy  Extraordinary  with  the 
D  ike  of  Savoy,  And  in  Cafe  of  anv  emergent  Oc  cafion,  Y  >u  may  fend  an  Eiprefs 
to  Our  faid  Envoy,  definng  him  to  fend  to  you  without  Delay,  fuch  of  Our  Frigates 
now  in  the  Mediterranean  under  his  Direction,  as  can  moll  conveniently  be  had,  and 
to  obey  fuch  Orders  as  Yon  (lull  give  :  Whereupon  You  are  hereby  empowered  to 
difpatch  fuch  Fi  igat  to  Lisbon,  to  Our  Fleet  or  Gibraltar,  as  Our  Service  may  re- 
quire for  the  better  promoting  th  s  Undertaking. 

You  (hall  give  the  Catalan:,  or  other  Spaniards,  Aflurances  of  Our  Ufmoft  En- 
deavours to  procure  the  Eft lbliihment  ot  all  fuch  Rights  and  Immunities  as  th  y 
have  formeily  enjoyed  under  the  Houfe  of  Anflria,  and  the  Confirma'ion  of  fuch 
Titles  as  may  have  ben  conferr'd  nn  any  of  them  by  the  Duke  of  Anjou  ;  and  thaC 
We  have  for  their  further  Satisfaction,  fent  to  King  Charles  id.  for  P  wers  for  con- 
fii  mmg  the  fame  to  them,  which  We  do  not  doubt  the  Succefs  of  :  And  that  We  are 
willing,  if  they  infift  on  it,  to  give  Our  Guaranty  that  it  (hall  be  done. 

You  may  give  them  an  Account  of  the  Forces  We  intend  to  employ  on  the  Griff 
of  Spain  mis  Year  ;  which  are  intended  to  confill  of  6j  Ships  ot  the  Line,  with 
Frigits,  Tenders,  and  Tranfports,  with  Sooo  Englilb  and  Dntcb  Land  Men,  to  be 
employed  as  (lull  be.  juJged  beft  tor  the  Service  :  Hut  you  are  to  make  Ufe  of  this 
upon  Occafion,  to  excite  dim  to  make  the  greater  Provifion  on  their  Part  5  not  ac- 
quainting them  with  the  whole  Strength  at  the  firft,  but  railing  il  by  Degrees,  fo  as 
to  get  the  better  Terms.  *  X  In 
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In  Cafe  any  of  the  Nobility  (hall  infill  to  have  any  Sum  of  Money  to  be  advan- 
ced to  them,  upon  Condition  of  Services  to  be  performed  by  them,  You  are  to  give 
an  Account  thereof  to  Us  •,  and  in  the  mean  Time  You  are  to  allure  them  that  you 
do  not  doubt,  but  you  lhall  be  empowered  to  remit  to  them,  whatfoever  is  necef- 
fary  and  reafonable  for  their  Support  as  foon  as  they  are  actually  in  the  Field.  But 
yon  are  always  to  remember  to  put  a  juft  Value  on  the  Extraordinary  Expence  Her 
Majefty  is  at  upon  Account  of  this  Expedition  for  the  Common  Benefit. 

N°  46. 

Mr.  Crow'/  Commijfion  to  treat  with  the  Catalans. 

ANNE    R. 

ANNE,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  Cc.  To  all  to  whom  thefe  Prefents  lhall  come  Greet- 
ing. Whereas  it  highly  concerns  Us,  as  well  as  our  Allies,  that  the  Spaniards 
Shaking  off  the  heavy  Yoke  of  the  Dominion  of  France,  ihould  return  to  the  Obe- 
dience of  the  mod  AugufiHoufe  of  Jvjiria,  which  thar  Nation  has,  forfeveral  Ages, 
found  to  be  mild,  and  being  informed  that  the  mod  Noble  Principality  of  Ota- 
Ionia  are  defirous  fo  to  do ;  in  Order  to  promote  fo  good  a  D  fign,  and  even  with 
our  Succours  of  Money,  and  the  Help  of  our  Arms,  to  bring  it  as  foon  as  poifible 
to  an  happy  End :  We  think  fit  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  with  the  faid  Principality, 
or  any  other  Province  of  Spain,  upon  condition  they  acknowledge  and  receive 
Charles  the  3d,  as  lawful  King  of  Spain,  and  utterly  abdicate  the  Hoofe  of  Bom- 
bon,  and  that  to  this  End  they  join  their  Strength  and  Troops  with  Ours  to  attack 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  his  Adherents.  Know  ye  therefore,  that  We  have  fnlly 
empower'd  Our  Trufty  and  Well-beloved  Mitford  Crowe  Efq-,  (who  is  acquainted 
with  thofe  Countries)  to  make  an  Alliance  between  Us,  and  the  laid  Principality, 
or  any  other  Province  of  Spain  ;  and  have  ordered  him,  as  Wc  by  virtue  or  rhefd 
Prefects  empower  and  order  him,  to  confer,  agree  upon,  and  do  and  conclude 
every  thing  with  the  Deputies  of  the  faid  Principality,  or  any  other  Province,  alfo 
fully  empowered,  that  may  conduce  to  the  findhing  fo  good  a  Work :  And  We 
do  promife,  that  whatever  he  (hall  tranfact  and  conclude  in  our  Name,  in  the  faid 
Treaty  of  Alliance  between  Us  and  the  faid  Principality,  or  any  other  Province 
WTe  will  accept  and  ratify  the  fame.  In  witnefs  whereof  We  bav.  Signed  thefe 
Prefents,  and  caufedOur  Seal  to  be  affixed  to  the  fame.  Given  at  Our  Court  at  St 
James's  the  7th  of  March  170J,  in  the  third  Year  of  Our  Reign. 


N°  47- 

Mr  Crow"/  Credentials  to  the  Catalans  &c. 

ANNE,  by  the  Grace  of  God,    Queen  of  Great  Britain,   France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  To  the  mod  Illuftrious,  mofi  Noble  and  moft  Ex- 
cellent Lords,    the  Dukes,    MarquefTes,  Counts,  B irons,  Nobles,  Gentlemen,    Ma- 
giftrares  of  Towns,  and  Governours  of  Places,   or  any  their  Officers  both  Military 
and  Civil,    of  the  Principality  of  Catalonia,   or  any  others  whofoever  of  any  Pro- 
vince in  Spain,    to  whom  thefe  Prefents  fhall  come  Grepfing.     Whereas  We  have 
taken  up  Arms  to  vindicate  the  Liberties  of  Europe  againft  the  exorbitant    Power 
of  France,  and  to  this  end  We  make  Our  Efforts  to  prevent  the  Neighbouring  Nati- 
ons from  becoming  its  Slaves  -,    and  being  alfo  informed  that  yon  have  always  had 
a  fervent  Zeal  for  Liberty,    and  that  you  feem  to  difdain  the  Yoke  of  the  Domini- 
on of  France  which  is  laid  on  your  Necks,  and  that  You  defign,  as  becomes  *brave 
Men,    to  Shake  off  the  fame:    We  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  fend  Our  Trufty 
and  Well-beloved  Mitford  Crowe  Efq;   towards  you,    long  fince  known  to  fome  a- 
mongit  you,   not  only  to  know  your  Thoughts  upon  this  Subjecf,  and  to  confirm 
You  in  fo  brave  2  Defign,  but  we  have  alfo  fully  empower'd  him  to  treat  with  You, 
and  to  do  every  thing  that  may  conduce  to  the  finifhing  this  good  Work.    We 

hope 
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hope  therefore  that  his  coming  will  be  accept  ible  unto  you,  and  We  defire  you  for 
the  fame  Reafon,  that  you  will  hear  him  favourably,  and  give  an  intir-  Faith  to  ere 
ry  thing  he  ihall  tell  you  in  our  Name.     Given  at  Our  Palace  at  St  fmttt  the  7th 
of  March  1705,  in  the  third  Year  ol  Our  Reign. 

N°  48. 

St.  James  SMay   \ft.  171 5. 
InfmBions  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudcfly  Shovel. 

EXTRACT. 

WHereas  nothing  can  be  of  more  Importance  to  the  common  Caufe,  or  prove 
more  conducing  to  the  Eftabliihmont  ot  King  Ciarki  III.  on  the  Throne  of 
Spain,  than  w  Poflefiion  of   Barcelona  and  Cadiz  :  We  therefore  command  you  to 
concur  to  the  utmoft  ot  your  Power,  with  all  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be  propos'd 
to  you,  for  the  reduction  of  thofe  important  Places     But  lince  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Attempts  on  Cadiz  will  be  nmre  pra&icable  in  your  return,  you  are 
therefore  without  lofsof  Time  to  proceed  to  the  Coaft  of  Catalonia,  leaving  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  Attempt  on  Cadiz  to  a  more  properSeafon  when  they  left  expect  you,and 
when  you  may  probably  have  fome  Aififtance  from  the  Army  in  Portugal,  and  the 
Garrifon  of  Gibraltar.     And  being  arriVd  on  the  Coaft  of  Catalonia,  We  require  and 
command  you  to  do  the  beft  you  can  to  induce  the  Catalans  'o  cooperate  with  you 
for  the  reduction  of  Spain,  to  the  Obedience  of  Kins  Charles-  III.    And  you  are  to 
encourage  thofe  People  whom  we  think  well  arreted  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  to 
lhake  off  the  Yoke  of  France :  And  to  animate  them  to  profecute  their  Liberty  with 
more   Vigour,  you  are  hereby  empower'd  to  afTuie  them,  that  they  (hall  not  want 
our  Support ;  and  you  may  pronvfe  them  in  our  Name,  that  we  will  fecure  them  a 
Confirmation  of  their  Rights  and  Liberties,  trom  the  King  of  Spam,   that  they  may 
be  fettled  on  a  lafting  Foundation  to  them  and  their  Pofteriries;  and  you  muff  ufe 
your  beft  Endeavours,  that  the  Declarations  to  be  iflhed  by  His  Catholick  Majefty  be 
fuitable  and  agreeing  with  thofe  pnblilh  d  by  our  Order.     But  in  cafe  you  find  no 
fuitable  returns  from  the  Catalog  and  Spaniards  to  our  kind  Offers,   and  that  they 
are  not  to  be  prevailed  on  by  fair  Means  to  efpoufe  the  Interefta  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aufti  ia,  then  you  are  to  take  proper  Meafures  for  annoying  the  Towns  on  the  Coaft 
of  Sjpabt,  and  reduce  them  by  Force:  In  this, and  all  other  Services  governing  your 
felves  as  before  directed  by  Council  of  War. 

You  are  to  correfpond  with  Mitford  Crowe  Efq-,    who  is  now  at  Genoa  by  Our 
Command,  in  order  to  fend  Advices  of  the  Difpofitions  of  the  Catalans. 

N°  49. 

Earl  of  Peterborough's  Manifefto  in  dpain. 

To  all  the  Loyal  SubjeBs  of  the  Monarchy  of  Spain,  of  what  Rank  or  Quality 
foever,  Church-men  or  Lay-inen,  within  the  Dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  Greeting. 

OUR  Sovereign  Lady,  Jme,hy  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  (^reat- Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  &c.  having  thought  fit  to  conftitote  and  nominate  us,  General  ot  the 
Troops  which  Her  Ma jefty  lias  join'd  with  thofe  of  the  Lords  the  States  General,  and 
which  are  employed  to  maintain  the  juft  Right  of  the  mod  Auguft  Houfe  of  Aujlria 
to  the  Monarchy  of  Spain,  and  to  aflift  their  other  Allies:  We  have  jndg'd  it  necef- 
fary  and  convenient  to  declare,  before  we  proceed  to  open  Force,  that  we  are  not 
come  into  thefe  parts  to  take  Poffefllon  of  any  Place  in  the  Name  of  Her  Britanrick 
Majcfty,  or  of  the  Lords  the  States  General,  or  to  bring  into  thefe  Countries  the  Or- 
dinary Deflations  and  ufual  Calamities  of  War;,  but  to  defend  and  proted  the 

good 
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good  and  Loyal  .Subjects  of  the  faid  Monarchy,  and  to  free  them  from  the  infuppor'- 
able  Yoke  of  a  Government  oi  Foreigners,  and  from  the  Slavery  to  which  they  have 
been  reduced  and  fold  to  Frar.ce,  by  lll-difigning  Perfons.  The  Intention  therefore  of 
Her  faid  Majefty,  and  of  the  Lords  the  States  General,  being  to  maintain  the  j  ft 
Right  of  theHoufe  of  Jujlna,  and  the  Liberty  and  Priviledg^s  of  the  Subj  cts  o;  1,:, 
Catholic  Majefty  :  We  declare  and  promife  by  thefe  Prefents,  that  all  Loy.il  and  true 
Spaniards,  who  lhall  not  oppofe  onr  Forces,  but  give  I)  monftrations  of  their  Loyal 
and  due  Obedience  to  their  King  Charles  the  id.  lhall  be  protected  and  mjintain'd  in 
their  Religion,  Perfons,  Eflates,  Ofh\  es  and  Priviledges,  without  any  Mol  ftation. 
But  if  (contrary  to  our  Hopes)  the  Inhabitants  and  People  of  theftCountries  fh  il!  not 
concur  with  us  in  the  Execution  of  the  pood  Intentions  of  her  faid  Maj-fty  and  of 
the  L  >rds  the  States  General  :  We  take  God  to  Witnefs,  that  they  wihully  draw  up- 
on themfelves  all  the  Hoftilities  which  may  be  committed  by  the  Forces  under  our 
Command  ;  and  that  the  B'ame  will  lye  at  theT)oor  of  fuch  Spaniards,  who  when 
fc  fair  an  Opportunity  is  offered  them,  to  give  Proofs  of  th-ir  Loyalty,  and  follow 
the  Motives  or  their  Duty  and  Intereft,  lhall  let  flip  fo  favourable  a  Conjuncture. 


N°  50. 

LLxtraB  of  Lord  Lexington's  InjlmSiion  when  he  went  Ambafjador 
to  Spain.    Dated  at  Windfor  the  iji.  day  cf  Sept.    17 12. 

AS  foon  as  jron  receive  thefe  our  Inftrudions  and  your  other  Difpatches,  You  fhall 
repair  with  all  diligence  to  Madiid,or  where-ever  elfe  you  are  informed  the  C>  urt 
is.  Upon  your  Arrival  you  fhall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  acquaint  him  that  you  are  come  thither  upon  the  Affuranres  we  have  had 
from  the  mofi  Chrifrian  King,  that  you  lhall  be  kindly  treated,  and  that  you  (hail 
be  permitted  to  be  prefent  in  Perfon  at  the  Solemnity  of  the  Renunciation  rhatis  to 
mtde  to  the  Crown  of  France.  You  lhall  at  the  fame  time  let  him  know  that  we  have 
fully  Authorizd  vou,  to  take  upon  you  the  Character  of  our  Ambaffidor  Ex'raordi- 
nary,  and  to  acknowledge  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  as  foon  as  he  fhall  have 
made  his  Renunciation  in  the  Form  agreed  on,  and'fhall  acknowledge  the  Siicfcvfli- 
on  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  thefe  Realms,  in  the  Proteftant  Line  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hmnver,  in  the  fame  manner  the  French  King  has  done,  and  fhall  have  fignifi  d  to 
You  his  Refolutions  to  execute  whatever  has  been  Stipulated  by  theMoft  Chrifljan. 
King  in  his  B  half. 

You  are  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty,  or  his  Minifters,  that  it  is  no  lefs  for  his 
Intereft  than  for  Our  Honour,  that  a  General  Amnefty  be  granted  without  Excep- 
tion to  all  Spaniards,  who  have  adhered  to  the  Houfe  of  Aiijlria,  and  in  a  particular 
M  inner  to  the  Catalans,  with  regard  to  their  Perfons,  Eflates,  Dignities,  and  Pii- 
viledges. 


N°5i    • 

Hxtraff  of  the  T)ema?ids  made  by  Lord  Lexington  to  the  Court  of 
Madiid^  on  the  fart  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  October 
1712. 

ART.  nth,  The  Queen  of  Great  Britain  prays  his  Majefty  to  grant  a 
General  Amnefty  without  Exception  to  all  Spaniards,  who  have  adhered  to 
the  Houfe  of  Jtiflria,  and  particularly  the  Catalans,  the  Queen  thinking  it  as 
necellary  to  the  Interefts  of  his  Citholick  Majefty,  as  for  her  Honour. 

N°  52.  Lord 
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Ne  52.  Lord  Dartmouth  to  the  Marquis de  Mont* 
leone,  Jan.  14^,   17 

SIR, 
T"*  H  E  Quern  having  underftood  by  the  Duke  of  SLrewibury'i  laft  Letter*, 
■■•  thac  the  Cacholick  King  did  not  intend  that  the  Amnefty  ne  granted  to 
the  Catalans,  fhould  extend  to  the  Prefervation  of  their  PriViledgei  j  I  i 
exprefs  to  you,  bir,  how  much  Surprize  Her  Majefty  ihow'd  upon  it  ;  for  to 
fpetk  plainly  to  you, 'twas  never  thought  His  Catholick  Majefty  defign'd  to 
take  away  the  Lives  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  whole  Province,  fo  there  was  no 
Occafion  to  provide  for  it  by  a  Treaty.  The  fole  Thing  then  intended  in 
ftipulating  a  General  Amnefty,  could  be  no  other,  than  that  thi>  Province 
fhould  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fame  Priviledges,  and  be  upon  the  fame  Foot 
in  every  RefpeA,  as  it  was  at  the  Death  of  the  late  King  of  Spain,  Charles 
the  II 1.  The  Queen,  Sir,  has  order'd  me  to  reprcfent  this  to  your  Excellency 
in  a  moftearneft  manner,  as  a  Matter  in  which  Her  Majcfty's  Honour  is  v. 
much  concerned,  That  She  looks  upon  it  as  an  Article  already  ftipulated  in  all 
its  Forms,  and  which  She  thinks  Herfelf  oblig'd  by  Motives  of  Confcience  not 
to  depart  from. 

N°.  53.  Tr anjiation  of  Lord  Lexington's  Letter  to 
Mr.  Orry,  Aug.  i6th^  171 3. 

T  Set  out  to  Morrow  for  the  Efcurial,  to  enjoy  the  only  Moment  of  Leifurc 
■*  I  have  had  fince  my  Arrival  at  Madrid.  I  beg  I  may  have  an  Anfwcr  to  my 
laft  Memorial  touching  St.  Sacrament,  at  my  Return  to  fend  it  away  by  tho 
next  Poft :  Alfo  I  entreat  you,  Sir,  to  confider  well  your  own  Interefts,  if  you 
will  not  doit  in  Regard  to  the  Iniiances  of  the  Queen  my  Miftrefs ;  your  Suf- 
pentionof  Arms  on  that  Side,  which  ends  in  lefs  than  two  Months  j  the  Necef- 
fity  you  are  under  to  withdraw  your  Troops  from  Andaloufta,  to  put  an  End 
to  the  Rebellion  of  the  Catalans ;  and  if  it  would  not  forthefe  Reafons  be  ve- 
ry much  for  your  Convenience,  to  make  Peace  with  Portugal  in  the  preicnt 
Conjun&ure.  I  ask  you  a  Thoufand  Pardons  for  concerning  my  felf  in  your 
Affairs. 

N°.  54..  Extraff  of  the  King  of  SpainV  Anfwer 
to  my  Lord  LexingtonV  Memorial,  the  1  $th  of 
Dec.  1712. 

AS  to  the  Amnefty  which  is  propos'd  and  defir'd  in  the  Sixth  Point  for 
the  Catalans,  tho'  his  Majefty  might  refufe  it,  as  well  on  Account  of 
the  little  thofe  People  have  deferv'd  from  him,  as  of  the  Condition  to  which 
<hey  are  now  reduc  d  in  the  little  Ground  they  are  pofiefs'd  of  in  that  Princi- 
pality, being  without  the  Affiftancc  of  Her  Majefty  of  Great- Britain's  Troops, 
and  thofe.  of  Portugal,  which  are  withdrawn,  and  his  Majefty's  Troops  and 
thofe  of  the  King  his  Grandfather,  being  ready  to  enter  in  this  very  Month 
cf  December,  by  three  ftveral  Ways  into  their  Country ;  notwithftanding  all 
thele  Reafons,  his  Majefty,  more  cut  of  Complaifance  to  Her  Britifh  Majefty, 
and  to  give  Her  Satisfa&ion,  than  for  any  of  the  Arguments  that  have  been 
offer'd,  is  willing  to  grant  his  Pardon  to  all  the  Catalans,  who  acknowledging 
the  King's  Clemency,  and  repenting  them  of  their  Error,  (hall  fubmit  to  His 
Dominion  and  Vaffalage,  within  the  Time  that  (hall  be  prenYd  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 
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N\  5  5.  Extratt  of  the  Convention  for  evacuating 
Catalonia,  &V.  March  r^jb,  171 3. 

Art.  i°.     ALL  the  Troops  of  the  Emperour  and  of  the  Allies  lhall  be  fent 
XI  away  out  of  the  Principality  of  Catalonia,  and  the  Iflands  of 
Majorca  and  Ivica. 

8°.  Moreover  a  General  Amnefty  and  a  perpetual  Oblivion,  &c.  lhall  be 
granted,  and  (hall  be  publifh'd  immediately,  in  due  form,  from  the  time 
that  the  Evacuation  begins,  for  all  the  Subjects  and  Inhabitants  of  Catalonia, 
and  of  the  faid  Iflands,  as  well  Secular  as  Ecclefiaftical. 

9°.  But  whereas  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  have  ftill 
infilled  upon  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Privileges  of  the  Catalans,  and  of  the 
Subjects  and  Inhabitants  of  Majorca  and  Ivica,  before  the  Evacuation  ;  but  on 
the  Part  of  France,  and  of  her  Allies,  whatever  relates  to  this  Affair,  is  referr'd 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  future  Peace,  Her  Royal  Majefty  of  Great- Britain 
has  again  declaned,  that  fhe  will  interpofe  her  good  Offices  in  the  mod  effe- 
ctual manner,  whenever  there  lhall  be  occafion,  that  for  the  future,  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Catalonia,  Majorca  and  Ivica,  may  enjoy  their  Privileges,  in  which 
the  faid  Imperial  Plenipotentiary  Minifters  did  at  laft  acquiefce,  fince  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  himfelf  had  ordered  it  to  be  declared  by  his  Plenipoten- 
tiary Minifters,  that  he  wou'd  alfo  joyn  his  Endeavours  for  that  Purpofe. 

N°.  $6.  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Lexing- 
ton to  tie  Lord  Dartmouth,  Auguft  jth,  1 7 1 3. 

MOnfieur  Orry  fpoke  to  me  from  the  King  laft  week,  faying  that  His 
Majefty  defired,  that  the  Queen  would  be  pleas'd  to  lend  him  fix  or 
more  Ships  to  block  up  Barcelona,  and  this  Morning  the  Princefs  prefled  me 
extremely  upon  the  fame  Subject.  I  anfwer'd  to  both,  that  I  could  fay  nothing 
to  ir,  but  that  I  was  afraid  it  would  meet  with  this  difficulty,  that  Her  Ma- 
jefty would  be  very  unwilling  to  lend  Her  Ships  to  exterminate  a  People,  that 
had  taken  up  Arms  in  a  great  Meafure  at  the  Inftigation  of  her  Minifters, 
and  that  fhe  would  think  fhe  had  done  enough  to  gratify  the  King  of  Spain, 
in  not  infilling  upon  the  preferving  for  them  their  Antient  Liberties,  without 
helping  to  deftroy  them,  and  that  if  his  Majefty  could  have  been  prevail- 
ed upon  to  have  been  lefs  rigid  upon  that  head,  all  this  had  been  avoided, 
and  the  Catalans  perhaps  in  as  great  Tranquillity,  and  as  Obedient  Subjects  as 
any  in  Spain  at  this  Day. 

N°.  57.  Tranflation  of  the  Lord  Lexington^  Let- 
ter to  the  Deputies  of  Barcelona,  November 
i%tfo  '1713. 


Gentlemen, 
T  Wifh  I  could  have  feen,  before  my  departure  for  England,  the  Defires  of  the 
-  Queen  my  Miftrefs  accomplished,  but  it  is  fo  long  fince  I  have  received 
i  sr  Ma jefty's  Orders  to  return,  that  I  cannot  defer  the  fame  any  longer,  and 
I  fee  out  this  Day  from  Madrid,  in  order  to  go  and  embark  at  Lisbon,  where 
one  of  our  Men  of  War  ftays  for  me,  fo  that  the  beft  I  thought  I  could  do  for 
you,  was  to  employ  the  laft  Moments  of  my  Stay,  in  Supplicating  anew  the 
King  your  Mafter,  to  receive  your  Obedience  in  the  Words  of  the  Treaty  of 

Utrecht, 
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Utrecht,  and  to  pardon  your  Refufal  of  the  Amncfty  which  was  offcr'd  ycu 
by  his  Catholick  Majefty.  I  charge  the  Conful  at  Meant  to  convey  this 
Letter  to  you,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  and  that  it  may  be  deliver 'd 
fafe  to  you,  that  it  may  induce  you,  for  your  own  good,  to  take  the  refuta- 
tion of  having  recourfe  to  the  King's  Clemency.  There  are  advices  here 
which  aflure  us,  that  you  have  applied  to  the  Queen  my  Miftrefs,  for  tiling 
her  good  Offices  with  the  Catholick  King,  for  obtaining  this  favour  in  your 
behalf  ;  relying  upon  rhofe  Advices,  I  venture  writing  to  you  upon  this  Sub- 
ject, having  always  been  defirous  to  contribute  to  every  thing  mod  favourable 
that  might  be  demanded  for  you  at  this  Juncture,  which  is  fuch,  that  I  mud 
repeat  to  you,  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  Advice,  than  that  of  accepting  the 
Amnefty  in  the  Manner  it  was  offer'd  you,  fince  God  his  not  permitted  that 
any  thing  more  could  be  obtain'd  in  your  Favour.  I  leave  my  Secretary  at 
Madrid,  to  whom  the  Conful  will  tranfmit  your  Anfwer,  which  may  come  to 
my  hands  at  Lisbon,  before  I  embark;  in  cale  you  take  your  Refolutions  with- 
out any  delay,  and  loon  enough  for  that  purpofc,  1  could  write  from  thence 
in  fuch  manner  as  you  fhould  defire,  having  always  been  full  of  good  Will 
for  you,  and  ready  to  lay  hold  of  all  opportunities  offhewing  you  how  much 
I  am,  &t. 

N°.  58.  Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Lexing. 
ton  to  Monfieur  Orry,  ^oth  Nov.   1 7 1 5. 


sir, 

I  Send  you  the  Letter  for  the  Gentlemen  of  Barctlona,  as  we  have  concerted 
it,  and  approv'd  by  his  Majefty ;  a  Letter  for  the  Count  of  Lecbtraine, 
and  another  for  our  Conful  at  Alkant ;  it  is  neceffary  that  the  Count  of  Lt- 
chtraint fhould  be  made  privy  to  this  Matter,  for  orherwife  it  wiilbe  very  dif- 
ficult to  perfwadc  any  one  to  undertake  fuch  an  Affair,  which  leads  dire&ly 
to  the  Galiows.  You  muft  either  Seeure  the  Perfbn  by  a  Pafsport,  that  will 
undertake  it,  or  give  him  a  good  reward  ;  otherwife  you  will  find  no  Body  to 
doit. 

I  defire  you  Sir  to  be  perfectly  perfwaded,  that  where-ever  lam,  you  have 
a  faithful  Servant,  fenfible  of  all  the  Obligations  you  have  laid  upon  me.  I 
defire  you  to  laj  me  ac  the  Feet  of  the  King  and  of  the  Queen,  to  whofe  Ser- 
vice 1  fhall  be  devoted  all  my  life.  I  go  away  deeply  affected  with  all  the 
Favours  and  Civilities  their  Majefties  have  fhewn  me  on  all  Occafions.  I 
ftall  have  an  F.terral  gratitude  for  all  the  marks  of  goodnefs  of  Madam  the 
Princefs,  and  will  net  fail  to  acquaint  the  Queen  with  the  Zeal  fhe  has  al- 
ways fhew'd  for  her  Majefty's  Service. 

N°.  59.  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Burch  to 
Mr.  Tilfon,  Dec.  4^,  1 7 1 3.  N.  S. 

HIS  Lordfhip  orders  me  to  fend  you  likewife  the  Letter,  mentioned  there- 
in to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Deputation  of  Barcelona,  which  his  Excel- 
lency has  been  perfwaded  to  write,  at  the  repeated  defire  of  this  Court. 

That  about  a  fortnight  ago  this  was  propos'd  to  his  Excellency  by  the 
French  Ambaffador,  who  at  the  fame  time  read  a  Paragraph  out  of  a  Letter 
from  Monfieur  Torcy,  wherein  he  fays,  that  the  Queen  had  defir'd  his  Mafter 
to  joyn  with  her,  in  order  to  induce  this  Court  to  accommodate  that  Affair; 
to  which  his  Lordfhip  anfwered,  that  he  could  fay  nothing  to  it,  fince  he  had 
received  no  Orders  to  that  purpofc. 

That 
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That  the  fame  was  afterwards  propos'd  by  the  Princefs,  and  in  a  very 
preffing  manner  the  morning  before  his  Lordfhip  left  this  Court,  and  at  the 
fame  time  told  him,  that  the  King  defired  he  would  come  to  him  that  Eve- 
ning,which  his  Lordfhip  accordingly  did,  when  hisMajefty  was  pleafed  to  tell 
him,  that  he  had  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  his  Grandfather  to  the  fame  purpofe 
with  what  the  French  Ambaffador  had  before  told  him,  and  that  therefore  he 
defired  his  Lordfhip  would  write  fuch  a  Letcer  j  upon  which  his  Excellency 
told  his  Majefty  much  the  fame  as  what  you  will  find  marked  in  his  Letter 
to  Mr.  Orry  j  however  he  thought  he  could  not  refufe  to  comply  with  his 
Majefty's  repeated  defire  upon  this  occafion,  efpecially  fince  there  is  nothing 
contain'd  in  the  faid  Letter,  but  what  has  been  agreed  upon  at  Utrecht,  and. 
his  Lordfhip  was  the  more  inclined  thereto  for  this  reafon,  that  if  they  had  a 
Mind  to  accommodate,  the  Queen  would  have  the  Meditation  ;  and  if  they 
had  not,  that  then  this  Court  wouid  fee,  that  her  Majefty  would  be  always 
ready  to  ferve  them,  and  how  neceffary  She  might  be  to  them  upon  all  occa- 
sions, which  his  Lordfhip  hoped,  would  very  much  haften  the  Conclufion  of 
the  Peace. 

N°  <5o.  Extraftof  Sir  Patrick  LawteRs R'prefen- 
tation  to  the  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Sept.  9th,  171 3. 

WHEREAS  the  Treaty  for  the  Evacuating  of  Catalonia  has  not  been 
effe&uated  on  the  Part  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Barcelona  and  Majorca  do  ftill  refufe  to  put  themfelves  under  the  King 
of  Spain's  Subjection,  live  in  an  hoftile  Manner,  committing  great  Depreda- 
tions at  Sea,  and  interrupting  all  Commerce  and  Correfpondence  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  which  it  is  apprehended  they  will  be  affifted  by  the  Algerines 
and  other  Moors,  to  the  univerfal  Detriment  of  all  the  Trading  Nations  of 
Europe,  unlefs  fome  fpeedy  means  be  found  to  prevent  the  fame  by  a  Naval 
Strength:  It  is  fubmitted  to  the  Consideration  of  Her  Majefty,  not  only  as 
Guarantee  of  the  aforefaid  Treaty  of  Evacuation,  but  as  it  fo  materially  con- 
cerns the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain ;  and  therefore  his  Catholick  Majefty  hopes, 
that  Her  Majefty  will  Order  a  Squadron  of  Her  Ships  of  War,  for  the  purpofe 
of  fbppreffing  thofe  evil  Praftices,  reducing  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Subjects 
to  their  Obedience,  and  thereby  compleat  the  Tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  of 
the  Mediterranean  Commerce. 

Nto  61.    Extra  ft  of  the  Infiruftions  for  Sir  James 
Wifhart,    February  2  8 fib,  1713. 

WHEREAS  frequent  Complaints  have  been  made  to  Us,  that  the 
Trade  of  our  Subjects  has  been  interrupted  in  thofe  Seas  in  an  unufual 
and  extraordinary  Manner  by  Ships  and  Veffels  belonging  to  Catalonia,  Majorca, 
Sardinia^  Naples,  and  other  Places ;  You  are  therefore  upon  all  fuch  Complaints 
which  you  fhall  receive  from  hence,  or  which  fhall  be  brought  there  by  Our 
Subjects  claiming  your  Prote&ion,  to  apply  in  the  molt  proper  Method  you  can 
for  Reftitution  to  be  made,  and  Satisfa&ion  to  be  given  j  and  you  are  to  let 
the  Perfons  concerned  know,  that  in  cafe  of  refufal,  you  are  direded  to  make 
Reprifals,  and  accordingly  when  you  judge  it  neceffary,  you  are  to  make  Re- 
prifals  upon  fuch  as  refufe  to  do  Juftice  to  Our  Subje&s ;  We  being  determined 
to  do  all  that  in  Us  lies  towards  reftoring  the  free  and  peaceable  Navigation 
of  thofe  Seas,  and  fecuring  the  quiet  and  unmolefted  Commerce  of  all  fair  and 
lawful  Traders. 

You  will  have  herewith  put  into  your  Hands  an  Authentick  Copy  attefted 
by  Theophilus  Blyket  late  Commiffary  of  our  Stores  at  Barcelona,  of  the  Receipt 

given 
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given  there,  for  fuch  Part  of  the  faid  Stores  as  were  taken  forcibly  from  him 
in  the  Month  of  Auguft  laft,  notwithstanding  his  procuring  ;in   Article  of  his 
Inftructions,  by  which  he  was  forbid  to  deliver  out  any 
reetion  from  our  Captain- General,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  I 
You  will  have  likewifea  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputation  at  Bar 
Our  High  Trealurcr  of  Great  Britain-,  and   an  Eftimate  of  the  \  i 
aforc'aid  Stores  attefted  by  the  find  Tbeopbilus  Blyke.     Upon  the  I    I  >ns, 

when  you  come  before  the  faid  City  of  Barcelona,  You  will  in  Oui  Jc- 

mand  the  immediate  Payment  of  the  Value  of  the  faid  Stores  bcg  h  the 

Eftimate  aforementioned,  or  a  fufficient  Security  for  the  Payment  the 
fome  reafonable  Time  ;  and  you  will  further  rcprefentto  the  Deputation 
Barcelona  on  this  Occafion,  that  they  have  great  Rcafon  to  think  themfelves 
very  tenderly  us'd,  if  We  only  demand  the  Value  of  the  Stores  which   vv 
taken  in  lb  unjuftifiable  a  Manner,  to  be  paid  Us ;  Whereas  we  might  with 
much  Equity,  and  on  fo  good  Grounds  likewife  infift  upon  a  full  Reparation 
for  the  Affront  offer'd  to  Us,  in  violently  Seizing  our  Stores,  and  confining 
the  Perfon  of  our  Officer. 

Wc  have  alio  directed  that  a  Copy  of  the  Convention  made  at  Utrecht,  for 
the  Evacuation  of  Catalonia,  and  for  preferring  the  Neutrality  of  Italy,  fhould 
be  put  into  your  Hands.  We  eafily  forefee  that  many  Complaints  will 
made,  and  that  many  Difputcs  will  arife  concerning  the  Performance  or  In- 
fraction of  that  Convention,  whereof  We  made  our  Selves  Contractor  and 
Guarantee  in  fo  very  particular  a  Manner.  Wherefore  We  think  fit  to  require 
and  Command  you  to  Endeavour  upon  all  Occalions  to  redrefs  any  thing  chat 
may  be  done  contrary  to  it,  and  to  enforce  a  ftrid:  Observance  of  it  in  all  its 
Parts. 

Upon  your  repairing  to  Barcelona,  you  are  likewife  to  give  Notice  of  your 
Arrival  to  Our  Right,  &c.  Robert  Lord  Blngley,  whom  we  have  appointed  to 
be  Our  Ambufador  Extraordinary  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  to  fend  him  an 
Account  of  your  Proceedings  ;  and  in  this  and  all  other  Matters  relaring  to 
Our  Service,  you  will  take  Care  to  Correfpond  wirh  our  faid  AmbalTador; 
particularly  in  Order  to  the  putting  an  End  to  the  Diforders  and  Confufions 
which  now  reign  in  thofe  Parts.  And  when  you  fhall  be  informed  by  our  faid 
AmbalTador  of  the  Negociations  he  has  adjufted  concerning  the  Inhabitants  of 
Catalonia,  and  towards  procuring  the  Quiet  and  Settlement  of  that  Province, 
and  of  the  Ifland  of  Majorca,  you  fhall  upon  fuch  Informations  and  Advices 
rake  the  neceffary  Mealures  purfuant  to  Our  Intentions,  and  the  gener.il  In- 
flections We  have  given  you  in  that  behalf,  and  according  to  fuch  Other  ln- 
ftru&ions  as  you  may  from  Time  to  Time  receive  relating  thereunto. 

N°  61.    Extracl  of  additional  Inductions  for  Sir 
James  Wiihart,  the  1 8th  of  March,  17-*. 

WHEREAS  by  Our  Inftructions  to  you  bearing  Date  the  28th  Dav  of 
February  laft,  you  are  directed  to  give  Notice  of  your  Arriv  .n-e- 

lona  to  Our  Right,  (fc  Robert  Lord  BitigUy,  who  is  going  as  our  An  jur 

Extraordinary  to  the  Court  at  Madrid,  and  to  purfue  fuch  Meafures  as  are 
therein  mentioned:  Our  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  that  you  fhould  take  Care  to 
time  your  Arrival  before  the  faid  City  of  Barcelona,  according  to  the  Advices 
which  you  fhall  receive  from  our  faid  AmbalTador.  And  whereas  he  will  be 
Inftructed  to  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  obtain  for  the  People  of  Catalc. 
(notwithftanding  their  refufal  upon  the  Evacuation  of  that  Country  by  the 
Troops  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  to  Submit  to  Our  good  Brother  the  Catholick 
King)  all  the  Security  and  Advantages  that  are  poffible,  you  fhall  therefore 
upon  receiving  from  our  faid  AmbalTador  an  Account  of  what  he  has  been 
able  to  obtain  from  the  Court  at  Madrid  in  their  Behalf,  endeavour  by  the 
ftrongeft  Reprefcntations  you  can  make,  to  induce  the  Government  of  that 
Principality  to  accept  of  the  Terms  fo  obtained,  and  no  longer  to  continue  a 
War,  the  Event  of  which  mull,  fooner  or  later,  be  fatal  to  them. 

Z  And 
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And  whereas  by  Our  Inftructions  afore-mentioned,  We  did  likewife  dire& 
you  to  demand  Satisfaction  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  of  Majorca  and 
others,  for  the  Piratical  Depredations  which  have  been  and  may  be  exercifed 
on  any  ofourSubje&s  Trading  in  thofe  Seas;  Our  further  Will  and  Pleafure 
is,  that  you  fhould  in  the  firft  Place  take  all  proper  Methods  of  Perfuafion  to 
induce  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Ifland  to  fubmit  to  the  Terms  which  Our 
AmbalTador  at  Madrid  afore  faitl  fhall  inform  you  to  be  offer'd  to  them;  and  in 
cafe  they  do  perfift  in  their  Rcfufal  to  comply  with  fuch  Terms,  then  you  are 
to  employ  the  Squadron  under  your  Command  in  countenancing  and  affifting 
all  Attempts  which  may  be  made  for  the  reducing  of  the  faid  Ifland  of  Majorca 
to  a  due  Obedience,  that  fo  the  fame  having  been  yielded  up  by  his  Imperial 
Majefty,  may  become  Subject  to  fome  Government  or  ether,  and  no  longer 
remain'  in  the  State  it  is  at  prefent^  a  Harbour  for  Pirates  and  Robbers. 

You  are  to  take  the  firft  Opportunity  you  have,  when  you  are  on  the  Spot, 
and  joining  with  the  Spaniards  in  their  Undertakings,  to  fettle  with  the 
Officers  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  the  feveral  Species  of  Provision,  and  other 
Neceffarks  which  our  Ifland  of  Minorca  fball  have  Occafion  to  draw  for  their 
Subfiftar.ee  from  that  of  Majorca,  and  to  adjuft  as  far  as  poffible  the  particular 
Rates  and  Prices  at  which  the  faid  Provifions,  and  other  Neceifaries  fhall 
from  Time  to  Time  be  furnifhed. 

You  fhall  likewife  take  the  beft  Care  you  can  that  it  may  be  understood, 
that  Our  Subjeds  of  the  Ifland  ot  Minorca  may  have  free  leave  to  fetch  whac 
Quantity  of  Wood  they  fhall  want  lor  the  IfUnd  of  Ivica  ;  and  if  you  find  the 
Spaniards  to  take  Umbrage  at  this  Practice,  or  to  make  a  Difficulty  of  allow- 
ing this  Liberty,  then  you  are  to  inlift,  in  confideration  of  the  Friendfhip  be- 
tween Us  and  the  Catholick  King,  and  of  the  Obligations  which  he  has  to 
Us,  that  fome  Agreements  or  Convention  be  made  for  fertikg  that  Matter  on 
the  belt  Terms  that  can  be  obtained,  and  as  fhall  be  reafonabie. 

N°  63.   Extraff  of  Monfieur  de  TorcyV  Letter  to 
Mr.  Prior,  Marly  Nov.  1  tyb,  1 7 1 3. 

YOU  receiv'd,  Sir,  fometime  fince,  Orders  from  the  Queen  of  Great- 
Britain  to  ufe  Her  good  Offices  with  the  King  in  Favour  of  the  Catalans, 
who  haverebell'd  againft  the  King  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Bar- 
celona You  acquainted  me,  that  Her  Brhannick  Majefty  was  fure  they  would 
fubmitto  the  King  their  Matter,  if  that  Prince  would  granr  them  a  general 
Amnefty,  the  Reftitution  and  Enjoyment  of  all  their  Eftates,  and  in  fhortthe 
lame  Conditions  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  offer'd  them,  and  which  they  did 
not  accept,  without  mentioning  their  ancient  Privileges  any  more. 

The  Anfvver  which  the  King  juft  now  receives  from  the  Catholick  Kin£ 
upon  this  Article,  is,  that  he  is  ftill  willing  to  grant  the  fame  Conditions  to 
the  Rebellious  Catalans,  notwithftanding  they  render'd-  thomfelves  unworthy 
of  his  Favours,  by  flighting  them,  and  altho1  he  is  now  in  a  Condition  to  re- 
duce them  by  Force  :  He  defiresthe  King  to  impart  his  Anfwer  to  the  Queen 
of  Great- Britain,  my  Lord  Lexington  having  had  no  Orders  to  fpeak  about  this 
Affair. 


N°.  64.  Extratt  of  my  Lord  BolingbrokeV  Letter 
to  A/r.  Prior,  Sept.  2  5^,  171 3. 


THE  R  E  is  a  Perfon  here,  of  whom  we  have  never  taken  the  Ieafl  Notice 
as  a  publick  Man,  but  who  however,  is  an  Agent  from  the  Catalans.     By 
what  we  obferve  in  him  it  is  pretty  plain,  that  a  reafonabie  Accommodation 

might 
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nt  People.    ' 
vill  they  concur  with  d 
Philip  to  make  an  End  of  that  War? 


might  he  made  with  that  turbulent  People.    VVhat  is  the  Scufe  of  the   ) 
(  unit  on  this  Matter  ?  How  far  will  they   concur  with  the  Queen  in  ad. 


N°  6$.  Extratt  of  Sir  James  WifliartV  Letter- 
to  my  Lord  Bingley,  from  Alicant-Road,  the 
19th  of  May ■    1714.  0.  S. 


I 


Take  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  upon  my  Arrival  here, 
ceived  a  very  civil  Letter  from  Monlieur  Grimaldo,  his  Catholick  M.ijefty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State,  in  Anfwer  to  that  1  wrote  to  him  from  Cadiz,, 
together  with  the  Kings  Order  for  our  being  exempted  from  paying  the  Duties 
of  fuch  Wine,  Oil,  and  other  Provifions  as  we  fhould  have  Occafion  for  in  his 
Pons;  hut  the  Prices  of  them  are  fo  very  High,  that  though  we  have  now 
Priviletlge,  we  muft  think  of  being  fupplied  elfewhere  in  the  Mediterranean, 
if  we  don't  find  them  cheaper  in  fomc  other  Ports  of  Spain. 

My  Lord,  Wh»reas  it  has  been  ul'ua],  That  the  Grant  of  Exemption  from 
the  (aid  Duties,  h;:sbecn  made  to  the  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chi 
Her  Majefty's  Ships  when  on  thefe  Coafts :  I  defire  your  Excellency  may  be 
pleafed  to  move,  that  the  faidGrant  be  made  to  rayfelf,  if  you  think  Conve- 
nient ;  but  as  this  is  but  a  Trifle,  I  fubmit  it  to  your  better  Judgment,  whe- 
ther the  Granting  of  it  may  not  be  a  means  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might 
be  intended  from  the  Court  of  Madrid  more  to  my  Advantage,  and  do  leave  it 
intirely  to  your  Confideration  whit  may  be  moft  for  my  Intereft  at  that 
Placed  And  I  hope  by  your  Lordfhip's  Friendfhip  to  find  fome  Marks  of  1  <- 
vour  from  thence  in  regard  of  the  very  great  Expence  I  am  at  in  this  Expedi- 
tion, which  is  fo  much  intended  for  their  Service,  and  for  which  1  have  no 
Allowance  from  Home  but  my  Pay,  which  won't  defray  half  my  Charges. 

N°  66.  Extraft  of  Sir  James  WifhartV  Letter 
to  my  Lord  Bingley,  from  Alicant-Road,  May 
the  2\Ji,  1714.   0.  S. 

MY  Lord,  in  my  Letter  of  the  19^  inftant,  I  defir'd  the  Favour  of  your 
Excellency  to  move  the  King  of  Spain,  that  the  Grant  of  Exemption 
of  the  Duties  of  Wine,  Oil,  &c.  fhould  be  to  my  felf,  in  regard  that  thofe  who 
have  been  Admirals  of  Her  Majefty's  Fleet  formerly  in  the  Mediterranean, 
have  had  the  fame  Benefit  ,•  but  upon  a  further  Confideration  of  this  Matter, 
which  is  but  of  fmall  Moment,  and  that  it  may  appear  much  greater  than  it 
really  is,  both  at  the  Court  of  Spain  and  England,  I  defire  your  Excellency 
may  not  take  any  Notice  of  it,  but  let  the  Grant  ftand  as  it  does. 

My  Lord,  on  any  other  Occafionthat  the  Court  of  Madrid  might  take,  to 
exprefs  their  good  Will  to  me,  I  humbly  beg  your  Excellency's  Countenance 
and  Afliftance,  leaving  it  entirely  to  you  to  do  therein  as  you  (hall  think 
fir. 


[  88  ] 

N°  6j.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  James  Wifliart 
to  the  Government  of  Barcelona,  from  on  Board 
the  Rippon  at  Sea,  July  8th,  17 14.  O.  S. 

Gentlemen, 
T7C7HEREAS  many  Complaints  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  of 
V\  the  frequent  Difturbances  given  to  the  Commerce  of  the 
Subjects  of  the  Queen  of  Great- Britain,  by  Ships  and  Veffels  carrying  your 
Commiffion,  which. have  infolently  prefum'd  to  take,  carry  up,  and  plunder 
their  Ships,  and  to  ufe  the  Men  belonging  to  them  in  a  barbarous  manner; 
I  have  thought  fit  to  fend  to  you  Captain  Gordon,  who  commands  Her  Ma- 
jefty's  Ships  of  War,  the  Moor  and  Launcefton,  to  represent  to  you  thofe 
unwarrantable  and  prefumptuous  Proceedings:  And  by  Command  of  the 
Queen  my  Miftrefs,  I  do  demand  Satisfaction  for  the  fame,  expecting  that  it 
be  immediately  given,  by  your  making  Reftirution  to  the  feveral  Parties 
injured,  compenfaring  to  them  their  LofFcs  and  Damages,  a*nd  punifhing  the 
Commanders  and  Officers  of  your  Ships  and  Veffels,  which  have  committed 
thofe  Depredacions,with  the  utmoft  Severity  as  the  Nature  of  thofe  Crimes  de- 
fends, under ftanding  that  fome  of  thofe  Ships  and  Veffels  commiffion'd  by 
you,  do  belong  to  Majorca  and  Ivica  •  I  have  alfo  demanded  from  the  Mar- 
quis de  Rubi,  that  he  do  on  his  Part  in  procuring  the  Satisfaction  afore- 
laid,  which  he  has  promifed  me  ro  do  :  And  if  what  is  fo  juftiy  demanded 
of  you  be  not  punctually  complied  with,  I  leave  to  your  ielves  to  judge 
what  the  Confequences  may  be.  I  am,  &c. 

N°<58.  Tranjlation  of  the  Letter  from  the  City  of 
Barcelona,  to  Sir  James  Wifhart,  July  2  3^ 

1714.  N.  S. 


SIR, 

YOUR  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  8th  inftant  O.  S.  which  was  deliver'd 
to  us  by  Captain  Thomas  Gordon  and  Captain  John  Pulley,  Commanders 
of  the  Moor  and  Launcefion,  contains  your  Complaints  againft  us  that 
our  Privateers  have  detain'd  the  Englijh  Ships,  having  plunder'd  and  abus'd 
them,  and  depriv'd  them  of  the  Freedom  of  Trade-  for  which  reafon  your 
Excellency  demands  Satisfaction  for  Damages  j  and  to  inform  us  of  this 
Fact,  Captain  Gordon  has  communicated  to  us,  a  Memorial  which  we 
anfwer'd  immediately ;  and  we  have  the  Honour  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency, that  only  one  of  thefe  Veffels  mention 'd  in  the  faid  Memorial,  laden 
with  Salt,  was  brought  into  this  Harbour  by  our  Privateers ;  and  that  after 
having  taken  out  her  Lading,  and  entirely  paid  the  Captain  for  the  fame 
he  would  Sail  out  of  the  Port  with  all  his  Sails,  and  a  ltrong  Wind  the 
Pilot  having  no  regard  to  the  fhallownefs  of  the  Water,  nor  to  the  Intimation 
that  was  given  him  of  the  Danger  to  which  he  expos 'd  himfelf,  as  he  expe- 
rienc'd  it,  for  he  run  a-ground  at  the  entrance  of  the  Harbour,  and  got  off 
with  much  Difficulty,  by  the  fpeedy  AfTifrance  that  was  given  him.  Never- 
thelefs  we  do  not  think  we  ought  to  pay  for  the  Damatres  occafion'd  bv  the 
111  Conduct  of  the  Pilot.  B  y  ™c 
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As  to  the  other  Ships  mentioned  in  Captain  Gtrdtfi  Mcraoriil,  as  wc  have  not 
Had  the  lcaft  know  jdge  of  it,  we  Pappofc  there  mult  be  fomc  miftake  ;  it  n.  ,y  be 
alio  that  at  Majorca  or  Ivic*  they  may  know  fomcthing  of  it.  However 
give  an  account  of  fome  other  Ships  that  came  into  this  P«rt  to  fell  ih< 
fionsthey  had  on  board:  they  were  well  ufed,  and  fold  freely  their  Goods  a  a 
higher  Price :  than  they  could  have  got  any  where  clfe,  having  paid  them  with  our 
belt  fort  of  Mony  to  their  intirc  fatistaction,  having  thus  fupply'd  us  with 
what  wc  wanted,  being  befieg'd  ;  in  which  condition,  accoi  rhc  Law  of 

Rations,  we  are  pcrfuaded  we  have  not  afted  againft  Jnltice  or  Rcafon,  as  ycur 
Excellency  will  fee  by  the  enclofcd  Copys  of  Letters,  which  wc  wiit  to  the  Go- 
vernour  of  Port-Mahon,  and  Commadoic  George  Camock,  and  by  the  Anfwcr  of 
the  former  to  this  City  ;  whereby  we  doubt  hoc  but  your  Excellency  will  be  t 
vinced  of  the  Juftice  of  our  Proceedings,  and  be  made  fenfiblc,  that  the  News 
fpread  in  Europe  that  wc  lived  like  Pirates,  is  a  mere  Invention  of  oor  Enemys, 
to  render  us  odious  to  Mankind,  and  hinder  them  from  trading  with  us,  there- 
by to  deprive  us  of  all  NccefTarys  for  our  Sublicence,  in  order  to  reduce  us  the 
fooner.  And  to  convince  your  Excellency  how  much  we  value  a  good  Corrc- 
fpondenceand  Union  with  the  Englijb  Nation*  an  Order  was  publilh'd  this  day 
in  this  City,  forbidding  our  Privateers,  upon  pain  of  Death,  not  to  take,  dctaiD, 
or  abufe  any  Englifr  Ship  under  any  pretence  wbatfoever,  altho  they  fhould  even 
carry  Provilions  to  the  Enemy.  We  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  fo  juft  as  to 
approve  our  Conduct,  which  is  conformable  to  the  Rights  of  People  that  are 
beheg'd  •,  alluring  you,  that  when  we  (hall  know  of  3ny  of  our  Ships,  cither 
with  Commiflion,  or  without,  that  (hall  have  caufed  the  leaft  damage  to  any  Enr- 
///fcShip,  we  will  not  only  punifh  them  rigorouily,  but  fhall  likewife  be  ready  to 
make  good  all  Damages,  as  we  told  Capt. Gordon  more  at  large:  for  we  defire 
always  to  continue  in  that  good  Correfpondence,  which  we  have  maintain'd  hither- 
to with  your  Noble  and  Generous  Nation,  and  to  (hew  our  moft  profound  Refpect 
towards  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain ;  as  alfo  to  obey  your  Excellency's  Orders, 
which  we  earneftly  defire  you  will  pleafe  to  honour  us  with,  being  with  gxeac 
Truth  and  Refpedt,  c>r. 

Number   LX1X. 

Letter  from  the  Town  of  Barcelona  to  Sir  James  Wifliart, 

23  July,   1714. 

YOUR  Excellency  very  well  knows,  that  the  Engagement  CataUnid  enter'd 
into,  to  receive  Charles  the  Third  for  their  King,  was  founded  on  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  High  Allies,  but  moft  particularly  of  England;  without  which 
we  were  not  capable  of  coming  into  fo  great  an  Undertaking.  It  was  carry'd 
on  feven  Years,  during  which  time  we  have  always  feen  moft  Valiant  Englifli 
Troops,  that  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  not  only  in  the  Sieges  of  Places,  but 
alfo  in  their  Defence  \  particularly  in  that  of  Cardona,  which  as  it  was  the  laft 
Aftion,  fo  itisfrefher  in  our  Memory.  In  all  this  time  Catalonia  endcavour'd  to 
ferve  the  Englifr  Nation  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  by  contributing  Troops, 
and  confiderable  Sums  of  Mony  without  Intercft.  And  tho  we  had  pleafed  our 
felves  with  the  thoughts  of  the  Happinefs  to  be  always  Subjects  of  Charles  the  Third, 
feeing  him  fo  powerfully  fupported  \  yet  by  the  ordinary  Change  to  which  hu- 
man Affairs  are  liable,  we  now  fee  the  Troops  of  the  Duke,  of  Anjov,  affifted  by 
the  French.,  Matters  of  all  the  Principality,  except  Barcelona  and  Cardona  :  commit- 
ting through  the  whole,  the  moft  execrable  Hoftilities,  Burnings,  and_  Pioneer- 
ings, without  fparing  the  Effulion  of  innocent  Blood,  and  without  diftin&ion  of 
Age  or  Sex.  The  Enemy  have  for  a  Year  opprefs'd  this  Town  by  Sea  and  Land, 
and  we  continually  fuffer  the  Calamitys  of  fo  long  a  Blockade  j  during  which  time 
above  fourteen  thoufand  Bombs  have  been  thrown  into  the  Town,  which  have 
ruin'd  the  greateft  part  of  the  Houfes.  Theyare  now  endeavouring  to  attack 
us  in  form,  and  we  fear  that  in  twenty  four  Hours  the  Town  will  be  battei'd 
in  Breach. 

*Aa  Iff 
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We  cannot  exprefs  to  your  Excellency  with  how  much  grief  we  fee  the  Dan- 
ger the  Inhabitants  are  expos'd  to,  of  becoming  the  Victims  of  that  Cruelty 
with  which  they  are  threatned  by  the  Enemy  ,  and  having  no  other  Comfort  lefr, 
but  to  fly  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  we  implore  her  Protection  by  the  in- 
clofed  Letter  to  Don  Pablo  Ignacio  Dalmafes,  our  Envoy  at  London.  In  the  mean 
time,  till  an  Anfwer  can  come,  we  befeech  your  Excellency  from  our  Souls  to 
mediate  with  the  French  Troops,  who  opprefs  us,  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms: 
iince  at  the  Congrefs  of  Baden.,  where  Endeavours  are  ufirtg  to  conclude  a  Ge-  i 

neral  Peace,  this  Affair  may  ftill  be  determined.  We  doubt  not  but  your  Excel- 
lency's Mediation  will  be  powerful  enough  to  procure  us  this  Relief,  your  Excel- 
lency being  Commander  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  your  Squadron  being  fuperiour 
to  that  of  the  Enemy.  We  fee  no  other  Remedy  but  this,  in  Nature,  to  our 
Misfortunes ;  and  therefore  we  hope  your  Excellency  will  not  refufe  us :  in  this, 
our  Relief  confifts.  And  if  Catalonia  has  merited  any  thing  by  its  Services,  and 
by  its  Conjunction  with  the  Englijh  Nation,  this  is  now  the  time  to  receive  the 
Fruits  of  it,  being  worthy,  by  the  means  of  your  Excellency,  of  this  Benefit ; 
for  which,  all  the  Principality,  and  this  Town,  will  ever  be  oblig'd  td  the 
whole  Nation,  and  particularly  to  your  Excellency :  defiring  nothing  more  than 
to  compenfate,  by  our  Services,  this  Favour,  which  we  hope  from  your  Excel- 
lency's Goodnefs.  It  is  worthy  of  your  Excellency  to  comfort  theAfflided,  and 
not  to  deny  us  this  Favour  in  our  great  Neceflity.  And  your  Excellency  may 
be  allured  of  our  perpetual  Gratitude;  defiring  your  Excellency  to  honour  us  with 
your  Orders,  and  that  God  grant  you  a  long  Life,  &c. 

,  Number  LXX.  j 

ExtraB  of  Sir  James  Wifliart'*  Letter  to   Lord  Bingley,  from 
Alicant-{Zfyddj  Auguft  7.   1714.  O.  S. 

I  Am  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  having  received  a  Letter  on  the  third 
of  laft  Month,  from  Monfieur  de  Grimald?,  Secretary  of  State  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  Signifying  to  me  from  his  Majefty,  That  the  Flota  from  New  Spain  was 
daily  expedted  at  Cadiz.,  and  that  all  his  Ships  of  War  being  now  employ'd  be- 
fore Barcelona,  he  could  not  fend  any  of  them  to  meet  the  faid  Flota  as  ufual,  to 
give  them  Afliftance  in  cafe  of  their  being  difabled,  of  otherwife  in  want  there- 
of ;  and  therefore  defiring  that  three  of  her  Majefty's  Ships  under  my  Command, 
of  the  fourth  Rate,  might  cruize  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  to»  look  out  for  the  faid 
Flota :  I  thought  it  proper  to  comply  with  the  King's  Defire  therein,  and  did 
accordingly  order  three  Ships  of  that  Rate  to  proceed  on  that  Service,  and 
continue  thereon  till  the  middle  of  this  Month.  I  have  acquainted  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke  with  it,  and  hope  to  meet  with  her  Majefty's  Approbation  of 
the  fame. 

Number  LXXI. 
Hampton- Court,  29th  of  OBober  171 1. 
Mr.  St.  John  to  Monfieur  Torcy. 

s  1  R, 

IHad  anfwtr'd  your  Letter  of  the  21ft  of  October,  N.  S.  when  that  of  the  2d  Of 
November  was  deliver'd  to  me.  I  lhall  no  more  repeat  to  you  the  Aflurances 
of  a  perfect  Sincerity,  fince  Words  become  ufelefs,  when  there  are  Opportuni- 
ties of  fhewing  it  by  Deeds. 

Mr.  Gaultier,  who  will  have  the  Honour  to  give  you  this  Letter,  will  at  the 
fame  time  give  you  a  Defcription  of  the  prefect  Situation  of  the  Affairs  of 
Peace: 

It 


[S>i  3 


It  is  eafy  for  thofe  who  find  their  Intereft  in  the  War,  (I  make  ufe  of  your  own 
Expreflions)  to  raife  and  keep  up  Mifundcrftandings:  This  is  what  ill-meaning 
People  endeavour  at,  as  well  with  usaselfewhcre.  1  am  nevcrthclefs  id  do  great 
pain,  fince  it  does  but  depend  on  the  molt  Chriftian  King  to  render  their  Efforts 
of  no  ufe  :  The  Explications  you  promife  me  will  diffipatc  all  thefe  Clouds  j  and 
you  may  believe  we  will  make  ufe  thereof  with  great  Referve,  when  1  allure  you, 
That  if  the  King  would  but  offer,  as  he  has  heretofore  done,  a  Plan  of  Specifick 
Preliminaries,  the  Queen  would  never  Communicate  it  to  her  Allies. 

1  lhall  conclude  in  alluring  you,  That  provided  the  Sieur  Caultier  returns  with 
thefe  Marks  of  Confidence,  of  which  I  make  no  doubt,  you  will  fee  our  Parlia- 
ment, which  is  going  to  meet,  as  much  inclinable  to  Peace  as  ever  it  was  to 
War.    1  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  John. 


John    Drummond    Efq;  A     AT"      IT     T?  7> 

i?oco  /.  by  Tallies  on  Jl    IX.      IX.     JOj        XL. 

Tynn,  for  Special  Ser- 
vices of  the  War.  f\VR  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  That  by  virtue  of  our 
\^J  General  Letters  of  Privy  Seal,  bearing  Date  the  13th 
day  of  March,  in  the  firft  Year  of  car  Reign,  you  iflue  and 
pay,  or  caufe  to  be  iflued  and  paid,  out^of  any  Money  that 
is  or  lhall  be  lent  to  us  at  the  Receipt  of  our  Exchequer, 
upon  Credit  of  Repayment  out  of  the  Moneys  arifirig  by 
Sale  of  our  Tynn,  unto  our  Trufty  and  Well- beloved 
John  Drummond  Efq-,  or  his  Affigns,  the  Sum  of  13000/. 
without  Account,  Impreft,  or  other  Charge;  the  fame  be- 
ing for  fuch  Special  Services  relating  to  the  War,  as  we 
have  directed.  And  for  fo  doing  this  (ball  be  your  War- 
rant. Given  at  our  Court  at  Windfor-CafiU,  the  15th  Day 
of  Ottober  171 1.  in  the  Tenth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

To  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford, 
Lord  High  Treafurer.  ; 

By  Her  Majefty's  Command, 

OXFORD. 


Memorandum, 
A  Warrant  fign'd  by    Lord  Treafurer  on  the  aforegoing  Sign 
Manual,  the  24th  of  November  171 1. 

John  Drummond  Efq}  /^VRDER,  &c.  lid  of  November  1711.'  By  virtue  of 
V-J  her  Majefty's  Letters  of  Privy  Seal,  bearing  Date  the 
1 3th  of  March  1701.  and  in  purfuance  of  a  Warrant  un- 
der her  Majefty's  Royal  Sign  Manual,  bearing  Date  the 

Out  of  Loans  to  be  made  15th  of  Ottober  171*-  That  you  deliver  and  pay  of  fuch 
on  Credit  of  the  Sale  of  her  Majefty's  Treafure  as  remains  in  your  Charge,  unto 
Tynn.  j0h„  Drummmd  Efq;  or  his  Affigns,  the  Sum  of  13000/. 

without  Account,  Impreft,  or  other  Charge ;  the  fame  be- 
ing for  fuch  Special  Services  relating  to  the  War,  as  her 
Majefty  hath  direded.    And  tbefe,  &c 

oxford: 

R.    BENSON. 


• 
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John    Drummond   Efq;  /]     AT    AT    77        7? 

1200/.  inSatisfaaionof  Jl    1\L     ±\L     J2j       JV. 

fo  much  expended    by 

S^W^131  SerViCC  1^1 UR  Wil1   and    Plcafare  is»    Tbat  bv  virtue  of  Ge' 
V-/  neral  Letters  of  Privy  Seal,  bearing  Date  the  13th  of 

March  1701.  you  iflue  and  pay,  or  caufe  to  be  ilTued  and 
paid,  out  of  any  our  Treafure  or  Revenue,  in  the  Receipt 
of  our  Exchequer,  applicable  to  the  Ufes  of  our  Civil  Go- 
vernment, unto  our  Trufty  and  Well-beloved  John  Drum- 
mond TL^,  or  to  his  Afligns,  the  Sum  of  1237/.  10/.  with- 
out Account  i  that  is  to  fay,  1200/.  part  thereof  in  Sa- 
tisfaction of  fo  much  by  him  expended  by  our  Command 
for  Special  Services  relating  to  the  War  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing Sum  of  37/.  10 s.  is  to  fatisfy  the  Fees  and  Charges 
on  receiving  the  faid  1200/.  And  for  fo  doing,  this  (hall 
be  your  Warrant.  Given  at  our  Court  at  St  jAmes\ 
the  4th  Day  of  April  1 7 1 2.  in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  our 
Reign. 


to  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  Earl 
Mortimer,  our  High  Treafurer. 


By  Her  Majefty's  Command, 

OXFORD. 


Memorandum, 
A  Warrant  fign'd  by  Lord  Treafurer  on  the  aforegoing  Sign 
Manual,  the  7th  of  April  1712. 

John   Drummond  Efq;  /^VRDER,  &c.  this  9th  Day  of  April  171 2.  by  virtue 

V_/  of  her  Majefty's  Letters  of  Privy  Seal,  bearing  Date 
the  13th  of  March  1701.  and  Warrant  under  her  Maje- 
fty's Royal  Sign  Manual,  dated  the  4th  Inftant,  That  you 
deliver  and  pay  of  fuch  her  Majefty's  Treafure  as  remains 
in  your  Charge,  unto  John  Drummond  Efq-,  or  his  Afligns, 
the  Sura  of  1237/.  io*.  without  Account:  w.  1200/. 
part  thereof  in  Satisfaction  of  fo  much  by  him  expended  by 
her  Majefty's  Command  for  Special  Services  relating  to  the 
War,  and  the  remaining  37 /.  10  s.  is  to  fatisfy  the  Fees 

and  Charges  on  receiving  the  faid  1200  /.  And  thefe,  &c 

.  ° 

OXFORD. 

R.    BENSON. 

Thefe  are  true  Copies  from  the  Entries  in  the 
Treafury-Books, 

M.  Frecker, 
R.  Burnbury* 
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Loans  on  Sale  of  Tinn  with  Intercft. 


N"  of  the 
Ordcr. 

When  lent. 

By  whom. 

Sum. 

To  whom  afllgn'd. 

When  paid  off  at 
the  Exchequer. 

I96f 

Decemb.  11,  171 1.  \7°fJn  Drummotid ',Ei'q; 

300 

ToRobertE.oiOxford&c 

Febr.  26,  17 14. 

6 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

.Ditto 

I 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

9 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

IQ70 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

I 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

X 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

J 

4 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

f 
6 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

7 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

8 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

9 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

tj>8o 

• 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

3 

4 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

300 

Ditto 

Ditto 

f 

6 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditt- 
Dhtd 

I 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditttf 

9 

tppo 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Dittdv 
Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

1 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

z 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

3 

4 

f 
6 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

I 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

March  4,  1714 

.  9 
Z060 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1 

2, 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

DittA 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

3 

4 

f 

6 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

200 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 

ch  12,  1714 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 

Ditto 

i 

Ditto 

1 00 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

9 

ZOIO 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1 1 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 

Ditto 

12 

"5 
*4 

Ditto 

Ditto 

100 
100 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
1  Ditto 

Ditto 

100 

Ditto 

1  Ditto 

1 1000 

1 

.  1 
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Neof 
Order 

When  lent. 

By  whom. 

Sum. 

IIOOO 

To  whom  affign'd. 

When  paid  off  at 
the  Exchequer. 

2015 

Decemb.  n,  i-rn. 

John  DrummtndyEfqj 

IOO 

ToRobertTL.oEOxfordfcc 

March  12,  1714. 
Ditto 

l<5. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

,     IOO 

Ditto 

lZ 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

18 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

ip 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

zozo 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

i 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2 

Ditto 
Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

9 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

4 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

12000 

r 

Ditto 

IOO 

To  William  Fife,  Efq; 

Ditto 

6! 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

z 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

8 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

t 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

iojo 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

March  11,  1714. 
Ditto 

I 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

i 

Ditto 

IOO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

? 

Ditto 

IOO 

To  '-John  Hibbert,   Thomas 
Dixon,  and  Philip  Bodham. 

Ditto 

1 

Ditto 

IOO 

To  James  Burgefs. 

Ditto 

1 

13000 

X 


i 


Mmorandum,  The  Orders  affigned  by  John  'Drummand,  Efq;  to  Robert  Earl 
of  Oa/W,  &c.  for  the  Sura  of  12000/.  were  affigned  by  his  Lordfhip  to  the 
Perfras  folio wingi  viz. 


To  Stephen  de  la  Creuze  and  Bias  Teltier  from  No.  1965  inclu- 
sive to  No.  1 984  inclufive. 
To  Elias  Telnet  from  No.  1985:  inclufive,  to  No.  2004  inclufive. 
To  Elizabeth  Lome  from  No.  1005  to  No.  2034  inclufive. 


/. 

?  6000 

4000 
2000 


Total    12000 


June Mhe  8th  17 1 5.    This  is  a  true  Copy  taken  from  the  Regifter 
of  the  Loans  upon  the  Sale  ofTinn. 

\Villiam  Clayton; 
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